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i ie :. London, Dee. 15. 
Jnteasted to a frankly outsnoken, 


alinost sensational American press, 

weets the private lives of 

nor commoners, the 

-aper Proprietors Ass’n here 

ad -~voted a self-imposed censorship 

ne King Edward VIII-Mrs. Wallis 

d Simpson romance. Fully 

ware of the situation right along, 

*...¢ British newspaper publishers took 

*“ position of not precipitating mat- 

embarrassing either king or 
yvernment, 

{t's for this reason that, when the 
British press within the past fort- 
night finally brought the matter into 
the open, it_came as quite a shock to 


public. This applied Sintilariy ta. 
the British colonial press which, in| 
_ its farthest-flung possessions, had 


, likewise laid off. 


In addition to this: meticulous re- | 


, gard for the proprieties of the royal | 


family and their private lives, it is | 
contempt of court in, 
Britain to comment during divorce 
proceedings, It is permissible to do} 
so only to record the news of the 


Biggest news story since the war 


however, now that recent events_ 
have transpired, had its economical’ ~ | 
optimistic reactions. Never before | 


has sO much money been put into 
@Culation. Bank of Englard has 
had to place $35,000,000 more in notes | 
into circulation during the past fort- 
mike, 

Naturally, apart from the feverish 
public drinking, amusements took a 
slight jolt until the ascension last 

(Continued on page 24) 


TIOGA, TEX., TO BECOME 
(GENE) AUTRY SPRINGS 
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| the deal will start 
_ basis. 


Nusa Lttest News Story Ends; 
Biz Around World Back to Normal: 


| Peel 
; . 





Yes—Anything! 
Columbus, Ind., Dec. 15. 
Units playing the Crump 
theatre in this town are warned 
to prepare for anything. 
Recently the local volunteer 
fire department bell clanged in 
the midst of the hanging of a 
new show. The whole .stage 
crew, all members, ran out to 
answer the aldfm. 











ZUKOR'S NEW 
OF PROFITS 
DEAL 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Adolph Zukor soon will signature 





| a pact now being readied, with Par- 
,, amount, under 


which agreement he 
will participate in the profits of the 
studio, additional to drawing a week- 
ly stipend. Understanding is that 
on a one-year 


tailed as yet. 

The new contract is in the nature 
of bestowal by the company 
the man who has been the 


upon 
firm’s 


leader for so many years and whose | 


25th anniversary of association with 
the film business is now being ob- 
served by Paramount. 

Zukor, in addition to heading pro- 
duction, is also chairman of the com- 
pany board. Expectations are that 
the deal will be signatured and will 


, begin the first of the year. 
Zukor will pay a personal call on, 


Dallas, Dee. 

The farming community 
is located about 40 miles 
Dallas and its’ 500-odd inhabitants 
are not much nearer to cowboy ter- 
ritory than a motion picture theatre. 
Gene Autry, singing cowboy 
born there and his tather 
there, 


15. 
of Tioga 
north of 


was 
still lives 
so city councilmen moved last 
wk to change name of. village to 
Autcy Springs. 

Jason Hodges, editor af town’s 
sheel, differed with city fathers. as- 
serting hamlet had been catled Tioga 

vc 3 years andetie-dichr fo haike: 
chatige it at this late date. 


Lo 


- . 
Nijjery Bull Market for 
Confidential Crooners 
~mand for cockiail lounge units 
ving trios, two-piece wusical 
vos and wandering troubadors 
hotel bars and cocktail corners. 


used during band _intermis- 
3s, has become so great as to 
ually constitute a new field for 
siers of musical talent. 
rag came about with repeal and 
slow to catch on. being used 
sily in the hotel cubby-holes and 


ivo many of those. 


all Paramount 
mid-January, 

Silver jubilee. Will also 
many other spots as time 
Itinerary and those going 
set. 


exchanges, 
on occasion 


Starting 
of the 
visit 
permits. 
along not 


$15 Per tag Sidiaies 
And They’re 21 Hourly 
In Kans. City’s Joints 


Dec. 
This town estimated 
about 30 acts short for the 
stub*s and mushroom niteries. 
ers have litle trouble in 
everything on their lists, 
Town is overboard on joints which 
are mostly cuffo. 
a three-act show and an mc. is $60 
per week with the band (four to five 
pieces) eveing the la v. Hostesses 
are plentiful and find it tough at 5c 
ard 10c a drink to make more than 
$1.50 a night. In many instances 
they get nothing for the charge on 
their own short beers aud soda 
(Continued on page 10) 


Kansas City, 15. 

being 
beer- 
300k - 


placing 


Terms of the deal aren’t de- | 


Lacchini Claims Home 





EXTRA ON 
AND Got 


] 








Represents Extra Melon) 
Cuttings by Xmas—Radio, | | 


a. 


Picture and Other Branch- | | 
es of the Amusement! 


Biz Make Disbursements | 


— Does Not Include 


$50,000,000 Appreciation | 


in Stock Issues 


LOEW AND W.E. TOPS 





By MIKE WEAR 

Extra melon cuttings, 
tial dividends and 
for employes, 
received before Dec. 
a distribution of more 


recent ini- | 
bonus payments 


25, 
than $24,000,- 


| 
| 
| 


| 


bulk of which will be | 
represents | 


000 on the part of amusement com- | 


panies this year. 

It is by far the largest sum to be 
handed out by 
other amusement affiliated corpora- 
tions in more than six years. And it 
is doubtful if the figure was topped 
even by the hey-days of 1929 in 
actual cash distribution. This large 
sum does not include any regular or 
increased dividend payments on 

(Continued on page 11) 





Life Impaired Trigger 
Finger—Gets Divorce 


Dec. 15. 
man 


Tampa, 
trigger 


Bruno Zacchini, 


radio, picture andj; 








1939 Fair Sees $3.000,000 Daily 
Spending in N. Y. While Expo's On 





That’s Realism | 


Minneapolis, Dec. 15. 
Large prop tree was iaken 
out of Olsen and Johnson unit, 
‘Fun Marches On,’ 


at Orpheum 

here last week, after second 
day. 

Tree was so realistic it was 


fooling the dogs with embar- 
rassing results for Hector and 
His Pals. 














ON POLITIX BUT 
NOT ON PIX 


Tokyo, Dec. 
Film censorship, which has never 





been unbearable in Japan, is tighten- 


ing up considerably. Customs censor 
board is following the police rules 
because it has lost considerable face 
recently in admitting certain pictures 
t customs which were later nixed by 
the cops. 

Metro’s ‘Mutiny on the Bounty’ 
hasn’t been given a clean bill yet, al- 


, hough it was submitted to the censor 
| office several months ago, Likelihood 


it will be banned. Police 
is that no film showing mutiny, revo- 
lution or subversive activities of the 
downtrodden, may be shown. Also 


is 


ithe cops are thumbs down on kissing 


for , 


| the brothers who come zooming out 


as | 


| refused 


Their average for | 


\ 


of the cannon as tl: 
Ringling Bros. 
here Monday 


climax of the 
circus, got a divorce 
(14) on testimony 
that his home life so upset him 
that the safety of his brothers was 
jeopardized. He charged his wife, 
Gertrude, whom he married in Sara- 


sota, Fla., in 1930, with extreme 
cruelty. She nagged him, he said, 
accused him falsely and sometimes 


to speak to him for 
(Continued on page 10) 


weeks. 





Theme Songster 


Asbury Park. N. Dec. 15. 

Local department store owner 
has the songwriting bug so bad- 
ly that he forces all his em- 
ployees to sing his compositions 
daily, ostensibly 
pepper-upper. 

‘Composer’ groups his help 
around the grand staircase of the 
Store every a.m. so as to lend the 


J 


is a morning 


right touch for his ‘entrance. 
Clerks memorize the boss’ rep- 
ertoire and burst into song 


when he names the tune. Latest 
is sung to melody of ‘My Bonnie 
Lies Over the Ocean’ with lyrics 


built around the boss ‘plus 
names), the store and its loca- 
tion down by the sea. 











i first run, 
ond runs today (3) on complaint of | 
Policy hereto- | 


scenes and prolonged embraces. 
Paramount's’ ‘General Died at 

Dawn,’ which played to capacity on 

was yanked from the sec- 


the Chinese Embassy. 


\fore has been that anything showing 


Chinese to disadvantage was wel- 
come. 

As things now stand, importers can 
expect a very high percentage of 
their pix coming under the ban. If 
not shut out they will be so badly 


mutilated they will be unsaleable. 


Pets Gaia Obits, 
Burial in Own Lot 
By H’ ‘wood Bereaved 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Affection for pets is probably no- 
where demonstrated to the extent 


that it is here in the cinema colony. 
So much so that pet obituaries are 
quite the thing, with little or no at- 
tempt made to conceal grief at the 
passing of a favorite dog, cat or 
canary 

Hollywood has long been recog- 
nized as a haven for members of 
the canine and feline tribes. Pets 
range from the diminutive Pekes and 
| Chihuahuas to overgrown Great 


(Continued on page 70) 
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CHINO-JAP NIX 


ruling | 


| positing on the one day, 


| the 


|; declared the following 
day (10). 


New York’s World's 
will cost $125,000,000, and which is 
dated to open April 30, 1939, will 
need $27,829,500 working capital or 
‘front money,’ and show business has 
been asked to participate in raising 
that coin. Such money is not to be 
donations, the fair tc sell 4% bonds, 
redeemable during or at the termi- 
nation of the year-long event. 


At a meeting which was attended 
by managers, dramatists and the 
theatrical unions last Thursday (10), 
the general plan for bond subscrip- 
tions was set forth. First response 


Fair, which 





came from John Golden, who sent 
word he would invest $25,000 in 
World’s Fair debentures. That is 


| 10% of the quota set for the legit 
| field, which the fair committee 
at $250,000. The picture in- 


asc 
| dustry is expected to take $1,500,000 

aul of bonds, but the exact quota 

awaits the report of a feeler in the 
film field. 

A suggestion favorably accepted 
was that not only individuals, but 
organizations and unions buy bonds 
| on the ground of the common good 
to all of the businesses of the 
metropolis. League of New York 
Theatres will consider the matter, 
but the managers separately will 
probably buy. As for Equity, it was 
indicated that the actors’ association 
would invest up to $5,000. Likely 
| that the same figure will apply to 
the stage hands, and 
scenic artists’ union. 

It is a form of investment easy to 
handle. Requirements are that 20% 
be paid around the first of January 
and similar amounts when called 
for. Fact that Chicago’s Century of 
Progress was also financed with 
1 


-FRIARS CLUB'S SHORT 
SERIES IDEA FOR WB 


Membership of the 
Club is attempting to 
with Sam Sax, Warner Bros., short 
subject production head, on a deal 
for a series of two-reelers employing 
club members in the casfs. Two or 


musicians 


(Continued on page 68) 





new Friars 
get together 


three names would be included in 
each picture. 

Club wants a flat figure per short 
for delivering the talent. ~ithscre: 
is to pay off the lesser actors and 
ask the names on the membership 


rolls to contribute t 
the club’s benefit. 


heir services for 


Par’s $2,700,000 Deposit 


One of the largest bank deposits 
for any single day for a major piec- 
ture concern credited to Para- 
mount last Wednesday (9), when a 
reported total of $2,700,000 
passed under tellers’ windows. 

The amount, accumulated for de- 
was osten- 
in banks to meet 
preferred stock dividend of $12 
day, Thurs- 


Is 


was 


sibly laid away 
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U.S. Court Rules Any State Can Ban 


A Film Even Though the Gov't OK'd» 


It Past Customs; Ecstasy Again 





A Federal Court decision handed | 
down Monday (14) not only estab- | 
lished a precedent affecting the mo- | 
tion picture industry in N. Y. state, | 
but strengthened the censorship con- 
trol of the state authorities as to the 
exhibition of foreign films, The rul- 
ing was made in connection with the 
Czechoslovakian film ‘Eestasy” <A 
statutory court composed of Judges | 
Manton, Patterson and Mandelbaum | 
denied the request of the Eureka | 
Productions Corp. (Lam Cummins) | 
for an injunction to restrain Gover- 
nor Herbert H. Lehman and others | 
from interfering with the showing of | 
the film in the state. The court’s | 
decision said in part: 

‘In regard to state control of | 
rights as to permitting the showing 
of certain pictures, there must be | 


a 
7 


| torial 


Mickey Neilan a Scribe 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Marshall Neilan has joined Selz- 
nick-International on a writer con- 
tract. 
Neilan also may draw the direc- 


Our Oyster,’ next S-I production go- 





‘ 
| 
] 


assignment on “The World’s | 


| 


ing into work. Title of latter will be | 


changed before release. 


PAR TRAILER TRACES 





ling for 
| Many 


ZUKOR’S MILESTONES 





Hollywood, Dec. 15. 


Special 20-minute trailer concocted 


| Opening 


some time when pictures are subject |by Paramount for the Adolph Zukor | 


to the law of the state and neces- 
sarily when they arc in the hands of 
the exchanges ready to be rented out | 


latter, 
‘The judgment of the federal offi- 


press review last week. 


Epoch from 1912 to present time, 
to exhibitors or have passed to the | marking rise of Zukor as one of the 


| Silver Jubilee was given a regular | 


outstanding figures of industry and | 


progress of Paramount, is depicted in 


cers in admitting the film into the | a fast melange of news events inter- 


country did not prevent state offi- | ) 
cers from arriving at an independent a both silent and sound, showing 
and different judgment when it came 


to the exhibition of the film and the 
granting of a license thereof.’ 


The objectionable film has been 
the subject of controversy since it 
was brought to this country three 
years ago. It succeeded in passing | 
the Customs Office, but it was later | 
seized by federal agents. The origi- 
nal was viewed by a federal judge, 
who ruled that parts of it be deleted. 
This was done and a subsequent rul- 
ing of the court o.k.’d it. However, 
only a few states have since per- 
mitted its showing. 


The present action was directed 
against Gov. Lehman, Attorney-Gen- 
eral John J. Bennett, Frank P. 
Graves, State Commissioner of Edu- 
cation, and Irwin Esmond, director 
of the Motion Picture Division of 
Education, 


‘Ecstasy’ (‘Extase’) is the now no- 
torious Czech film in which the wife 
of Fritz Mandel, Austrian munitions 
tycoon, starred. Latter sought to 
suppress it by buying up the nega- 
tive. 


spersed with brief excerpts from pic- 


parade of past and present stars. 
Forthcoming’ product also is indi- 


cated, including thumbnails on ‘Souls 
at Sea,’ ‘The Plainsman,’ ‘Swing High, 
Swing Low,’ ‘Maid of Salem,’ and 


‘Champagne Waltz.’ 





Thomas Scripting ‘Soak’ 


J. Walter Ruben, Metro director, 





Thomas on the screen play. 
be east two weeks. 


go to the Coast. 





COSLOW HISTORY 


Tin-Panist Starts 
as 1929 Pioneer in Pix 








Hollywood, Dec. 15. 


who will pilot ‘The Old Soak’ at 
Metro, Wallace Beery starrer, is in 
New York working with A. E. 
He'll 


Playwright found it impossible to 


With the plucking of his option by 
20th-Fox, Sam Coslow goes into his 


eighth year at the studio, being the 
only remaining vet of crew brought 
out from Tin Pan Alley in the tune 
rush of 1929. 

Studio is considering Coslow’s bid 
from Jessie Matthews to go to Lon- 





BICKFORD GOES TO PAR 





AFTER DROPPING GN JOB 


. Hollywood, Dec. 15, 
After abandoning his producer- 
director-actor deal with Grand Na- 
tional, Charles Bickford sigged a 
term acting deal at Paramount. First 

period is a straight 52-week deal. 
Initial assignment under the pact 
will be ‘High, Wide and Handsome,’ 
which Rouben Mamoulian will di- 
rect, with Irene Dunne, Randolph 
Scott, Dorothy Lamour, William 
Frawley and Ben Blue in the cast. | 








SAILINGS 


Dec. 26 (New York to London), 
Sol Lesser (Normandie), 


Dec. 18 (London to New York), 
‘ony Russell, Erniex Marconi, Marie 
Glory (Normandie). 

Dec. 18 (West Indies cruise), Mr. 
and Mrs. Harold M. Green (Staten- 
dam). : 


don to do tunes for her next pic, 





Savo’s London Nitery 


Jimmy Savo sails for London early 
in January for an engagement at the 
Cafe dé Paris. Opens Jan. 18 for 
four weeks, with options. 

Deal set by Sam Lyons, who is 
also dickering with Gaumont-British 
for a film for comic while he is over 
there, 





2 Endings for ‘Star’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. - 
Selznick-International is shooting 
two endings to ‘A Star Is Born,’ new 
Fredric March-Janet Gaynor star- 
rer. In one version Fredric March 


dies; in other, he and Miss Gaynor 
come together for a happy ending. 


There is strong possibility more 
natural unhappy ending will 





Dec. 16 (New York to London), | 
Maurice and Isidore Ostrer, Hugh | 
Walpole, Channing Pollock, Mari-| 
anne Davis, Lorraine Crawford | 
(Queen Mary). 

Dec. 15 (New York to London), | 
Mrs. Joshua Lowe (Manhattan). 

Dec. 12 (New York to Genoa), | 
Donald Flamm (Rex). 

Dec. 10 (New York to London), 
Cosmo Hamilton (Aurania). 

Dec. 9 (New York to Hamburg), 
Gertrude Kappel, Sime Vukas (New 
York), 


} 





ARRIVALS | 

Mr. and Mrs. Edmund D. Coblentz, 
Max Schmeling, H. B. Warner, Mr. | 
and Mrs. Karl Bickel, Peggy Ash- 


croft, James Mulvey, William Wyler, | 


Mme. Rautawaara, Richard Crom- 
well, Mrs. Dwight D. Wiman, George 
Beatty. 


in ‘Garden of Allah.’ 





Army Aid Sought 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Colbert Clark, Republic associate 
producer, is in New York and Wash- 


| ington obtaining a final okay on the 


script of ‘Army Girl’ and permission 


Date and Maybe Pic 


| 


Eighth Session | 


be 
used, as Selznick did the same thing | 





to use Ft. Bliss and Ft. Clark as | 


locations for the picture. 
Clark will take the company to 
Texas some time in January. 





WB’S RADIO COMEDIENNE 


Elaine Arden, from radio, who has 
been signed for a series of Warner 
shorts, is being groomed for possible 
feature player ranks in WB. 

Miss Arden, a comedienne, is get- 


ting her training in the Ken Mur-,; 


ray-Oswald shorts 
company. 


series for the 


>. 








we 


KEN MURRAY 


Concluding 39 weeks of broadcast- 


Rinso-Lifebuey via CBS. 


a Wednesday, December 16, : 1936 


ee 


Hash and: Rehash 


By JOE BIGELOW 








Hadji’s Yearly Yammer ; 

When the ground hog comes up from his underground retreat, it’s spring, 
When the first sacrificial frankfurter peeks coyly through the mustard 
at Coney Island, it’s summer. When the house manager asks the opening 
act to help him take the covers off the orchestra seats, it’s autumn. And 
when Hadji Ali Ginsberg walks in with his crystal ball under one arm 
and his agent under the other—you can tell that its nigh onto the first, of 
the year. aS 

It’s an annual custom with Hadji to speak his mind (if and when he can 
locate it) at this time. No promiscuous prognosticator, this Hadji Ali 
Ginsberg. He saves his punches for one tremendous effort prior to get- 
ting stewed all over again on New Year's Eve, and remaining so for the 
balance of the year. Meanwhile he makes a soft living helping the Voice 
of Experience out of his own dilemmas. He also used to do all right 
helping people out of taxicabs, but the police department put a stop to that. 

This pharsighted phrenologist reaches his conclusions by feeling the 
bumps on the withered brow of Show Business, His prediction of events 
to come in 1937 follow: 

More Realism . 

Von Sternberg and other topflight directors will go in for more realism 
in 1987 than before. Leading men will have to sprinkle dandru;. on their 

% 





thanks to Lever Bros., Ruth- 
rauf & Ryan, Myron Kirk, C. J. 
McCarthy and the many others who 
have assisted in making this a very 
pleasant engagement, 
New Year's 
RKO Keith's Boston. 
‘oOh Yeaah, Oswald 
me,’ 


week at the 


will be 





Amateur Songwriter 
Radio Program as U’s 


$750,000 Filmusical 


Universal has consummated a deal 
with Pat Ballard whereby that stu- 
dio will produce a musical based on 
Ballard’s amateur song writers’ pro- 
gram, ‘Melody Treasure Hunt’, a sus- 
tainer on station WOR, N. Y. Deal 
calls for a budget of $750,000 on the 
picture with options for an annual 
duplicate a la ‘Big Broadcast’ type. 

Radio listeners select the best 
songs as submitted for airing by 
amateur composers. This same pro- 
cedure will hold with the musical 
score for the film by having listeners 
vote on tunes to be published and 
to go into the film. Universal is co- 
operating with national publicity 
and its talent lineup. 

Understood that station now has 
some sponsors dickering for the pro- 
gram on a network basis seeing a 
good tieup in the national selection 
of songs and accompanying picture 
bally. 


$11 Preem for ‘Camille’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Snooty $11 preem of Metro’s ‘Ca- 
mille,’ Garbo-Taylor starrer, was 
tossed in Palm Springs last Satur- 
day (12) at opening of new Plaza 
theatre. May Robson dedicated spot, 
seating 800. 

Director George Cukor rushed 
final takes on the film in order to 
meet the premiere deadline. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Jules Alberti. 
Fay Bainter, 
Lucille Ball. 
Sam N. Behrman. 
Alan Campbell. 
Colbert Clark, 
Frank Dolan. 
Chris Dunphy. 
Clark Gable. 
William Grady. 
Hal Horne. 
Walter Kane. , 
Sidney R. Kent. 
Leon Leonidoff. 
Al Lichtman. 
Norman McLeod. 
Horace McMahon. 
Anne Nichols. 
Isidore Ostrer. 
Maurice Ostrer. 
Dorothy Parker. 
Mary Pickford. 
Dick Pritchard. 
Max Reinhardt. 
Buddy Rogers. 
Adele Rowland. 
Nicholas M. Schenck. 
B. P. Schulberg. 
John M. Stahl. 
Donald Ogden Stewart. 
Conway Tearle. 
Herbert Yates. 
Roland Young. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Ferdinand Bruckner. 
Sam Engel. 

William Hawks. 
George Jessel. 

Earl Keate. 

George D. Lottman. 
Joe Mankiewicz. 

Phil Regan. 

Maurice Richmond. 
Jack Robbins, 

















with | 


Hollywood scenarists will reverse the old procedure by decjaring 

| writer getting over $2,500 a week a Communist. i 

| ‘Birth of a Nation’ will be remade with the new version ffir “— 3 

| Interstate time as the cause of the Civil War. ut : 
New Year's theme song for the Hollywood British set: ‘Alasg#oor W 

| wick, I Knew Him When.’ i . 

Film names, owt of respect to exhibitors, will refrain from * foidcasting® 


on nights when exhibs refrain from breathing. 
Less Swing Stuff 





4 
There will be l@ss swing stuff, due to more musicians learngn: C 7 
music. . ; —3 
Nite clubs will us@"more vaudeville talent than in the t. 
the adagio act ringsiders will find in their ‘soup. _ 


| roe of split second 


| An enterprising vaude booker will build up a nie 
| stands in revolving doors. , 14 9 
Wilbur Cushman’s 1937 billing line: “Two’s Company, Threes & Unit. 
The next time Will Hays goes over to see Mussolini he will stay home 
| and send Vince Barnett instead. at 
Stratford-on-Avon will be red ea*atet(ieet}Perermiwing. room paperec 
| with Hollywood rejection slips.- a ; 
Putzy Hanfstaengel will go on tour as Molly Picons piano player, 
If television arrives in 1937, radio wil! need new faces. So will some of 
the old faces, 


From the Bottom 
NBC will discontinue policy of bringing in outside help, and in the 
| future will promote from the ranks. All new employes will have to start 
| from the bottom as vice-presidents. 

Radio will have another big financial year, unless Joe Miller’s descen- 
dants start suing for royalties. 

Theatre Guild will appeal to the class trade with ‘Dr. Dippy’s Sani- 
tarium,’ by George Bernard Shaw. Max Gordon will give the Guild some 
competition with a revival of ‘Schultz the Butcher,’ in mutfti. 

If Braddock gets by Schmeling, a dark man will enter his life. But 
unless Braddock starts fighting soon, he will lose his title to the first female 
impersonator that comes along. 

In her next for Par, Mae West will play a hot femme menace who splits 
| up a pair of Siamese twins. 

To set the stage and create the proper atmosphere for that American- 
British film merger, the boys will mate Metro’s lion with G-B’s gir 
and the result will be something wearing a_p 

Tempting Romeo 

New version of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ will be produced, with the ‘Woman 
Haters’ bit inserted just ahead of the balcony scene as an experiment to 
determine how long they can keep Romeo away from the balcony. 

In nite clubs there'll be a cover for everything but the chorus gals. 

Picketing by vaude acts and musicians of the straight film theatres will 
spread to epidemic proportions during the year. Agents will picket the 
bookers for non-support; bookers will picket the theatre operators for 
non-theatres; theatre operators will picket the film producers for too much 
celluloid and not enough pictures; picture producers will picket their 
relatives for making too many touches, 

Nazi party will select the Marx Bros. as its favorite comedians. 

As usual, there wiil be foreign quotas on everything but U. 8. quarters. 

The control man will remain the most important radio figure. He’s the 
guy who can make Lily Pons sound like the Pathe rooster. ~~~-~ 
, The blood pressure will continue to go up as the Crossley rating soe 

own, 


Bathroom Interviews 

Those vox pop radio interviewers will penetrate further into the home 
in search of microphone victims and a citizen won't be able to take a solo 
shower any more. 

As a follow-up for ‘It Happened One Night,’ Harry Cohn will be on the 
lookout for something called ‘It Happened All Season.’ 

Joan Crawford’s leading men, tired of being maimed by her treacherous 
eye lashes, will try a counter-attack by eating onions before each clinch. 

Latest twist on ‘bank nite’ will be ‘bounce nite,’ with the theatre paying 
off by check and the winner being the first customer to catch it on the 
bounce. As a prize he gets the check, and if he succeeds in cashing it 
the theatre will get him a job as the lead in ‘The Miracle Man.’ 

Song pluggers will develop eczema after six choruses of ‘I’ve Got You 
Under My Skin.’ 

Several well known Hollywood agents will write to their mothers as 
soon as they can afford stenographers, 

Returning the Compliment 

In reciprocation for Shapiro’s complimentary publication of ‘Chapel in 
the Moonlight,’ Chappell will publish ‘Shapiro in the Dawning.’ 

Several upholstered sewers on Broadway will have to drop their floor 
shows due to rumbling of the subway overhead. 

Scientific research will be continued to determine how to keep control 
dancers from kicking. 

Unless the Orpheum time reopens, 1937 will be another poor year for 
manufacturers of grouch bags. 

Theme song of the year for flash act producers: ‘You Can’t Escape From 
the Sheriff Through a Center Door Fancy.’ 

The only sponsors whose programs will not be influenced by the opin- 
ions of their relatives will be orphanbachelors. 

Powell Crosley, Jr., will land Dizzy Dean for the Reds if he includes 
WLW in the transaction. $ - 
Legit producers will continue to pan Hollywood for ‘hijacking’ merito- 
rious stage material, but they won't produce any shows lacking pictur 
possibilities. } 

An absent-minded exhib will start a new vogue in entertainment by 
handing each patron a can of film and running a set of dishes through 
the projection machine. 

Try and get a cup of coffee at Coffee Dan’s. 
Bey > Meteor will continue to do her sharé collecting the Europear 

Agents will suspend the old rule, by which the one who gets down te 
the office first gets the money orders. In 1937, agents will call for thei 
mail direct at the post office. 
| Times Square spots will continue the policy o 
bartenders not to count the drinks, pl , 


_— 








f ordering waiters and 

acing customers on the honor system. 
; L’envoi 

And as his final gesture on his way out, Hadji issues the following 

| friendly warning to Santa Claus: bring a bodyguard, 
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Norma Shearer 


Back, Some Urge 
Further Vacash 


Hollywood, Dec. 
Norma Shearer’s return to 
Coast, after a month of convalescing 





15. 


from pneumonia at Phoenix, was the | 


signal for two camps to go into a 


gab battle again about what she | 


should do in the future. 

Certain Metro execs who 
been close to her from the beginning 
of her career think she would be 
better off if she went back to work, 
and think those who are treating her 
like an invalid are keeping her an 
invalid. 

Others argue that. however 
healthy Miss Shearer has always 
been, the proof of her present con- 
dition is in the fact that she went 
down a month after her husband 
died. Because of this she needs a 
much longer rest, they urge, and 
shouldn’t go back to the studio be- 
fore next May at the earliest. 
eral stories are ready for her. 


ACTORS ORDERED TO 
CARRY GUILD CARDS 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Screen Actors’ Guild has made a 





the | 


have | 


Sev: ! 


ION 








| Storm Scout 





Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Metro sent Jay Marchand, 

unit manager on ‘Captains Cou- 

rageous, to the Gulf of Mexico 


to find some storms. 
Weather in Southern Cal. 
stymied the pic because big 


blows are far out in the ocean. 








Reserve Decision 
In $1,000,000 ‘Tobacco 
Road’ Vs. ‘Banjo’ Suit 
ia lg fo ce gen oh anger 


|reserved decision on a motion for a 
| . ° ° 
injunction 





| temporary to restrain 
|20th-Fox Film Corp. from referring 
| to ‘Tobacco Road in advertising its 
|‘Banjo on My Knee’ which opened at 
ithe Roxy, Friday (11). Tobacco Road, 
|Inc., producers of the stage hit, 
through Jack Kirkland, president 
land author of the play, is complain- 
lant. The injunction’ was requested 
| pending the outcome of a damage 
jsuit for $1,006,000 also instituted by 
ithe plaintiff. 

' In his complaint, Kirkland claims 
ithe defendant corp. ‘deliberately and 
j intentionally’ makes reference in ad- 
+;vertising ‘Banjo on My Knee’ to 
|*Tobacco Road, thereby giving the 
}public the impression that the film 
jis the picture version of the stage 
\play. It is alleged this reference is 
; tending to reduce the attendance at 
|the play and will 
|play’s future picture value. Kirkland 
‘estimated that during the play’s 


? 


depreciate the 


AGA AND PHILGO 
AIM AT MARKET 


Don’t Favor Theatre or Stu- 
dio Audiences—Visualize 
Television’s Major Field 
in the Homes of the Peo- 
ple—More for 
in 1937 


Research 


FOREIGN STANCE 


With Radio Corp. of America com- 
mitted to a program of television re- 
search, $1,000,000 or more will be 
expended by the company in 1937 
in furthering its test and laboratory 
experiments in the N. Y. city and 
Camden-Philadelphia areas. Philco 
already has outlined its intention of 
carrying on an extensive test cam- 








'S HOME IDEAS 


+ 





Garbo Gets Hot 


Hollywood, Dee. 15. 


Press agent’s dream came true 


last week when, day before 
swank preview of ‘Camille,’ 
George Cukor was setting new 
record by shooting added love 


scene less than 24 hours before 
schuduled prejection. At height 
of sizzling scene between Garbo 
and Robert Taylor, smoke sud- 
denly to 1 between 
pair! 

Turned out 


began ise 
to be only star’s 
dress, which had caught fire 
from cigaret stub. But for a 
minute it looked like Howard 
Strickling had the story of the 
year. 


(’Neill-M’ Gowan’s 
Q. T. Huddle Has 


H’wood Wondering 














Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Question running through higher 
brows of filmdam is: What did Ken- 
neth MacGowan and Nobel Prize 





paign in and about Philadelphia in 
ithe coming year. With these two} 
| leading interests on television in the | 
| United States going after the sight- | 
| sound broadcasting, extended strides | 
| towards perfection of commercial | 
| television are looked for in the next | 
| 12 months. 

The trend towards making tele- 
vision available solely for home con- | 
sumption recently received two | 
| boosts. One was the action of the} 
| Radio Manufacturers Association’s | 


| 
| 
| 


direct move to force its union affili- | three years existence on Broadway television committee in fixing a new 
it has attracted more than 3,000,000 | Set of standards for televistic use. | 


ation upon producers by ordering all 
members to carry Guild cards at all 
times and especially on _ location 
trips. 

With the support of all organized 
labor groups affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor, an 
actor could delay production through 
failure to have his card with him. 


Metro’s 15-Yeor Old Diva 


Chicago, Dec. 15. 

Probate Court here last week ap- 
Proved a contract between Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer and 15-year-old 
Betty Jaynes (Schultz), soprano who 
scored in her operatic debut with the 
Chicago Opera company. Girl also 
signatured for concert tour by Evans 
& Salter, 

Goes to New York this week for 
final screen testing. Still, however, 


signatured with the Chi Opera for 
the 1937 season. 











urbin under film contract. Edward 


comes of age at 16. 





Carroll Promotes Charity 
Affair on La. Vacash 


New Orleans, Dec. 15. 

John Carroll, RKO contract player 
- tr caga the holidays with relatives 
on he promoted a two-day 
i, ) fair at Mandeville, La, near 
ates a funds to buy clothing 
Christmas needy of the parish for 

Carroll, who is 
folks as 
his Wife, 
films. 
stork. 


known to the home 
Julian Lafays, is here with 
Steffi Dunna, also of 


awaiting the arrival of the 





Allister ‘Algy’ Again 


London, Dec. 5. 
e Allister is to be Algy to 
Drummond again, and will 
With John Lodge, 


Claud 
Bulidog 
appear 
the title 
at Bay’ 


who 


Plays ¢ for B.LP, Dorothy Mackaill 
Will. he femme menace, and Roy 
= william Neil meggs. 

Although of British origin, the 


xaill girl has never aig 
Beitisi, film, as never played in a 





Universal has 13-year-old Deanna | 


Johnson of the Metropolitan Opera, | 


mehas been talking to her when she 


the | 


has | 
Part, in ‘Bulldog Drummond | 


people, many of whom 
| nessed the play repeatedly. 

| On behalf of 20th-Fox, Charles E. 
| McCarthy, advertising and publicity 
director for the corporation, entered 
a general denial of the plaintiff’s 
charges. He _ specifically disputes 
Kirkland’s contention that the use of 
the phrase ‘tobacco road’ in the ad- 
vertisements was intentional or that 
it gave the public the impression that 
it was related in any way to the 
stage play. There is no similarity in 
the stories, McCarthy pointed out, 


bacco road’ was that its locale and 
that of the film were similar. 

McCarthy, through counsel, pointed 
out to the court that it has been the 
custom of years in the picture in- 
dustry for producers to compare 
their film productions with stage 
plays in order to show the public 
that they were of the same type, but 
not necessarily the same or even 
similar stories. 


McGUIRE’S MG ‘ROSALIE’ 
READIED FOR CAMERA 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 











have wit- | 


and the only reference made to ‘to- | 


This requires that television pic- 
| tures should consist of 441-lines in- 
| stead of 343, which generally was 
followed by RCA and others in pre- 
vious tests. 

Both RCA and Philco are realign- 
ing their test mechanism in order to 
carry on with thissimproved image 

(Continued on page 66) 


Television-Telephone 
Demonstration in H’wood 





Hollywood. Dec. 15. 

World Wide Television, holding | 
back its full-screen tele until liti- 
gation on Lee de Forrest's bank- 
ruptcy petition is cleared up, is 


Winner Eugene O'Neill talk about 
week-end before last when the 20th 
Century-Fox producer planed to 
Seattle for a sneak huddle with the 
playwright whom he _ was_ instru- 
mental in launching 16 years ago? 

denies 
significance, 


MacGowan 
business 


trip had any 
which 


ing but terms. While there is no 
chance that O’Neill will take on a 
studio grind regardless of price, at 


one time turning down $5,000 a week | 
for 40 weeks, he has several prop- | 


erties which are in the clear. 
| Among these are ‘The Hairy Ape,’ 
| ‘Desire Under the Elms,’ ‘Marco Mil- 
lions’ and ‘Beyond the Horizon.’ 
| These have been oke draws as legits, 
| and of three which have 


| 


lwas nis.g., ‘Ah Wilderness’ and 
as prestige pix. 

Zanuck is anxious to add prestige 
| to Westwood product. At Warners 


year, while at 20th he hasn’t done 
much in this direction. Boys are 
saying he sent MacGowan to get 
O'Neill as ‘ihsurance’ (fag dgairist 
‘Lloyds of London,’ special which 
MacGowan had a hand in. 

MacGowan and .QO’Neill- have beea 
close friends for 20 years. . 





meanwhile going ahead on several 
sideshows, most popular of which is | 
likely to be television-telephone. 


Tops for entertainment at their | 
hideaway Hollywood lab were two | 
deaf-mutes talking over a telephone | 
| for the first time. They wiggled | 
| their fingers’ in front of the screen, | 
laughed, mugged and otherwise had | 
| the time of their lives. 

Up to now deaf-mutes have been 
| able to get something out of talkers 
| by lip-reading, but a telephone has 





| With Eleanor Powell and Ray Bol. | been a dead battery to them from 


ger set as cast toppers, William An- 
thony MeGuire is preparing to start 

‘oor ion on “Rosalie,” his initial job 
as a Metro producer. 


| play for the screen and Cole 
| is doing the ditties. 


Brady, Kibbee on Loan 
To Beat Drum for Metro 


Hollywood, Dec. 


15. 


| Alice Brady and Guy Kibbee, bor- | 
| rowed from Universal and Warners, | 


| : . 
| respectively, go into comedy spots in 


‘Ada Beats the Drum’ at Metro. Bet- 
| ty Furness and Stanley Morner have 
| the romantic leads. 

George Seitz will direct picture, 
based on a play by John Fitzpatrick. 


Vidor’s ‘Stella Dallas’ 


t attainment 

%. 6 Hollywood, Dee. 15. 

Buzzell . As Good As’ King Vidor will direct “Stella Dal- 

Eddie B Hollywood, Dec. 15. las’ for Samuel Goldwyn on his 
; uzzell will direct ‘As Good | producer-director pact at Paramount, 

: Married’ at Universal. | which permits him to take on yutside 

also is collabing with F. Hugh! work. 
a rt on the screen play. ' Tests are under way for leads. 


! 
| P. G. Wodehouse is adapting the | 
Porter | 


| the start. Any time they wanted to 
| talk to a pal they had to hop some 
‘form of transportation anc go to see 
him personally. 

Images on the new television teller 
are about the size of an old Coney 
Island tintype, but much clearer. 
Movements are perfectly synchro- 
nized with the sender's gab. 

A’ Variety mugg talked with Com- 
modore J. Stuart Blackton who was 
in another booth in the same build- 


ing. Blackton did a Ben Turpin 
| routine while talking and his eyes 
|came over with their cockeyed pre- 


At end of conversation 
a ring of cigar smoke 
lap-dissolved himself into 


cision intact. 
Blackton blew 
and so 
darkness. 


Images are in red with fine lines 
| running across the screen, A white 
| light flickers about a foot above the 
screen, but inventors say this can 
be removed by a revolving shadow- 
wiper which is the vital invention 
/ of the wide screen television setup 


| patents on 


| E. Lillywhite and J. J. Varney, 


| phone fac 


U. A. Snabaria of Chicago controls 
the television 
used by World ‘Vide. 


lywood was built by 


telephone 
and set in Hol- 

K. Blakeslee, 
asso- 
ciate engineers, Dr. Le 
Mert, head of 

Engineers 


tied inewith 
Worle” Wide. 
Fith present 
it’s possible to carry 








tele- 


say 


rision telephone conversa- 


yas up to four miles. 





‘TRY TO ADJUST H’WOOD 


PREVIEW CONGESTION 


Hollywood; Der: 15. 
Every now and then the avalanche 
of previews in the Hollywood area 


do not insure the studios the fyll | 
coverage from the many correspond- | 
new | 
pictures, hence the Producers’ Assn. | 
in future, function as a clear- | 


ents stationed here to review 
will, 
ing house for these bookings. 

Studo members will check into the 


Hays office their intention: to - pre-| 
view and thus try to eliminate this | 
congestion and enable them to get a) 
however, | 


complete turnout. This, 
will not affect non-members, such as 
Goldwyn, David Selznick, indies and 
the quickies. 


Jean Harlow, Beery Top 
Cast of Metro ‘Foundry’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 


Jean Harlow will bave the lead in: 


Metro’s “The Foundry.’ 
toppers are Wallace Beery, Spencer 
Tracy and James -wart. 

Bartlett Cormack is scripting from 
Albert Halper's orig. Hunt 
berg will produce. 


Other cast 
St 


Strom- 


Taylor, Tracy, Stewart 








Holly “ ood, Dec 15. 
tobert Taylor, Spencer Trac and 
James Stew Lill top “Three Com- 
rades’ af Metro 
R Sherriff, currentiy in Eng 
law, will do the script 
yi 


oe 


rivals | 
figure means they talked about noth- | 


been | 
screened, while ‘Strange Interlude’ | 


‘Anna Christie’ were money, as well | 


jhe did at lédast ond prestige pic a | 





LEGION PAN ON 
DIONNES IRES 
CAN. GOVT 


Toronto, Dec. 5. 

The guardians of Canada’s only 
native film stars, the Dionne Quin- 
tuplets, today hit baci. at the censor- 
ship activities of the Legion of De- 
cency and branded the legion as ‘un- 
fair’ and ‘inconsistent’ The Ontario 
| government, through chief film cen- 
sor O, J. Silverthorne, squawked be- 
the legion had listed ‘The 
Doct * as unfit for general 
exhibition ‘because of its innuen- 
| does.’ 

The government, « behalf of the 
|qvuints who got $50,000 from that 
| film, said, in effect, the legion was 
cockeyed and in future they (the 
government) would issue their own 
list. 

They scoffed at the legion for 
|} turning down ‘Voice of Bugle Ann’ 
|}and ‘Showboat,’ listin:; both as first- 
| class pictures. 

They showed that the legion had 
passed ‘And Sudden Death,’ but they, 
the censors, figured this to be too 
| gruesome to serve any decent pur- 
| pose. 
| They 
| fathers’ 
| legion, 


cause 


Country 


that 
been 
two 


showed 
had 
but 


‘Three God- 
okayed by the 
similar pictures, 


| “Texas Rangers’ and ‘Born to Battle,’ - 


| had been given the old heave-ho. 

Altogether, the government is 
| pretty mad about things and decides 
|it can do without the legion, espe- 
|cially when the quints are ruled 
against. 





Huston’s ‘Dodsy’ Tops 


Hollywood, Dee. 15. 


Walter Huston’s performance 
‘Dodsworth’ was voted the best 
| October by Screen Actors’ Guild, 

Best supporting performance ac- 
colade to Eric Blore for ‘Piccadily 
Jim.’ 
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Bb ra re 


See UI Net Loss of $1,000,000 For Year | 


Which Is OK Con 





While Universal's annual financial 
statement for the fiscal year ending 
in November, 1936, is expected to 
compare favorably with recent earn- 
ings reports of the company, the ac- 
tual net results for the 12-month op- 
eration are expected to show U in 
the red about $1,000,000. Despite this 
net loss anticipated for Universal, 
about five months of which were un- 
der the new regime, neither officials 
nor stockholders familiar with the 
situation are exactly disappointed. 

Reason for this attitude that 
Universal undoubtedly will come 


iS 





through the first quarter of the 1937 
fiscal year (ending in February) with 
a neat net profit. This is expected 
to be enhanced as the year pro- 
gresses because company officials 
have written off every conceivable 
doubtful operation and picture. 

It’s estimated in Wall Street that 


approximately $600,000 in write-offs | 
|Goldwyn’s production staff as an ex- 
| ecutive. 


will be shown in the 1936 annual 
statement. This leaves Universal in 
fine shape to go ahead and show a 
quick profit on future operations. 


In addition, it is generally known | 


in the street that the various steps 
taken by Universal to combine and 
absorb numerous subsidiaries will 
work for sweeping economy and sav- 
ing in taxes two ways. 

This attitude toward Universal 
perhaps was best illustrated in Wall 
Street about a month ago when the 
three-quarter report showed a net 
loss of around $800,000, yet both the 
preferred and common stocks ad- 
vanced following issuance of the 
statement. 


sidering Write-Ofts 


Col. J. H. Cooper’s Burn 


Toronto, Dec. 15. 

Col. John H. Cooper, head of the 
Canadian film board of trade, is 
burning again. Says Canada with 
10.000.C00 or more people rolis up 
smaller film b.o. totals than Aus- 
tralia with 6,500,000 and something 
must be done. 

Says this dominion 500 
features a year but only 100 are any 
good. So it must all be the fault 
of Hollywood. 





imports 


SAM MARX LEAVES M-G; 


GOLDWYN’S STORY AIDE 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 


Sam Marx has joined Samuel 


Goes over from Metro Jan. 
1 as an editorial aide to work with 


| writers. 


\berg, with whom he was associated 


at Universal, Marx has been, in turn, | 
in charge of writers, story editor and 
more recently an associate producer. | 





HORNE’S IDEA SAFARI 
Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
In search of talent and ideas for 
|*Vogues of 1937,’ which he produces 
|for Walter Wanger, Hal Horne flew 
| to New York last Saturday (12). 
Picture hits cameras around Jan. 
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‘Show Boat’s’ Record 





Sydney, Nov. 27 
‘Show Boat’ (U) still contin- 
ues to smash ail existing 
records in this territory by 


RKO Show-Cause Order 
Dec. 21 on Assets’ Sales 


An order signed by Federal Judge 
William Bondy Thursday (10) di- 








swinging into its 23rd week and 
still capacity. 

According to plans, pie will 
run well into 1937. Reported 
that over 100 people have al- 
ready seen the pic more than 





10 times, and it is on repeat 
visits that biz builds still 
higher. 








PHIL SELZNICK SET 


FOR H’WOOD INVASION 


Cleveland, Dec. 15. 

Phil Selznick, nitery owner and 
one-time film salesman, is motoring 
his family and backers of his pro- 
posed film producing company out to 
Hollywood. He is leaving Jan. 4, to 
buy studio space for his Phil Selz- 
nick Motion Pictures, Inc. Two other 
nephews are his chief angels. One 
is Max Young, operator of an Ohio 


chain of nabes and brewery in Can- | 


ton, O.. and Saul Meltzer of Jersey 
City, who is in gas and oil business. 
Latter used to be interested in pix 


| production, putting up some of the 
Taken to Metro by Irving Thal- | 


money for ‘Vanishing Frontier’ and 
series of Mickey McGuire comedies, 

Selznick claims he has an option 
on all the western best-sellers writ- 
ten by Charles Alden Seltzer, Cleve- 


land novelist, which he plans 

either produce himself or sell to 
other studios. Also claims a con- 
tract wiht Ted Fio Rito to or- 


chestrate and write songs for his 


initial pictures. 





De Mille Drops ‘Samson’ 
For ‘Buccaneer’ Flicker 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Dropping plans to produce ‘Sam- 
son and Delilah’ temporarily, C. B. 
DeMille is preparing to make ‘The 
Buccaneer,’ starting April 1, as his 
next for Paramount. 
may follow the pirate yarn, 

‘The Buccaneer’ is the story of 
Jean Lafitte, outlaw of the seas, who 
allied himself with Andrew Jackson 
and held Louisiana against the Brit- 
ish at the battle of New Orleans. 
Paramount owns a play of the same 


name, authored by Maxwell Ander- | 


son, dealing with the life of Sir 
Henry Morgan. Only the title will 


| be used by DeMille. 





Botsford Back at Work 


Hollywood, Dee. 15. 
Following a two-month vacation, 
A. M. Botsford has returned to Para- 
mount studio to resume post of ex- 
ecutive assistant to William Le 
Baron, which Chandler Sprague re- 
cently vacated, 


Botsford has relinquished actual 
production and is devoting his time 
to exec details, working with asso- 
ciate producers. 





Benchley’s ‘How’ Briefs 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Robert Benchley’s new deal with 
Metro calls for two shorts to be 
made in New York. Titles will be 
‘How to Read’ and ‘How to Pay Your 
Income Tax.’ 

Benchley is seripting the numbers 
which will be’ directed by Felix E. 
Feist. 








Gable for ‘Wind’—Maybe 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
David Selznick may make a deal 
this week to get Clark Gable to play 
the part of Rhett Butler in ‘Gone 
with the Wind.’ 


Selznick had conferences with 
Gable over the weekend and latter 
is willing to play the role if his 
Studio okays it. 





CLARKE’S ‘WALLINGFORD’ 


Donald Henderson Clarke has 
closed up his home in Florida tem- 
porarily to write an adaptation in 
Hollywood of ‘Get Rich Quick Wal- 











| lingford’ for Selznick-International. 
| Picture will. have Edward Arnold 
and Adolphe Menjou in the cast. Re- 
lease title will be “The World Is an 
Oyster.’ 

Clarke has been doirg his writ- 
ing in Florida for several years be- 
} cause of his health, 


to | 


rected the creditors of RKO to show 
leause on Dec. 21 why the Irving 
|'Trust Co., as trustee, should not take 
the following steps in connection 
| with the reorganization proceedings: 
| To cause the Stadium 


assets, including collateral on loans, 
now held by Stadium. This will be 
done in return for the payment by 
Stadium to the Orpheum trustee of 
$700,000 in cash and the cancellation 
of notes made by Orpheum amount- 


ing to $2,880,686 now in Stadium’s 
possession. William J. Donovan, | 
counsel for Irving Trust, submitted 


the proposal to the court. 


CANTOR BOOKED SOLID 
FOR CHI CHARITIES 


Chicago, Dec. 15. 

Eddie Cantor arrives in Chicago 

tomorrow (Wednesday) as the guest 
of Benjamin Landis, attorney, Harris 
Perlstein, head 
and L. L. Cohen, president of Union 
| Asbestos. Cantor is combining three 
|big charity drives in one on this 
_visit, and is booked solid for Wednes- 
day and Thursday. 

Coming in on the Century tomor- 
row he will have breakfast with the 
Jewish Welfare Relief; at noon, 
lunch at the Standard Club with the 
three men mentioned above. 
| lunch, an invitation affair, is the re- 
| sult of their pledge to bring over 100 
| Jewish children from Germany. This 
| is known as the Youth Alyiah Move- 
| 





| ment, 
| Wednesday night he has dinner and 
| banquet at Glencoe for the same 
| Alyiah Movement, at which dinner 
| the cost will be $360 per plate, with 
|25 sold. At 10 p.m. he is guest of 
honor at Chicago’s biggest charity 
|show and the personal guest of 
| Mayor Edward Kelly and Barnett 





Theatre | 
'Corp. to offer to purchase from the | 


trustee of Orpheum Circuit, Inc., all | iS 
2 | withdrawn from all activities of the 


of Pabst Brewing, | 


This | 


Biblical story | 


| 

Hodes. 
Thursday morning, breakfast at the | 
Shoreland Hotel on the Alyiak drive; | 
| Thursday lunch, at the Standard Club 
with 1,500 people of the Community | 
| Committee of Jewish Charities. | 
| Thursday night, dinner with the Jew- | 
ish War Veterans, and Friday morn- | 
|ing a date with the Union Pacific | 
streamliner for California. 


ue, | 
| 


Joe Laurie, Jr.’s, M-G Test | 


} 








Metro is testing Joe Laurie, Jr., 
for films in New York this week. 
Studio is endeavoring to work out an 
acting deal for the comedian-writer 
through the Morris office. 

Laurie is current in ‘Swing Your 
Lady’ on Broadway. 











| Fanchon’s Par ‘Moon’ 


| Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Fanchon (ex-F&M) will produce 
| and supervise music on ‘Turn Off the 
Moon’ at Paramount. Musical com- 
jedy is based on Mildred Harring- 
ton’s Satevepost yarn, with much of 
the action taking place in a depart- 
‘ment store’s model cottage. 
Eleanore Whitney and Johnny 
Downs will be featured, Marguerite 
Roberts doing the screen play. 








Roland Young East 


Hollywood, Dee. 15. 

Roland Young washed up his 
scenes in ‘Call It a Day’ at Warners 
and planed out for New York. 

He'll start rehearsals for an un- 
titled show which his mother-in- 
| law, Clare Kummer, will produce on 
Broadway. 


ITOA’s New P.A. 


The Independent Theatre Owners 
Association this week appointed 
Lionel Toll, film and radio publicist, 
as publicity director for the organi- 
zation, 

House organ, called The Indepen- 
| dent, will be edited by Toll. 











GINGER’S MOTHER STAGING 


Baltimore, Dec. 15. 

Ginger Rogers’ mother, Mrs, Lela 
Rogers, will stage next production 
at Vagabonds, little theatre group 
here, Piece will be S. N. Behiman’s 
‘Rain from Heaven.’ 

Arriving late this month, Mrs. Rog- 
ers will call rehearsal drills after 
New Year’s Day. 





A 


U QUITS COAST 
PRODUCERS 
ASSN 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Universal studio has definitely 
Motion Picture Producers’ Associa. 
tion here, although the actual resig. 
nation has not yet been tendered to 


the directorate. Representatives of 
| Universal will not attend any future 
meetings of the association or fee] 
influenced by any future resolutions 
of the body. 

The position taken at the studio 


has the approval and support of the 
| New York home office but the deci- 
| sion to withdraw was made by studio 
|execs here as a result of events 
| which led up to the resignation of 
| William Koenig as executive general 
| manager last month and his place- 
| ment as studio manager at Metro. 

Although the producers § associa- 
tion here is a branch of the Hays 
office, the severance of relations be- 
| tween Universal studio and the local 


| Organization will not affect the mem- 
bership of Universal in the Motion 
Picture Producers & Distributors of 
America, Inc., which headquarters 
and operates in New York. 

Ist to Act in MPTOA Issue 

Universal has been active recently 
in all matters affecting the distribu- 
tors organization and was the first 
company to accede to requests of 
the Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
of America for revision of certain 
| distribution trade practices. 

While Universal does not regard 
the Koenig resignation as a serious 
disturbance of its organization, be- 
cause his duties were immediately 
absorbed by James P. Normanly and 
| Val Paul, an investigation of the 
| circumstances which preceded Koe- 
| nig’s departure is said to have con- 
| vinced Universal there was no pur- 
| pose to be gained in any further par- 
ticipation in affairs of the local asso- 
ciation. 


MAXWELL WANTS SOME 
MORE SMALL CHANGE 


London, Dec. 15. 

John Maxwell is going to the pub- 
lic for a further $10,000,000 with an 
issue of 412% first mortgage deben- 
ture stock of a new company called 
Associated British Properties, Lid. 
Company has been régistered with 
ordinary capital of $5,000,000, which 
will be held entirely by Associated 
British Picture Corp., Maxwell's 
main holding unit. 

New company takes over the leases 
of 53 theatres from Associated Cin- 
ema Properties, Ltd. at a price of 
$15,000,000, and will rent them to 
A.B.P.C. for a term of 35 years at 
an annual rental of $900,000, 

London Film Productions (Alex 
Korda) is holding its annual meeting 
Dec. 21, at which time the board will 
ask the sanction of the shareholders 
to borrow another hunk of coin. 

What the company wants now is 
another $8,750,009. 





Brown Directs ‘Idiot’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Clarence Brown has been set to 
direct ‘Idiot's Delight’ at Metro, 
which for a time seemed a produc- 
tion doubtful because of censor an- 
gles and protests from the consul of 
at least one foreign government. 
Clark Gable will play the Alfred 
Lunt role. 

Robert E. Sherwood, author of the 
play, will adapt for the screen. 











20th Signs A. L. Golden 


Pittsburgh, Dee. 15. 

Alfred L. Golden, playwright and 
director of ‘“Y’ Playhouses here, 
planed out for Hollywood over the 
week-end at call from 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox to join studio’s scenario 
staff. It’s a six-month contract with 
options. 

Golden, a local investigator for the 
probation office of the Allegheny 
County courts, authored ‘Mimi 
Scheller,’ the prison melodrama Ned 
Jakobs did on Broadway earlier this 
season, and has a new one, ‘It’s 8 
Cinch,’ being touted for production 
by same sponsor, His wife will join 


him in Hollywood shortly after the 





first of the year. 
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So Far as Any GB-20th-Metro Deal’s 


- Concerned the Ostrers Seemingly 
Just Came Over for the Voyage 


ee + 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

There’s no Gaumont-British, 20th 
@entury-Fox, Metro alliance. The 
two-week trip to America of Isadore 
and Maurice Ostrer was a washout. 
They came on to make a deal just 
one way and that way only. Joe 
Schenck, Sid Kent, Nicholas M. 
Schenck and Louis B. Mayer, who 
were factors in the various confer- 
ences that occurred, knew that. They 
let the Ostrer boys talk. The local 
boys were good listeners. All they 
could glean from the conversation 
was that the Ostrers had made a 
commitment to John Maxwell when 
they sold him 750,000 shares of non- 
yoting Metropolis-Bradford ‘B’ stock 
(M-B being holding company for 
G-B) for $3,000,000; that they would 
try and get the American companies 
to relinquish their holdings in the 
setup to Maxwell, or to get the 
Americans to permit them to sell 
the 5,100 shares of operating G-B 
stock which they held in M-B. 

‘ However, the Schencks, Mayer and 
Kent had a different idea. They 
were not going to bow to Maxwell, 
who, they felt, figured with such a 
move that he would control the 
booking situation in England and 
the London area and that probably 
20th Century-Fox and Metro pic- 
tures would not get as good terms 
or playing time. 

Therefore, after Maurice Ostrer 
had been here four days dividing 
his time between Palm Springs and 
Beverly Hills, awaiting the arrival 
of his brother Maurice, who was de- 
layed a couple of days en route by 
bad flying conditions, the two Lon- 
doners got together and held. one 
Session with the Schencks, Kent and 
Mayer, The Ostrers did the talking. 

They stated that to their way of 
seeing the situation it might be best 
for the Americans to withdraw from 
& position where they held the lever- 
age and let that go to Maxwell. 
There was plenty of heavy talk in 
this respect, They told how they 

ad made a contract with Maxwell 
whereby they coulti not sell or dis- 
pose of any of their interests in the 
setup for a five-year period without 
his consent. The Schencks and Kent 
reminded them that they had such 
# deal with them too, and it was 
hot going to change. 


Just Talkin’ 


It did not deter the Ostrer boys 
from trying, They kept on talking. 
But nothing happened after four 
hours of talk last Thursday (10) so 
the Ostrers decided to call it a pleas- 
ant voyage and pulled out for New 
York next night (11) to sail for 
London Wednesday (16). 

Thereafter poth the Ostrer boys, 
the Schencks, Kent and Mayer were 
nhon-committal, 

However, on Saturday (12) Sidney 
R. Kent, who left following night 
for New York, issued a statement to 
the following effect: 

‘The status of Gaumont-British 
deal remains precisely as it was be- 
fore the arrival in Hollywood of the 

strer brothers. Our discussions with 
hem were friendly and they de- 
parted without any conclusion being 
reached. We still hold our stock 
in the company, and it is not for 
sale. Further than this there is ab- 
solutely nothing to state.’ 

it 1S understood that the Ostrers 
will report to Maxwell on the atti- 

‘ tude of the 20th-Metro group on the 
matter and that probably within an- 
other 60 days they will have another 
Proposal to make with respect to a 

: three-cornered alliance of the com- 
panies besides letting Maxwell figure 
is some way. This proposition, it 
anid, if made, will have to keep 
well in the background and off 
oked pany board and must be 
bo by the British authorities be- 

te 20th Century-Metro crowd 

1 discuss it again. Then the Os- 

‘rs will be expected to come to 

erica and submit it, this possibly 
er Sid Kent might take a trip to 
idon and examine it before advis- 

them there is a possibility of a 

1 being consummated. j 

nd after the thing is all washed 

Hollywood is stil! speculating as 

















More ae Hives 





Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Sir Guy Standing, William Fraw- 
ley, Ray Milland and Christopher J. 
Dunphy have departed to drum up 
biz for Paramount’s silver jubilee for 
Adolph Zukor. Standing went into 
Canada for three weeks. Frawley 
and Dunphy into the middle west, 
Chicago, Milwaukee, 
and Detroit. 

Milland left for Boston pa.’s. 
and Dunphy will present 1,500 stills, 
which were made during the last 25 
years, to the Harvard University li- 
brary. 


WALL ST. SEES 
ANY COL. BID 
AS IS 


Wall Street intimations are that 
John E. Otterson’s bid for half of the 
stock holdings of Harry and Jack 
Cohn, in Columbia Pictures, still 
stands tops, but whether a deal of 
that kind, as around $70 per share, 
has a chance of being concluded de- 
pends almost wholly on the Cohn 
boys. 

Financial observers who should 
know think that. the Cohn boys may 
not be inclined to take up the Otter- 
son bid because that bid is for half of 
the Cohns’ holdings only. 

The Warner possibility is that 
Columbia _ situation came _ about 
through Jack Cohn and Joe Bern- 
hard, but seemingly that idea didn’t 
progress very far and may have 
started and ended in one conference 
or two, and some weeks ago at that. 

Otterson’s attorney was on the 
Coast not so long ago looking into 
the Columbia possibility, but as yet 
there is nothing official to indicate 
how much further the matter has 
gone. 

There is nothing forthcoming so 
far on any other possible bids for 
the Cohn boys’ stock, and likely 
nothing much can be figured to hap- 
pen until the Cohns themselves start 
speeding the situation. 

Except that a British-American 
group was mentioned as a third pos- 
sible bidder in the situation, no fur- 
ther information on this point has 
been gathered. 


SCHULBERG PROBABLY 
PARTING WITH PAR 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Whether B. P. Schulberg will con- 
tinue with Paramount at the con- 
clusion of his present one-year pact 
is now under consideration, Chances 
at this date are that a friendly sepa- 
ration is in prospect, 

Ralph A. Kohn, former Par execu- 
tive, is Schulberg’s associate, 

















Zanuck a Legionnaire 





Hollywood, Dec. 13. 

Joseph M. Schenck feted Darryl 
Zanuck Sunday (13) on occasion of 
the producer receiving the cross of 
a Chevalier of the French Legion 
of Honor. 

Presentation was 
French consul here. 


made by the 


to who will take care of A. C. Blu-| 


menthal who declared he was the 
broker in the proposition and came 
here from England with Isidore 
Ostrer. But latter denied for some} 
time that Blummey was the broker 
as did Joseph M. Schenck, for the 
American interests. 
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| First Week in December, 

| Nationally, Is 6-8% Better 
Than Corresponding Pe- 
riod a Year Ago—Thanks- 
giving’s Pace, Likewise 
Over Previous Year 


. diipeciati 


FREE SPENDING 





| - With grosses the first two weeks in 


Indianapolis | 


| December running well ahead of last 
year and importantly offsetting the 
| usual pre-Christmas famine for the- 
| atres, the fourth quarter of the year, 
taking in October, November and 
| Peddusber through to Jan, 1, should 
increase of 10% the 
1935. This showing | 


anticipates 


show an over 
same period in 
not only the strongest 
Christmas week in seven years but 
makes allowance for nine Xmas 
shopping days to go as well as- for 
two bad weeks prior to Thanksgiv- 
ing. 

Although shopping started carlier | 
this year, with leading department 
stores packed prior to Dec. 1 and 
| larger crowds noted in downtown 
|areas, so far the opposition from 
Santa Claus has been much less se- | 
vere than in former years. While 
people are spending freely for 
Christmas this year, they are appar- 
ently not cutting down. on pictures 


as much as formerly. The first week 
in December reveals a boost of from 
6-8% in business over the same 
week last year, a healthy upturn. 
The second week of the month, with 
shopping getting hotter, also finds the 





} 
| 
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PRE:XMAS BIZ 10%, OVER ’35 





Nixes Revised 


Film Quota, 
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He Found Out 


London, Dec. 6. 

Herbert Wilcox admitted he 
had learned something during 
his trip to the United States, 
making a statement on his re- 
turn. 

He went over with deals 
totaling $250,000 in star con- 
tracts virtually closed, but dis- 
covered when he got there the 
agents were trying to unload on 
him material that was washed 
up and thrown into the discard. 





‘I went out,’ he stated, ‘to 
finalize’ the signing of certain 
artists, but found that 75% of 


them would have kept my pic- 
tures out of the theatres. Brit- 
ish producers are being induced 
to sign stars who not only are 
of no positive value, but are a 
negative value at the box office. 
Prices quoted are so high that 
we think over here they must 
be valuable,’ Ata 

His advice to British pro- 
ducers before signing stars was 
to make investigations in New 
York to ascertain their box 
office value, 











theatres ahead of the corresponding 
tative comparative figures. 


the month is likely to be big, it is 
believed in operating circles that this 
December may be better than the 
same month in 1935 by as much as 
10%. It may even exceed that in- | 
erease, The fact that Thanksgiving 
day was considerably better than last 
year after a post-election lull at the 
box office, leads to the conclusion 
that this Xmas will also be the best 
since ’29, 

In some cases key pictures are be- 
ing obtained for the week ahead of 
Xmas, but with operators looking for 
a killing Christmas and New Year 
weeks, in most instances the stronger 
pictures are being held for opening 
Christmas day or thereabouts, 





Los Angeles, Dec. 15. 


Picture house grosses are off 10- 
20% in the three weeks since 
Thanksgiving Day, with both circuit 
and exhibs looking for further drops 
between now and Xmas. Hardest hit 
are the subsequent run and neigh- 


week a year back, according to ten- 


Considering that the final week of | 





borhood houses, with trade still hold- 
ing satisfactory in the Class A first- | 
run situations, . 

Survey of grosses currently with | 
similar period in 1929, just preceding | 
depression, lead exhibs here to be- 
lieve that prosperity this year, as 
then, will spell more spending for | 
Yule gifts and less attention to film 
entertainment, excepting in the case 
of outstanding pictures. 


HAYS HOOSIERING FOR 
XMAS, THEN TO COAST 








| 


| Will Hays leaves early next week | 
| for his home in Sullivan, Ind., 
|where he will spend the holidays 
with his family. He plans to leave 





there early in January for Holly- 
wood, without returning to New 
York City. 

The head of the Motion Picture 
Producers & Distributors Association 
expects to remain on the Coast for 


several months this winter. 





BALCON HEADS 
METRO PROD. 
IN LONDON 


London, Dec. 15. 

Michael Balcon has secured a re- 
lease from Gaumont-British as pro- 
duction director and is leaving Jan. 
1 to join Metro here. Will make pic- 
tures with Ben Goetz as general 
manager, 

Contract is for seven years and not 
less than four films annually. Idea 
is not to make ordinary quotas but 
to bring over directors, technicians, 
and stars from Hollywood. 

Balcon was getting $50,000 annu- 
ally from Gaumont and it is under- 
stood he is getting $75,000 from M-G. 

First productions will probably 
be at Elstree. 


MORONEY, WHILE IN NY., 
TO DISCUSS RKO REORG 


Attorney John Moroney of Dallas, 
member of the committee for unse- 
cured creditors of RKO, in New 
York presently, 1s expected to con- 
fer with Carlos Israels of the down- 
town law firm of White & Case, at- 
torneys for the committee, regard- 
ing RKO’s reorganization plan. 

This committee recently notified 
creditors of RKO concerning the 
committee’s objection of the pro- 
posed reorganization plan of RKO. 
However, prior to such notification, 
the unsecured creditors’ committee 
was invited to discuss the situation 
with the proponents of the plan. It 
is believed, therefore, that such dis- 
cussions may be held soon while 
Moroney is in New York. 

The next hearing on the plan is 
Dec. 23, but pending such discussions 
as mentioned, the court hearings 
and any possible amendments to the 
plan which may be made from time 
o time, the committee in its notice 
to creditors indicated it will with- 
hold its recommendations. 


McDonough’s Yen 














| ($1,200,000). 


MP U.S. Ambassador Phillips in Rome 


Itale-American 
So It's Status Quo 


— 


Rome, Dec. 15. 

From unofficial but authoritative 
sources it is learned that the Amer- 
ican-Italian film negotiations have 
again reached an impasse. Despite 
the fact that the government dis- 
tinctly promised both U. S. Ambas- 
sador Phillips and Will Hays, repre- 
sentative of the U. S. film industry, 
that matters would be straightened 
out pronto, there seems now to be 
nothing but trouble ahead—at least 
for a while. For the first time since 
the negotiations started the govern- 
ment put its ‘new’ and ‘compromised’ 


| terms on paper and, when this docu- 


ment reached the desk of the Am- 
bassador Saturday, he sent it right 
back labelled ‘unsatisfactory,’ not 
even stopping to consult the State 
Department in WAshington. 

When Hays was here and went into 
conference with the various officials, 


| one of the promises made him by 


both Mussolini directly and by Count 
Ciano, his Foreign Minister, was that 


| the amount of money American film 


firms would be permitted to export 
would be lifted to 24,000,000 lires 
Last Monday (7) the 
Federazione Nazionale Fascista degli 
Industriali dello Spettacolo (talian 


film industry) met, however, and 
limited this ugure to 16,000,000 
($800,000). That’s only }twice the 


original stopgap figure. 

When Ciano told Ambassador Phil- 
lips this, it is learned, the Ambas- 
sador asked how come and said it 
had been a misunderstanding; that 
the original 24,000,000 figure included 
all exporters and that the 16,000,000 
figure was the American share of 
that. 

There were several other points in- 
volved, however, such as unlimited 
import, which the Italians changed 
about on. Anyway, the Ambassador 
simply turned the whole matter 
down as ‘unsatisfactory.’ 

Washington Backs Him Up 
Washington, Dec. 15. 

State Department, after digesting 
reports from Ambassador Phillips in 
Rome on the film matter, consulted 
with Will H. Hays of the Motion Pic- 
ture Producers & Distributors of 
America, Inc., and tried to figure a 
way out of the current impasse. Sent 
word, finally, to the Ambassador, not 
to ease up on demands and to in- 
sist on going through with the deal as 
arranged between the Ambassador, 
Hays and Italian authorities several 
weeks ago in Rome. Also to get this 
in writing, 





Trade Knows the Angles 

While the official channels of the 
government and Hays office seem 
surprised at the recurring difficulties 
in Italy, the trade proper expected 
little else. Ever since the trouble 
started, about two months ago, and 
American film companies made a 
united stand by walking out of the 
market, the film companies have in- 
sisted that only a distinct and im- 
possible-to-misunderstand legal pub- 
lication of a new and easier law 
would make them return. 

When Hays, after rushing to Italy 
and personally taking the matter in 
hand by conferring with the Italian 
officials, told the industry that he 
was ‘confident everything would be 
arranged satisfactorily in the very 
near future,’ the American film com- 
panies’ export managers still insisted 
on waiting and finding out. While 


they figured they knew the European 
governments and their tactics also, 
Thus, the only reaction in this quar- 
ter in face of the new tangents is a 
shrug of the shoulders. 


Hubbard May Go UA 











J. R. McDonough, erstwhile RKO- | 


} 
Radio studio head, has a ven to re- | 


; turn to picture production. 


He’s mulling the a. of financing | 
his own indie ut McDonough had 
jno film ey erience prior to going 






with R,; 








Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Lucien Hubbard. who leaves Metro 
an. 1, is negotiating a producer deal 
with United Artists, as well as with 
other studios. 
Former looks hot currently, UA to 
finance his product. 
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PIX REPS JUST DIDN'T SEEM TO CARE 
ABOUT BERRY’S INDUSTRIAL CONFAB 





Even the Indies Didn’t Show Up — Others There No Injunction 
Just as Observers — NRA Revival Idea Will | 


Be Pursued 





Washington, Dec. 15. 

Joint maneuvers by New Deal re- 
formers and independent exhibiters 
to resuscitate the film code flopped 
last week when major. industry 
groups boycotted the second annual 
Federal council for industrial 
progress. 

With the -gabfest-shunned by al- 
most every leading industry and 
important trade association, projected 
informal meeting of factions in film 
business was called off Wednesday 
(9) for lack of patronage and no 
special consideration was given the 
matter of regulating either labor 
conditions or trade practices in the 
picture field. The council sessions 
were pretty much a farce, with labor 
leaders dominating the proceedings, 
‘observers’ far outnumbering actual 
delegates, and management repre- 
sentation confined primarily to small 
manufacturing lines and distributing 
trade. 

The film meeting which, according 
to advance ballyhoo, was to draw 
several dozen spokesmen for all 
branches and groups, was cancelled 
hurriedly when it became apparent 
there would not be enough partici- 
pants to get up a bridge game. With 
the collapse ef this sly move to force 
major interests into a corner, all 
interest in film matters died pronto. 

Originally shrouded in mystery, 
the proposed film industry confab 
was revealed eventually to be 
essentially the idea of the inde- 
pendent exhibitor faction. Front 
man was Lowell Mason, who, as 
counsel for the short-lived Darrow 
Board in 1934, slammed the picture 
code, assailed major producers, and 
roasted Deputy Administrator Sol A. 
Rosenblatt. Mason participated in 
the industrial progress sessions in 
dual capacity, first as administration 
spokesman for management with 
credentials from Mejor George L. 
Berry, Federal coordinator for in- 
dustrial cooperation, and second as 
proxy for the Independent Theatre 
Owners’ Association. 

Little Interest 

The abortive attempt to revive 
interest in a new N. R. A. for films 
appeared to have the support of only 
a handful of individuals, although 
Berry aides originally claimed the 
Hays organization and most large 
producers in their _ individual 
capacities were in favor of a peace- 
ful get-together. As far as could be 
discovered, Abram F. Myers, general 
counsel of Allied States Association; 
Harry Brandt, New York chain 
exhibitor, and a few I.T.O.A. lesser- 
lights were the only individuals who 
desired to hold the meeting. 


Forced to cancel the session be- 


cause no conferees showed up, the 
Berry organization tried unsuccess- 
fully to cover up identity of the film 
meeting sponsors. The Coordinator’s 
office was reluctant to give any 
detailed explanation why the sched- 
uled tete-a-tete was called off and 
tried vainly to conceal the fact that 
the idea was received coldly when 
first broached. Even after the plan 
collapsed, Berryites insisted platoon 
of film reps would attend the gen- 
eral meeting and still contended the 
idea of reviving self-regulation had 
widespread backing. 

‘The individuals interested in t 2 
conference got together and decided 
it would be unwise to go into the 
council with any preconceived ideas’ 
was the only formal alibi from 
Berry circles for cancelling the 
meeting. When pressed for names of 
the individuals who got together, 
Coordinator’s aides admitted the 
only persons really interested were 
Mason and Abram F. Myers, chair- 

The host of 


yan of Allied States. 
Lye Karkers whom Berry staff pre- 
oo icted would attend the entire coun- 


cil proceedings never materialized. 
Even the indie faction failed to 
make an official appearance at the 
Berry gabfest. Myers was not on the 
list of delegates or observers, nor 
was Brandt or Nathan’ Yamins, 
Allied prez. The only major pro- 
ducer exec carded to appear, Merlin 
H. Aylesworth of RKO, did not show 
up. None of the local Hays crowd 


paid any particular attention to the | 





proceedings. 
| 
Legislation 
A legislative program calling or| 
enactment of a new Federal fair 


trade law containing many basic 
principles of the National Recovery 
Act will be presented to President 


(Continued on page 11) 
WB Lawyers’ New Firm 
With the resignation of Abel 


Carey Thomas from the firm because 
of illness, the name of the Warner 
Bros. law office affiliation has been 
changed from Thomas & Friedman 
to Friedman, Bareford & Hazen. 
Stanleigh P. Friedman, Harold S. 
Bareford and Joseph Hazen com- 
prise the firm. 


Thomas was formerly secretary 
and general counsel, as well as a 
member of the board of directors, 
of the producing company. These 
titles are now held by Rebert W. 
Perkins. 





See $400,000 Technicolor 


Action of directors last week in 
declaring a cash dividend of 50c on 
the capital stock gave Technicolor 
stockholders their initial divvy dis- 
tribution. The dividend is payable 
Dec. 26 to stockholders on record 
Dec. 18. Directors also yoted a bonus 
of one to two weeks’ salary to all 
employes with the company for 
three months or longer. This action 
was taken on the recornmendation of 
Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, president. 


It was revealed that there. now are 
about 725,000 shares of Technicolor 
outstanding. While the earnings of 
the corporation for the current year 
were not revealed, the dividend and 
bonus actions indicate that officials 
expect the annual report for 1936 to 
show net profit in excess of $400,000. 
Only a small loss was shown last 
year, 





Net with 50c Cash Divvy'| 


A 
- 





Vs. 
‘15 Maiden Lane’ But 
Quick Trial Ordered 


Temporary injunction against the 





| 








| showing of 20th Century-Fox’s film, | 


15 Maiden Lane,’ was denied by N. 
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Incorporations 


NEW YORK 


Albany. 

Bannister-Byrne, Ine., New York; the- 
atrical business; capital stock, 200 shares, 
no par value, Incorporators: J. Ed- 
mund Byrne, 250 Broadview avenue, 
New Rochelle, N. Y¥.; Albert Bannister, 
313 West Slst street, New York City; 
Thomas H. Watson, Jr., 180 Central 
Park, South, New Yerk City, 

Hugo-Martin Orchestra, Ine., Manhat- 
tan: agency for musicians, ete.; capital 


stock, 200 shares, no par value. Incor- 
porators: Jacob 8. Markowitz, Jacob J. 
Siegel, Nehemiah Poller, all of 154 Nas- 
sau street. New York City. 

Harry Heward, Ine., Manhattan: the- 
atrical business: capital stock, 70 shares, 
$800 par valwe. Incorporators: Harry 


Howard, Irving Siark, Max Stark, all of 
150 West 47th 


street, New York City. 


A House in the Country, Ine., New 
York; theatrical business; capital stock, 
1/10 shares, $100 par value Incorporaters: 
Ann Leitman, Rose Brown, Bugene V. 

| Weissman, all of 10 East 40th street, 


Y. Supreme Court Justice Louis Val- | 


ente Monday (14). Court held that 
although the circumstanees did not 
warrant such drastic action there 
was some cause for calling an im- 
Judge set Jan. 5 as 


mediate trial. 


| the date for the hearing of the issues hattan: 


| of the case. 

Action involves a point of law 
| which affects the rights of picture 
eompanies to show impromptu shots 
| of crowds without obtaining indi- 
vidual permission of the persons pho- 
tographed. Case before Justice Val- 


suit brought by Harry Cook, 18, who 
was one of a crowd filmed outside of 
15 Maiden Lane. The boy claims 
that the picture was taken of him 
| without his permission and without 
compensation, and contends that he 
was unwillingly made an ‘actor’ in 
the production. His attorney argued 
that although the stock sequence 
showed Cook in less than five feet 
of films he was an important part of 
the production, 


the injunction appeal held that ‘al- 
though the acts of the defendant may 
constitute a literal violation of the 
| civil rights law, it is seriously ques- 
| tionable whether they violate the 
| spirit and purpose of the statute.’ 








Porter Play-Bound 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Cole Porter will wend his way 
east soon to pound out a play for 
Max Gordon. 


Chore dependart on his washup 
treatment on ‘Rosalie’ at Metro. 





Justice Valente in his decision on | 


New York City, 


Nottingham Amurement Corp. of 
America, Manhattan: general theatrical 
jand amusement business; capital stock, 
}100 shares, no par value Incoerporators: 
i John J. Ryan, 1802 East 3ist_ street, 
| Brooklyn, N. Y.; Elinor Fellows, 183 West 
i; 8&th street, New York City; Margaret 
| M Jackson, 7721 Ridge boulevard, 
| Brookivn, N. Y. 


American Communications Corp., Man- 
general radio business: capital 


stock, 20,000 shares, $1 par value. In- 
| corporaters: Belle Steiner, 5 Prospect 
| place, New York City; Ethel Hirshman, 


| 310 


Riverside drive. New York City; 


| Dorothy lL. Shereff, 315 East 68th street, 


| general 


| 


| Incorporators: KE. A. 


ente stems from a $50,000 damage | 


| motion 
|10 shares, 


| 
| 


New Yerk City. 

Sounds Reproductions Corp., New York: 
radio broadcasting business; 
eanpital stoek, 200 shares, no par valve. 
Pancoast, Jr., 97 
Westervelt avenue, Tenafiy, N. J.: James 
L.. Halligan, Hotel Montclair, New York 
City; J. Philip Pancoast, $7 Westervelt 
avenue, Tenafiy. N. J. 

Emerson Pictures Corp., New York: 
picture business; capital stock, 
no par value. Incorporators: 
Retty Kashare, 630 Ninth avenue, New 
York City; Henrietta Schwartz and Pearl 
Portnoy, both of 1450 Broadway, New 
York City. 

Who's Whe Pietures, Inc... Manhattan; 


|} motion picture business; capital stock, 
198 shares, mo par value. Incorporators: 
Harry 4G. Kosch, Harriet Margulies, 
Foseph Sehwartz. all of 383 Madison 





avenue, New York City. 

University Place Theatre Corp., Man- 
| hattan; theatrical business; capital stock, 
1100 shares, no par value. Incorporators: 

Herma E. Bogdish, Helen Haupt, Lionel 
Mann, all of 331 Madison avenue, New 
York City. 

Mattydale Amusement Corp., Syra- 
cuse: theatrical business; capital stock, 
209 shares, no par value. Incorpnorators: 
Rose Byer, 324 Bruce street. Syracuse, 
N. Y¥.: Alice Levey. 405 Ellis” street, 
Syracuse, N. Y.: Freda Kliman, 324 
| Bruce street, Syracuse, N 4 








Statement and Designation 

Leon Production Co., Dover, Del.; the- 
atrical business; canital stock, 600 shares, 
$25 par value. R. Martin, vice-president; 
New York office, 55 Cedar street. Filed 
by Chapman & Cutler, 111 West Monroe 
street, Chicago, Ill 

Change in Capital 

Audio Coler Motion Picture Corp., New 
York: $350,000; 62,000 shares, 12,000 pre- 
ferred, $35 par value: 50,000 common, 
ne par value, changed to 12,000 pre- 
ferred, $25 par value; 1,000 common, no 
par value. Filed by Thomas E. Murray, 
Jr., 22 Bast 40th street, New York City. 





show world. 


manager. 


cled events of all 








NEW YORK 





fields of amusements. 


PARIETY 





| CHICAGO 
| 


Not in Years, But in Service 


The true measure of the character of ‘VARIETY’ is the 
service it performs as the leading newspaper of the entire 


Impartial and accurate in reporting news, expert in 
its reviews of all forms of entertainment, “VaRIETY’, because 
of its usefulness, is an indispensable aid to the artist and the 


For nearly a third of a century ‘Variety’ has chroni- 
It has mirrored the 
changes and transitions. Its own news gathering organiza- 
tion has steadily expanded until it encircles the globe. 


Not years alone account for its unique place in 
journalism; but years of service, of independence and of 
vision are the reasons. 


3Ist Anniversary Edition 
To Be Published Late in December 


Reservations May Be Sent to Any Variety Office 


| LOS ANGELES 
154 West 46th St. | 1708 No. Vine St. |54 W. Randolph St.| 8 St. Martin’s Pl. 








| LONDON 
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WB Quarter Net 
Profit Exceeds 
2 Million; No Diy 


Wilmington, Dec, 15, 

Dividend policy of Warner Bros, 
Pictures, Inc., is being kept on the 
shelf pending negotiations which are 
under way for a refinancing pro- 
gram. Ivan Culbertson, Wilmington 
attorney, thus answered stockholder 
queries at the annual meeting here 
yesterday (Monday). Culbertson 
presided in the absence of Harry M, 
Warner, president, currently on the 
Coast. 

Meeting was quiet and quick, tak- 
ing place in the offices of the Cor- 
poration Trust Co. of America, resi- 





dent Delaware agents, under the 
charter laws, for Warner Bros. Cul- 
bertson is of local WB counsel. Ofe- 


ficials cleared for New York imme- 
diately after the meeting, dodging 


questions on the refinancing pro- 
gram. 

Five directors reelected for twoe 
year terms each: Samuel Carlisle, 


Stanleigh P. Friedman, 
Guggenheimer, Sam 
Morris Wolf. 

Culbertson announced consolidated 
profit of the company and subsidi- 
aries for the quarter ended Nov. 28 
as estimated to exceed $2,000,000, 
after allowance for regular taxes, 
but before allowance for undisturbed 
profits taxes. Profits for the corre- 
sponding 1935 quarter were $1,031,- 
315.96. Profits for the year ended 
Aug. 29, 1936, were $3,177,312.73 after 
all charges. 

Proxy committee consisted of Cul- 
bertson, Carlisle, and Joseph H. 
Hazen. Abel Klaw and John E. 
Krauss were tellers. Holdover board 
members are Harry M. Warner, pres- 
ident; Albert M. Warner and Jack 
L. Warner, vice-presidents; Robert 
W. Parkins, secretary and general 
counsel; Wadill Catchings and 
Joseph Bernhard. 


Charles S, 
E. Morris and 





Directors of Warner Bros. met in 
New York yesterday (Tues.) and re- 
elected the same officers for the 
coming year. No action was taken 
on dividends and none is expected 
this year. 


SEE ROSENBERG IN 
AS NEW AFM PREZ 


Jacob Rosenberg, secretary of Lo- 
cal 802, American Federation of Mu- 
sicians, who has had supervision of 
the drive for restoration of stage 
entertainment in picture houses, is 
strongly favored for the presidency 
of the union at the election tomor- 
row (Thurs.) over his opponents. 

The Rosenberg ticket iricludes 
Dick McCann for v.p., Willie Fein- 
berg as secretary, and Harry Suber, 
treasurer. This is the so-called blue 


ticket, others being the yellow and 
fusion tickets. 


Selig and Margolies 
Vice Waxman at ¢-B 


Al Margolies has resigned from 
United Artists, where he headed the 
publicity division, under Monroe 
Greenthal, effective Jan. 2, to go 
with Gaumont-British, in New York, 
in a similar capacity. 

GB advertising and publicity end 
will be split by Arthur Lee into two 
parts, with Al Selig handling adver- 
tising, after A. P. Waxman, present 
divisional chief of the whole, leaves 
the GB outfit, at the close of the year. 














COLUMBIA'S 214% DIVVY 


Columbia Pictures Corp. this week 
declared a semi-annual stock divi- 
dend of 242% on common shares. 
This is payable Feb. 23 to stock of 
record Feb. 9. The dividend is pay- 
able in common shares to common 
stockholders and in voting trust 
certificates to holders of the certifi- 
cates for the common stock. 

Six months ago a similar stock 
dividend was declared by Coluresia. 





Col. Pacts Jean Parker 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Columbia has put Jean Parker un- 
der contract. 
Studio is now hunting a vehicle for 
her. 
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WB Explains Why It Can't Join Philly 


UMPTO Boycott 


=e + 


Philadelphia, Dec. 15. 

Warner Brothers, in the middle on 
the United Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners boycott against Metro, will 
not go along with exhibs on the 
booking date strike, it had been de- 
cided. 

ied Schlanger, WB zone manager, 
explained company’s stand, ‘We have 
definite commitments with M-G-M 
and can’t legally get out of them.’ 
Refusing booking dates to Metro 
would constitute violation of fran- 
chise, he declared. Schlanger and 
other local WB officials had previ- 
ously refused to commit themselves 


Against Metro Pix 


? 

Roxy's Last Report 
According to the report filed by 
Howard S. Cullman, trustee for Roxy | 
theatre, N. Y., in U. S. District Court | 
last week, covering the period of | 
from Oct. 30 to Nov. 25, the cash re- | 
ceipts of the theatre amounted to | 


: | 
$150,916 and disbursements, $198,144. | 


The excess of $47,228 of the dis- | 
bursements over receipts is due, ac-| 
cording to the trustee, to the pay- 
ment of real estate taxes for the sec- 
ond half of 1936 and $7,500 for legal 
expenses allowed by the Court, 





on firm’s policy, but latest move was 
not unexpected. 

Although as operator of more than 
100 local film houses WB virtually 
supports UMPTO, it was 
hardly likely that company would 
join any overt move against Metro. 
That move, voted by UMPTO mem- 


bership several weeks ago, is iron- | 
clad agreement against booking any | 
Metro pix and boycotting of any ex- | 


hibs who do make such bookings. 

At last week’s board of managers 
meeting, $5,000 was voted as cam- 
paign iund in pressing boycott. 
Charles Segall, chairman of board, 
declared more money would be 
voted if needed. But in raising that 
money, which is proposed to be done 
by assessment of members according 
to seating capacity of their houses, 
WB would be calied on to contribute 
major share in fund for campaign in 
which they take no part and which 
may ultimately be used against tgem. 

According to Lewen Pizor, 
UMPTO prez, six national exhib 
groups will cooperate in the anti- 
Metro boycott, but doesn’t reveal 
their names, Claiming that 95% of 
local exhibs are already signed for 
Metro pix, distrib company says it’s 
unworried by whole affair. UMPTO 
execs, however, claim that figure is 
way out of line, 


BITTER LEGAL BATTLE 
OVER FOX, DET., REORG 


Detroit, Dec. 15. 

Ouster of the Union Guardian 
Trust Co. and Manager Dave Idzal 
as co-trustees of the Colwood Corp., 
Owners and operators of the Fox 
theaire here, is asked in a petition 
filed last week in federal court, be- 
fore which is pending a reorganiza- 
tion plan for the Fox. Hearing on 
the plan starts Saturday (19). 

The motion, filed by Harris W. 
Weinner, attorney for a bondholders’ 
protective committee, charges that 
the Colwood Corp. knowingly sold 
bonds on the Fox theatre building 
which amounted to virtually 100% 
of the building’s cost; that in order 
to float a bond issue of $6,400,000 to 
be secured by a trust mortgage and 





Sold and unwritten by Halsey, Stuart | 


& Co., the trust company and brok- 
erage firm misrepresented to the 
Michigan securities commish and the 


public through circulars the value | 
of the real estate by $4,000,000: and | 
that Halsey, Stuart obtained about | 
$700,000 in fees for handling the is- 


sue. 
Weinner, 
group is fighting the reorganization 
plan now pending, cited as the main 
reason for seeking removal of Idzal 
and the Union Guardian Trust as 
trustees, so as to have _ disin- 
terested persons appointed for the 
administration of the property, so 
that a true picture could be pre- 
sented the public. Idzal and the 
Union Guardian were appointed 
trustees of the company last June. 


Reorganization plan provides for | 


leasing of the theatre to National 
Theatres (Skouras), and exchange of 
each $1.000 bond for 10 shares of pre- 


ferred stock and 10 shares of com- 
mon, 


Brown’s Thriller 
Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Johnny Mack Brown goes to Uni- 
versal to be starred in a 12-chapter 
serial titled ‘Cowboys and Indians.’ 
Henry MacRae will produce, 


thought | 


whose bondholders’ | 


Philippines Restraint 
Suit May Reach Law 


Makers’ Next Session 


Manila, Dec. 13. 


against a group of subsidiaries 


-S 
» 


| 
| 
} 


PAR DROPS BUY-BACK RIGHT 








PERMANENT 509 MPTOA Sees the Skids to Ant: Pix 


THEATRE EAS Legislation if the Majors Make 


Better Concessions on 10-Point Plan 


Interstate Set, and Probably 


Also with Blank in Mid- 
west—Texas Chain Totals 
110 Theatres 





OTHER PARTNERSHIPS 





The buy-back privilege for Para-, 


mount under theatre partnerships, 
effected prior to reorganization of 
| the company, has been removed 
under a new deal with Karl Ho- 


blitzelle and may, also, be stricken 


| to engage in 
Illness of Mrs. Lambert necessitates 


from the partnership which the com- | 


pany has with A. H. Blank in the 
Midwest. With such action taken | 
over the Blank chain, Paramount's 


partnerships would be placed on a 


| permanent basis with both Hoblitz- | 


American major producers-distribu- | 


|tors by the Arco Amus. Co., Inc., in- | 
|dependent, operating several film 
theatres in the Philippines now 


| promises to wind up with a fight in 
ithe Commonwealth Assembly next 
isession over new legislation that 


|would curb such alleged unfair treat- | 


ment. Spokesman for Arco Amus. 
claims that the introductory part of 
|the draft to this measure, which the 
company expects to foster in the 
coming legislative assembly, already 
| is drawn up and that the full draft 
|will be ready shortly. 

Suit brought by Arco Amus, is 
|viewed here as seeking to destroy 
jan alleged monopoly in the film ex- 
|hibition business within the Philip- 
| pines. In addition to local exchanges 
and distributors, Warner Bros.-First 
National Pictures (Philippines), Inc., 
United Artists Corp., Fox Films Ex- 
port Co., Inc., and local managers are 
named as defendants. 

Plaintiff charges that the agree- 
;ments, contracts, combinations, con- 
spiracies and understandings of the 
defendants are all in violation of the 
act of the Philippine legislature 
which was designed to prohibit mon- 
|opolies and combinations in restraint 
of trade. Petition also alleges that 
'these were directed against the plain- 
tiff so that it damaged his business 
‘and benefited the biz of the several 
| defendants. Further charged that the 
'defendants have unlawfully restrict- 
,ed the supply of films suitable for 
exhibition. 


} 





\reform legislation, A. B, Collette, 
fmanager of Arco Amus., suggests 
placing films in the category of a 
| public utility. His attitude is that 


elle ; Blank 
Action started in local courts here | elle and — 


of | 


| Par’s Texas-New 





In his introduction to contemplated | 


iU. S. film distributors exert such a | 


| powerful influence that they damage 
|local circuit operations. 





LAURA ALBEE’S $287,500 


Laura F. Albee (Mrs. Reed Albee) 
of Larchmont, 
| (10) filed a petition in Federal dis- 
| trict court, N. Y., for leave to enter 
a formal claim against RKO for 
$287,500, plus interest since March, 
1933. The trustee for RKO has agreed 
to pay the claimant $187,500 in settle- 
ment, but as the time for filing of 
claims has expired, the claimant 


N. Y., on Thursday | 


| 


CLAIM ON RKO NOTE 


a 50% 
be 


controlling 


interest which they could not 


forced to sell. 


It is understood that part of the | 


agreement of the new deal which 
Paramount makes with the Hoblit- 
zelle-O’Donnell interests on Texas 
calls for payment to Paramount of 
$600,000, as consideration for the 
company releasing its option-to-re- 
purchase clause for the 10-year pe- 
riod of the deal, 


John Moroney, attorney for Hoblit- 
zelle, who came up on the deal for a 
permanent Hoblitzelle interest in 
Mexico group, is 
still in N. Y. Hoblitzelle has returned 
to Dallas. 

Under the arrangement with Ho- 
blitzelle, Paramount henceforth owns 
a standing interest of 50% in Inter- 
state Circuit, Inc., and Texas Con- 
solidated Theatres, Inc., while Ho- 
blizelle has the other 50% perma- 
nently for himself and his associates, 
which include Robert J. O’Donnell. 
In granting to Hoblitzelle a fixed 
50% interest in the approximate 110 
theatres of the Interstate-Texas Con- 
solidated chains, this branch of 
Paramount theatres is placed on a 
basis similar to Saenger, Kincey- 
Wilby, United Detroit Theatres and 
other chains in which others are 
jointly interested.with Par but sans 
options to latter to buy them out. 

The Blank partnership, embracing 
around 30 houses in lowa, Nebraska 
and Illinois, was recently extended 
until March, 1937, at which time a 
new agreement may be entered into 
eliminating the option held by Par 
to buy out Blank’s present 50% in- 
terest. The Blank partnership is 
known as Tri-States Theatres Corp. 
and was set up by the Par trustees 
in advance of reorganization. 


Northwest Pool 


x —— — 


Lambert to New Mexico 
For Private Law Practice 
Major I. E. Lambert, RKO counsel 

who resigned to align with the Lan- 

don campaign, is going to Sante Fe 
private law practice. 


a New Mexico residence. 

Lambert shifting to Sante Fe 
with a number of national utilities 
on a retained basis for representation 
in that territory, including a client 


iS 





in local power and light. 


Sale of Fox, B’klyn 
For Not Less Than 
$5,650,000 to Court 


The sale of the 10-story office 
building at Flatbush ave. and Nevins 





st., Brooklyn, which houses the Fox | 


Brooklyn theatre, is proposed 
plan submitted to Federal 


in .a 
Judge 


| William Bondy by a group of bond- | 


| 


| the former Fox Corp. The proposal | 





| 24th annual convention here, went) 


holders of the Flatbush Avenue- 


If the Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of America can get the various 
major distributors to make better 
concessions toward exhibitors than 
already indicated by 20th Century- 
Fox, United Artists and Universal, 
leaders believe the skids may be 
automatically placed under a lot of 
the usual anti-film legislation which 
crops up yearly in Washington as 
weil as in various states. The con- 
tention that if the distributors 
themselves will grant theatre owners 
a reasonable amount of relief, giving 
the impression that intra-industry 
troubles are being ironed out from 
within, much less force will be given 
to legislation of one kind and another 
from block booking up to Federal 
control. 

Ed L. Kuydendall and other leaders 
in the MPTOA who have been assid- 
uously trying to effect trade prac- 
tice reforms and set up suitable ma- 
chinery for the settlement of dis- 
tributor-exhibitor disputes, have 
clearly indicated that they felt quick 
action rather than unnecessary de- 
lays would redound to the benefit of 
both sides from a legislative point of 
view. It is no secret that leaders 


is 


Nevins Street Corp., a subsidiary of | have fondly hoped that the MPTOA 


is made in a plan to organize a new 
corporation to take over the theatre 
and other properties in liquidation 
proceedings. 

It is proposed that the new or- 
ganization will offer the office build- 
ing to the highest bidder for a price 


| 
| 


not lower than $5,650,000, the amount | 


of the outstanding 6% bonds, plus in- 
terest from the date of the first de- 
fault, Sept. 1, 1931. 
31 


including Oct. last amounts to 


10-point trade practice program 
could be placed into effect, or at 
least fully agreed upon, before Con- 
gress goes into session. Because of 
the fact that inauguration of the 
President is moved up to Jan. 20, 
Congress this year convenes on 
Jan. 3. 

Meantime, while distributors are 
stalling on trade practices and, 


in 
|cases where initial decisions have 
|been reached, are granting only 


$786,431 plus interest, and the pro-,| 


posal is that the new corporation 
raise $850,000 by real estate mort- 
gages in order to liquidate the taxes 
and expenses. 

It is also planned to issue $2,825,000 
in new bonds at 6% interest to the 
present bondholders on a 50% basis 
and to give the latter group a share 
of voting stock in the new corpora- 
tion, for each $100 bond held. 


CAROLINAS’ EXHIBS 





VOTE TO NIX DUALS 





Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 15. 
Carolinas theatre owners, at their 


on record opposing the double fea- 
ture policy and asking exhibitors not 
to adopt the practice. The exhibitors 
expressed alarm at the spead of the 
double feature practice. Speakers 


In the Northwest, Minnesota The-| said the picture industry will be may 
atres Corp., which is controlled 100% cheapened and ruined if it continued | organizations from putting the pres- 
by Paramount, is being operated by | to spread. 


John J. Friedl and L. J. Ludwig 


M. S. Hill, of Greensboro, chair- 


under salaried operating contracts.| man of the resolutions committee, aria 
There is no contemplated change | also offered a resolution condemning | Willing to grant under the 10-point 


with respect to the Northwestern} sales practices of Metro, with par- program, 


Par group, while in New England 
completion of reorganization of 


| Olympia Theatres is anticipated as | 


| 
j 


| ship yoke. 


| 
| 


| must make the formal petition which | 


in view of the settlement will most 
likely be granted by the Court, 

Mrs. Albee’s claim is based on an 
| agreement made in November, 1929, 
between RKO, the Providence The- 
atre Co., and the Westminster Union 
Corp., under which RKO guaranteed 
| payment of $474,000 by RKO-Rhode 
| Island Corp., a subsidiary. 
| The note isued in the transaction 
was covered by mortgage on lease- 
holds, fixtures, personal property 
and equipment of RKO-Rhode Island. 
The note was assigned to Laura 
| Albee and she is seeking the balance 
due. 


the last move in removing all 
branches of Par from the receiver- 


up to delay the reorganization 
Olympia but good progress is 
dicated. 

Paramount will fortify its position 


of 


| 


Many things have come | 


in- 
' 


in the former Finkelstein & Rubin | 


| 


Northwestern theatres through agree- 


ment on a pooling deal with RKO 
to cover Minneapolis. Under this 
deal, agreed upon by both parties 
but not effective as yet, Paramount 
will assume the operation of RKO’s 
Orpheum and 7th St. Hennepin the- 
atres in that key. Sometime pre- 
viously, under a pool, Par took over 
operation of RKO’s two houses in 
St. Paul. The Minneapolis pool will 
probably go into effect Christmas 
day (25). 

Martin J. Mullin and Sam Pinanski 
are operating Par’s New England 
theatres much in the 
as the Friedl-Ludwig team 
ning the works in 


is run- 
the Northwest 


' under home office supervision. 


same manner | 


ticular respect to increases in film 
rentals. This was adopted. 

Charles W. Piquet, of Pinehurst, 
reelected to serve his 14th consecu- 
tive year as president of the Theatre 
Owners of North and South Caro- 
lina, Inc. 
H. FE. Buchanan, Albert 
Charleston, v.p.’s; Mrs. Walter Grif- 
fith, secretary-treasurer; and W. H. 
Hendrix, H. R. Berry, Robert E. 
Bryant, Frank Beddingfield, E. L. 
Hearne, H. F. Kincey, John F. Mil- 
ler, S. S. Stevenson, Lyle W. Wiison, 
directors. 

The theatre owners 


ber. 

A principal address was made by 
Ed Kuykendall, of Columbia, Miss., 
president of the national organiza- 
tion of theatre owners, who 
cussed the 10-point program of co- 
ordinating film exhibitors, @istribu- 
tors and producers, and for effecting 


cooperation between them. The Caro- | 


linas organization voted its approval 
of the plan. The national president 
also spoke against double features. 

Pians are already being laid for a 


Taxes due on real estate up to and |minor relief, fodder for the legisla- 


tive mills is being gathered on wide 
and dangerous fronts. Efforts of ex- 
hibitor leaders to impress distrib- 
utors with this fact have been none 


| too successful, but they, the MPTOA 


spokesmen, have no hesitancy in pre- 
dicting plenty of legislation this sea- 
son unless heed is taken. The 
MPTOA itself will not put any leg- 
islation in motion, but that it will 
come from other sources is seriously 
threatened. 

MPTOA’s rivai national exhibitor 
organization, Allied States Associa- 
tion, promises to be as active in tIn- 
spiring or pushing legislation as in 
the past. Allied in recent years has 
steamed up many organizations, such 
as the. Parent-Teachers, women’s 
clubs, the W. C. T. U. church organi- 





! 


| 
; 


| 


} 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 


zations and others, into being con- 
cerned over trade practices and other 
problems of a strictiy inter-industry 


nature. Concessions under the 
MPTOA 10-point program which 
would substantially reduce com- 


plaints of many years and would at 
the same time lessen the incentive of 
not only Allied but many non-film 


sure on at Washington or elsewhere. 
Not satisfied with what U, UA and 
20th-Fox have indicated they are 


the MPTOA is pressing 
these companies to reconsider the 


| initial decisions they reached, 


Other officers elected: | 
Sottile, | 


decided to | 
meet in Charlotte again next Decem- | 


dis- | 





Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Predestination in name makes its 
appearance once again 
Metro studio’s censor. 
Censor’s monicker is Al Block. 


| HOWEVER YOU CHIP IT 


in cast of 


—— 


‘silver jubilee’ program here ne 
year, when the organization will be 
celebrating its 25th birthday. 


Boston, Dec. 15. 

At the annual meeting of the Al- 
lied Theatres of Mass., Inc., the fol- 
lowing were elected: 
| Samuel Pinanski, pres.; John H. 
Devlin, v. p.; Stanley Summer, treas.: 
Joseph H. Brennan, sec., and the 
| following directors, Charles W. 
Koerner, Max Melincoff, M. J. Mul- 
lin, E. A. Cuddy, H. M. Addison, 
V. J. Morris, B. E. Hoffman. George 
E. French, John J. Ford, Al Somerby, 
James H. Doyle, John S. Giles, 
George V. Brown, 


; 































































orion 


SA I oT NE © Shyeppe Ye * 


tis 














- 


y 


& VARIETY 








PICTURE GROSSES 








Xmas Shoppers Hit Stride So L. A 
Msis. Just Hoping; Par’s $17,000 All 


Fllinsten, Banjo, 19146; ‘Joe, 11446 





Los Angeles, Dec. 15. 
Only two houses in the local sec- 


tor, Paramount and State, will hit! 


five figures on the current week, and 
grosses here won't be anything to 
rave about. Christmas shopping has 
hit its stride, so managers are satis- 
fied to do best they can between now 
and the Yule holiday. 


Paramount, with big $17,000, at- 
tributed mostly to Duke Ellington 
band on stage, is topping downtown, 
with Loew’s State running a fair 
second. Chinese took another drop 
and two Warner houses will just 
about hold their own. ‘Lloyds of 
London’ slipping badly at the Car- 
thay Circle and leaves in couple of 
weeks. 


Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518: 55-83- 
1.10-1.65)—‘Lloyds of London’ (20th) 
(3d week).- Just didn’t catch on and 


third week dismal at around $6,500. | 


Last week finished trifle above 
$7,200, which was disappointing. 
Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55)—Banjo’ (20th) and ‘Love in 
Exile’ (Cap), dual. Hollywood mob 
too busy Xmas shopping, so poor 
8,000 best. Last week ‘Born to 
ance’ (MG) and ‘15 Maiden Lane’ 
(20th) fair at $8,500. 


Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Polo Joe’ (WB) and ‘Tundra’ 
(Burroughs), dual. Joe E. Brown 
is box office in downtown sector so 
house will garner around $5,500 
without any outside pee, Last 
week ‘Anthony Adverse’ (WB) (2d 
week) excellent at $6,400. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 30-40-55)— 
"Tarzan Escapes’ (MG). Got away 
to good start and may hit big $4,800. 
Last week ‘As You Like It’ (20th) 
did a nosedive for $1,900. 

Hellywood (WB) (2,756: 30-40-55- 
65)—Polo Joe’ (WB) and ‘Tundra’ 
(Burroughs), dual. Three previews 
on as many nights and return att 
sonal appearance of touring Gold 
Diggers will boost take to $6,000. 
Last week (2d-final stanza) of ‘An- 
thony Adverse,’ just fair at $4,800. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40)—'Yellow Cargo’ (GN) = and 
‘Chump’ (MG), dual, and vaude. 
okay pickings for this brace of films, 
and with stage show as draw looks 
$8,000. Last week ‘Country Gentle- 
men’ (Rep) and ‘Carter’ (FN) okay 
at $7,400. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,200: 30-40-55)— 
*Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘In His Steps’ 
(GN), dual (2d week). Holdover 


~“trade holding firm and looks like 


$7.500. Last week, first, finished at 
$11.200, sweet. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—‘Jungle Princess’ (Par) and 
stage. Duke Ellington’s band and 
strong colored show. Latter respon- 
sible for biggest part of $17,000, big. 
Last week ‘Go West’ (Par) below ex- 
pectations, but profitable at $20,400. 

RKO (2,950; 30-40-55)—‘Smart 
Girls’ (U) and ‘In His Steps’ (GN), 
dual (2d week). Trade off about 
25% on second week but good for 
ot profitable. First week, $10,- 

. plenty good. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024: 30-40- 
55-75)—‘Banjo’ (20th) and ‘Love in 
Exile’ (Cap), dual. Holding its own 
but will have to be satisfied with 
around $11.500. Last week ‘Born to 
Dance’ (MG) and ‘15 Maiden Lane’ 
(20th) $12,000 as expected. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2.100: 
30-40-55 )—‘Born to Dance’ (MG) and 
*15 Maiden Lane’ (20th), dual (2d 
run). Moveover of this Eleanor 
Powell starrer from State-Chinese 
for continued run clicking for neat 
$4,500. Last week ‘Devil Is Sissy’ 
(MG) and ‘Weekend Millionaire’ 
(GB) satisfactory at $3,250 on six 
days. 





‘Polo Joe’-"Fury’ Dual 546,“ srosic ox ‘iiamriex) ison, 27-27 
‘Carrie - Girl’ $5,000, Peid. | week). Fair $2,200, Last week, $2,700, 





Portland, Ore., Dec. 15. 
‘Polo Joe’ is getting an okay play 


at the Orpheum and topping new pix $4,300. ‘ 
this week. General biz in the burg | ‘MG) and ‘Black Cat 


reveals the greatest holiday buying 
season since 1929. 


Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-40) | American 


“Love on Run’ (MG) and 
Crowd’. (U) (2d week). Holding up 
nicely for $5,500. 
the burg with $8,109. 

Mayfair 





a 
» 





40)—‘Word for Carrie’ (Par) and 
‘Hideaway Girl’ (Par). Okay at 
$5,000. 


(WB) and ‘Lady Be Careful’ (Par), 


| 11 days, good, $10,200. 


United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 


40)—‘Born to Dance’ (MG) (3d 
week). Still going nicely for 
$3,700. Second week good, $5,000. 


Hipp’s ‘Pennies, 


Vaude $17,000 


Hogs Balto Biz 





Baltimore, Dec. 15. 


Only big b. 0. this week is at the 
Hipp, with ‘Pennies from -Heaven’ 
and vaude. 

Rest of town trotted out weakies, 
reissues or h. 0.’8, and so the indie 
vaudfilmer is hogging the biz. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 15-25- 
35-40-55 )—‘Born to Dance’ (MG) (2d 
week). Light $4,400. First fling, 
while good at $9,500, didn’t warrant 
holdover. 


Hipnodrome (Rappaport) (2,300: 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Pennies’ (Col) 
and vaude. Splendid $17,000. Last 
week ‘Theodora’ (Col) (2d week) 
and ‘Circus de Paree’ unit good at 
$13,600. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500: 15- 
25 - 30 - 35 + 40 - 55) — ‘Horsefeathers’ 
(Par) (reissue). Three-year-oldie 
starring Marxes headed for full week 
and satsifactory $4,000. Last week 
‘Everything Thunder’ (GB) yanked 
in five days at woeful $1,500. 





Pic grosses are | 
keeping a high level in spite of it. 


‘Two. in | 


New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-30- 
35-40-55)—Chan at Opera’ (20th). 
Mildish $2,800. Last week 10 days of 
‘Banjo’ (20th) good at $4,600. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Hideaway Girl’ (Par). Quiet 
$5,200. Last week ‘One Way Passage’ 
(WB) (reissue) in doldrums at 
$4,000, 


Stage Struck’-‘Heart’ 246, 
‘Love on Run’ $7,400, Seat. 


Seattle, Dec. 15. 

Marine strike and Christmas shop- 
ping are both cutting into grosses. 
Three holdovers still holding interest 
are ‘Born to Dance,’ ‘Libeled Lady’ 
and ‘Theodora,’ but this looks like 
last week for them, with major cur- 
rent interest in ‘Love on Run’ at 
Fifth Ave. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 27- 
37-42)—‘Born to Dance’ (MG) (3d 








week). Fair $2,200. Last week, $3,- 
100, good. 3 
Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800; 21- 


32)——‘Girls’ Dormitory’ (20th) and 
‘American Wife’ (Par), dual. Fair 
$3,300. Last week ‘Gorgeous Hussy’ 
(MG) and ‘Back to Nature’ (20th), 
dual, $3,000, slow. 

Fifth Ave. (Evergreen) (2,400; 27- 
37-42)—‘Love on Run’ (MG). Good 
enough to hold over at $7,400. Last 


week ‘Light Brigade’ (WB), $6,000, 
mild, 





Liberty (1,900; 27-37-42)—‘Theo- 
dora’ (Col) (3d week). Still good at 


42)—‘Libeled Lady’ (MGM) (5th 


okay 

usic Hall (Hamrick) (2,300; 27- 
|35)—‘Captain’s Kid’ (FN) and ‘Yel- 
| lowstone’ (U), dual, and vaude. Slow 
Last week ‘Our Relations’ 


(WB), dual, 
|} and vaude, $4,500, fair. 
| Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,700; 27-37- 
| 42)—"Polo Joe’ (WB) and ‘Without 
| Orders’ (RKO), dual. Slow $4,800. 
|} Last week ‘Go West’ (Par) and 
Chump’ (MG), $7,200, 
| good, 
Palomar (Sterling) 


(1,450; 16-27- 


First week topped | 37)—‘Grand Jury’ (RKO) and vaude. 


| Good $4,800. Last week ‘Down to 


(Parker-Evergreen) | Sea’ (Rep) and vaude, $4,400, mod- 


(1,400: 30-40). ‘Libeled Lady’ (MG) | erate. 


and ‘Girl on Front Page’ (Fox) (7th | 


Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106; 27- 


week). Average results for this | 37-42)—‘White Hunter’ (20th) and 
house at $2,000. Sixth week $2,200. | ‘Hideaway Girl’ (Par), dual. Light 
Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) | $4,700. Last week ‘Three Men on 
(2.000: 30-40)—‘Polo Joe’ (WB) and Horse’ (FN) and ‘Rose Bowl’ (Par) 
‘Isle of Fury’ (WB). Getting good | (2d week), $3,600, tur. 
break as one of the few new pix this Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32)— 
week: okay ‘at $5,500. Last week ‘Stage Struck” (WB) and ‘Your 
‘Pennies’ (Col) and ‘Woman Rebels’ | Heart’ (WB), dual. Fair at $2,500. 
(RKO). nine davs. fair $6.300. |Last week ‘General Died’ (Par) and 
Paramount (Evergreen) (3.000; 30-' ‘Big Game’ (RKO), $2,600, mild. 





1st Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 


Week of Dee. 18 
Astor—‘Lloyds of London’ 
(20th) (4th wk). 
Capitel — ‘Born to Dance’ 
(MG) (3d wk). 
Music Hall—‘Rainbow on the 
River’ (RKO) (17). 





Last week ‘Light Brigade’ | 





Paramount — ‘Pennies from 
| Heaven’ (Col) (2d wk). 
| Rialto — ‘Man Who Lived 
| Again’ (GB) (14). 
Rivoli — 


‘Rembrandt’ (UA) 
(3d wk). 

Roxy—'‘Stowaway’ (20th). 
Strand — “Three Men on a 


Horse’ (WB) (4th wk). 
Week of Dec. 25 


Astor — ‘Lloyds of London’ 
(20th) (5th wk). 

Capitel — ‘After the Thin 
Man’ (MG). 


Music Hall — ‘Rainbow on 
River’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Paramount—‘College Holiday’ 
|} (Par) (23). 

Rialto — ‘Jungle Princess’ 
i} (Par) (23). 

Rivoli — ‘Beloved 
(UA). 

Roxy — 
(2d wk). 

Strand—‘Gold Diggers of °37’ 
(WB) (23). 


‘PENNIES $11,000, 
LUM & ABNER 
156, CINCY 


Cincinnati, Dec, 15. 
Sweet product spread current] 
and trade is considerably improved, 
in the main, over last week. 


‘Born to Dance’ is stepping Albee 
take to highest mark for some time, 
and ‘Pennies from Heaven’ is an im- 
portant coiner for the Palace. 

Lum and Abner, radio rustics, are 
turning in a healthy b. o. account at 
the Shubert. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42 )—‘Born 
to Dance’ (MG). Socko, $18,000. 
Last week ‘Go West’ (Par), $12,000, 
all right. 

Capitel (RKO) (2,000: 35-42)— 
‘Three Men on Horse’ (WB) (2d 
run). Strong, $5,500. Last week 
mien (RKO) (2d run), $3,000, 
sad, 

Family (RKO) (1,000; ~15-25)— 
‘Brian Kent’ (20th) and ‘Accusing 
Finger’ (Par), split. Normal, $2,300, 
Ditto last week on ‘Ride ’em, Cow- 
boy’ (U) and ‘Murder with Pictures’ 
(Par), lonies. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200: 25-40)— 
‘Theodora’ (Col), Brought back for 
fourth week on main line. Hefty, 
$2,300. Last week ‘Love on Run’ 
(MG) (3d run), $3,000, nice. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 30-40)— 
‘Smartest Girl’ (RKO). Poor, $3.500. 
Last week ‘Garden of Allah’ (UA) 
(2d run), $3,000, limp. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘Go 
West’ (Par) (2d run). Slow, $3,000. 
Last week ‘Rose Bowl’ (Par), $4,- 
000, fair. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)—‘Pen- 
nies from Heaven’ (Col). Okay, 
$11,000. Last, week “Three Men on 
Horse’ (WB), put on speed in last 
half for a great $15,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,200; 40-60)— 
‘Flying Hostess’ (U) and Lum and 
Abner, plus four acts on_ stage. 
Dandy sls, 000. -_ be od el 
Night’ (20th) and ‘Hollywo ote 

a. unit, $5000, season's low. 

Str (Ind) (1,300; 15-25) —Reck- 
less’ ) and ‘Forsaking All Oth- 
érs’ (RKO)\ returner’, singly, $1,600, 
avérage. Last week ‘Big Game’ 
(RKO) and ‘Stage Struck’ (WB), en- 
eorés, separate, $1,500. 


‘ 
Santa Not Helping 
>.-9 « eae } 
B. 0.’s in Birmingham 
Birmingham, Dec, 15. 
Department stores this week have 
the acé attractions as Christmas 
shopping gets under way strong. 
Estimates for This Week 
Alabama (Wilby-Kincey) (2,800; 
30-35-40)—-Come and Get It’ (UA). 
One big night with Gail Patrick’s 
p. a. but rest is blah-blah, $7,500. 
Last week ‘Love on Run’ (MG) got 


$8,100, good. 
Empire (Acme) (1,100: 25)—‘Ad- 
(Col). Fair 


Enemy’ 


‘Stowaway’ (20th) 




















venture in Manhattan’ 
at $2,000. Last week ‘And so They 
Were Married’ $2.500. pretty good. 
Ritz (Wilby-Kinceyv) (1.600: 25)— 
‘Devil Is a Sissy’ (MG). Looks like 
best bet this week. $2.700. ‘Valiant 
Is Word for Carrie’ (Par) $2,200, fair. 
Strand (Wilby-Kincey) (800; 25) 
—‘Without Orders’ (RKO). Will get 
| aroulid $1,600, light. Last Week, 


\ 





'*Born to Dance’ (MG). 
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Horse’ $14,000 Gallop, ‘Pennies’ Gets 


Big 106 Solo in Pitts —What Slump? 
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‘Crime of Dr. Forbes’ (Fox), also 
light, $1,500. 
Pantages (Wilby-Kincey) (2,300; 


25-35)—‘15 Maiden Lane’ (20th) and 
vaude, House closed three days each 
week, but does as much business 
these three days as did last year try- 
ing to run seven days a week. This 
week, $2,100. Last week ‘Easy to 
Take’ (Par) and vaude, $2,300, 


‘Edward - Exile, 
Rush Booking, 
$4,000 in Wash. 


Washington, Dec. 15. 

Total take pretty evently split this 
week and slightly above last week’s. 
Latter had theatres fearing pre- 
holiday slump was going to set in, 
but blame for last week now seems 
to be more on weather and product 
than on shopping early for Christmas. 

Two vaude houses are running 
neck and neck, each with a unit 
show that equals if not surpasses the 
flicker in interest. They're Dave 
Apollon at Capital and Leon Errol’s 
‘Hollywood Follies’ at Earle. 


Estimates for This Week 


Belasco (Radin) (1,100; 25-35-50)— 
‘Edward VIII’ (GB) and ‘Love in 
Exile’ (GB). Duo shoved in cold 
Saturday (12) to capitalize on head- 
lines, going big at mats and so-so 
after dark, for nice $4,000. Last week 
‘Gypsies’ (Amkino) yanked to make 
way for above and bowed with 
passable $1,000 for three days. 

Capitel (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-60)— 
‘Banjo’ (20th) and Dave Apollon 
unit. Latter helping plenty: not big 
but oke $19,000, Last week ‘Our Re- 
lations’ (MG) and Ethel Waters, 
light, $18,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 
‘Come and Get It’ (UA) (2d run). 
Oke $4,000. Last week “Tarzan Es- 
capes’ (MG) (2d run), good $4,300. 

Earle (Loew) (2.424: 25-35-40-60- 
70)—‘Pennies’ (Col) and Leon Er- 
rol’s ‘Hollywood Follies’ unit. Col- 
lecting good $18,000, Last week ‘Go 
West’ (Par), same. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60)— 
‘Rembrandt’ (UA) (2d week), Pass- 
able $6,500. Good $10,000, 


Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40)—‘Theo- 
dora’ (Col) (2d run). Nice $5,500. 
Last week “Three Men on Horse’ 
(WB) (2d run), oke, $4,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-35-60)— 
Big $18,000. 
Last week “Love on Run’ (MG) (2d 
week), oke, $9,500. 


Rialto (Indie) (1,100; 25-30-40-55) 
—Always Tomorrow’ (MG) (re- 
vival). Being sold as Robert Tay- 
lor’s ‘first big pic’ for oke $2,500. 
Last week ‘Mutiny’ (MG) (revival), 
satisfactory, $2,300. 


‘EASY TO TAKE’ WITH 
VAUDE, $10,000, DENVER 


Denver, Dec. 15. 
‘Three Men on a Horse’ is big at 
the Denver and goes to Aladdin for 
a second week. ‘Easy to Take’ and 
> ene show are packing the Den- 
m, 











Estimates for This Week 


Alada@if (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40- 
50)—Theodora’ (Col) (2d run). 
rd at $3,500. Last week ‘Under 

our Spell’ (20th), only fair, $2,000. 

Broadway (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40) 
—Dixie?’ (20th). Fair $1,500. Last 
week ‘East Meets West’ (GB), three 
days following week at the Aladdin, 
and ‘Craig’s Wife’ (Col), four days 
following week at the Broadway, 
$1,500, good. 

Center (Allan) (1,500: 15-20-25)— 
‘Girl on Front Page’ (U) and ‘Yel- 
lowstone’ (U), with stage show. 
Nice at $2,300. Last week ‘Two in 
Crowd’ (U) and ‘Down to Sea’ (Rep), 
with stage show, ekay, $2,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Easy to Take’ (Par) and stage 


show. Fine at $10,000. Last week 
‘Go West’ (Par) (2d week), nice, 
$6,500. 

Denvér (Huffman) (2.500: 25-35- 


50)—"Three Men on Horse’ (FN) and 
stage band. Good $9,500. Last week 
‘Theodora’ (Col). big, $10,500. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 25-35-40) 
—Winterset’ (RKO) and ‘Smartest 
Girl’ (RKO). Okay §$6.500. Last 
week ‘Born to Dance’ (MG) and 
‘Our Relations’ (MG) (2d week), 
average, $4,000. 

Paramount (Huffman) (2.000: 25- 
35-40)—‘Come Closer’ (Col) and 
‘North of Nome’ (Col). Fair $3,000. 


; — Tundra’ 





Last week ‘Carter’ (WB) and ‘Isle of 
Fury’ (FN), average, $3,000. 


Pittsburgh, Dee. 15. 

What pre-Christmas slump? 

Biz sailing along briskly with no 
sign of an impending holiday. Sun- 
day trade getting better, too, with 
this week’s (13) up more than 25% 
over preceding session, 


Estimates fer This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Pennies’ (Col). Rolling up close to 
$10,000. Last week ‘Man Who Lived 
Again’ (GB) and ‘Luckiest Girl’ (U) 

anked after six days with barely 
4,500. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
(indie) and ‘Two in 
Crowd’ (U). Lucky to break $4,000, 
which is under the loss ledger. Last 
week, second of ‘Gay Desperado’ 
(UA), very neat at $4,800. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—Three Men on Horse’ (WB). 
Galloping right along under impetus 
of swell campaign for $14,000. Last 
week ‘Go West’ (Par), light, $9,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Jungle Princess’ (Par) and Vallee 
‘Varieties’ unit. Just another week 
at $15,000. Last week a different 
story, with ‘Folie Parisienne’ unit 
bolstering ‘Smartest Girl’ (RKO) to 
elegant $23,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)—‘One 
Way Passage’ (WB) (reissue), and 
‘Mr. Cinderella’ (MG). Well over 
$7,000, great here. Last week, at 
higher scale, ‘Born to Dance’ (MG) 
(2d run), took worthy $8,500. 


BERNIE- LADY’ 
$20,500, ST.L. 


St. Louis, Dec. 15. 


With downtown sector crowded 
with Xmas shoppers, deluxers are 
rabbing nice coin. Loew's with 
‘Born to Dance’ and Ambassador 
with ‘Make Way for a Lady,’ and 
Bey Bernie, are running neck and 
neck for the biggest bit. 


Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,018; 25-40- 
55)—‘Way for a Lady’ (RKO) and 
Ben Bernie unit. Sock $20,500. Last 
week ‘Pennies’ (Col) and stage show, 


$17,500, okay. 
(5,038; 25-35-55 )—» 








Fox (F&M) 
‘Polo Joe’ (WB) and ‘Luckiest Gir!’ 
(U) and King Edward VIII pix, Dis- 
appointing with $9,500, below aver- 
age. Last week “Three Men on a 
Horse’ (FN) and ‘Flying Hostess’ 
(U), satisfied with $13,800. 


Loew's (Loew) (3,162; 25-35-55)—- 


‘Born to Dance’ (MG). Fine $20,000. 
Last week ‘Love on Run’ (MG) (2a 
week ), $9,500, okay. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,214; 25-40)—~ 
‘Love in Exile’ (GB) and ‘Easy to 


Take’ (Par), Headed for $11,500, 
best in weeks. Last week ‘One Way 
Passage’ <WB) and ‘Fugitive in 


Sky’ (WB), only average, $7,500. 
Orpheum (F&M) (1,950; 25-35-55 
—‘Three Men on Horse’ (WB) an 
‘Pennies’ (Col) (2d runs) $8,500, 
good. Last week ‘Go West’ (Par), 
$6.600, below average. 
Shubert-Rialto (F&M) (1,725: 20- 
25)—‘Easy Money’ (Rep) and ‘Night 
of Love’ (Col). Not more than 
$2,600. Last week ‘Arizona Raiders’ 
(Par) and ‘Devil on Horseback’ 
(GN), only $3,100, below average. 
St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 25-40)— 
‘Murder With Pix’ (Par) and ‘Light 
Brigade’ (WB) and stage show, Quan- 
tity here, but only $6,000, below 


aVérage. Last week ‘Cain and 
Mabel’ (2d run) and stage show, 
$8,200, good. 





‘Joe’ Cops Smart $8,500 in 
Indpls.; ‘Dixie?’ Weak 36 


Indianapolis, Dee. 15. 

‘Born to Dance,’ aided by a very 
good exploitation campaign locally, 
is doing socko business at Loew’s in 
spite of the pre-Xmas slump. ‘Polo 
Joe,” at the vaudfilm Lyric, also is 
faring nicely, but the other first runs 
are in the rut. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
40 )—'Dixie?’ (20th). Weak at $3,000. 
Last week ‘Banjo’ (20th) just fair at 
$4,400. 

Cirele (Monarch) (2,800: 25-40)— 
‘East Meets West’ (GB) and ‘Without 
Orders’ (RKO), dual. Mild at $4,500. 





Last week ‘Smartest Girl’ (RKO) 
and ‘Jungle Princess’ (Par) light- 
weicht with $4,200. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,600; 25-40)— 


‘Born to Dance’ (MG). Showing lots 
of power at $10.500. Last week ‘Pen- 
nies’ (Col) and ‘Legion of Terror’ 
(Col), dual. okay at $7.200 

Lyfic (Olson) (2.000; 25-30-40)— 
‘Polo Joe’ (WB) and vaude. Dandy 
at $8.500. Last week ‘Fugitive from 
Sky’ (WB) and Bowés dance band 
unit swell at $10,800, due to ams. 








ena Iemma = 
Ps 


eS ee ee 


PICTUR 


10 Days to Xmas, but Loop Biz. ‘ 


__ Wednesday, | December 1 6, 1 936 VARIETY 


—E GROSSES 


‘Mr. Cinderella’ (MG) plus Glen 
Dale’s ‘Midnight Revels’ unit, split 
with dual, ‘Smartest Girl’ (RKO) 
plus ‘Man I Marry’ (U), slightly bet- 


9 


—-_ 








Santa No B'way Bugaboo; ‘Pennies 





Sh | ‘H Ri ane (LTC) 1900. 10-2 40 . aor ( 
. e : r py” Sa. ; -25- i 
Dont ow it; Horse Big $31,000, ballynog for $1300, fair. ‘Last’ eck Sock $47,000, Banjo Tunef ul 39 
iegfeld’ (MG) hit | 


like blazes on | 
the mats and got out with $4.500, 
nice, considering the previous road- | 
show engagement in June. | 

Varsity (Westland) (1,100: 10-25- | 
35)—‘Pennies’ (Col) (24d week), not 
so good, $800, after fair $1,800 on first | 
stretch. 


Waitress -Olsen & Johnson $18,000 


Chicago, Dec. 15. 
What with kings quitting for love 


Jarretts-Get It’ Get It at $26,000 








—+ 


B’KLYN GOES MILD 


The battle with Santa Claus is on | $47,000 first week ending last night 











in earnest, but the old gent with the |(Tues.), picture holding. ‘College 

and telling about it over the radio,| Theatres Bow te Abraham & Strauss | 6 ; A | reindeer isn't making all the Broad- Holiday’ (Par), with Glenn Gray's 

4 such, the world is turned topsy-| —‘Get It’-‘Cinderella’ Combo, $16,000 way boxoffices a shambles. ‘Pennies | Casa Loma band, which was here 

- tl “ted me om ae UR > from Heaven’ doesn’t even know | last Xmas, opens Wednesday (23), 

turvy and shes nage harhaar ap | Brookly Dec. 15 there’s a Kris Kringle, and ‘Banjo on | Last week, third for ‘Go West, Young 
pens. Here it is 10 days before}! ge ree... geet pag AD My Knee” another new one that|Man’ (Par), nearly $20,000. 

‘og ae it “ Es 7 sno | s z = 2 g : | are r Ss r . . F . : - di ‘: M si ¢ 5.$ 9: - 
Curistmas and the Chicago is doing| ggwntown area with pedestrians | ramet . a eee Pes. age showy Pw Poe ‘Mo , ea be “ mma 
$31,000 with “Three Men on a Horse.’| package-ridden, and in slight frame ) Seek hag yg wo eo > ye hi (Col) er vw Phonon rome 

‘ ‘ sas : Rta at! : : ‘ Oe A 9 }eithner. A goo n0laover week for | tar! ‘ < Stage s . NADI 
No red ink, and it’s pre-Xmas. Such of mind for films. Biz is mild. 


Mettenntes Sor The Week | ‘Born to Dance’ and a fairly sturdy |to stand the gaff and probably not 








goings on. And the Roosevelt with Albee (3500: 25-35-55)—‘Winter- | second week for ‘Rembrandt’ also | more than $50,000, poorest for the 
‘Light Brigade,’ Apollo with ‘Re-| set? (RKO) and ‘Luckiest Girl’ (U) | has the street belittling the dangers | Hall this year. Last week ‘Winter- 
- s % ‘ sUCRICSt Ax . |of Xmas stocking plans at this time | Set (RKO), $69,000, getting -house 
union,’ Palace with Olsen and John-| Opens tomorrow (Wednesday ). Last | le@ the year redhia w fout okay ‘Rainbow on River’ 
. ; i P io ‘ac w ek, ‘ i ’ (20 » ¢ “ 4 5 ‘ i. . > . | 7K th ’ “20a ; ° 
son are all running into proat figures ae gag Oy 3 — White Pennies.’ on its first week at the | Ok. Se weno ig n ba pod 
this week instead of sliding into the Fox (4.000: 25-35-55)-—One Way Par, largely on the draught of the |50, opens tomorrow (Thurs.) an 
usual losses. po ia : Crosby name, scores a smash $47,000 | 80eS 11 days through Sunday (27), 





Passage’ (WB) and ‘King of Hockey’ 
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Pointing $6,000, but 


$31,000. Last week ‘Garden of Allah’ 


(UA) (2d week), $19,000, weakish. 

Garrick (B & K) (900; 35-55-75)— 
‘Our Relations’ (MG). Good play at 
$7,500. Last week ‘One Way Passage’ 
(WB) (reissue), so-so, $6,700. 

Oriental (B & K) (3,200; 35-45-55) 
—‘Mad Holiday’ (MG) and vaude. 
Money-maker at $18,000. Last week 
‘Wedding Present’ (Par), strong, 
$19,100. 

Palace (RKO) 
‘Night Waitress’ 


(2,500; 35-55-75)— 
(RKO) and Olsen 
and Johnson unit. All right with 
$18,000 in the offing. Last week 
‘Smartest Girl’ (RKO) flabby at 
$14,200. 

Roosevelt (B & K) (1,500: 35-55-75) 
—Light Brigade’ (WB) (2d week). 
Holding to $12,000, oke, after fine 
$18,300 last week. ‘Gold Diggers’ 
(WB) next. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
40)—‘Jane Turner’ (RKO) and vaude. 
Powerful trade again this session at 
$16,000. Last week ‘Love Letters’ (U) 
another big one at $17,000. 

United Artists (B & K-MG) (1,700; 
35-55-75)—Born to Dance’ (MG) (3d 
week). Out tomorrow (Wed) with 
11,500 for final seven days. Nifty 
15,200 last week. 


Lady’-Vaude on 
Scrambled Policy 
$13,000 in Frisco 





: San Francisco, Dec. 15. 
Christmas shopping is nicking 
business plenty here, which accounts 
for so many houses holding over 
pictures instead of bringing in new 
ones. 
One exception is ‘Theodora,’ which 


is doing amazingly good at the Or- | 


Pheum. ‘Rembrandt’ is a 
pointment at United Artists. 
Estimates for This Week 
Embassy (RKO-Cohen) (1,512: 30- 
: -40)—Mummy’s Boys’ (RKO) and 
Sea Spoilers’ (U). Okay at $3,200. 


disap- 


st week ‘Winterset’ (RKO) and 
uthern Girl’ (All Star), very 
sour, $2,100. 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000: 30-35-40)— 
; hree Men on Horse’ (WB) and 
Mad Holiday’ (MGM). Good at 


$17,000, | uast week ‘Banjo’ (20th) 
ideawa zirl’ 2 
3 00n, y rl’ (Par), light, 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 30-35- 
40)—‘Way for Lady’ (RKO) and 
ae or good measure threw in 

tonne Quints in technicolor short 

Spain in Revolt.’ Average re- 
sults at $13,000. Last week ‘Jane 
Turner’ (RKO), $14,500. fair. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-35-40) 
~—'Theodora’ (Col) and ‘Flying Host- 
ess (U) (3d week). Excellent $8,000. 
Last week hotsy at $10.000. 
Paramount (F-WC) (2,740: 30-35- 
40)—Born to Dance’ (MGM) and 
Fg Bowl’ (Par) (3rd week). Less 
han $8,000. Last week slipped off 
considerably to $10.000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 30-35- 
Gur Banjo’ (20th) and ‘Hideaway 
—, (Par) (2d runs). Holding this. 
cen $5,000. Last week ‘Polo Joe’ 

B) and ‘Dixie,’ weak, $4,000. 
as united Artists (UA-Cohen) (1,200: 
9-40 \—' Rembrandt’ (UA). Disap- 
will stay one 
Tone week. Last week ‘Get It’ 
UA) (4th week), nice. $4.000. 
Warfield (F-WC) (2.680: 35-40)— 
oe on Run’ (MGM) and ‘Black 
ch . WB) (2d week). Strike and 
ristmas season holding take to 


with Pix’ (Par). and ‘Mummy's Boys’ 
(RKO). At $10.500, bright. Last 
week, ‘Accusing Finger’ (Par), and 
‘Brian Kent’ (20th), $9,500, good, 


TOPICAL ‘EXILE’ WITH 
‘CET IT’ $7,000, OMAHA 


Omaha, Dec. 15. 

Shopping season emphasizes the 
slackened pace in theatre attendance. 
Bills better than average all around, 
but biz only so-so. 

Orpheum moved quickly to bring 
in ‘Love in Exile’ as a dual partner 
with ‘Come and Get It,’ to cash in 
on the timely angle. 

This week sees inauguration of 
bank night (16) with 28 houses co- 
operating on a $1,000 giveaway. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 25- 
35-40)—Theodora’ (Col) and ‘Alibi 
for Murder’ (Col), dual. “Theodora’ 
responsible for steady $4,700. Last 
week ‘Winterset’ (RKO) and 
‘Mummy’s Boys’ (RKO), satisfactory, 
$4,500. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,100; 25-40)— 
‘Love on Run’ (MG) (2d run), and 
‘Bengal Tiger’ (WB), doubled, Draw- 
ing $5,200, not bad considering first 
week of ‘run’ at the Paramount was 
only a little better. Last week ‘Banjo’ 
(20th) and “Three Married Men’ 
(Par), twin billed, $6,000, not bad. 

Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 25-40)— 
‘Come and Get It’ (UA) and ‘Love 
in Exile’ (GB), doubled. Second half 
of the bill booked hurriedly and 
will aid. Bank night Wed. should 
prove a good thrust at the shopping 
season stall. here as at other houses. 
Reaching $7,000. Last week ‘Re- 
union’ (20th) and ‘Star for Night 
(20th) were okay at $9,000. 

Paramount (Blank) (2.765; 25-40) 
—Garden of Allah’ (UA), single. 
Low at $6,200. Last week ‘Love on 
Run’ (MG) brought a new scale of 
prices to this house with a cut from 
the former 55c. top to a 40c. Slack- 
ening brought gross down to $7,000, 
under expectations. 





Lincoln No Heaven for 
‘Pennies’; $800 on H.O. 


Lincoln. Dec. 15. 

Duals going into the Lincoln are 
boosting the spot, even with sluff 
prints, and doing damage to the Var- 
sity’s recent try for a price advance. 
Both were priced at two bits until 
the Varsity four weeks ago ascended 
to 35c. Lincoln has now forsaken the 
single feature plan and is doing dual 
splits. 

Outside of the holdover of ‘Pen- 
nies,’ ‘Three Men’ is getting better 
than average atter‘icn at the Stuart. 

Estimates fu. “his Week 

Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15)— 
‘Fatal Lady’ (Par) plus ‘Oh, Susan- 
nah’ (Rep), split with ‘Mandarin 
Mystery’ (Rep?) plus “Easy Money 
(Invincible). Getting it in the neck; 
$800, not so good. Last week ‘Law 
Rides’ (Sup) plus ‘Speed’ (MG), 
split with ‘Conflict’ (U) plus ‘Lady 
Luck’ (Ches). fair, $850. 


Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25)— 
‘General Died’ ‘Par) plus “American 
Wife’ (Par), split with ‘Magnificent 


Brute’ (U>) plus ‘Luckiest Girl’ (U) 
First week for duals and going very 
good at $2.600. Last week ‘Go West’ 
(Par) pulled after six days with $2,- 
300, so-so. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1.550: 
25)—‘Wedding Present’ (Par) plus 
Bert Smith’s ‘Girly-Go-Round’ unit, 
last half ‘Woman Rebels’ (RKO) plus 
‘Jane Turner’ (RKO). Whole session 





12,000, Last week swell $17,000. 


rating $2,400, not bad. Last week 


10-15-20- 


Last week, ‘Three Men on Horse’ | 
(WB), held on nicely for $13,300. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Dixie’ (20th) and ‘Mr. Cinderella’ 
(MG). Average $7,000. Last week, 
‘Murder with Pix’ (Par) and ‘Big 
Game’ (RKO), satisfactory, $7,200. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 30-50) 
—Born to Dance’ (MGM) (2d week). 
Still excellent at $10,000. Last week 
phenomenal, $15,700. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)—‘One 
Way Passage’ (WB) (reissue), and 
‘In His Steps’ (GN). Poor $5,000. 
Last week ‘White Hunter’ (20th) and 
‘Back to Nature’ (20th), bad. $5,400. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘East Meets West’ (GB), and ‘Luck- 
iest Girl’ (U). Going along nicely 
for $7,500. Last week ‘“Theodora’ 
(Col) (2d week), fine, $9,000. 


‘ADVERSE,’ ‘WIFE,’ ‘SONG’ 
LIFT ANZAC PIC BIZ 


Sydney, Nov. 27, 

Three new pix, ‘Anthony Adverse’ 
(WB), ‘His Brother’s Wife’ (M-G), 
and ‘Song of Freedom’ (GBD) lifted 
biz considerably following a _ pre- 
Yuletide letdown. ‘Piccadilly Jim’ 
(M-G) goes into its fourth week and 
will stick, and ‘Show Boat’ (U) hits 
its 23rd week without stopping. 
Three new ones look like securing 
solid b.o. trade and should experi- 
ence little difficulty in clicking off 
several good weeks, despite trade 
slump elsewhere. 

British are not so strong this ae 
with ‘Three Maxims’ (AD), ‘Our- 
selves Alone’ (BIP), ‘Fame’ (AD), 
‘Amazing Quest’ (AD), and ‘Crim- 
son Circle’ (AD). ‘White Death’ 
(BEF), swings out after two poor 
weeks. 

‘Stage Struck’ (WB) goes into its 
second week and may get three, and 
weekly-change is so-so with ‘Mum- 
my’s Boys’ (RKO) and ‘Border 
Flight’ (Par). 














Melbourne, Nov. 27. 
With the introduction of new at- 
tractions of high caliber, biz is fair- 
‘ly strong in this southern city, with 
‘Fury’ (M-G), ‘My American Wife’ 
(Par), ‘Show Boat’ (U), ‘Man Who 


Broke the Bank’ (Fox), ‘One Rainy 
Afternoon’ (UA), ‘Beloved Vaga- 
bond’ (AD), and ‘Great Ziegfeld’ 
(M-G), 


And In New Zealand 





Auckland, N. Z., Nov. 27. 

Trade is holding up well in this | 
jterritory, with American pix still in 
jthe majority. 

Current line-up 
(UA), ‘White Angel’ 
(M-G), ‘Case Against Mrs. Ames’ | 
(Par), ‘San Francisco’ (M-G), ‘Fatal 
Lady’ (Par), ‘Walking on = Aijr’| 
(RKO), ‘Final Hour’ (Col), ‘Girl of | 
ithe Ozarks’ (Par) and ‘Suzy’ (M-G). | 
| British include, ‘King of the 
|Damned’ (G-B) and ‘Rhodes of 
| Africa’ (G-B). 
- 


| mst 
| WB Ups McGann 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
William McGann steps from War- 
iners B production to the A direc- 
torial class with ‘Marry the Girl’ | 
Mary Boland and Alan Mowbray 
will bolster cast on the upped 
budget. 





has ‘Dodsworth’ 
(WB), ‘Fury’ 








~ 


|Man’ (MG) being penciled for 
Christmas day (25). 
Criterion (1.662: 25-40-55)—‘Life 


‘Rembrandt’ chalks up $22,000 on its 
second week at tne Riv, and “Three 
Men on a Horse’ holds to around 
$15,000 on its third week. Christmas | 
shopping is naturally keeping grosses | 
down, but in all probability this is 
occuring mostly where the pictures 
are weaker. 

The Music Hall booked ‘More Than | 
a Secretary’ as a filler-inner and, | 
standing to suffer more than others, 
will be under $50,000, blah. ‘Plot 
Thickens’ is another that didn’t have 
what it takes to contend with normal 
opposition, let alone Santa Claus, 
and went out Monday night (14) 
with only $6,000 to its credit. The 
Rialto brought in ‘Man Who Lived 
Again’ yesterday (Tues. ) and, 
proving it isn’t the theatre but the 
picture that counts, got $2,000 on the 
opening say. The Palace is in the 
dumps at a miserable $7,000 with 
‘Reunion’ and ‘Make Way for a Lady’ 
but the second-run State is going to 
town with ‘Come and Get It,’ aided 
by Eleanor Holm Jarrett and Art 
Jarrett on the stage. The Pal may 
blame Xmas shopping; the State 
blames nothing. After one of its 
poorest grosses in a long time last 
week when it got only $21,000 with 
‘Valiant Is Word for Carrie’ and 
Harry Richman, the State snaps back 
deeper in Xmas purchasing to do a 
good $26,000. 


‘Banjo’ can’t be held over because 
20th-Fox wants the house to bring 
in ‘Stowaway’ this Friday (18) in- 
stead of holding it until Xmas. New 
Temple teaser is coming in a week 
ahead of Xmas, and plans are to 
hold it through to Dec. 31 for a total 
of 13 days. with ‘One in a Million’ 
and Leon Errol on a personal open- 
ing the day before New Year’s. The 
Strand is forcing ‘Three Men’ 
through on a fourth week, opening 
‘Gold Diggers’ Wednesday (23). Cap 
also holds ‘Born to Dance,” bringing 
in ‘After the Thin Man’ Christmas 
day. 

Cashing in on the King Edward- 
Mrs. Simpson situation, the Crit last 
Wednesday (9), on very short notice, 
opened ‘Life of King Edward VIIT’ 
and ‘Love in Exile.” This duo wound 





up yesterday (Tues.) at around 
$8,000, under expectations, after a} 
sock opening day. Today ‘(Wed.) the 
Crit brings in ‘Accused’ and ‘Captain | 
Calamity,’ 
poned. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (1,012: 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20)— 
‘Lloyds of London’ (20th) (3d week). 
Xmas budgets may be resisting the 
admission sock here but on second 
week (‘last week) okay at $12,000. 
The first week’s gross was $15,100, 
good. 

Capitol (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25— 
‘Born to Dance’ (MG) (2d week). 
Musical holding up well, considering 
everything, $25,000 or over. First 
week mounted $52,000, very big. 
Goes a third week, ‘After the Thin 


which had been post- | 





| of King Edward VIII’ (GB) and ‘Love | 


in Exile’ (GB), coupled. Finished | 
week last night (Tues.) at around | 
$8.008, not good but heaps better | 
than the prior duo of ‘Tundra’! 


(Synd?) and ‘King of Hockey’ (WB) | 
which was under $5,000. House may 
bring in band units starting Xmas 
New dual bill today ‘Accused’ 


Is 


| (UA) and ‘Capt. Calamity’ (GN). 


Palace (1,700; 25-35-55 )—‘Reunion’ 
(20th) (2d run) and ‘Make Way for 
a Ladv’ (RKO), dualed. No dice. 
$7,000 looking tops. bad. Last week’s 
doubleton, ‘Light Brigade’ (WB) (2d 
rug) and ‘Chan at the Opera’ (20th) | 
(Ist run), $9,000. fair. 

Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-85)— | 
‘Pennies’ (Col) and, in pit, Art Shaw 
orchestra. Crosby name draw, plus | 
stage show policy of house which has | 
consistently clicked, totals te smash 


Buffalo, Dec. 15. , der plans 

; _ vs = a Be taj and stays on until next Wednesday | U"@er plans. 

Estimates for This Week wn). Opened today (Tuesday). __Daamite public's pre-Christmas pre-| (93), ‘The 47G countup for the Pe;|. Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Man Who 
arian Ss wee 1eodor: an -cupation, s s ss is “ . ‘ : - > | Liv sain’ ‘ . i 

Apolle (B & K) (1,200; 45-55-75 )— ‘Career Woman’ (20th) 4a. i nioste ree Buffalo. “Carrie ieee | with this Columbia pic is the best mtg Loe a = = seu pag conics 4 
‘Reunion’ (20th). Almost ‘pinked’ by | $13,500, excellent. by Bowes’ femme unit, is holding | pusiness 2 yRayree wh has done - the nny bg and off” anertly, getting 
‘the censors, but that trouble was as Pa a A gic takings up at the Buffalo. TG | cacraadion vie egg. talent g wart | $2:000 on the day. ‘Plot Thickens’ 
«| ‘Come an vet It’ (UA) and ‘Mr./} goes into its second week at the!) }.. + yeah “gpl | (RKO) went off Monday night (14) 
cleared up, Around $9,000, okay. Last Cinderella’ (MGM). Snaring satis-| Lakes to high takings and Lafayette | Shaw band is with ‘Pennies. after only $6 000 nn the week, dis- 
week ‘Come and Get It (UA) fin- factory $16,000. Last week “Love on| is moving along against the tide of | Banjo on My Knee,’ well sold by appointing. ‘Rose Bowl’ (Par), in 
ished third week in Loop with fine} Run’ (MGM), $18,000, good. Christmas shopping. | the Roxy and 20th-Fox, is snubbing | ahead, got $7.200, oke. House has 
$8,900. Par (4,000: 25-35-55)—Go West’ +. aes — | Santa to the tune of $35,000, while aj put up ‘a swell front for ‘Man Who 

Chicago (B & K) (4,000; 35-55-75)—| (Par) and “Wedding Present’ (Par) Estimates for This Week second week for ‘Born to Dance’ at | Lived Again.’ 
‘Three Men on Horse’ (WB) and| (2d_ week). Okay $16,000. Last ‘wang an eon; Geese ml ge ha the A sayy will be an easy $25,000} Rivoli (2,092: 25-55-75-85-99) — 
; ery week $18,000. fine. ; ord for Carrie’ (Par) an owes|or better. Although far from the|‘Rembrandt’ (UA) (2d week). Got 
stage show. Smacking session at Strand (2.000: 25-35-50)—‘Murder | all-girl unit. Above good $14,000.| strongest of Laughton’s starrers, | good $30,000 on the first week and 


on second, ending last night (Tues.) 
| standing 


up well at $22,000. Goes 
nine more days, ‘Beloved Enemy’ 
(UA) being set for Christmas morn- 
ing (25). 

Roxy (5,836: 25-40-55-75)—‘Banjo 
on My Knee’ (20th) and stage show. 
Considerable was spent selling this 
picture and the answer is the nice 
$35,000 it will get. Last week house 
went under $30.000 with ‘Luckiest 
Girl in World’ (U). disappointins. 

Strand (2,767: 25-40-44-65-85) — 
‘Three Men’ (WB) (3d week). Con- 
tinued run of “Three Men on Horse” 
as a play and the fact that most New 
Yorkers have seen it on the stage 
may be keeping the picture from 
going higher. but at $15,000 on third’ 
week, up last night (Tues.), no 
squawks are to be heard. The sec- 
ond week $28,000. verv good. Goes 
a fourth, ‘Diggers’ (WB) to open for 
Christmas. 

State (3.450: 35-55-75)—‘Come and 
Get It’ (UA) (2d run) and, on stage, 
Eleanor Holm Jarrett and Art Jar- 
rett. Combination of picture and 
Jarretts dragging "em in for a $26.- 
000 week. good. Last week ‘Carrie’ 
(Par) (2d run) and, topping vaude 
bill, Harry Richman, only $21.000, 
lowest for house in many pages -on 
the ledger. 


‘Banjo and Unit 
$70,000, Hepburn 
Cold $5,000, Det. 


—_———- 





Detroit, Dec. 15. 

Stores are grabbing most of coin 
here currently, but on the whole 
theatre grosses aren't near rock bot- 
tom. 

Leaders are ‘Banjo on My Knee’ at 
the Fox and ‘Hideaway Girl’ at the 
Mich, 

Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 


‘North of Nome’ (Col) and ‘Luckiest 
Girl (U), dual. Normal at $5,000. 
Last week good $4,700 on ‘Lady from 
a (Col) and ‘Flying Hostess’ 
(U). 

Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)— 
‘Banjo’ (20th) plus ‘Manhattan Scan- 
dals of 1937’ unit. Oke, in view of 
season, at $20,000. Last week ‘Theo- 
dora’ (Col) plus Ben Bernie band, 
nice $26,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) (2,000; 
30-40-65)—"Woman Rebels’ (RKO). 
Lucky to get $5,000, pretty cold. Last 
week $6,000 on ‘Come and Get It’ 
(UA) (2d week). 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65)—‘Hideaway Girl’ (Par) 
plus Milt Britton band in vaude. Do-- 
ing oke $21,000, despite shopping 
drag. It was $21,500 last stanza on 
‘Go West’ (Par), with Herbert Mun- 
din heading stage show, 

State (United Detroit) (3,000: 25- 
40)—‘Love on Run’ (MG) (2d run) 
and ‘Accusing Finger’ (Par), dual. 
Gable-Crawford flicker moved here 
after two weeks’ run at UA, and 
clicking off another nice $8,000. Nice 


| $9,000 last stanza on ‘One Way Pas- 


sage’ (WB) plus ‘Murder with Pic- 


tures’ (Par). 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-49-65)—‘Born to Dance’ 
(MG). Off to good start, at $13.500, 


| and figures to hold through holidays. 


Second week of ‘Love on Run’ (MG) 
pulled in oke $8,500 last stanza. 








{ 
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Nifty $29,500 for Tarzan in 2 Boston 
Spots; Bri ‘Brigade ‘Lederer P.A. $22 ad 








Boston, Dec. 

‘Tarzan,’ doubled with ‘saecaete 
in Manhattan,’ is getting a play from | 
women, kids and rugged gentry at 
the Orph and State. Rain, more than | 
Christmas shopping, dented film 
trade Friday and Saturday, although 
newspaper ad budgets have been 
slashed in anticipation of the slump. 
*“Rembrandt’ is winning a holdover 
at Memorial. 


Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,000; 35-50-65 )— 
‘Man I Marry’ (U) and Marcus’ show. 
On the skids to a pallid $15,000. Last 
week $16,000 on ‘Without Orders’ 
(RKO) and ‘Shooting High’ unit. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Jungle Princess’ (Par) and} 
‘Down Stretch’ (WB), dual. Medium | 
$5,500, with aid of personal appear- | 
ances by Ray Milland two shows | 


Saturday (12). Last week ‘Dixie’ | 
(20th) and ‘Murder with Pix’ (Par), | 
double, $5,000, fair. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; | 
25-35-50 )—Rembrandt’ (UA). Build- 
ing to $16,500 and will hold. Last | 
week, second of ‘Winterset’ (RKO), 


$10,000, light. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4.300; 35-50- 
65)—‘Light Brigade’ (WB), with} 
Francis Lederer and _ unit. Fair | 
$22,000. ‘Hideaway Girl’ (Par) and | 
Phil Baker on stage, $24,900 last 
week. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-35-40- | 
50)—‘Tarzan’ 
in Manhattan’ 
biz at $16,000. Last week’s h. o. of | 
‘Love on Run’ (MG) apparently not | 
warranted: $8,000. 


(Col), dual. 


Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
50)—‘Jungle Princess’ (Par) and 
‘Down Stretch’ (WB), double. Fair | 


$7,500. Last week $7,800, fair, on 
*Dixie’ (20th) and ‘Murder with Pix’ 
(Par), dual. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-40-50) 
—‘President’s Mystery’ (Rep) (lst 
run) and ‘Go West’ (Par) (2d run). 
Going places at $8,000. Last week 
very good $8,400 on ‘White Hunter’ 
(20th) and ‘Three Men on Horse’ 


(WB) (2d runs). 

State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-50) 
—Tarzan Escapes’ (MG) and ‘Ad- 
venture in Manhattan’ (Col), dual. 
Strong $13,500. Last week $7,000 on 


second stanza ‘Love on Run’ (MG). 


Theo $20,000, 
Dance $24,500; 





‘Born to Dance’ 


(MG) and ‘Adventure | 
Surprise | 





Cleve. Up 20%, 


Cleveland, Dec. 15. 


‘With nearly every local corpora- 
tion declaring bonuses for employees 
and employment figures reaching a 
new peak, the town is on a spending 
spree. September-like weather is also 
aiding record December sales in 
downtown stores as well as all 
amusements. Grosses in pix houses 
have jumped up 20%. 

‘Born to Dance’ is registering in 
eight days at State, followed by the 
*Winterset’-‘Fats’ Waller combo at 
Palace. Loew houses shifting from 
Thursday to Friday openings until 
Christmas week. 


Estimates for.This Week 


Alhambra (Martin Printz) (1,200: 
20-30-35 )—‘King Edward’ (GB) and 
“Love in Exile’ (GB), dual. Last- 
minute booking with Sunday opening 
(13), but timeliest bill of week. Fihe 
$3.500 or better. Last week ‘Love 
Letters of Star’ (U) and ‘Legion of 
Terror’ (Col) (2d week), miserable 
$800 in three days. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 25-40)—‘Pen- 
nies’ (20th) (2d run). Back to hold- 
overs shifted from Hipp, after string 
of so-and-so’s; copping excellent 
$6,500. Last week ‘Missing Girls’ 
(Ches) 
deserved. 





Circle (Marmorstein ) (1,900; 15-35) | 


—‘Come and Get It’ 
Cleaning up $5,500, big here. 
week ‘I Stand Condemned’ 
‘Three Married Men’ (Par), 


(UA) (2d run). 
Last | 


average. 


= $2.000. 


«Hipp (Warners) 
*Theodora’ (Col). Grabbing $20,000. 
Way over anything here in _ last 
month. ‘Pennies’ (20th-Cent) last 
week was sweet, too. at $18.500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200: 30-60)—‘Win- 
terset’ (RKO) plus ‘Fats’ Waller unit. 
Vaude okay but it’s the pix that’s 
responsible for $22,500, grand. ‘Banjo’ 


(WB) with Mitchell and Durant unit | 


last week made good at $19.500. 

State (Loew’s) 
‘Born to Dance’ (Metro). 
days. dancing its way to $24.500. Last 
week ‘Go West’ (Par), fair $16.500. 

Stillman ‘Loew’s) (1,872; 25-35)— 
‘Go West’ (Par) (2d run). Clicking 
stronger here: $8.000. Last week | 
“Love on Run’ (Metro) (2d week). 
close to $6,500, very good. 











stole $4,500, better than it! 


(UA) and | 


(3.700; 30-40)— | 


(3.450: 35-40-55)— | 
For eight | 


DANCE’ MOPS UP FOR 
$16,000 IN PROVIDENCE. 


Dec. 15. 





| 
Pr ovidence, 
downpour and Christ- 
mas shopping dented most of the 
bankrolls in town, but ‘Born to 
Dance’ at Loew’s Staite is mopping 
up. Ali other straight picture spots 
are sporting dual bills. 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (2,200; 15-25-40 )—‘American | 


Three-day 


Chump’ (MG) and ‘Night Waitress’ 
(RKO). Under $6,000, fair. Last} 
week ‘Rembrandt’ (UA) and 


‘Jane | 
Turner’ (U) fair at. $5,600. 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-25-40)—‘Captain’s 
Kid’ (WB) and vaude. Pre-holiday 
slump hurting only variety stand in | 
town: $6,000, so-so. Last week | 
‘Luckiest Girl’ (U) also in the lower | 
brackets at $5,800. | 

Loew’s State (3.200: 15-25-40)— | 
(MG). in the hit | 
class with $16,000. Last week ‘Theo- | 


dora’ (Col) and ‘Mad Holiday’ (MG) | 
nifty at $11,000. : | 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Banjo’ (WB) and ‘Chan at Opera’ 
(20th). Only $6,000, fair. Last week 
‘Three Men On Horse’ (WB) and 
Fugitive From Sky’ (WB) 
| at $6,400. 
Strand (Indie) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
|‘Easy to Take’ (Par) and ‘Two 


Fisted’ (Col). Getting $4,000 on split 
week. Last week ‘Along Came Love’ 
(Par) and ‘Down to Sea’ (Rep) had | 
tough going at at $3,000 on split. 


‘Shoppers Give L’ville 
Plenty of Matinee Biz; 
Born to Dance’ $6. 000 


Lauls ville, Dec. 15. 


Pre-Christmas crowds on the main 
stem are giving a spurt to matinee 
biz. Evenings are otf somewhat, but 
that’s to be exvected. 

‘Born t) Dance,’ at Loew’s State, 
is headed for top money, aided by 


not and 
| 


National Ist Runs 


WARNER BROS. 


‘Gold Diggers of °37,’ 

P’tland, 19: Bway, Charl'te, 
UNIVERSAL 

‘Three Smart Girls,” Maj. 
B’dgep't, 25; Warber, M’waukee, 
25; Strand, L ville, 25; La- 
fayette, Buff, 25; Alvin, Pitt, 31; 
Egyptian, Ogden, 31; Ambass, 
St.L, 31; Orph, S.F, -Jan. 7; 
Roxy, N.Y, 8; Apollo, Ind’apolis, 
15; Keith’s, Wash, 15. 

‘Luckiest Girl in the World,’ 
Troy, Troy, 18; Albee, B’klyn, 
18: State, Jersey C, 18; Keith's, 
Lowell, Jan. 8; Lyric, Duluth, 
Feb. 10. 

‘Flying Hostess,’ 
B'ham, 19; Park, Bangor, Jan, 1 
Lib, Wheeling, 9; Albee, Prov, 
15: Lib, Oklahoma C, Feb. 13. 

‘Conflict,’ Rialto, Charlest’n, 
22; Lyric, Duluth, 25; State, 
Trent’n, 25; Emp; Montgomery, 
Jan. 4; Cap, Miami, 15; Gra- 
nada, Hamilton, Ont., 21; Lib, 
Oklahoma C, Feb. 10. 


UNITED ARTISTS 


‘Rembrandt,’ Aldine, Philly, 
16: Cent, Balto, 17; Madison, 
Det, 17; Warner, M’waukee, 17; 
Grand, Atlanta, 18; Pal, Cincy, 
18; Pal, Indianapolis, 18; Mid- 
land, K.C, 18; State, L’ville, 18; 
Vendome, Nashv’le, 18; Loew’s, 
Richm’nd, 18; 4 Star, L.A, 25; 
Tampa, Tampa, 30. 

‘Beloved Enemy,’ 
25; Tampa, Tampa, 
bee, Prov, 22. 

‘Garden of Allah,’ Madison, 
Det, 24: Warner, M’waukee, 24; 
State, N.O, 24: Col, Reading, 24; 
Cap, Wash, 24; Cent, Balto, 24; 
Grand, Atlanta, 25; State, Bost’n, 
25; Loew’s, Dayt’n, 25; Strand, 
Hartf’d, 25; Ellanev, El Paso, 25; 
Arcade, Jacksonv’le, 25; State, 
Norfolk, 25; Loew’s, Rochest’r, 
25: Tivoli, Chat’nooga, 27; Den- 
ver, Denver, 31; Cap, Ottawa, 
Jan. 8. 

‘Come and Get It,’ Par, Mont- 
gomery, 17: Queen, Galvest'n, 
25; Queen, Wilmingt’n. 25: 
Tenn, Knoxv’'le, 29. 

‘Gay Desperado,’ Par. 
17; Loew’s, Toronto, 18: 
Columb’s, 18; Ritz, Tulsa, 


B’way, 
23. 





Strand, 


| 


Rivoli. 
Jan. 


N.Y, 
19; Al- 





Omaha, 
Broad, 
19. 








an Eleanor Powell dance contest and 
other exploitation gags. Critics were | 





strong for ‘Winterset,’ but public re- 
sponse has been lukewarm. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (4th Ave.-Loew’s? (1,500: | 
15-25-40 )—‘Theodora’ (Col) and | 
‘Mad Holiday’ (MG) (2d run). Pre- 
vious stanza for combo at Loew’s | 
State was profitable, and current 
$2,800 is okay. Last week ‘Flying 
Hostess’ (U) and ‘Love Letters’ (U), | 
dual, light, $2,000. 
Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— | 


‘Mohicans’ (UA) and ‘Ladies in Love’ 
(20th), dual, splitting with ‘Lady Be 
Careful’ (Par) and ‘Don’t Turn "Em 
Loose’ (RKO), dual. Catching plenty 
of drop-in trade, particularly femme | 
shoppers at matinees. Good. $2,000. | 


Last week ‘Ramona’ (20th) and | 
‘Wives Never Know’ (Par), dual, | 
fair, $1,600. 

Loew’s State (3.000: eeaerere | 


‘Born to Dance’ (MG). Best in town 
at $6,000. Last week ‘Pennies’ 
and ‘Legion of Terror’ (Col), 
no better than $5.000. 

Mary Anderson (‘Libson) (1,000: 
15-25-40)—Polo Joe’ (WB). Not 
potent b. o. as a single: below nor- | 
mal at $3,200. Last week. second of | 
‘Three Men on Horse’ (FN), okay | 
at $3,700. 

Ohio (Settos) 


(Col) 
dual, | 


(900: 15)—Hands 
Across Table’ (Par) and ‘Dangerous’ 
(WB), dual, splittine with ‘Had to 
Happen’ (20th) and ‘Goose and Gan- 
der’ (FN), dual. Headed for $1,000, 
not bad. . Last week ‘Irish in Us’ 
(WB) and ‘Happened in New York’ 
(U), dual, splitting with ‘Moulin 
Rouge’ (Par) and ‘Music Is Magic’ 
(20th). dual, $700. fair. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3.000: 15- | 
25-40 )—Winterset’ (RKO) and ‘Plot 
Thickens’ (RKO), dual. Got glowing | 
reviews, but b. o. only fair at $4.800. 
Last week ‘Jungle’ Princess’ (Par) 
and ‘Jane Turner’ (RKO). dual, $4,- 
200, fair. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1.500: 
25-40 )\—Banjo’ (20th) (2d week). 
right at $3,600. 
| good. 





15- | 
All | 
Last week $4,500, 


BALLY GALS IN WB PIC 
Hollywood. Dec. 15. 
Capitalizing on the nation-wide 
bally accorded the ‘Gold Diggers of 
1937’ troupe cross continent, Warners 
is putting unit into ‘Talent Sccut.’ 
George Bilson and Fred Lawrence 
wrote the original. Rosalind Mar- 
quis, Jean Madden and the line gals | 
will appear in the film. 


'{U) and 


— | 





Landers On High Again 
Hollywood, Dec. 15. | 
Lew Landers. will direct ‘Wings of 
Mercy’ at RKO, his second plane. 
melodrama at the studio. 
Robert Bren and Edmufiid- Hart- 
*mann are screenplaying. | 


| and accounts in part for generally 


| Potter to direct 





‘Winterset: on 


Dual $8500 as 
K. C. Canters 


Kansas City, Dec. 15. 


Pre-Christmas letdown apparent 
over the weekend, with most of the 
boys reconciled to the fact and offer- 
ing no alibis. Philharmonic concerts 
coming every two weeks and falling 
on Thursdays and Fridays, latter 
opening day here, draw about 8,000, 


poor getaway currently. 
Top money goes to ‘Born to Dance.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘Winterset?’ (RKO) and ‘Smartest 
Girl’ (RKO), dual. Not doing so well 
at $8,500. Last week ‘Banjo’ (20th) 
and ‘Easy to Take’ (Par), with p.a. 
by the ‘Gold Diggers’ troupe account- 
ing for extra brisk trade one eve- 
ning, reached $10,000. 

Midland (Loew) (4.000: 25-40)— 
‘Born to Dance’ (MG). Nice cam- 
paign shooting this one into swell 
$20,000. Last week ‘Theodora’ (Col) 
and ‘Mad. Holiday’ (MG), nice all the 


Theodora’ Overcomes Mpls. Letharsy 


With Big $12,000; 





| of what’s going perry een 


| Escapes’ 


| $15 Strippers 


| what the customer 





way, $13,800. 

Newman (Par) (1,900; 25-40)—_ 
| ‘Hideaway Girl’ (Par). Low $5,500. 
Last week ‘Woman Rebels’ (RKO) 
(2,200; 25)— 


pretty awful at $4,100. 

Tower ‘Rewot-Fox) 
‘Plot Thickens’ (RKO) and vaude. | 
B. o. in doldrums at $6.000. Last week | 
‘Luckiest Girl’ (U). $5,800, low. 
(2,030; 25-40)—‘In | 


Uptown (Fox) 
His Steps’ (GN) and ‘Laughing at | 
Trouble’ (20th). No strength at | 


$3,600. Last week ‘Flying Hostess’ 
‘Down Stretch’ (FN) dual, 
light $3,500. 


‘Tightwad’ for Riesner | 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Paramount's “Tighitwad’ will be di- | 
rected by Charles Riesner. 


Picture has Lew Ayres, Charles | 


Ruggles and Mary Carlisle in top 
spots. 
POTTER'S ‘TOM’ SHOW | 
Hollywood, Dec. 15. 


David Selznick has assigned H. C. | 
‘The Adventures of | 
Tom Sawyer.’ 

No starting date set. 


| national, are scripting 


| his third, 


| wants such a picture and Par is lin- 
| ing up such a story. 


Powell-Loy’s ‘Great Love’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Metro is co-starring William Pow- 
ell and Myrna Loy in Ferenc Mol- 
nar’s ‘Great Love.’ 
TOE Mankiewicz produces. 





‘CROWN SITUASH HITS | 
| MONTREAL PIC GROSSES | 


Montreal, Dec. 15. 
yO crisis hit grosses last week 


and will to some extent still affect} 
them here currently, but all the dit 





| will come back with the newsreels | 


of the abdication. Meanwhile Capitol 
with ‘Banjo on Knee’ will take best! 


Nabes all over are 
| Xmas season in years. 


Estimates for This Week 


having best pre- | 





His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600: 50)— 
; ‘song of Freedom’ (Brit) and ‘Me 

and Marlborough’ (Brit). Panning| 
out to $4,500. Last week ‘As You} 
Like It’ (Brit) and ‘Jack of all! 
Trades’ (Brit) did well enough at! 
$4,000. 

Palace (CT) (2.700: 50)—‘Woman 
Rebels’ (RKO) and ‘Without Orders’ | 
(RKO). Showing up fairly well with | 
$7,000. Last week ‘Go West,’ $5,500, 
light. 

Capitol (CT) (2.700; 50)—‘Banjo’ | 
(20th) and ‘Come Closer’ (Col). Very| 
nice $7,500. Last week ‘Get It’ (UA)| 
and ‘Man I Marry’ (Col), fairly good, 
$6,500. 

Loew’s (M.T. Co.) (3,200; 50)— 
‘Way for a Lady’ (MG) and ‘Spices 
of 1937’ unit. Average at $10,500. 


Last week ‘Under Your Spell’ 

and ‘Carroll's Revue,’ 

at $10,000. 

Princess (CT) (2.300: 50)—“Tarzan | 
(MG) and ‘General Spanky’ 

(MG). Good $7,000. Repeat last week | 
of ‘Theodora’ (Col) and ‘You May 


(20th) 
good enough 


Be Next’ (Col) did well at $5,500. 
Cinema de Paris (France-Film) | 
(600; 50)—‘Michael Strogoff’ (4th | 


week). Still holding for $2,000 after | 
good $2,500 last week. 

St. Denis (France Film) (2,300: 34) 
—L'Incantation’ and ‘Tout Va Bien, | 
Mme. La Marquise.’ Good for $5,000. | 
Last week ‘Les Loups entr’eux’ and | 
‘Prete-moi Ta Femme,’ good, $4,000. 








(Continued from page 1) 





water and ice, being cut in only on 
consumes. 

Shows in these spots usually con- 
sist of a dance team, which splits for 
singles and a strip teaser. Latter are 
required to go the route for $15 per 
week and go on hourly from mid- 
night to close. Female imperson- 
ators, featured by at least six spots, 
work for around $2 per night. 

Stripping in midair from a trapeze 
hit Broadway this week, via La 
Belle Rica at the Gaiety, burley 
house. 

Act is first of foreign importations 
Abe Minsky grabbed while in Earepe 
last summer. 


b J 
Nagel’s Meg Bow 
Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Conrad Nagel will make his debut 
as a director on. ‘Love Takes a 
Flight,’ for George Hirliman-Regal 
productions. released by Grand Na- 
tional. 
Nagel has an actor-director pact 
with Hirliman. 


‘Touch’ for Wyler 


oh Hollywood, Dec. 15, 
William Wyler will direct Miriam 
| Hopkins in ‘The Woman's Touch’ for 
| Samuel Goldwyn. 
Dorothy Parker and Alan Camp- 








pell, borrowed from Selznick-Inter- | 
from Sam and 
Bella Spewack’s orig. 


JACK BENNY—STRAIGHT 


Jack Benny's next for Paramount, 
may have him playing a 
straight role in a non-musical. He | 


Burns and Allen’s Vacash 


Burns and Allen are coming east 
at the end of the month for a two 
weeks’ vacash. 

They'll do their Dec. 30 and Jan. 6 
broadcasts from New York. 





| Mad’ 


| consummated a 


- | the 


Run’ NSH. $7,000 


Minneapolis, Dec. 15 
Current grosses afford little cheer, 
Pre-Christmas influence continues its 


strangle hold and the weather is stil] 
doing its bit. 
Orpheum with ‘Theodora Goes 


Wild’ 
come 


is making a game fight to over- 
the numerous handicaps. It 
easily will lead the town, outdis- 
tancing ‘Love on the Run’ at the 
Minnesota. 


Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Publix) (900; 15-25)— 
ventures in Manhattan’ (Col) 
run), and ‘Wild Brian Kent’ 
first run. Light $600. 

Century (Publix) BS Sena 
‘Devil Is Sissy’ (MG) and ‘Stage 
Struck’ (FN) (2d runs), split. Bad 
$2,000. Last week ‘Cain and Mabel’ 
CWB) (2d run), $2,200, light. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 20-25 
Maiden Lane’ (20th). Playing up 
shorts because feature lacks cast 
names. Light $1,500. Last week, 
‘Our Relations’ (MG), $2,000, okay, 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 25-35- 
55)—‘Love on Run’ (MG). Mediocre 
$7,000 indicated. Last week, ‘Dance 
(MG), $8,500, fair. 

Orpheum (Singer) (2.890; 
— ‘Theodora’ (Col). Good $12,000 
will not be hard to take in view 
of circumstances. Last week ‘Smart- 
est Girl’ (RKO) and Olsen-Johnson 
on stage, $13,000, fair. 

State (Publix) (2,300; 25-35-40)— 
‘Hideaway Girl’ (Par). Sledding 
| pretty tough at $3,500. Last week 
‘Banjo’ (20th), $6,000, good. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)— 


‘Ad- 
(2d 
(20th , 


(1,600; 15-2 


\—"15 


25-35-40) 


“Misses 


ing Girls’ (Chest). Satisfactory $1.- 
100. Last week, ‘Without Orders’ 
| (RKO), $700. light. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Anthony Adverse’ (WB). Good 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Dimples’ (20th), 


$3.000, good. 
World ‘Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—Ecstasy’ (4th week). Stiil ok: iy 


$1,800, good. 


Sida ar Fried! to » Op. 
Orph, Mols., for 6 Mos. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 15. 


L. J. Ludwig and J. J. Friedl ree 
turned from New York, where they 
deal for the take- 
over of the Orpheum-Hennepin here 
on a six month .contract, effective 
Jan. 1. With their other holdings in 
downtown sector this takeover 
gives the operators complete and 
unified control of the first-run sit- 
uation in Minneapolis. 

No negotiations for the Seventh 
Street, as this house is in bankruptcy 
and controlled by the Orpheum 
Realty Co. 


at $1.200. Last week, 





Ben Blue’s Par Termer 


Ben Blue's first feature for Para- 
mount, ‘College Holiday,’ is likely to 
lead to a contract with this company. 
Although taken on for just this one 
picture, a featured player agreement 
will be probably consummated. 

For many years in vaude Blue 
made a series of shorts for Warner 


| Bros. 


DENY $1 PATHE TRADING 
Washington, Dec. 15. 
Unlisted trading privileges in 
Pathe Film Corp. $1 common were 
denied last week by Securities & 
Exchahge Commission in rejecting 
application of the Boston Stock Ex- 
change. 
Action was based on decision that 
the securities are not ‘substantially 
equivalent’ to Pathe Exchange com- 














‘brothers 





mon. which has been given the 
privilege. 
” ° 
Zacchinis 
(Continued from page 1) 
As a result he lost 20 pounds, he 
testified. 
‘It made me very sick,’ said Zac- 


chini. ‘I don't feel like working and 
my brain does not work. I have to 
protect, my two brothers who go inte 
the cannon and I shoot them out. If 
I do not think clearly, I am apt to 


kill my brothers.’ His divorce suit 
was not contested. 

The Zacchini Bros. have a home 
here, where they work to perfect 


their act while the circus is in win, 
ter quarters in Sarasota. The ak 
who go boom out of the 
cannon did not testify what Bruno’ 
marital difficulties did to their ner 
vous systems. 
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ide Stuff—Pictures 





While exhibitors in eastern and midwestern spots are attacking per-_ 


centage and rental terms demanded by Metro for the 1936-37 product, 


Coast theatre men are reported contracting for the company’s product in| 
Credit for this harmony on | 


greater numbers than in number of years. 
Coast, particularly in the Los Angeles area, is credited to a disposition on 

t of company’s local distributing execs to work out deals whereby 
exhibs figure they are not being gouged. As a result, contention is made 
that Metro sales to date are far ahead in Southern California than a 
year ago. 


Although it was revealed that Micholas M. Schenck, president of Loew's, 
Inc. would receive $312,008 in salary and bonus in the present year, 
salaries and bonus payments to other officials and directors were not 
reported at last wee'’s annual stockholders’ meeting. Nor were any steps 


taken or announcement made ‘as to realignment of the old contract whereby | 


Leew agrees to pay a stipulated percentage of earnings to the Mayer Com- 


pany, 2 partnership composed of Irving Thalberg, Louis B. Mayer and J. | 


Robert Rubin. However, because ef the death of Thalberg, some sort of 
a new contract between Loew and the Mayer company is viewed as likely. 


A commercial manufacturing license has been granted by Warner Bros. 
to Milton Bradley, S vingiield, Mass., which is getting out a racetrack 
game on ‘Three Men on Horse’ and will put out products on two forth- 
coming pictures, ‘Gold Diggers of 1936’ and ‘Boy Meeis Girl.’ 

Since ‘Nev. 14 a total of 35,000 racing games have been shipped retailers 
on “Three Men,’ with 30,000 to 40,000 to be shipped this month. 
of ‘Three Men’ are being paid a royalty which on first twe weeks of sales 
ran to $200. Designs on “Three Men’ and ‘Gold Diggers’ are being included 
in cloth for manufacture of dresses and other articles of apparel. 


* Reception of Hollywood production news by newspapers throughout the 


country is shown in 2,200 card surveys made by Tom Baily of the Metro 
e } 


publicity department. Total of 2,105 papers replied stating they wished 
the weekly news letter continucd. Big increase was noted among the 
college papers, with approximately 100 publications using picture blurbs. 
Two years ago about the only college using such cepy was the University 
of California at Los Angeles. 

‘Investigation is being carried on by the Hays office in an effort to pare 
the list of newspaper credential holders. It is expected that 30 will be 
dropped from the group, now totaling 350. Of the 350, 78 are reps of for- 
eign sheets, 45 freelancers, with the balance handling domestic papers. 
Tom Petty, publicity rep of the Hays outfit, is checking legitimacy of 
requests before giving out cards for studio recognition and admittance. 


Metro electrical engineers, under Lou Kolb, have perfected a new type 
spetlight which, in a combination of 150-amp light, a Fresneal lens and 
rheostat, irons out irregular light variations or ‘bumps’ of old lamps. New 
type balances flow of current and allows light to be widely spread for 
better camera work. It is being used currently on production of “The Last 
of Mrs. Cheyney.’ 





— 


Metro is seeking Deanna Durbin for a part in ‘Gram,’ and thereby hangs | 


She was under contract 
When stu- 
Three 


a tale regarding Coast studios passing up talent. 
to MG for six months but only appeared in one short subject. 
dios passed up her option, 13-year-old agtress went to Universal. 
months iater she appeared in ‘Three Smart Girls.’ 


Paramount contract list posted last week shows the studio now has 78 
contract players, plus four more who are under special deals. List re- 
veals there are six men carrying the title of producer-director, with 15 
directors under pacts. List of writers shows 64 on the lot. 


With the lifting of the English ban on showing impersonations of Queen 


Victoria in films, Paramount has written in role of the queen for the Henry | 


Hathaway-Grover Jones production, ‘Souls at Sea.’ Period of picture, 1841, 


will show Victoria as a young girl. 





The House of Commons sat in session on the ‘Parnell’ set at Metro the 


day King Edward broadcast his farewell address. Most of the players in | 





the scene were Englishmen, and they took time out to listen in. 


-_— ——— ——E 








|tail in recommending enactment of 
‘such legislation. Particular questions 
will be thrashed out by a drafting 
committee which hopes to have a 
| concrete formula ready for submis- 
| sion to Congress next month. Ap- 
| parently the idea is to pave the way 
Roosevelt and urged on Congress as | once more for voluntary codes, with 
result of last week's second annual | enforcement being primarily in the 
council for industrial progress. | hands of trade groups and the Fed- 
‘eral Trade Commission or a new 
agency serving as arbiter and super- 
visor. Government would not have 


Pix Reps 











(Continued from page 6) 





Planning to create a semi-perma- | 
nent lobby, labor and management | 
reps who convened under auspices of | 


Federal Industrial Co-ordinator | as much power to crack down as | 
George L. Berry enthusiastically | Gen. Hugh Johnson possessed, but 
voted approval of a statute which | neither would the industry police 


forces have a completely free hand. 
Whether the codes would apply to 
non-signers is problematical in view 
of the Supreme Court's ruling in the 
original NRA case. 

The council 
government supervision of business 
is unavoidable, with many speakers 
assailing management for past con- 
'duct and asserting business leaders 
cannot be left to regulate problems 
single-handed. Paine took this slant, 


would revive the code system, per- 
mit price-fixing, establish minimum 
Wage and maximum hour rules, and 
Prohibit unfair methods of competi- 
tion. Scheme involves the idea of an 
‘industrial court’ to settle disputes 
between members of individual lines 
and iake a hand in enforcing the 
Proposed voluntary agreements on 
labor and trade practices. 


While no formal action was taken. | 
the council also signified desire to | 


have the anti-trus ifi 
-trust laws modified to | : 
emi a P stry should do the 
Permit concerted action by members ernment or industry 


: olicing is academic and expressing 
of different trades on outstanding | P eva poh arsem in favor of Federal 
" . 3 ; 
Problems. This course, advocated | P€TSOP , 


st ctr regulati abor spokesmen like- 
most strongly by John G. Paine, Tegupen. ee ee of 
chairman of Music Publishers’ Pro- | W'S Propasandiz : 


government herd-riding and insisted 
further limitation of the work week 
is imperative to solve unemployment 


tective Association and management 


representative on Maj. Barry’s staff, 
was not included, however, in the 


formal program ratified by the con 'and provide better distribution of 
ferees, Furthermore, the idea con- | wealth. . _eo* 
flicted with the administration view- The program ratified by erry s 
boint as expressed ay wer stant At conference involved many less im- 
x — SSts le - 
torney General John Dickin won. who portant new principles. Among 
‘ son. 


° “ 2 ° : > « o re 
told the council that stronger these were idea of setting up a pe 


en- PoP 

forcement of statutes against monop- Penge — orunes eal ay — 
oly is desirable. | the President and ( ongress, ove r- 
For the Li » | hauling of the tax laws to lift the 

© Lite Fellow | present burden on ‘sources of in- 


he new 


NRA visioned by the con- 
fe ence y 


| come,’ periodical surveys of employ- 


ould be designed primarily | ment, and more intensive research 
. +; ‘ ‘ - * ‘ . 
Protection of the ‘liitie fellow. | into economic conditions and infu- 


the council did not go inte de- | ence. 


Authors | 


took the view that) 


declaring question of whether gov- | 


VARIETY 








$25,000,000 Melon 








(Continued from page 1) 


common and preferred stocks which 
will total close to $50,000,000 for the 
amusement issues. 

Actual divvy extras and _ initial 
| declarations for 1936 will mean $20.- 
| 210.530 in stockholder pockets. 
| sides these payments, present 
| cations are that additional 
j} and first dividends witl 
| total by around $2,009,635. 
| The year-end gift siving is caleu- 
lated to mean that more than $2.000.- 
000 will go to picture ard radio com. 


indi- 
extras 
swell the 


| pany employees in the form of sal- 
ary bonuses. 

Largest extra melon was the 
$1,500,000 declared by Loew's, Inc.. 
on its common stock in the last 30 
days. This was in the form of $1 
cash dividend. Loew common stock- 


| holders, however, will receive $2.250.- 


|} 000 in cash extras because of the 
|} previous 50c. declaration. Greatest 
Gistribution to sharehelders of a 


/ 
| 
| 


Be- | 


| company on the amusement list goes | 


| to Westinghouse Electric 


stocknolders who will 


common 


get $7.747.542 


| in cash as a result of the recent $3 
declaration. 
Columbia Broadcasting System’s 


| éxtra payment of $1.30 declared Jasi 
week will cost the company $1,103,- 
035. 

Although 20th Century-Fox com- 
mon stockholders already had 
ccived $1 in cash a short time ao, 
an additional $1 that went out this 
month represents an extra divvy. 
| This $1 cash extra means that com- 


| mon stockholders will receive $1,223.- | 


039. 
$1.10 extra payment is costing the 
| company $457,600 while the initial 


| one for 90c. represents an outlay of 
$374,400. 

Technicolor’s surprise divvy d2c- 
laration of 50c. last week means the 
distribution of about $360,000. East- 
man Kodak’s extra. disbursements 


——S—S—_——" 


oo — nee | 





Going Places 


By Ceerlia Ager 





Mr. Johnson’s Femme Psychology 

In every Barbara Stanwyck picture there’s a Big Scene in which Miss 
Stanwyck warks herself up into a state; tears spill, her voice chokes, and, 
screeching, she lets the audience see that. something’s eating her. Since 
Miss Sianwyck does this sort of thing very nicely, building it into a good 
forie finish, she’s never let off duing it. It’s her specialty, like Bing’s 
crooning. 

In ‘Banjo on My Knee,’ Miss Stanwyck’s Big Scene is in accord with 
tradition, but this time Producer Nunally Johnson, well known for his 
grasp of femme psychology, has provided the to-do with sound motiva- 
tion. It’s just nerves, the nerves a kissless bride develops after being like 
that for six months. Therefore the immediate contretemps that sets her off 
may be unimportant—the point is she’s s2ething, anyway. In addition, 
Miss Stanwyck but calmly, and dances satisfactorily in scottische 
tempo, which is sweet and pretty for her wide-skirted mousseline de soie 
dress, and permits her time to remember the routine. 


sings, 


Producer Johnson has also noticed that the first thing a girl—that is, an 
insincere girl unlike Miss Stanwyck but like Katharine de Mille—thinks of 
when a good man appears, is the state of her make-up. Miss de Mille’s full- 
blown brunette appeal gets plenty of gilding from her over-sized powder 
puff, also the sign of an insincere girl; and this, followed by her running 
gag oi pulling on her black net-stockings in order te get her best work in 
—pulling them on, not off, as less subtle psychologists than Mr. Johnson 
would have her do—indicates conclusively the depths of insincerity to 
which she's sunk. 





Producer Johnson’s observations are very profound. Furthermore, he so 
thoroughly fascinates the naturally fastidious Roxy audience with the 
kissless bride suspense and the on-ihe-whole nobility of the cast’s char- 
acters, that soon they’ve stopped wincing at the ugliness of the picture’s 
suanty-boat background and the actors’ disregard of 
but not a drop to wash or brush their teeth with. 


water everywhere 


Taking Eleawor Apart 
As to Eleanor Powell in ‘Born to Dances,’ it’s clear that Miss Powell has 
powerful legs obedient to her inspired bidding—she thinks up impossible 
and ofttimes graceful things for them to do, which they do straightway, 


General Theatre Equipment’s | accurately and fearlessly; that when she learned to dance for the stage 


she was told to make her face look brizht and animated—which expres- 
sion, when examined by the relentless cameras, becomes an agonized-with- 
intensity, open-mouthed, and since so risorously held to, a monetonous 
smile; that her screen personality is pleasant and likable and destined for 
popularity, for she’s the kind of nice, unaffected girl that makes up her 
nation-wide audience, and yet despiie these qualities, is a screen star. and 
so will make her audience feel content and comfortable about themselves; 
that her inability to wear clothes with manner and dash is not necessarily 


| have been equally divided amon} a handicap, because it increases her kinship with the crowd; that what- 


the four quarters this year, a total 
of $1 having been declared in addi- 
' tion to the usual $5 on the common. 


Extra payments cost the company 
| $2,250,921. 

The stock divvy of Pathe Film, 
issued soon after CGrand National 
| was orsanized, consisting of GN 
| stock, gave $500,000 in extra coin 
| to Pathe stockholders to dispose of 
| their stock for cash shortly after 
issuance. 
of $2 in cash (actually in excess of 


| that figure, if taken out in stock on 
one-tenth of share basis) meant that 

stockholders were enriched by more 

| than $404,000. The initial dividend 
amounted to $101,000. 


Even the 5c. extra declared by 


ever word may describe her diction, ‘high-toned’ doesn’t. 

Virginia Bruce’s role of a spoiled stage star has enough mean disposi- 
tion written in it to satisfy any pretty and mild looking blonde with a yen 
to play emotional menaces. Miss Bruce also gets the clothes, notably 
a heavy white taffeta suit with a flared tunic swirling from a slim belted 


| waistline, a costume good because of the hat that goes with it—a shallow- 


crowned confection that’s got a white veil dotted with black chenille tied 


| around its brim and a velvet rose perched on the crown—feminine and 


American Seating’s extra | a little pal without it’s turning her into a little dear. 


| Trans-Lux handed the stockholders | 


| $35,800. And Madison Square Gar- 
| den’s 10c. divvy cest the company 
| $32,400. 
The 


| for Paramount's two groups of pre- | ; : : ; > 
—— |ferred stockholders gave the first | their bosses don’t notice how attractive they are instead of because they 

$2,976,000 and | do notice, honest intentions everywhere. except from the men who are 
stockholders, | Clucks anyway, such a sell, indeed, that the only girl in the picture with 
Par declared $12 on the @ real feeling for opportunity turns out to be Dorothea Kent, the comic. 


| preferred shareholders 
the second preference 
$385,800. 
first preferred and 60c. on the second 
preferred. 

With 20th Century-Fox, Loew and 
RKO outlay to company employees 
estimated at around $1,300,000, pay- 
ments expected before Christmas by 
at least one film company and one 
radio network organization are ex- 
pected to swell the total beyond the 
| $2,000.000 mark. 

Wall Street was also looking for a 
small declaration on Warner Bros. 
common and a substantial payment 
| on the preferred, and an anticipated 
Radio Corp. of America 





| 


| extra on 
preferred. 





Coast’s Yule Cheer 
Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Several thousands of dollars in 
| bonuses will be given employees of 
| Ceast studios, and in most instances 
|workers will be given three-day 
| holidays over Christmas and New 
Year's. 

At Metro, around 1,500 employees 
in the lower salary brackets will re- 


ceive two weeks’ extra salary at 
Xmas-time. This is addition to extra 
pay checks already announced for 


employees of Loew’s, Inc., and MG 
| personnel throughout the world. 
| Bonus affects those employees with 
the company for more than one year 
and who receive less than $50 
weekly. 

Warner Bros. is giving two week- 


end vacations, but no bonuses have 
been announced. Paramount like- 
wise is giving vacations. 

At 20th-Fox approximately 3,500 
employees will get a slice of the 
bonus to be passed out Dec. 18. Only 
those who have been on the payroll 
six months will receive the added 
fare. Amounts will be based on sal- 
ary percentaces. 

Other studios are discussing the 


ij Yule largesse and 


} 


fetching in the sought-for wise way. 

Una Merkel’s a pal again, but then Miss Merkel’s got a talent for being 
Frances Langford 
sings torchy while looking bereft of curves too. She wears a sequined 
and rhinestone military costume with a sweeping cape, since there are 
some sailors in the picture, 


She Gets Her Laughs 


‘More Than a Secretary’ doesn’t mean what you mean. It’s about having 
brains and working oneself up to a better job, like, for instance, assistant 
editor. It doesn’t mean ‘more than a secretary’ at all, and a lot of good 


| respectable hausfraus, who go to see it, to see swooningly wicked carry- 
| ings-on in plush penthouses, are going to come out simply furious. Nothing 


initial dividends announced but virtue, virtue, virtue—working girls 


i 
| 


living in their own two-room 
apartments with early American furniture, quitting their jobs because 


It is interesting, therefore, that Miss Kent steals the picture. Indeed, 
steals it from Jean Arthur, who isn’t used to that sort of thing, being, as 
she is, so good at that sort of thing herself. It’s the story that defeats 


_her, taking Miss Arthur out of the secretarial school she’s running, which 


would have been a fascinating new background lush with ‘human interest’ 
stuff, and putting her instead in a publisher’s office where nothing is 


| credible, least of all publishing. Here Miss Arthur is dull with boy-scout 


zeal for her job and do-nothing yearning for her stodgy boss. She looks, 
however, very decorative in beautifully fitted dark dresses with crisp 
‘lingerie touches’ at the high necklines. 

Meanwhile, Miss Kent goes zipping about, chirruping inanities, flipping 
a little figure pulled close with satin and getting her men even though 
she’s a comic who gets laughs, too. 


Social Worker Crooned At 

Social workers get a break in ‘Pennies From Heaven’ because, in ‘Pen- 
nies From Heaven,’ that’s what they call Madge Evans—a social worker. 
Miss Evans is the first social werker in pics who doesn’t wear spectacles 
nor her hair screwed up in a knot. In fact, all there is to distinguish 
Miss Evans, the social worker, from any other picture actress is her own 
natural reserve and austerity, but she’s got enough of it to make her an 
utterly convincing social worker, 

Even though her silk lounging pyjamas are fresh and fit her and she 
does her hair in a full, loose bob, she’s still convincing. The rest of Miss 
Evans’ social work is carried on while she wears costumes pour le sport, 
store-bought tailored things, young and harmless like her clothes for her 
other less precisely defined roles. 

At that, it’s lucky for the understanding of ‘Pennies From Heaven’ that 
Miss Evans’ conscientiousness and singleness of purpose got into the pic- 
ture, for whereas the rest of the people tend at times to lose sight of just 
what kind of characters, other than pixie, they’re supposea to be, Miss 
Evans herself remembers, straightens everybody out and the story, too, 
before the thing is over. Moreover, when Miss Evans is being crooned at, 
she sits still listening, and doesn’t wiggle around trying to attract atten- 
tion just because she can’t croon back. 


home office and theatre employees. 
Coin giveaway ranges from half 
week’s salary to theatre workers, 
With firm under six months, to two 
weeks’ salary for those in home 
office over six months. Maximum to 
anyone, $250. 


will close over the two week-ends 
and perhaps will give bonuses, 

Film Row will be shuttered on the 
Saturdays following Christmas and 
New Year’s. Fox-West Coast home 
office, regularly operated on a five- 
day week, will toss in the extra days, 





| 
too. | Theatre workers’ largesse and half 
Fox-West Coast’s 179G | of others due to their quarierly 
Fox-West Coast is passing out i sharing in irives amounting to 


it appears that aff | $179,009 Christmas bonus Dec. 19 to | $75,000. 


8941774. 
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Berlin, Dec. 6. 
New order issued by Dr. Goebbels, 
prohibiting. criticism of all theatri- 
cals, is causing plenty of headaches 
to local dailies and theatrical jour- 
nals. 
Deutsche Artistik, vaudeville pa- 
per, has informed its correspondents 
to cease submitting reviews. 
Herbert Ihering, critic on one of 
Berlin’s larger dailies, was sacked 
three weeks ago for panning an 
opera performance. This was even 
before the general demobilization of 
critics. 
Propaganda minister first started 
gagging the press about a year ago 
with an order that drama and music 
critics were not to publish reviews, 
until noon of the following day, to 
allow more careful consideration. 
This was later amplified to include 
all branches of the cinema, vaude- 
ville, art, literature and concerts. 
New order states that criticism is 
to be supplanted altogether by what 
is called ‘objective analysis and de- 
scription. Comments will not be 
permitted to contain any reference 
to the quality of a performance or 
an opinion pro or con. 

Goebbels. excuses his action by 
referring to younger critics who 
have passed judgment on old per- 
formers of standing. Minister adds 
further that artists should not be 
the victims of free criticism from 
other than those qualified in the 
eyes of the state. 


MAXWELL FINANCING; 
TO DISTRIB HAGEN PIX 


London, Dec. 15. 
John Maxwell is taking over entire 
distribution of Julius Hagen’s pro- 
ductions. Twickenham Renting Co., 
Hagen’s distribution end, will be shut 
down and Wardour Films will han- 
dle all the product from now on. 
Hagen expects to make 12 pictures 
yearly for the next five years and 
Maxwell will put up half the pro- 
duction cost. Distribution outside 
the United Kingdom remains in 
Hagen’s hands to be negotiated. 











More Sydney Legit? 


Sydney, Nov. 27. 

Rumors are that indie interests in- 
tend to erect another theatre here 
for the presentation of legit and 
revue. Stated that capital can be 
gotten and that a site has already 
been picked. 

Some time ago Sir Ben Fuller was 
all set to erect a legit house, but the 
City Fathers upped the price on him 
and he quit. At present Williamson- 
Tait is the sole owner and controller 
of the only legit theatre operating in 
this city. 


MEXICAN FILM BOOM 


All Studios Taken Till February— 
Figure 40 Pics Next Year 














Mexico City, Dec. 15. 

Something of a boom has developed 
in Mexican pic production. All local 
studios are engaged until late Feb- 
ruary. While the 1936 output is not 
expected to top 20 features, the New 
Year will see from 30 to 40 home- 
made films. 

Long strike of help for higher 
wages and other economic conces- 
sions that has closed up National Mo- 
tion Picture Production Co., Mexico’s 
pioneer talker maker, for several 
months, is expected to be settled by 
the end of the year. Talk is that 


co-op. 





Mex Pic Scissored 


Mexico City, Dec. 15. 

New national pic censors have 
demonstrated that they are not play- 
ing favorites and that their rules 
apply to Mexican-mades as well as 
foreign films. Severe scissoring was 
ordered on the newest native pic, 
‘El Rosal Bendito’ (The Blessed 
Rosebush’ ). 

Cutting was ordered because the 
pic did not conform with various 
of the board’s regulations, including 
that it was not altogether in accord 
with the government’s idealology and 
infringed on the rules demanding 
that pics must be a faithful repre- 
sentation of thought, feeling, man- 
ners, customs, etc., of Mexico and 
her people. 





Prohibition of Amus. Criticism 
Reich Papers; Official Explanation 


+ 


Upsets 





London Mystery 





London, Dec. 6. 

Registration of a theatre com- 
pany with capital of $25,000,000 
has got the trade by the ears, 
but nobody knows who or what 
it is. 

Company called Cinema 
Ground Rents and Properties, 
Ltd., is intended to buy, build or 
deal: with theatres, cinemas and 
places of entertainment, and 
will make a public issue of stock 
in $5 shares. Deal is under- 
stood to be in negotiation for a 
major part of the finance. 


JAP TROUPE TO TOUR 


1S 














Tokyo, Dec. 3. 


Shochiki Kabuki Players to tour Eu- 
rope. Date of departure is not set 


in Rome. 

Similar deal was on for the U. S., 
but it fell through because the group 
wanted guarantees. 





Script Changed, Author 





Buenos Aires, Dec. 3. 


Suit against Eduardo Morera, 
rector of ‘Ya Tiene Comesario El 
Pueblo,’ film for Argentine Films 
Rio de la Plata, by its author, C. 
Martinez Paiva, was settled out of 
court. Author had sought an in- 
junction against further exhibition 
and damages from the director. 

Author held that his script, origi- 
nally intended as a comedy, was 
turned into political propaganda by 
the director. Liberties allegedly 
taken with the dialog pointing out 
the illiteracy and ignorance preva- 
lent in the Argentine made it a mes- 
sage, said ‘the plaintiff. 

Attorneys fought it out, finally 
agreeing that it would not hurt the 
prestige of the Argentine or the pie- 
ture to pass a little money around. 


di- 





U.S. Pix Lead in Hague 


The Hague, Dec. 6. 

American and British film product 
are about all that counts here. Gain 
of the American film over German 
in this market of late is remarkable, 
British releases running a not-too- 
close second. 

Censors have been somewhat less 
injurious lately with only two out 
of 53 foreign releases rejected last 
year. French film market here is 
negligible, except for an occasional 
Henry. Baur or’ Charles Boyer pic. 





| 
| 


Sues — And Collects 


| trator-General 


EUROPE; U.S. DATE OFF 


} 
| 


Contracts have been signed for the | 


| ing 
| 
yet, but the company will open first | 


Soph’s $25,000 Benefit 


London, Dec. 15. 

Midnight performance of American 
talent in England in aid of the King 
George V Memorial Fund was held 
Thursday night (10) and met with 
splendid success at the Coliseum. 
| Sophie Tucker staged it. 

Thirty artists appeared and the | 
show netted approximately $25,000 | 
for the fund. 








New Bernstein 
Play Center of 


Comedie Battle 


Paris, Dec. 7. 
Edouard Bourdet, new Adminis- 
of the Comedie- 
Francaise, and Henri _ Bernstein, 
dramatist, are at daggers’ points. 
Seems that a play by Bernstein | 
called ‘Judith’ was accepted by | 
Bourdet’s predecessor, 
and was to be produced this com- 
spring. Bourdet, however, 
omitted it in a recently issued list 
of plays in preparation at the Come- 
die. 


Bernstein proposed 


| delay the presentation of ‘Judith’ un- 


' til next October, 





so that he, Bourdet, 
would Have a whole year to develop 
his own personal program if he had 
one. Bourdet did not answer. Bern- 
stein then went over Bourdet’s head, 
and wrote directly to Jean Zay, Min- 
ister of National Education, who has 
the last say as far as State theatres 
are concerned. - In this letter, the 
Minister is asked to say whether a 
contract entered into by the admin- 
istrator of a State theatre is binding 
to his successor or whether the lat- 
ter can ignore it. 

More than one playwright is 
anxiously awaiting the verdict, as it 
will most probably prove to be a 
handy precedent in the future, 





3 More for Forst 


Berlin, Dec. 7. 
Willy Forst, Germany’s most suc- 
cessful film producer, is taking it 
easy now. 





After a vacation in Merano he will | 


go ahead on the first of three pix he 
intends to make within the next two 
years. One will be a filmization of 
Jochen Huth’s comedy ‘Himmel auf 
Erden’ (‘Heaven on Earth’). De Mau- 
passant’s ‘Bel Ami’ will be another. 

Forst will continue producing in 
Vienna. 





Morlay’s Italian Tour 
Rome, Nov. 30. 

Gaby Morlay is planning an Italian 
tour. 

Will put on ‘Ee Messager,” by 
Henri Bernstein and ‘Le fauteuil n. 
47 (‘Seat No. 47’) by Verneuil in the 
principal Italian cities. 
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Emile Fabre, | 


that Bourdet | 


Enough Is Enough 





London, Dec. 2. 

Exhibs listening to British 
Broadcasting Corp.’s_ picture 
critic, Alistair Cooke, talking on 
current releases last week, went 
hot under the collar when they 
heard him advise the listening 
mobs to’ give picture theatres 
a miss this week and stay by 
the fire with a book, because 
the pictures on offer were not 
worth seeing, any of them. 

London branch of the Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors’ Associa- 
tion is accordingly lodging a 
protest with the B.B.C., urging, 
while a critic is entitled to pan 
individual pictures, he has no 
right to encourage folks to stay 








away from cinemas altogether. 


|BERGNER’S ‘BOY DAVID’ 
A SOLID LONDON CLICK 


Dec. 15. 
Elisabeth 
Majesty’s 








London, 
‘Boy 
Bergner, 


David,’ 
opened 


starring 
at His 


dignified premiere of the season. 
Barrie play was heartily approved | 
of by the audience and both Miss 
Bergner and Godfrey Tearle, oppo- 
site, scored their most distinct legit 
clicks here. 
House is solidly sold for months. 





Berman’s Commish Claim 


On Stoll $1,800,000 Deal 


Dee. 15. 
Max Berman, theatrical costumer, 
| has issued a writ against Sir Oswald 
Stoll claiming commission for having 
promoted the sale of the Alhambra 
theatre for $1,800,000. ; 

Berman claims he introduced Os- 
car Deutsch, head of the Odeon Cine- | 
ma Circuit, to Stoll and that the 
deal eventuated via a lease. 
stood that Stoll’s defence is that 
Deutsch did not make a direct pur- 
chase, buying through other hands, 
and that hence Berman is not en- 
titled to commission. 


London, 











English Plays in Berlin 
Berlin, Dec. 8. 


In addition to Aifred Sutro’s ‘The 
Laughing Lady,’ presented here by 
the English Theater at the Behren 
Str., St. John Ervine’s ‘Anthony and 
Anna’ will be produced and Sutton 
Vane’s ‘Outward Bound’ in January. 

Other plays to be put on will be 
A. A. Milne’s ‘Dover Road,’ ‘Emlyn 
Williams’ ‘Night Must Fall’ and H. 
|M. Harwood’s ‘The Man in Posses- 
| sion.’ 








Split of Aussie Greater Theatres 
Chain Finally Set; To Begin Dec. 31 





By ERIC GORRICK 
Sydney, Nov. 24. 
Although both sides are. still 
shadow boxing, the present agree- 
ment between Greater Union The- 
atres- and Hoyts covering General 
Theatres’ tie-up will, on Dec. 31, be 
withdrawn by mutual consent. 


| Neither side has admitted this yet, 
help will run the company as a/|f 


but it is a fact. 

This will leave the way open for 
the formation of a new agreement, 
on lines entirely different from the 
old one or a decision to allow both 
circuits to operate independently, as 
was the case before the bankers 
forced the merger. Although the 
present agreement still has some 
time to run, either side, under the 
policy, is compelled to announce be- 
fore the end of the year its inten- 
tions regarding the future. 

Due a week ago, Walter Hutchin- 
son, head of 20th-Fox’s foreign de- 
partment, informed that a certain 
proposal had been placed before 
Stuart F. Doyle in respect to the 
continuance of the link, and until 
such time as Doyle decided one way 
or another, he (Hutchinson) could 
not make any statement. During the 
week, Hutchinson called personally 
upon Doyle, but no statement was is- 








sued covering this huddle. It is 
learned unofficially that Fox rather 
favors the merger continuing for a 
further term, Greater Union forces, 
however, are not sold on the idea 
at all. 
Hutchinson Away 

Hutchinson left here Nov. 20 for 
America, via the Far East and Eng- 
land and, on his arrival in January, 
will place a complete resume of the 
Australian situation before Sidney 


Kent. 
General Theatres will cease to 
function because each side stands 


very solid financially now and will 
not bow to any dictation in respect 
to uneven terms. 

Stuart Doyle's is not a personality 
to submit to minor control, and 
Charles Munro is similar in charac- 
ter. With them, mainly, it’s all or 
nothing. It will emphatically be on 
the question of terms and control 
whether G.T. continues as an active 
unit. 

And speaking of terms, the Greater 
Union men are asking whether, in 
the event of a further merge, it is 
the intention to include the Moodabe- 
Fox interests in New Zealand in the 
deal. Hoyts men insist that their or- 
ganization has nothing to do with 


Moodabes, despite the fact that 
Charles Munro, head of Hoyts, is 
assisting in the management of the 
circuit with Mike Moodabe, and 
Stanley Crick (Fox) holds a 50% 
interest in the chain with Munro. 


Questions 
Greater Union men are asking 
some serious questions on this New 
Zealand situation, but it is firmly 
believed that the Moodabe angle will 


Doyle and his men are marking time 
in order to figure out their own 
financial situation before giving or 
making any decision. Whether Doyle 
will accept British or local capital 
for his circuit is a question for his 
Board to decide. Norman Rydge is 
currently working on a scheme to 
present to the stockholders in the 
near future. And when Ken Asprey, 
Doyle’s personal attorney, returns 
from the U. S., action covering the 
entire Greater Union circuit should 
come into full play. 

In the meantime, Munro is going 
ahead on building up the Hoyts po- 
sition in the nabe and country cen- 
ters. Financially, Hoyts stands ace- 





high now and fears no opposition. 
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lone 
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}elephant 
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Under- | will turn out eight Spanishers yearly. 





not be allowed to enter the G.T. 
terms. 
Actually, it looks as though Stuart | 





| to China. 





Wintergarten and Scala, aa: 
Competing by Booking Similar Acts 





Berlin, Dec. 5, 
Vaudeville competition, so healthy 
to the profession, is assuming gro- 
tesque forms between the two local 


ace houses, and is badly irritating 
the few vaude fans that are stil] 
left these days. 

Wintergarten, handicapped by its 
small capacity of only 1,850, com- 
pared to the 2,800 of the Scala, and 


by its system of only one show per 
day against the Seala’s_ twice- 
nightly policy, is limited in budget. 
Almost every month the public 
here has the unique opportunity of 
similar acts headlining 
two houses, When = Grock 
the Scala last spring, the 
starred Sascha Price, 
clown act. When the 
went to Chefalo, Ital- 
the Wintergarten an- 
native magician, 
in big type. Both examples are re- 
garded as poor showmanship, per- 
we but there it is. 
1ings are more grotesque when 
fa: ee the two rushes a big act in 
month ahead of the other, like 
the elephant act the current month 
at the Wintergarten, especially 
booked because the Scala has an 
act in next month's bill. 
claimed the Wintergarten 
minus Alfredo, 
because the Scala booked the Fly- 
ing Concellos. Booking of the de 
|Basil Ballet Russe was answered by 
the Wintergarten’s engaging the 
Viennese ballet of Toni Birkmeyer. 
Dante, American magician signed 
for the Scala next year, will have a 
similar act one month ahead at the 
house, it claimed. Secret 
just who, however. 


the 


another 


It’s also 


is 





Tijuana’s Pic Studio 





Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Raoul de Leon will direct the first 
|picture to be produced at the Im- 
perial Azteca studios in Tijuana, 
| Mex., after the first of the year. 

Studio is being constructed and, 
Roberto Farfan heads the production 
outfit. 





DARK BERLIN LEGITS 


Over 40,000 Unused Seats 
Germany’s Capital 








Berlin, Dec. 6. 

Over 40.000 empty theatre seats 
are available in houses that have 
gone dark here. In the case of the 
Wallner, closed early this month fol- 
lowing a fairly nice run of Kollo’s 
‘Three Old Maids,’ there is. some 
speculation about the sudden clos- 
ing not being entirely due to poor 
business. 

Other legit houses waiting for an 
angel are the Casino, a pop bur- 
lesque theatre run for years by the 
w.k. Jewish director, H. Berg, and 
vacated via the Nurenberg law; the 
Central, a gold mine in former days 
with French farces; the ‘Walhalla, 
atop Carow’s vaude cellar and out ’ 
of luck ever since it opened; the ° 
Thalia, Trianon, Neues-am-Zoo, and ° 
Theatre Palm Court in the Europa 
building. , 

In vaude, the Apollo on lower 
Friedrichstrasse holds the record for ° 
being closed over .10 years now, due ° 
to its poor location and enormous 
back tax debt. 


Double Panto 


London, Dec. 6. 

Three Wiere Bros. are playing two 
pantomimes simultaneously this ycar 
—the Wimbledon theatre and King’s 
theatre, Hammersmith—which has 
never been done by any act since 
pantomime has become an English 
institution. : 

At the same time they are appear- 
ing at the Dorchester hotel. 








Rex Story in Japan 
Tokyo, Dec. 3. 
Rex Story arrives here Dec. 24 en 
route to China with his new show. 
After a brief date here at the New 
Grand Hotel Dec. 24, he will proceed 


in the 


| 
} 


Story expects to remain | 
Orient for at least two years with hi 
new show. 
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Theo Fligelstone, president 


ment coming from the city 


time to put on their screens. 





Co-operation in Britain 


Trade reactions to the Quota report are focusing more definitely 
each day on the word ‘cooperation.’ ‘ 

First voiced by the President of the Cinematograph Exhibitors 
Association, it was caught up by the Kinematograph Renters Society 
(distribs’ organization); John Maxwell, as British producer, used it at 
the Federation of British Industries dinner to Will 
M.P.P.D.A. president came through with an acknowledgement that 
common action was the best thing for the entire industry. 
of the C.E.A., 
question of a united front when attending an annual banquet of a 
provincial section of the Association in Liverpool. 

Opinion of the country exhibs is beginning to dribble in, first com- 
of Portsmouth, where 
C.E.A, section were unable to discover any suggestion in the recom- 
mendations whereby independents might fulfill a rising Quota except 
by playing the same type of quickie junk they were forced at this 


+ 


London, Dec. 6. 


Hays, and the 


referred back to the 


members of a 








DOYLE'S SYDNEY! 


ve 


Sydney, Nov. 2 


In the first statement issued since | 
his return from abroad, Stuart F. | 
Doyle informed Variety that his 
production unit, Cinesound, will | 
keep up a_ continuous 
schedule during 1937, 

Unit has already completed “Or- | 
phan of the Wilderness,’ and will) 


production 


have a second pic, ‘It Isn’t Done,’ in | 
the cutting-room next week. The | 
1937 preduction list includes, ‘Tall | 


Timbers,’ an original by Captain 
Frank Hurley; ‘Robbery Under 
Arms,” ‘Pearl of Great Price,’ and 
‘Yellow Sands.’ Doyle states that | 
from time to time stars will be im- | 
ported from abroad to play leading | 
roles, and give marquee worth to} 
the various pix. 
Doyle states that his unit intends 
to produce between five and six fea- | 
tures annually for here and abrosd, | 
and it is also hoped that before very 
long an American market will be 
secured for the local-mades. Market | 
has already been found in England, | 
and it is the intention of the com- 
pany to expand wherever possible. 
Fifty-two Cinesound newsreels 
will be gotten out annually, also, 


NEW STEREOSCOPIC 
SYSTEM IN ITALY 


Rome, Dec. 6. 

Experiments in stereoscopic films 
are being made by Licurgo Tioli 
along ‘an entirely new line’ here. 
Heretofore, it is claimed, all at- 
temps at making three-dimensional | 
films have required the projection of 
two images on the screen, Tioli’s | 
aim is not to reproduce nature twice, | 
but to reproduce it just once in a 
way that will give the illusion of be- 
ing plastic. 

If perfected his system would do | 
away with the necessity of using | 
Special cameras, special projection 
machines or special glasses for the 
Spectators. All the usual production 
material, even the same kind of film, 
could be used for the making of 
three-dimensional films by this 
method, Tioli’s work is still in the 
experimental stage, but those who) 
have. seen the results he has ob-| 
tained to date on narrow film bands | 
and with a small projector have been | 


er impressed with the possibil- | 
les, 





| 














Junking Dead Film 


London, Dec. 8. 
Kinematograph Renters Society | 
as put in a special outfit for junk- 
ng exhausted film stock at the rate | 
of thousands of feet in a few sec- 
onds. All distributors, who formerly 
junked their own prints after their 
eoking period had matured, now 
hand the reels to the Society, which 
mutilates them thoroughly and 
Passes them to authorized junk mer- | 
chants, who reclaim the siiver con- 
tent from the emulsion. 
Stringent control is’ exercised to 
Prevent reels slipping into the hands 
of bootleg merchants. | 


i 


| are virtually 


| figures 
| places 


Jap Competition 


Tokyo, Dec. 3. 

Competition from the neighboring 
Toho chain theatres has _ forced 
Schochiku to seek another location 
for exhibition of its product. 

Company announced last week 
that it would build-a new theatre 
larger than any other on a site near 
to its legit house, Tokyo Gekijo. 

Almost at the same time. Toho 
opened a new house in Shibuya. 





| New 3,000-seater will play day and 


date with Hibiya Eiga, Toho’s origi- 
nal downtown location. 


SEEK PERMIT FOR KID 
TALENT IN BRIT. PIX 


| 
London, Dec. 6. 

Legislation is sought by British | 
producers to allow child actors to} 
appear in films made in the U.K. | 
Under the law at this time, children | 
excluded from work- | 
ing in studios, due to Acts regulat- | 
ing conditions, education, et al. 

Speaking for producer members of 
the Federation of British Industries, 
Capt. Richard Norton addressed a 
meeting of Members of Parliament 
at the House of Commons, but since | 
only 18 turned up to hear his plea, | 
the effort was not a conspicuous 
success. Norton stressed it was in 
the public interest for youngsters to 
appear in films, as child portrayals | 
could be made elevating, and asked | 
for a clause in the next Factories | 
Act permitting this. 

Labor unions were in favor, he 
said, as well as the Home Office and 
Dominions governments. 

Meeting decided to send a deputa- | 
tion to the Minister of Education | 
with a draft clause for inclusion in 
the Act. 


Shorts Biz Looks Up 
In Japan; 2 Reel Houses 








| renting executives 


} BRITISH BIZ BADLY SCORED 
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Even Favored Distribs Not 
So Happy About Outlook 
—U.S. Angle No Cinch— 


What the Various Leaders | 


Think 


KORDA LIKES IT 


London, Dec. 6. 

Motion picture industry of the 
United Kingdom, after several days 
in which to read and digest the 
Quota Report, is scared stiff with 
the recommendation for a Govern- 
ment Cinema Control Board. 

First appearance of the report last 
week, with its proposals for a stepped 
quota in favor of exhibs and other 
suggestions revealing strong ex- 
hibitor bias, drew applause from the 
theatre end of the business, with 
British producers also tagging along 
in the chorus of praise for a series 
of proposals considered to be in 
their direct interest. 

Only section of the trade to main- 
tain a discreet silence was the fra- 
ternity of distributors, with general 
trade opinion seeing clauses in the 


report aimed directly at major Amer- | 


ican interests operating here. 
Inquiries 

So seriously, in fact, did leading 
see this thing 
that, during the short visit here of 
Will H. Hays, he was bombarded 
with inquiries in the hope he would 
give a lead on the policy to be 
adopted for best interests of the 
commercial system involved. 

Hays gave no sign, realizing the 
matter demands 
and that many 


months must pass 


| before the new Quota setup is likely 


to jell. If anything, he indicated he 
did not intend to become panicked 
at this time. 

Most marked quick-change of at- 
titude has been that of the exhibs, 


who, first welcoming the suggested | 


measures, are now afraid the threat 
of direct government interference 
may not be so hot. Theo Fligelstone, 
president of the Cinematograph Ex- 
hibitors’ Association, speaking at a 
trade luncheon to Hays, declared, 
amid applause of 150 association 
members: 

‘I am wondering whether we re- 
quire a States Commission to solve 
this and our many problems. We 
should solvé our own problems with- 
in the trade.’ 

Rush Meeting 

Hurried meeting of C. E. A. Gen- 
eral Purposes Committee was con- 
vened after the Hays luncheon, but 


| was unable to grapple with the mat- 


Tokyo, Dec. 3. | 


Short subjects which heretofore | 
have been a drug on the market 
stand a chance of returning a little | 
coin to the producers, if the plans 
of the big chains and the railway de- | 
partment materialize. Before, the. 
only market for shorts was in the 
larger houses and the rentals were 
miserly. Some exchanges have 
thrown them in free to influence 
favorable bookings. 

Commencing Nov. 21, the Tokyo 
Railway Bureau opened two news- 
reel houses at Ueno Station and 
Shinjuku Station. Idea is that the 
Government Railways might pick 
up a little loose change from patrons 


| who have some time before depart- 


ure or who have missed trains, the 
latter being a prevalent situation 
with the Japanese. Government also 
on using short subjects on 
of interest which may be 
reached from the station where pic- 
ture is shown. 

Along the same line and following 
the success of the newsreel theatre 
in the basement of its Nippon Gekijo, 
the Toho Chain plans similar propo- 
sitions in Nagoya, Kyoto, Osaka and 
Kobe. This cause a 
similar move on the part of Shochiku 
because either chain almost always 
follows the other in such matters. 


will probably 


ter at such short notice, and de- 
ferred consideration until next week. 

British producers opened with 
praise for general principles of the 
report, welcoming restrictive pro- 
posals aimed at destroying quickie 
productions. 


John Maxwell, in a statement to 


a trade paper, declared the main 
recommendations were a fair at- 
tempt to compromise on the con- 


flicting viewpoints of the different 
sections of the industry. Threat of 
a substantial rise in the Quota per- 
centage he held to be ‘very much in 
the air,’ depending what effort 
producers made to justify increas- 
ing the figure. 

Alexander Korda announced him- 
self well satisfied and pleased re- 
garding the proposals for safeguard- 
ins quality as excellent in every way 
and likely to discourage quickie pro- 
moters from putting down money in 
the face of possible rejection of their 
pictures. Suggestion of a Film Com- 
mission to review films on a quality 
basis was, he thought. an admirable 
way of meeting a difficult and com- 
plex problem. 

‘Even if the Quota goes up to 50%, 


on 


declared Korda, ‘it cannot and will 
not keep a single good American 
picture out of this country Cer- 


| tainly I see nothing hostile to Amer- ' 


| 
| 
| 
| 


HAL 


long consideration | 





Imperial Quota 


Canberra, Nov. 27. 
Many whispers around that 
the Federal boys are playing 
with the idea of introducing an 
Imperial Quota in Australia 
next year. Nothing definite 
beyond the whispers, but it is 
stated unofficially that pressure 
is being brought to bear from 
British producers on the ques- 
tion of protection for their 
product in a British colony to 
overcome the inroads made by 
foreign (American) producers. 
It was thought that Premier 
Stevens would have something 
to say on this subject following 
his return from abroad and his 
chatter sessions with the Brit- 
ish men. However, the premier 
has kept mum, 














VIENNA STUDIOS 
VERY ACTIVE 


Vienna, Dec. 4. 








Local 
i new films. 

Cine Allianz is making ‘Nine Offi- 
cers’ from George Frazer's story, 


Selenphon Co. is shooting ‘Enemy of 
Mankind,’ with Finni Gebhardt, Sig- 
mund Lohde and Annemarie Hege- 
ner featured. Jasp Speyer is direct- 
ing. Gloria Co. has nearly completed 





| ‘Premiere,’ with Zarah Leander and | 
Karl Martell and a cast of 300. Book | 


was written by Max Wallner, music 
by Denes von Buday. 

Rudolf Forster, actor, and George 
Luzatto have also formed a new 
company to shoot their own films. 
German star had been looking over 
the 


| Co. Ida Wuest will be starred in his 
first production, Story is still un- 
selected, 


| 
New Hoyts 2,000 Seater 


Melbourne, Nov. 27. 

| Hoyts is all set to erect a new the- 
| atre in Brunswick, Victoria, at a cost 
of $100,000. House will be a 2,000- 
seater and will be the forerunner 
| of further erections for Hoyts under 
| the direction of Charles Munro. 

| Hoyts also plans erection in other 
| country centres around New South 
Wales. 





ican producers in the recommenda- 
| tions put forward.’ 

Captain Richard Norton and Basil 
| Dean were more critical, Norton 


confessing himself bewildered at the | sion were known, and may now wish 
| plan for viewing films on a quality | his comment had been more guarded, 


| basis. Dean thought the proposed 

Film Commission a ‘highly dangerous 
plan.’ 

Gaumont In Spot 

Gaumont-British, with its vital in- 

| terests in the American 

stake, is saying nothing—on this side. 

It may, in common with other pro- 


ducers desirous of developing an 
outlet into the American market 
(stressed so lately as essential if 


British production is to make head- | 
| way), feel the need for extreme cau- | 
tion, as already the fear has been | 


breathed along Wardour street that 
measures directed repressively 
against the 
| American distribution here 
cause a reaction in the U. S. 
establishment of economic 
against British films. 

If this should be true, British pro- 
ducers will have cause heavily to re- 
gret the cumbersome action of their 
own government, which, in its 
vious Quota Laws, reachcd final con- 
clusions have 
proved entirely satisfactory, 


may 
and 
bars 


results 


whose 
even to 


those in whose interest they were | 


framed. 
Herbert 


Wilcox, 


unshipping 


Lifting of Ban on Queen Victoria 
Character Means at Least 3 Pix 


) they are putting pictures into imme- 
| diate production, to be ready for re 
| lease by the end of that month. 


| tion, which will cover the complete 


|the chance to play another young 


| Stage rights. 
studios are busy readying . . 
| with a story in preparation covering 
| the whole reign, but whichever is 
} 


| 


with Kaethe von Nagy in the lead. |a major release for the 1937 season. 


| duction of the same play may see 


local situation for some time, | 
| before founding the Danube Film| 


| Theatre was to be a 4,000-seater, 


| 
| 
| city, as Odeon has grabbed the next- 
| 
} 





| ican market is wide open for British 
| pictures.’ 


market at | 


massive machinery of | 


pre- | 


not 


from ' 


London, Dec. 6. 
Announcement by the Lord Cham- 
berlain and the Film Censor that the 
lifted on 
tions of Queen Victoria on the stage 


ban would be representa- 


and screen has produced immediate 
reaction, with three producers imme- 
diately announcing films of the sub- 
ject, and at least one play likely for 
next summer. 

Ban comes off officially June 20, 


so Alexander Korda, Herbert Wil- 
cox and Michael Balcon, all declare 


Wilcox declares he will sign a star 
of world reputation and a famous 
British director now in Hollywood, 
averring he has had such a produce 


60-year reign, in 
long time. 
Gaumont-British states it has an 
option on ‘Girlhood of a Queen,’ 
Continental play by Sil-Vara, action 
of which covers the first three years 
of Victoria’s reign, and it is antici- 
pated that Nova Pilbeam will get 


contemplation a 


queen role. Gilbert Miller has the 


Corporation has a second choice, 


chosen, plan is for production to be 
It is possible a London stage pro=« 


| daylight next summer, but Miller 
also owns ‘Victoria Regina, current 
| in New York, and may prefer to rush 
it in, 





PAR LOSES OUT IN 
HOUSE SITE DICKER 


London, Dec. 8. 

Negotiations by Arthur Segal for 
| purchase of an extensive central site 
|in the city of Bradford, Yorkshire, 
where a big-scale Paramount theatre 
was to be built, have been broken 
off by the civic authorities following 
disagreement on terms of the pro- 
posed deal. 

| Segal’s offer was $1,550,000 for the 
| site. Deal fell down on conditions, \ 





with restaurant, newsree}! 
and shops built in. 
Now looks like Paramount will be 


unsuccessful in moves to crash the 


theatre, - « 


best site, with Union also dickering. 


——_———— 


the U. S., told reporters, “The Amer- 


But he left before the 
| findings of the Government Commis- 


Where’s the Fault? 

Other criticisms in discussion 
circles of the industry see harsh dis- 
| crimination against American dis- 
_tribs in plans for involving them in 
more rigorous regulations in han- 
dling of produc’ of guaranteed qual- 
ity, it being pointed out that, with 
|} one exception (the now defunct F. 
B. O.), distributors have faithfully 
| kept within the law by offering a 
quota of British films which com- 
plied with the Films Act. 

If the quality of some of the films 
has been questionable, that, reasor 
| ably, can be laid to the fault of those 
who drew up the act in leaving loop- 
| holes, while the inability of the Brit- 

ish production industry to keep step 
with the development of the quota 
over a 10-year period is also not 
guiitless. 

Fortunately any new law cannot 
,}apply till the autumn of 1938. Re- 
port now under open debate can 
|only form a loose framework for a 
new Films Act, and trade discussion 
and close examination will assist in 
shaping and moulding it to a less 
cumbersome and more practicable 
iortil, 
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Pennies From Heaven 
(WITH SONGS) 


Columbia release of Emanuel Cohen 
qMajor Pictures) production, Stars Bing 
Crosby. Features Madge Evans, Edith Fel- 
lows, Louis Armstrong. Directed by Nor- 
man Z. Meleod. Katherine Leslie Moore 
story adapted by Jo Swerling. Songs by 
Arthur Johnson and John Burke, arranged 
by John Scott Trotter, Camera, Robert 
Pittack; sound, Glen Rominger. At Para- 
mount, N. Y., beginning Dee, 9%, 1986, 
Running time, SO mins. 

SOMES gc ccks ove Habs oes CC Ras Ring Crosby 
BUBAN.... wcroccccccccesesevess Madge Evans 
PREEY oc vccccccedsceseteucsees Edith Fellows | 
Gramp SOULE PUPEEE CLIK TET Ee Donald Meek 
DUS aie ¢enas teases 14¥4S4e oan! John Gallaudet 
REOUTY so cccascptscovecveces Louis Armstrong | 
SEMEY . co's phe dua cee Sb bes 006-0 Tom Dugan 
Mies Howard... .ccccsceesesess Nana Bryant | 
Warden. .....ccccccccccccess Charles Wilson 
DOMNCEBRIONAIFE. 6. ccescecsecccss Harry Tyler 
Pe RMRGIM OD, os vcodecwes Beeb’ .William Stack 
Mr. Siges.. ae ; Tom Ricketts 


Louis Armstrong Band 


‘Pennies From Heaven’ may qualify 
as a fair grosser because of Crosby's 
name, but b;- ically it’s a weak pic- 
ture with a that has little 
movement and only a scattered few 
mild giggles. It’s spread pretty thin 
over 80 minutes, despite a good tune- 
ful score which should be no handi- 
cap. 

Basically the story is not only trite 
but lacking in situations. It meanders 
along. For example, there’s a 15- 
minute sequence when Crosby, a 13- 
year-old kid and her grandfather 
move into an abandoned farm-house. 


story 


They arrive on the back of a passing | 


farmer's hay wagon which gives 
them a chance to sing ‘Old. Man 
McDonald.’ The rain and the 
conveniently hold off until 


of nature are unleashed and the trio 
are established in a musty house 
that creaks and groans and suggests 
ghosts. That in turn permits Crosby 
to lullaby the kid to sleep. 

Story hops disconcertingly from 
realism to hoke farce with pauses 
for Crosby to sing. All of this might 
have been excused if the thing had 
zip or comedy. It lack both. 

Picture opens with a condemned 
man on his last walk to the electric 
chair. A gruesome start for a 
comedy. Pausing to congratulate 
Crosby, in another cell, for being a 
fine singer, 

asses a letter for personal delivery. 

n carrying out the murderer’s wish 
—sans reward—the hero comes into 
contact with the kid (Edith Fellows) 
and her grandpa (Donald Meek). 
The kid is an incorrigible and a 
great problem to the county welfare 
agent (Madge Evans). What skimpy 
plot there is evolves from this, 

Characterizations. are not well 
drawn and there is little to be said 
on the performance side. Many indi- 
vidual scenes are synthetic and the 
actors inevitably share the phony 
impression. Film won't advance 
Crosby although Crosby may over- 
come its faults to some extent. 

Best individual impression is by 
Louis Armstrong. Negro cornetist and 
hi-de-ho expert. Not as an eccentric 
musician but as a Negro comedian 
he suggests possibilities. He toots his 
solo horn to a nice individual score, 
plus his band chores. 

Crosby has a couple of songs that 
will be reprised into fair popularity. 
Story takes plenty of bruising in its 
efforts to allow the star to sing. 
Fundamentally it’s questionable if a 
street troubadour is a very attractive 

- figure to Americans. Throughout the 
_ story Crosby sings for pennies. It is 
not a very heroic or glamorous 
occupation. Character as drawn by 
the script is negative and vague 
which makes the one sequence 
where he shows aggression doubly 
. incredible. That a penniless hobo 
with a jail record could get credit 
from not one but a dozen business 
men to convert a farmhouse into a 
_ dine and dance roadhouse is just a 
sample of what the story asks audi- 
‘ ences to believe. Land. 


‘BANJO ON MY KNEE 


(WITH SONGS) 
2th Century-Fox. release of Nunnally 
- Johnson production. Stars Barbara Stan- 
- wyek, Joel MeCrea; features Helen Westley, 
Buddy Ebsen, Walter Brennan, Walter Cat- 





+ Jett. Anthony Martin, Katherine DeMille. 
Directed by John Cromwell, From novel 
by Harry Hamilton; adaptation, Nun- 
nally Johnson; songs, Jimmy MeHugh, 
Harold Adamson; editor, Hanson Fritch; 
camera, Ernest Palmer. At Roxy, N. Y., 

* week Dec. 11, ‘36. Running time, 95 mins. 
DE: sateen bocsssviin dee Barbara Stanwyck 
 WNUON . 65.05 sensed oe bicese Joel MeCrea 
COUR bk ec Cec ecccsdebeces Helen Westley 
WOMB, 0c cde daccwcveeccoecss Buddy Eheen 
Newt Holley... .cocerces: Walter Brennan 
Waifield Beott..ccc cece cee cue Walter Catlett 
Chick Bean......e66....3-Anthony Martin 
Tueota Long....<. Seustée Katherine de Mille 
EO (¢htedo500660.6 00000466005 Victor Kilian 
“Sie gaa dbs cctebtpicnsss Minna Gombell 
Judge Tops...............Spencer Charters 
Choir eseees. The Hall Johnson Choir 
Jules ....2..George Humbert 
«i esegbBiedesiece ovs'c Hilda Vauebn 

OW Hatiie ....cccceeetececcceces Cecil Weston 
4 PE be ahenouceee 660sneeeess ae Louis Mason 
If there was anything left out of 

this picture, it’s only because those 
concerned with the _ production 
couldn't think of it.’ Run: the gamut 

of emotions, never quite settles down 

with any one of them, and takes too 

long a time telling its story. As a 

~.. biz getter, it looks only moderate, 


with the starring combo of Barbara 


Stanwyck and Joel McCrea probably | 


counting more at the wicket. 
Where ‘Banjo’ misses out most is 
in its Jength, 95 minutes. A_ con- 
servative cut of about 20 minutes, 
would result in faster and more co- 


herent action, and greater stress on| bell roles are not her exclusive spe- | 


| its strongest feature, the music. 


wind | 
the | 
moment of arrival when the furies | 


the condemned man} 


As 
paced in its present form, it’s jerky, 
| there’s too long a pause between 
‘laughs and the human interest angles 


(of which there are too many) are 


lost in the shuffle. 

Nunnally Johnson wrote the 
screenplay from the novel by Harry 
| Hamilton. Either Johnson 
catch the mood 
river folk, or else he added too many 


|extra ingredients, for the picture 


doesn’t portray the natural appeal | 


of the subjects. Four excellent 
| songs by Jimmy McHugh and Harold 


| Adamson strive hard to pull the film | 
‘Banjo On| 


out of the rut. They are 
My Knee,’ ‘Sippy,’ ‘Where the Lazy 
River Goes By’ and ‘There's Some- 
thing In the Air.” Thrown in for 
good measure ‘St. Louis Blues,’ 
and it with this song that 
story makes a_ historical blunder. 
Story has W. C. Handy’s classic jazz 
tune about 20 years older than it 
really is, dating it even before Ber- 
lin’s ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band.’ 


Is 


is 


One thing the pictures does un- 
cover is Barbara Stanwyck as a 
singer and dancer. It’s the one- 


time chorine’s first hoof and mouth 
effort in pictures, and her singing, 


deep and throaty, is much better 
than her dancing. Her mike voice is 
good enough, in fact, to have her 


singing in plenty of pictures to @ome. 
Potential star material is also in- 
| cluded in Walter Brennan as a char- 


acter actor, and Anthony Martin as | 


|a romantic tenor. Latter has a nice 
| voice and looks good, even when 
singing. He’s dropped the Tony now 
for the Anthony, or maybe it’s the 
studio’s idea. 

‘Banjo’s’ story is a simple one, 
though every effort was apparently 
made to make it complicated. A 
| river boy (McCrea) marries a town 
| girl (Stanwyck), but before they 
|} can go about fulfilling Walter Bren- 
|nan’s deep-rooted desire for a grand- 
| child, McCrea becomes involved in 
|} a battle with the menace, Victor Kil- 
| lian, and scrams to escape what he 
believes will be a murder rap. Kil- 
lian lives, but it’s six months before 
McCrea returns, only to battle with 
| his wife, who goes to New Orleans 
with a 
Walter Catlett. She doesn’t go 
through with this romance, and gets 
a job as dishwasher in a Creole cafe. 
Catlett is eventually beaten up by 
McCrea and Pappy Brennan, but 
they don’t get together with the lost 
wife until Brennan clicks in the cafe 


| 
| 


| 


duet in the same floorshow and 
McCrea comes back from another 
sea trip to wreck the joint in a jeal- 
ous rage. At the finale, the femme 
menace, Katherine DeMille tries to 
wreck a houseboat containing Mc- 
Crea, Stanwyck and Brennan in a 
river storm, but they land on a sand- 
bar and the lights go out as the 
couple get ready to fulfill pappy’s 
wish. 

Performances in the film are 
mostly good, though some of them 
are wasted. Buddy Ebsen’s topnotch 
eccentric dancing and singing is one 
of them; Hall Johnson Choir, given 
only one number in a levee scene, 
is another. Minna Gombell and 





tle the script gave them, with the 
same going for Victor Killian. Spen- 
cer Charters, with a slightly fatter 
part as tipsy marrying judge, con- 
tributes some strong moments. 
Direction by John Cromwell is not 
wholly up to his usual high stand- 
ard. Permitting Katherine DeMille 
to act much more sophisticated than 
the other river-folk; putting her in 
clothes. that would more likely be 
found: on Broadway than a house- 
boat, are a couple of the things he 
and the production staff let slip by. 
Scho, 








More Than a Secretary 


Columbia release and production. Stars 
Jean Arthur, George Brent: features Lionel 
; Stander. Directed by Alfred E. Green. 
| Mane, Mait Taylor; adaptation, Ethel Hill, 
| Aben Kandel; screenplay, Dale Van Every, 


Lynn Starling; editor, Al Clark: camers, 
| Henry Freulich, At R. (C. Music Hall, 
| N. Y., week Dec. 10, '36, Running time, 
8O mins. 

RATOE MIOAWIE 5 bide dF6ne 8 i 03 0X Jean Arthur 

Ae ey ee George Brent 

eas Ske ccases tabee ches Lionel Stander 

ES a re Ruth Dennelly 

Bill NU s 403 bs cictcee st Reginald Denny 
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PA eee George Hickman 








this one’s assets. The combination 
isn’t enough to completely square a 
story that doesn’t belong on the same 
block with the production accorded 
it, but the names and the lines should 
bring it along for better than fair 
returns. 

Along with the performances by 
Jean Arthur, George Brent, Lionel 
Stander and other established peo- 
ple, there’s a standout by a new girl 
whose possible future may more 
than justify the making of this pic- 
ture regardless of how it fares at 
the box office, from the studio's point 
of view. The player is Dorothea 
Kent, a small platinum blonde with 


'more ability than 
with such a cutie. 
plays a dumb dora who operates 
| both her typewriter and her boy 
friends by the touch system. If dumb- 


ordinarily goes 
In this film she 


didn't | 
of the Mississippi | 


the | 


} Satna one 
ney sting photographer, | plus Ruth Donnelly, play three-cor- | 


as a one-man band, Miss Stanwyck | 
joins up with Martin as a singing 


Helen Westley do okay with the lit | 


Meaty dialog and a good cast are | 


a face and a figure and apparently | 





——— 


. . .* 
Miniature Reviews 

‘Pennies From Heaven’ (Col.). 
Bing Crosby in a thin story 
with little comedy that will 
need lots of support. 

‘Banjo on My Knee’ (20th). 
River-folk story starring Bar- 
bara Stanwyck and Joel Mc- 
Crea. Too complicated for bet- 
ter than moderate reception. 

‘More Than a Secretary’ (Col). 
Comedy with fair b.o. possi- 
bilities. Stars Jean Arthur, 
George Brent. 





the current Simpson affair. Clive 
Brook, as King Regis, starts off the 
film by abdicating (with a mention 
that the woman was to blame, or 
rather his love for her, but no ex- 
planation of how or why) and goes 
to Cannes, France. The woman, 
Xandra ‘Helen Vinson), goes to Hol- 
land and into hiding, while a dic- 
tator takes over the government as 
the tool of a couple of businessmen. 
Ex-king lives a life of luxury, play- 
ing at various sports, drinking, etc., 
and pawning all his possessions one 
by one, while the girl, who, it seems, 
has money, secretly helps out by 
slipping some coin to his valet. Then 
there’s a plot, financed by the same 
business men who overthrew the 
government, to finance the King’s 





‘Flying Hostess’ (U). Winged 


Oats opera, par for the dualers. 

‘Make Way For a Lady’ 
(RKO). Good cast in light- 
weight comedy. 

‘Plot Thickens’ (RKO). An- 
other in the Stuart Palmer 
whodunit series, okay for the 
fans. Jimmy Gleason paired 
with ZaSu Pitts. 

‘Abyssinia’ ‘Amkino). Rus- 


sion made film 
cism. 

*Mister Cinderella’ (M-G). Hal 
Roach tries again in feature 


field; okay for dualers only. 


slamming Fas- 











ture girl. Her lines—such as ‘My 
mother always told me to take care 
of my body: she said that’s all I’ve 
got’—are no help, but she gives them 
full value in the reading. 

Miss Arthur has a routine worm- 
turns steno assignment, starting out 


plenty of s. a. and the boss besides. 
She almost loses the boss to the 


the very stale plot, but the health 
magazine editorial office setting and 


| the lyrics manage to keep things 
| fairly bright. 
| Lionel Stander and Miss Kent, 


nered catch with the laughs, placing 
Miss Arthur and Brent in second 
position much of the time. The lat- 
ter are burdened with carrying the 
simple story.. Reginald Denny and 
Charles Halton contribute a couple 
of well done lesser acting jobs. 
Alfred Green directed very neatly. 
Bige. 


LOVE IN EXILE 


(BRITISH MADE) 


Gaumont-Britieh 
production. Stars Clive Brook, 





release of Capitol Film 
Helen Vin- 
Directed by 


son; features Mary . Carlisle. 
Alfred Werker. Based on novel by Gene 
Markey, ‘His Majesty’s Pyjamas’; adapta- 
| tion, Ernest Betts, Roger. Burford; dialog, 
| Herman Manvciowitz; camera, Otto Kan- 
| turek, At Criterion, N. Y., on double bill 
| week, Dec. 9, '36. - Running. time, 63 mins. 
rere. ee TT Clive Brook | 
| Xandra St. Aurlon.....e....- Helen Vinson 
| Emily Stewart ....+e-- e++e--Mary Carlisle 
| Paul nsséeessbevscoravedves “mnbald, Byuire 
John Weston o.cccccccccecs: Cecil Ramage | 
1 Doc, Tate ..cccocccccccsccecsese Will Fyffe 
Tanya .. ccecccccccccsoee Tamara Desni 
| Baron Zarroy eecess Seeecess Edmund Breon 
| DICCACOE cccvccctocccccsccece Henry Oscar 





Since accidents will happen, and 
picture business is what it is, Gau- 
| mont-British finds itself in a highly 
unusual position with this picture. 
Quality doesn’t count; more impor- 
tant 
this story is one King Regis VI, and 
the opening scene has him abdi- 
cating his throne because of his love 
for a foreign woman. The press 
book features the line. 


The fact that this film was pro- 
| duced before any part of the world 
had any inkling of the royal ro- 
mance which reached its climax 





/tural break as any film company 
could possibly ask for. And the fact 
that the Criterion, on Broadway, was 
almost empty on the night the film 
was caught, also should mean noth- 
ing more than that the film was not 
properly sold. Unless, of course, Gau- 
mont-British is pulling its punches 
with some notion of loyalty to its 
country. 

* At the Criterion, just to make this 
| less subtle, is,a co-feature titled ‘The 
| Prince of Wales.’ It is a reissue of 
|a film documentary in full feature 
length made by G-B several years 
ago and detailing most of Edward’s 
| life just prior to his ascension to the 
| throne. It is not touched or cut in 
| any way here and still refers to him 
as the Prince of Wales. It was pro- 
| duced with the then Prince's per- 
| mission, with all proceeds to go to 
| charity and, undoubtedly it is im- 
possible to make any alterations in 
it under the circumstances, but it 
does seem as though a title or printed 
| foreword .could be introduced to 
make it more timely. 

Again, of course, the thought ap- 
plies that perhaps G-B prefers to 
sell the two films as a double fea- 
ture program (they're of excellent 
length, each just about an hour long) 
and let the connotations suggest 
themselves—as they inevitably must. 

As to the qualities of ‘Love in 
Exile,’ on its own as a film it wouldn't 
stand much- chance normally. It’s 
pretty poor. It was taken from a 
novel by Gene Markey and much 
rewritten. It contains some Ameri- 
can names and has some American 
dialog. But it is dull and a bit 
stupid. Also it shows the signs of 
much cutting. 

Story itself has no real parallel in 





cialty, Miss Kent is a promising pic- | 


in the usual’ manner with tortoise 
shell glasses and plain outfits, and | 
winding up, also as usual, with | 


dumbbell, and that’s the essence of | 


is that the main character of | 


last week, makes this as near a na- | 


return. Xandra gets in touch with 
Regis again and helps inaugurate 
| the plot. There’s a double-cross at 
the last minute, but Regis and 
Xandra cross the crossers. He asks 
| her to marry him and goes out on 
the balcony to face the cheering 
populace with her at his side, 
Some rather feeble gags are 
thrown into. the dialog and misread 
| by the actors. Brook-:and Miss Vin- 
/ son are both good, but neither seems 
to believe very much in the assign- | 
ment, handling their roles casually. 
Mary Carlisle overdoes a bit as an 
American girl with a crush on the! 
King. Ronald Squire is excellent as | 
the valet. Rest of the cast mediocre. 
Photography is good, but the sound 
is way off, especially as regards sev- 
eral of the male characters, who 
can hardly be heard or understood. 
| Will Fyffe and Cecil Ramage may 
| be good actors but there’s no chance 
of judging them here because they 
| bump into this difficulty. Maybe the 
sound. man was mad at them. 
Kauf. 





FLYING HOSTESS 


Universal release of Charles R, Rogers | 
production Features William Gargan, | 
Judith Barrett, William Hall Directed by 


Hal Cunningham... 
Helen Brooks 


| Murray Roth, S« reenplay, Brown Holmes, 

Harvey Gates, Harry Clork, from story by 
George Sayre; camera, James van Trees; 

| music, Charles Previn At Globe, N,. Y., 

week Dec. 12, °36. Running time, 66 mins. 

| 

' 


--.++»William Gargan 
TEVEETELI TTT Judith Barrett 


Sey, Derm; £643 bace bcs eee William Hall 
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| Joe Williams........ sees. sr Andy Devine 


ee eecccesercosed Addison 





Earl Spencer Randall 
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‘Flying Hostess’ is essentially an | 
oats opera, -with- polished hoofs, | 
combed mane, and a pair of wings. 
Sole new angle to the yarn is that 
it gets the woman’s slant more firmly 
into the vast footage lately devoted | 
to aviation. While the pic is no ex- | 
plosion in the producer's face, it does 
rely entirely on stock situations to | 
produce its effect. Some of it is| 
wobbly, but the climax—while also 
witnessed heretofore—is still ram- | 
bunctious enough to hold ’em. Ex- | 
| ploitation tie-ins are not lacking, and | 
the item on the whole shapes up as | 
Standard dual fare. 

William Gargan ought to feel at 
home in an airport after getting 
through with ‘Flying Hostess.’ It’s | 
the second time he’s done a role like 
this within the past couple of months 
and, inside the limits of the yarn, 
| he’s got the part as glib as glycerin. 
He is depicted here as training po- 
tential air hostesses and futilely fall- 
ing in love with Judith Barrett. Lat- 
ter gets the heroic chores, jumping 
5,000 feet in a parachute once, and 
later landing a transport plane after | 
the pilot has been conked by a 
robber. Unlike the oats opera hero- 
ines, however, Miss Barrett puts 
some elbow grease into her role, 
lending the impression that she is 
worth a chance at something less | 





stereotyped. 
William- Hall is the hero, and 
emerges victor, by a fair margin, 


after a tussle with the assignment. 
Andy Devine was patently inserted 
for no other reason than to uncork 
some  rough-and-tumble comedy, 
while Ella Logan is the female bal- 
ance in the nuthouse stuff. Miss Lo- 
an also essays one song, ‘Bang, the 
ll Rang.’ written by Irving Act- 
man and Frank Loesser. Addison 
Randall is the crook whom Astrid 
Allwyn marries, thereby giving up | 
a chance to be a hostess. This choice | 
is depicted as well-nigh sacrilegious 
although the gal doesn’t know at the 
time that her mate is a robber. 
TWA line gets a swell bit of plug- 
ging, with its name plastered over 
virtually every plane. Edga. 


Make Way for a Lady 








RKO-Radio release of Zion Myers pro 
| duction, Stars Herbert Marshall, Ann 
Shirley; features Gertrude Michael, Margot 
Grahame, Directed by David Burton, From 
the novel, ‘Daddy and I,’ by Elizabeth 
Jordan; adaptation, Gertrude Purcell; 
camera, David Abel At Palace, N. Y.,, 
week Dec. 11, ‘St, on double bill. Run- 
ning time, 6% mins. 

Christopher Drew........ Herbert Marshall 
SOUND: EMO. os cuversveseretisee Anne Shirley 
Bede, MNIOE. cc tscescees i Gertrude Michael 
Valerie. 2... cecccccccceee- Margot Grahame 
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Mildred Jackson........ ...Mary Jo Ellis 
ee: DOL. bvarvacheckes Maxine Jennings 
SOUND  RONTH 6 60k dick cecaca .tavior Holmes 
ne he POET ETT Te Pe rerre Helen Parrish 
ROWMIOS . fess csdeccscncccscces 7s We 
Ot. SOCUMOM. 648060000068 6 5% Maidel Turner 
et Sr eee Murray Kinnell 
| Mrs. Hopkins. ....ceceeess..-Girace Goodall 
SLAs 00.0% 0 eWT oe do dentas sen Johnny Butler 
| Gregory .. Alan Edwards 


Probably Elizabeth Jordan’s novel 
looked well on paper, but the cellu- 
loid is something else again. On 





| knowns 


| vaguely, 


| conciseness, 


lof his better laugh vehicles. 
| zical, off-hand method of presenting 


| oner 


| directorial assignment. 


—<= 


Shorts 


‘BEWARE OF BLONDES’ 

With Marlyn Stuart, Ackland Powell 
Comedy 

15 Mins. 

Globe, N. Y¥. 


20th-Educational 
There's thin air on each side of a 
couple of specialty acts in this one, 
It doesn't start anywhere, nor siop 
anywhere. But somehow things are 
steered around to a lot of hoofing, 


singing and_ acrobatic terpsing 
which makes the actual backbone 
of the works. Why Marlyn Stuart 


and Ackland Powell are in the cel- 


luloid is a mystery, unless a kiss 
between a couple of juves can be 
construed as a climax. 

Old campus hoke is evoked for a 


starter, which leads into production 
of a college play. Here some un- 
do tap routines, warbling 
and one nifty acrobatic dance (which 
could, however, have stood little 
more brushing up in the fake spois), 
Comedy dull. And the Stuart- 
Powell combo threads through 
and none too well. Run- 
ning time seems longer than it ac- 
tually because there’s so little 
Edga, 


is 


is 


| ‘HOW TO BECOME A DETECTIVE’ 


With Robert Benchley 
Comedy 
10 Mins. 
Capitel, N. Y. 
Metro 

Robert Benchley’s sly satire on 
sleuthing methods and the pre-requi- 
sites of a first-class Sherlock is one 


Quiz- 


topic makes it jell. 

Benchley is pictured as resting in 
his laboratory and then taking his 
audience into a study of criminal 
types. Physical action carries him 
into a man’s home to thwart -a 
threatening note writer, his thirc- 
degree methods and finally the pro- 
cedure to be used in taking a pris- 
up to serve a sentence. All 
three episodes are climaxed by the 
scientific detective being bested by 


the crooks or by falling for their 
line. a 
Felix E. Feist has done a skillful 


Weur, 


‘PARKED IN PAREEFE’ 
With Tom Patricola and Buster West 
Comedy 
19 Mins. 
Globe, N. Y. 
20th-Educational 

Buster West and Tom Patricola are 
developing as first-rate comics. They 
do their usual dance capers and ec- 
centricities in this nicely geared fun 
vehicle, and in addition really cash 
in with some clever clowning. What 
plot this short possesses is the vint- 
aged situation anent gendarmes 
chasing the American visitors who 
flirt with their sweethearts. 

Action is built up so as to intro- 
duce Daisy, the wonder horse, which 
is good for some of the most infec- 
tious laughter in the production. 
Both West and Patricola are given 
full sway when they go into their 
terp gyrations. The director hit on 
the idea of having a femme looker 
sing love ballads to West while he 
devours turkey legs. Al Christie, 
who produced, has given the picture 
plenty of production value. Wear. 


‘MIXED MAGIC’ 
With Buster Keaton 
15 Mins. 
Globe, N. Y. 
20th-Educational 

Relies chiefly on unmerciful may- 
hem which sometimes registers eut 
of its sheer persistence, and some- 
times hits snags. As assistant to a 
magician. Keaton does everything 
wrong, thereby nearly killing the 
employer and the snappy blonde. 

Ray Kane directed with enough 
conciseness to keep the cards from 
collapsing, and the footage unwinds 
briskly enough as to situations. 

Edga. 





film it lacks suspense, surprise and 
to some extent plausibility. The 
scripting job has not helped much 
and the picture will need good sup- 
port even onthe dual bills. 

It's the story of a motherless girl 
who overhears a gossip say that she 
is keeping her father from remear- 
riage. She dedicates her life to find- 
ing him a mate, but picks out the 
wrong woman. All the story has to 
offer is her succession of impulsive 
and ill-timed actions, and these de- 
velopments are too obvious to en- 
gage interest. There is no question 
as to the outcome, so interest is not 
strong intrigued and the main char- 
acter is perforce required to over- 
stress in an effort to lend color, with 
the result she becomes merely a sort 
of femme Harold Teen. 

An effort has been made to jazz it 
up with a school play, and various 
bits of intended smartness which 
mostly sag, and which tend to make 
Miss Shirley's assignment more of a 
bore than ever. She works hard, 
but results are not to be had from 
the material. Herbert Marshall. as 
her father, mostly stooges for her 
without adding much to the general 
result. Gertrude Michael, as the 
woman he really loves, is wholesome 
and natural, and, with Margot Gre- 
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hame, as the wrong woman, shares 
whatever credit accrues to the play- 
ers, deriving some of it trom their 
contrast to the wholly artificial hero- 
ine. Mary Jo Ellis, as the girl's 
chum, gets a small chance and takes 
every opening. The others are un- 
important, most of the action being 
thrown to Miss Shirley. Seg 
Dialog is pitched to the artificial 


probably the best that could be done. 
Production is lavish and the camera 
work above average, but it all doesn’t 
add up. Chic, 


MUMMY’S BOYS 





RKO release of Lee Marcus production, 
Stars. Bert Wheeler and Robert Woolsey. 
Directed by Fred Guiol. Associate pro- 
ducer, Lee Marcus; screen play, Jack 
rownley, Philip G, Epstein and Charles 
Roberts from story by Townley and Lew 
Lipton. Music, Roy Webb; camera, Jack 
MacKenzie and Vernon Walker; editor, 
John Lockert. At Strand, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
dual bill, week Dec, 10, '36 Running time, 
68 mins. 

Stanley ..cceeeeceeeesveees Pert Wheeler 
Whittaker «cceccoccesecers Robert Woolsey 
Mary ceaneteeoenqoeceeee arhara Pepper } 
“poc’’ Sterling: .ccecseses: ...Moroni Olsen } 
Browning -....-+seccsecss: Frank M. Thomas | 
Catfish ...scce ls 6.0000 06:4 .Willie Best | 
Bl Bey ....sscccccvcecees Francis McDonald 
Second Oriental. ...-..6e+- Frank lackteen | 
Futter cs cceerceeevenceees Charles Coleman | 
Malte cass ctesseceecceses mastchell Lewis} 
Mr. Bdwards....cccccccess Frederic Burton | 
i 

Wherever the Wheeler-Woolsey | 
moniker still means something their | 
latest attempt will get by. New 
York premiere at the Brooklyn 
Strand is some weeks behind the 


national releases. 

Antediluvian gags are given in an 
Egyptian locale. Net result of the 
dialog is about four snickers. 

As a pair of ditch diggers W. and 
W. get themselves entangled with an 
expedition to return ancient treas- 
ures which appear to have brought 
with them a curse. Ostensibly the 
workings of the Supernatural, the 
deaths of nine of the original exca- 
vators and recurrent mishaps are 
really the machinations of a fellow- 
scientist seeking sole ownership of 
still undiscovered treasures. All 
transpires while en route to the 
sandy country where actual work of 
restoring the tombs to former opu- | 
lence uncovers the dirty work of 
Moroni Olsen, the mad archeologist. | 
Latter disappears to feign a kidnap | 
so he can fulfill his nefarious mis- | 
sion. All turns out well with the | 
arrival of the Sudanese constabu- | 
lary to save those who have be- | 
come entombed. 

Death of Olsen’s associates is at- 
tributed to content of a needle he} 
totes, which gives appearance of a/| 
natural death. Slinking Orientals 
who soon turn out to be the local | 
law and a phoney sea accident are | 
some of the believe-it-or-nots to be 
encountered. Acting throughout 
never exceeds the quality of the 
picture. 

Poorly acted, raggedly written and 
indifferent treatment all around, film 
as entertainment misses. 


NO ESCAPE 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Nov. 28. 


Hurl, | 





Pathe Welwyn production, Features 
Valerie Hobson, Billy Milton, Leslie Per- | 
rins, Robert Cochran, Henry Oscar. | 
Directed by Norman Lee. From play ‘No | 
Exit’ by George Coodchild, Frank Witty; | 
camera, Bryan Langley. At Piccadilly, | 
London, Nov, 27, ’36, Running time 85) 
mins. 
eS a ee Valerie Hobson | 
Anthony Wild.....cce0e.--. Leslie Perrins | 
Reeston sare ore secveocceesese Robert Cochran | 
Rilly West..... $660445.3266 06% Billy Milton 
Cy ril Anstey...... evceveces...- Henry Oscar 
Scoop BOREEEM. i ccodcae «eee Ronald Simpson | 
BUnty.....c.sscececseeceee Margaret Yarde | 
Commissioner of Police. ....eecd J. Neil More 
County COMOROS. . .icccceeesen Hal Gordon | 
| Pee Hilda Campbell Russell 
COMGOP. oss cicce OOOH ENED KREG CO Kenneth Law 





Adapted from a stage thriller. this 
pic opens languidly, but develops in- 
terest. A crime novelist wagers a 
young friend he can conceal him for | 
& certain length of time, and even if 
his disappearance is noticed, claims 
he can hoodwink Scotland Yard by 
covering his tracks. 

Victim agrees, gets packed into a} 
trunk and is whisked down by car to 
the scribe’s country cotlage. At 
first the boy’s parents think he is on| 
a binge, but when he fails to ma-_| 
terialize, they notify the police. who | 
put a modern sleuth on the job. 

Hick newshound sees the car being 
unloaded at the rural retreat, mis-| 
takes the drippings from a broken | 
bottle of port for blood, and the | 
hunt is on, Boy hides in a loft, when | 
necessary, but one night gets a bun 
On and, while his jailor is out shoot- 
hit rabbits, gets a gun and follows 
lim. Novelist sees a rabbit, takes 
ar oe and rushes forward to 

Ss i . 
dying. riend crumpled up and 

Situation then to be faced is that 
an one will believe the accident. and 
a L the carefully planned spiriting- 
away will only go against the un- | 
witting murderer. 
PA Pi whisper by the boy leads | 
bow conviction of the unbalanced 
i _ of a girl loved by the 
a ist. He was jealous of his wife 
a seeroey. went to the cottage and 
oie Seizing the boy’s gun and| 
winds him. He dashes through the | 
bs rete, after _ confessing, and | 
em ta a cliff while making a | 
Seti ina a r F 
bee te wake car, So the two are 

cting is generally on a good level, 
= the production and minor details | 
eave little to be desired. Good pro- 
sam picture for aimost Saredinomd 


| ing man and Desmond Tester. 


| harassed 


| escapades. 


SABOTAGE 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Dec, 3. 


Gaumont-British production and release, 
Stars Sylvia Sydney, Oscar Hiomolka, 
Directed by Alfred Hitchcock, Screen play, 
Charles Bennett; from Joseph Conrad's 
novel, “The Secret Agent’; dialog, Ian Hay 
Helen Sinrpson, EB. V. HH. a, 


J Emmett; camera, 
Bernard Knowles. 


At Tivoli, London, Dec, 


2, '36. Running time, 76 mins. 

ORME «6c h6 0006508 64-4645 Sylvia Sydney 

Bee FOMOUOTIGS occciccces .++-Osear Homolka 

Her Brother...... eeeeeese- Desmond Tester | 
NN ndhed o0eeees eovccoecess-+-00hNn Loder 

tenee ee cecccee «+...Jdo0vee RBRarbour 

Superintendent ......e...Matthew Boulton | 
Hollingshead ............8. J. Warmington 

SPINE Saat sae o'c60 -+.William Dewhurst 





Competent and experienced hand 
of the director is apparent through- 
out this production, which is a smart 
one and executed in a business-like 


manner from start to finish. 
Two stars leave little to be desired 


by way of acting and, keeping pace | 


with them, are John Loder as lead- 
Oscar 


Homolka’s the 


performance of 
victim of the sabotage 
organization into whose clutches he 
has fallen, is a_ brilliant 
character acting. Sylvia 
seems to have been 
by plot deficiency. 

Well put-together for 


Sydney 
circumscribed 


screening: 


| photography and lighting effects of 


a high order, and every mechanical 
and technical accessory utilized. But 


the story, somehow, seems  out- 
moded. Upon reflection, it can 
readily realized that Conrad was 
never a dramatist, and his novels 


were dependent altogether upon his | 


genius for descriptive writing. Film 
play is, therefore, more or less ob- 
scure in plot. 

It revolves around a secret organ- 
ization which hires people to plant 
bombs in crowded sections of Lon- 


don, but the reason for their desire | 


to systematically blow up 
persons is not made 
result, the audience watches 
piece and its suspensive 
with interest, and when it is over, is 
still hazy as to the why and where- 
fore. 
Again, 


innocent 
clear. As 


how many 

know the meaning of 
sabotage? Evidently the 
realized this, because they start off 
the film with a page from a 
dictionary reproducing the word and 
its definition. , 


picturegoers 
the 


Film thus just misses being great. | 


Jolo, 

a (FRENCH MADE) 

*%Oih-Fox release of Fred Bacos_ pro- 
duction Features Natalie Paley, Pierre 
Richard-Willm Directed by Jean de Mar- 
guenot. From play by Charles Mere; 
adaptation, by Paul Schiller. At Cinema 
| de Paris, N. Y¥., week Dec, 11, °'36. tun- | 


ning time, 90 mins. 


Prince Jean d'Axel...Pierre Richard-Willm 


| Claire d’Arlong. ~eceeee++ Natalie Paley 
| Madame de Givrelles....e....e- Nina Myral 
Liéetard ....... eeccccccsss Arnaudy 
Comte de Wavre...ccccceecess .Roger Karl 
Baron d'Arnheim...........Aime Clariond 
| Prince Leopold d’Axel....... Jean Debucourt 


(In French, with English Titles) 

Royal intrigue with modern trim- 
mings about the prince who dis- 
appeared five years ago in the 
Foreign Legion, is then discharged 
only to return and find his throne 
usurped by villainous relatives. 
Enemies keep him from his lady 
love, and resort to holding the sword 
over his head with some of his past 
But the prince sticks it 
out and has some fun. French-made 
melodrama, not very thrilling in the 
telling and manages to impress only 
spasmodically. Runs 90 minutes; too 
long. It has English sub-titles. 

Princess Natalie Paley is the sole 
familiar name in the foreign cast, 
and she’s not exactly famous. She 


plays her role with aristocratic bear- | 
ing but is colorless as an actress. She 


never smiles. 
On production, 
above the average. 


the 


are tasteful. never appearing fancy 
in any Parisian manner. Same for 
the costuming of the women players. 


Pierre Richard-Willm the title role | 


overacts, but films well. Rest of the 
cast is uniform on performance. 


Bral. 
RKO release of William Sistrom pro 
duction Features James Gleason, ZaSu 
Pitts, Owen Davis, Jr., Louise Latimer 
Directed by Ben Holmes. Story, Stuart 
Palmer; adaptation, Clarence Upson Young 
and Jack ‘Townley; film editor John 
Lockert camera Nick Masuraca At 
Rialto, N. Y¥., week Dee, 8, °56. Running 
time, 69 mins, 
Osear Piper » ae hee lames Gleaso 
Hildewarde Withers..e..e-. ZaSu Pitts 
Robert Wilkins...........Qwen Davis, Jr. 
Alice SLOVeENS..ccccccecse ..Louise Latimer 
| Kendall .....scccecccees arthur Aviesworth | 
Joe Tren tire eeee Paul Fix 
John Carter. cocecsssccecss Richard Tucker 


‘The Plot Thickens’ is the fifth in| 


the Stuart Palmer murder 
cycle dealing with the detection 
exploits of Oscar Piper and Hilde- 
garde Withers. James Gleason con- 
tinues to do the sleuthing Piper 
while opposite him this time is a 
new Hildegarde in the person of 
ZaSu Pitts. The Gleason-Pitts com- 
bination is a good one for stories of 
this trim, Miss Pitts’ dumb-as-a-fox 
approach as a lady dick matching 
well with the slightly comical flavor 
Gleason applies to Piper, as chief 
inspector. 


mystery 


piece of | 


the | 
moments | 


word | 
producers | 


picture is | 
Camera work is | 
intelligently handled, the wandering | 
method of trailing characters is used | 
and average shots are clear cut. Sets | 


stories, ‘Plot Thickens’ is, however. 


satisfy the fans it will attract. Aver- 
age grosses should be scored. 
Gleason is hardly an 





then. More than anything else, it’s 
| Gleason’s presence in the picture, 
| aided by a yood foil in Miss Pitts, 
| which makes the picture a satisfier. 
The story itself. however 
| adapted by Clarence. Upson 
|and Jack Townley, still follows the 
| lines of least resistance, quickly get- 
| ting a murderer executed and then 
pointing the finger of suspicion in 
divers directions. It isn’t the kind of 
| a murder mystery that should have 
the ordinary cov too nonplussed. A 
too cocksure attitude on the part of 
Gleason helps make it diverting. 
At first a rare gem, stolen 12 years 
ago in London, becomes the object 
of interest. This is suddenly dropped 
with the action turning to a Cellini 
creation, which replaced by a 
phoney, is stolen from a 


almost under the eyes of both 


| Gleason and his teammate, Miss Pitts. | 


| This job results in arrests that lead 
| to a final solution. 


| Owen Davis, Jr. and _ Louise 
| Latimer are paired for supporting | 
| love interest, a bit of romance 


figuring between Gleason and Miss 
| Pitts. Neither young Davis nor Miss 
| Latimer have much to work on and 
| thus show little. 
| okay as a jealous butler and Paul 
Fix suitable as a criminally-inclined 
| chauffeur. Richard Tucker becomes 
| the corpus delicti. Char. 


Boss Rider of Gun Creek 


Universal release of Buck Jones produc- 


| tion. Stars Buck Jones. Directed by Les 
| Selander. Story by E. B. Mann; screen 
|} play, Frances Guihan; photography, Allen 
| Thompson and Herbert Kirkpatrick. At 
| Arena, N. Y., Dec. 14-15, °36, dual. Run- 
ning time, > mins, 
| Lary Day : 
Gary Elliott § ....ccccvcccccese:s ..Buck Jenes 
| Pie GOOG sy cv ie de0s 6900 Figs Harvey Clark 
Starr Landerson.............-Muriel Evans 
eB eer eee Tom Chatterton 
Lafe Turner. ...ccccceccwoeses Josef Swickard 
Sheriff Maraden. .ccccccccccisive Lee Phelps 
MA RanGall. ...ccccccisorvess Ernest Hilliard 
Sh WUNSss 6.0 6setbnd tees Mahlon Hamilton 
De, MaOrtBrep. .cciccses ... Alphonse Ethier 


ing in. 
nabe houses. 


ing sequences. 
| Mixed identity 





trails 


requiring Jones to 


the picture. 
ning the dead man’s boots. 


the closing round-up of sagebrush 
knaves. Girl (Muriel Evans) on the 
ranch, however, has been aware of 
the impersonation all the time. Du- 
bious if the juveniles will respond 
very much. Mahlon Hamilton in a 
minor assignment. Bral. 





(‘The Beggar Student’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 
Berlin, Dec. 5. 








UEFA production and release, Features 
Marika Roekk, Ida Wuest, Carola Hoehn, 
Jehannes Heesters, Fritz Kampers Bert- 
hold Ebbecke Directed by Georg Jacoby 

| From Carl Milloecker’s operetta of same | 
name: adapted by Walter Wasserman, ©. 

H. Dilber: music arranged by Alois Meli- 
lehar; dances, Sabine Hess At UF A-am- 

Zoo, Rerlin, weeks Nov, 20, 27, '56. Run- 

ning time, 75 mins, 

Colonel Ollendorf....ceeees Fritz Kampers 
| Captain ebb 6 bweeedeeeezs Harry Hardt 
| Faehnrich +" .....H. J, Schaufuss 
I Palmatica Countess Nowalska..Ida Wuest 
} Laura sveabeeeeen eesnetus Carola Hoebn | 
Bronisiawa ..cccccecces Marika Roekk | 
|} Jan Jamicky ....cseeee BRernhold Ebbecke | 

Simon Rymanowicz....Johannes Heestere 

Enterich ..cccscccvcscecss ..Ernst Behmer 

Hairdresser cssceccecceses Wilthetm Bendow 

KimsKY ccscccescescccocces Gerhardt Pienert 
| StOfaM .ceccccccsesceosscvess .Karl Platen 

COPPOTAL gecceeeeevessesees Paul Schwech 
| Pedell eiccereceeecseserss Reinhold sernt 

(In German) 
Carl Milloecker’s vet operetta 


polished up through efficient direc- 

tion and snappy rhythm. Has 

enough substance to go places. 
Producer achieves a very colorful 


| musical that combines a fine cast 
with effective settings and good 
singing. Comedy element is not so 


forte, however. 
Fritz Kampers makes a sturdy and 
convincing Colonel Ollendorf. Carola 


|Hoehn looks charming as_ Laura, 
and her sister Bronislava is bril- 


liantly portrayed by vivacious Ma-| 


|rika Roekk, former vaude terper, 
| who stands out. Ida Wuest, as their 
| mother, is a most amusing Polish 


aristocrat. 

Warbling goes to Johannes Hees- 
| ters as Simon Rymanowicz, a good- 
|looking boy and his mate Jan 
| Janicky, played by Bernhold Eb- 
| becke. as well as to pretty Carola 
Hoehn. 
Ernst Behmer, 
| pleasing. 
| Ballet scenes are outstanding, as 


who succeeds in 


Going to no great pains to escape | is photography and sound, 


the routine in either the framework | 
or the telling of murder mystery | 


sufficiently interesting in its line to | 


inspector | 
type but he wears a derby and tries | 
| hard to be the discerning detective | 
who can get a bit tough now and | 


well | 
Young | 


museum | 


Arthur Aylesworth 


Fair to middling western yarn with | 
a mystery-on-the range angle creep- 
Buck Jones for marquee 
lights, which means something in the 
Action ace has to ap- 
pear in a dual role during the open- 


the court- 
room’s verdict of guilty for murder,| A 


impersonate his | tently made. Nice photography and 
double to clear his own name. Spec- | 4 few catchy tunes help further. — 
tacular feats are confined to the cor-| Good acting by Joseph Eichheim 


ral when the star turns broncho-| 
buster. Fodder for the western ad- 
dicts. 


The masquerade comes early in 
; nt Real murderer is done | Beppo Brem and Gina Falckenberg 

ay with neatly with Jones don- 
meee f 4 Yippee | as a comedy type is Carla Rust as 
stanzas aren’t very exciting during 


DER BETTELSTUDENT 


Comedy is in the hands of | 





Der Lachende Dritte 


(‘The Chuckling Third’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 


Berlin, Dec. 4. 





Bavaria release of ABC preduction. From 
stage play of same name by Hans Na- 
derer, adapted by Georg Zoch. Music, 
Eduard Kuennecke. Directed by Georg 

| Zoch, Production chief, Hans Lehmann. 
| Features Lucie Englisch, Gina Faleken- 
berg, Oskar Sima, Sepp Rist, Joceeph 
| Fichheim. At UU. TT. Kurfuerstendamm, 
| Berlin, week Noy, 26, ’36. Running time, 
| #5 mins. 
Be rere Coeeccceceseecs Lucie Englisch 
| Me 5 i6s. vee eecsoccecce Joseph HRichheim 
on, < an etawe Coccceseces Sept Rist 
Raeeemwirt <csccocteos ae Free ...Oskar Sima 
Martin ..ccccnececcecseces Harald Paulsen 
Sali , - -bcelbnesee (‘arla Rust 
Director Schoendorf ..... (‘arl Beckersachs 
MEN *+i-a0 wisn bn ome eabniie (iina Falekenberg 
POEOKS sa veecdéneteeeee Hert Weissbach | 
Polterer ee TeETTTiT. .- Beppo Brem 
Rurgstaller eee ee Justus Parie 
Professor Lemm Arnulf schroeder 





(In German) 
Typical Bavarian peasant comedy 
of steady tempo. Completely un- 


known producer succeeds in rallying | 


some excellent types here. 


deals broadly with a pit of liquid 
manure belonging to slick Naz, an 
old Bavarian peasant who is well 


| aware what importance is attached| charged with 


For there is a 
swell tourist boarding house close by, 


| to the smelling sink, 


| and when the wind turns south the | against 
| awful perfume plenty annoys the big | when 


towners. 
| wirt, 


No wonder that 
owner of the hotel, wants to 
oust Naz and get hold of his prop- 
|} erty. But Naz is no mug and he holds 
| two irons in the fire, because others, 
| besides Luxenwirt, badly want his 
| property. He goes on wanting more 
|coin from both parties the more the 
| wind turns south. 

Suffering from gout, he sends to 
| town for a big bottle of sulphur to 


| take 


| to become a doctor, visits his father, 
he tells him tha+ he will arrange the 
deal with Naz to a satisfactory re- 
sult. Arriving at Naz’ house and 
making love to pretty Lies, who, 
however, is engaged to Sepp, he finds 
Naz taking one of his sulphur baths. 
The smart guy he is, he immediately 
guesses that his sulphur stuff is taken 
out of the manure pit, so he goes and 
|}tells his father what enormous 
wealth awaits those who will exploit 
this sulphur spring. 
It wouldn’t be a regular Bajuva- 
| rian comedy were there no face- 
slapping dances additional to yodlers 
| and hard fighting all around, but all 
Jor is done in raucous comedy. Love 
| 





| 
| 
| 


story between Lies and Sepp leads 
to helter-skelter entanglements and 
|comes out right in the end. After 
jall, there is really sulphur in that 
| smelling pit. 

very pleasing flicker compe- 


as Naz, the best Bavarian peasant 
| type seen here in years. Lucie Eng- 
| ech and Sept Rist are as good as 
'ever. Oskar Sima, Harald Paulsen, 
all okay in their parts. Outstanding 


| Sali. 


_ MISTER CINDERELLA 





Story is not exactly appetizing. It} 


| 


! 


baths, and when the son of | 
| Luxenwirt, a smart alec, who studies | 


; =< — 


snappy repartee and natural plot 
situations. 

Seems unfortunate that Betty Fur- 
ness who, on previous occasions has 
shown superb possibilities, should be 
wasted on such as ‘Mr. Cinderella.’ 
Haley, too, deserves a better fate. 
Treacher, who has been coming 
along nicely, manages to survive 
most of the slapstick abuse and clicks 
whenever given half a break. Ray- 
mond Walburn, Robert McWade, 
Edward Brophy and Monroe Owsley 
contribute neatly polished perform- 
ances in support of the main trio. 

Such capable folks as Toby Wing, 
Morgan Wallace, John Hyams and 
Leila McIntyre are buried in minor 
bits. Wear. 


ABYSSINIA 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 
Amkino release of sSoyuzfilmnew 
At Cameo, N. Y., De Ss rth hun- 
time, 63 


tien 


ning mins 


(In Russian, with English Titles) 
Russia behind-the-screen spokes- 
man describes Abyssinia as a coun- 
try of vast mineral wealth, having 
reservoirs of untapped oil and tre- 
mendous veins of gold. Italy is 
starting the war in 
order to gain control of this mineral 
store. Worst of the _ indictment 
Italy and Fascism comes 
the camera _ shows Italian 


Luxen-| planes bombing Red Cross hospitals 
|and defenseless 


non-combatants. 

Sympathy for the Abyssinians is 
sought by showing natives how Eu- 
ropeans gyp the poor Ethiopians, in 
trade. The backward state of the 
country, however, also is shown in 
the methods which the natives em- 
ploy in tilling their fields and the 
primitive means of manufacture used 
for soap or weaving. 

The film also shows something of 
how the Negus’ subjects lived in the 
cities and towns. One particularly 
curdling scene is that of a plane 
bombing a straw-thatched town, with 
the victims of the onslaughts shown 
after the bombardment. The wound- 
ed offer a gory sight. 

It is a silent offering with an off- 
screen narration in Russian and addi- 
tional titles in English on the screen. 
A slow film, particularly in its scenic 
forepart and repetitious to a good 
extent, but scores limitedly with 
scenes of battlefield horrors or very 





limited circulation, although if prop- 
erly dissected it could make a good 
trailer argument against war, dis- 
counting the propaganda intent. 

Film alleges Italy fought a raw, 
undisciplined, under-nourished army 
of the Negus. Against Italy’s tanks, 
planes and poison gas, Selassie had 
only barefooted riflemen, in tattered 
clothing, most of whom were un- 
versed in the use of firearms. / 

Forepart of the film is a travelog, 
slow and scenically dull, showing 
peaceful Abyssinia prior to the war. 
The Russian cameramen traveled 
with an Ethiopian contingent. 

Personalities in the film include 
the cameramen and Emperor Haile 
Selassie. Latter is close-upped at 
the capital and at the front, and once 
is shown handling an anti-aircraft 
gun. 

Picture has an amazing clip of the 
Negus’ soldiers looking raptly sky- 
ward at an Italian bomber raining 
down death dealing missiles. But 
such action shots as are shown are 
not many and involve isclated groups 
of troops. Shan. 


THE WESTERNER 





Metro release of Hal Roach production. 
Directed by Edward Sedgwick. Features 
Betty Furness, Arthur Treacher, Jack 
Haley. Screen play, Arthur Vernon Jones 
and Richard Flournoy; original, by Jack 
Jevne; camera, Milton Krasner. At Zieg- 
feld, N.Y., double bill, Dec, 7-10, '36,. Run- 
ning time, 75 mins, 

Joe Jenkins........ ecccccceccs + Sack Haley 
Patricia Randolph........... Betty Furness 
WatKkine <. cece Ceesoceses Arthur Treacher 
Peter Randolph...cesosee..- Raymond Walburn 
C3G8OB. dicccocios eeeveees.. Robert McWade 
SOND: Sei psivecetasssenen Rosina Lawrence 
+ Aloysius Merriweather......Monroe Owsley | 
Aunt Penelope ceeeees Kathleen Lockhart 
| Detective MeNutt,...... .Kdward Prophy 
SEOSEDE 12 ocaced Ceecccces Charlotte Wvynters 
Spike Nolan. .sccccccsesesssses Om Dugan 
Eels ccceccsessees Cocecccsceeess Iris Adrian 
Liwmle ..crccncccccsevesoses ... Toby Wing 
| Fawcett ceccccccsccccees Morgan Wallace 
PePOON. <accecsevsecoes Arthur Aviesworth 
M W liberforcee. scoccscs . lohn Tivams 
i Mrs. Wilberforce fy leila MeltIntyre 


Swiftly moving, light comedy from 
the Hal Roach plant that is made 
half-way palatable by the tidy per- 
formances of chief featured players. 
Aside from weak name draw, this is 
too crammed with slaptrap hokum 
to stand alone. Looks as 
turned out to fill double-feature re- 
| quirements; that’s the only place it 
| fits. 

Taking the antiquated thesis of a 
youth who craves to 
society and has his dream fulfilled 
by a drunken socialite, all the trim- 
mings of a typical two-reel comedy 
has been forcibly injected into the 
plot. There’s the familiar trinning of 
society folks at a reception, the acci- 
dental fire in a cabin on an isolated 
island with the pretty heroine dis- 
robed to dry her clothes, the mis- 
taken identity hokum, the dumb 
hero’s mad effort to grab some 
clothes aft~- he loses his swimming 
trunks, the musical comedy detective 
who acts like a hound on the loose. 
the outraged brother who's going to 
| get his man, mad races up and down 
the beach and madder ones inside 
the palatial home. It even has that 
ancient epic of having a lobster 
catch the struggling society aspirant 
in the seat of his trousers. 

It consequently is full credit to 
Edward Sedgwick and the strenuous 
thespian efforts of Betty Furness, 
Arthur Treacher, Jack Haley and 
others that it garners some laughter. 
Best laughs are contained in the 


~~ -—— —- 


crash high | 


though | 


Columbia production and release. Stars 
Tim MeCoy. Directed by David Selman 
Story, Walt Coburn: sereen play. Harold 
Shumate; assistant director, Wilbur Me- 
(jaugh:; cameraman, George Meehan; edi- 
tor, Ray Snyder At Arena, N. Y., dual, 
Dec, 11-12, '36. Running time, 60 mins 

See MOGs ..owds ccteenan .Tim MeCoy 
Juanita Barnes.............Marion Shilling 
Bob Leckhart....cce eovess+.. Joseph Savers 
Ww I ee eeovcee Hooper Atchley 
Senator Lockhart.....cccses +s John H. Dilvon 
Zack Addison....... eoveds Edward te Saint 
Mee THOR 96.96 onbiccasats vedce Harry Todd 
Ge Os thdobs veenbcottses. Kiddie Cobb 
Sheriff $e e6essee-sss..---Albert J, Smith 
Bearing a pretty tame sounding 
title, management of the Arena 
thought addition of a pugnacious 
word would help attract business. 
Film got the tag ‘Fighting West- 


erner’ here and maybe it’s not a bad 
idea. Scrapping and shooting 
throughout make the switch honest. 
Pic is a good action western but 
like nearly all of its brethren, will 
have to be Siamesed to another film 
for business. 

Larrupin’ McCoy comes through as 
usual with a _ good _ performance. 
Marion’ Shilling, motivating the 
mush, and Hooper Atchley, menace, 
get secondary honors in an o. k. 
cast. Dialog and direction are pleas- 
antly fresh. 7 

After a rodeo sequence story starts 
to unwind, disclosing the supposed 
accidental death of Tim’s father. 
Hero buys a deadhead ranch with 
his legacy and then the action starts. 
With the aid of Eddie Cobb he dis- 
covers that a neighboring ranch 
foreman is rustling all the local 
cattle not nailed down including that - 
of his own femme boss. Miss Shill- 
ing. Culprit hides his _ identity 
through an alliance with a not tuo 
curious sheriff and by making things 
look bad for Tim’s friend, Bob Lock- 
hart. 

Tale has many unusual twists and 
counter-piots which impress. Schem- 
ing Wallace's frame of a fight be- 





(Continued on page 21) 
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PANDRO S. BERMAN, who pro- 
f. duced the record-breaking 
“Roberta’, “Top Hat’, 
“Follow The Fleet”, “Swing 
Time”, etc., rates “That Girl 
From Paris” the best musical 
he has made in three years. 


AKE THE TIP...HERE'S THE 
AR'S OUTSTANDING HOLI- 
DAY ATTRACTION! .. GIVE IT | 
THE DATE AND RUN TO MAKE 
TOP MONEY FOR YOU! 
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Three big stars and an added dozen 4 HERMAN BING MISCHA AUER 
“show stealers” in one of the big- LUCILLE BALL FRANK JENKS © 


+ Sst comedy-musical sensations 
1 the Screen has ever known. 


1 SE THE FIRST RUNS STARTING AROUND NEW YEARS' 
H 





Directed hy Leigh Jason . — 5. Berman Production 








% 











“Not aria ‘Vesti’ from 

* over pretty strongly. | 
Le Rebras is a fine novelty turn 

af yer \ refore seen here, hailing from 


ne 


he 


5 


18 VARIETY 








oe 


VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 





‘MUSIC HALL, N. Y. | 


*Winterset’s’ (RKO) unexpected | 
failure to hold for a second week | 
necessitated a last-minute current | 
booking and left the stage produc- | 
tion staff in a spot. The problem 
was neatly solved by dusting off | 
some stage items that were done be- | 
fore, but not so recently as to look 
too familiar. and dressing them up|} 
with some standard specialty acts. | 

The combination strikes par for 
Music Hall entertainment average. | 
Fact is that only two of the quartet | 
are repeats, since the other pair are | 
specialties on the short stage, while 
one of the revivals is made to glisten 
anew by inclusion of the Lime Trio. 


Title this week is ‘City Streets,’ 
which is just as good a reason as 
any that can be given for the group- 
ing of four numbers that have no 
relation to each other into one pre- 
sentation with a ‘theme.’ 

No. 1 is ‘57th Street—Concert 
Hall.’ and that means Viola Philo 
singing Johann Strauss’ ‘Voices of 


Spring’ all by her lonesome in front 
of the drapes. Miss Philo can thank 
Einstein’s theory of relativity for her 
almost tiny appearance on this big | 
stage, and even those down front 
will be willing to overlook the size) 
angle when Miss Philo commences to 
sing. ‘A nifty set of pipes’ may not} 
be a fitting description for Miss} 
Philo’s type of work, but she has 
"em just the same. 

No. 2. called ‘Park Avenue’ for no} 
apparent reason, is the reflection 
ballet done before by Hilda Eckler 


wallop of the evening, and had | 
trouble existing. 

Irene Vermillion, vet of many ap- 
pearances on the hickory at the | 
Hipp, closes with usual firm grip on | 
assignment. Hoofs three routines, 
syncopated strut on toe, acro-tumb- | 
ling turn, and jazzique joust with} 
some waist-wiggles spaced in. She's 
backed up by Kermit Dart at piane, | 
and quint of girl trumpeters. Latter | 
on throughout, blasting away through | 
Miss Vermillion’s numbers and play- | 
ing when hoofer hops off for cos- | 
tume changes. The trumpeting is 
o.k.—but no more—and gets a bit 
monotonous. 


Pathe clips and trailers supple- 
ment. Bert. 
TOWER, K. C. 

Kansas City, Dec. 11. 
With the town generally feeling 
a tinge of the pre-holiday slump, 
the Tower is holding its own and 
looks to dip only slightly below 
average currently. Clientele is firmly 


intrenched and nothing seems to dis- 
courage it. This week flesh and film 
‘Plot Thickens’ (RKO) stack up to- 
gether as only fair. House, although | 
always crimpy on the dough for 
visiting acts, has apparently tight- 
ened even more so on that score. 
However, they are putting more 
time. attention and coin in the en-| 
semble. Result is the framework is 
very nice indeed, but the filling not 


| so hot. 


Currently the show impresses as 
using the acts to pad and space the 
line’s appearances. ‘Which is okay 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


Ceveland, Dec. 13. 


With ‘Winterset’ hogging all the 
ballyhoo and screen, the Palace 
allotted ‘Fats’ Waller 55 minutes of 
running time and didn’t go to any 
trouble in the way of a buildup or 
extra acts. Without the latter, 
Waller’s ‘Harlem Hot-Shots’ get by 
better on their own feet apparently 
than they did in Chicago’s Palace 
previous week. It’s padded out by 
two too many band numbers, but 
unit runs smoothly and still has a 
plenty hot tempo for the slummers 
who have a Harlem yen. 


Waller has cut his offensive 
hanky-wiping bit. At initial per- 
formance, however, he again went 


over the boundary line by wrapping 
himself in stage’s side-drapes, doing 


a back-cooch while Myra Johnson 
swings it vocally. Didn't look so 
good, only. a few laughed, so 


Kenneth Means blue-penciled it out. 
Sepia singer takes "em to town, but 
manager also asked her to tame her 
low-down bumps a bit. 

Pudgy pianist-maestro has worked 
up some new repartee to rib Ford, 
Marshall and Jones, new team of 
cake-walking tappers who are about 
as restrained as a Kansas tornado. 
Trio strut in hot-diggity maroon 
suits, which are good for another 
laugh in a couple specialties. 

More blues-shouters might provide 


follow the male trio with some okay 
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| 
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| move the stamp of freakishness from | 
id€ | the act. 
more of a contrast to the battalion! che jc 


of hoofers, since three Lang Sisters | 


| 
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Meehan scores with ‘Rose of Tralee,’ 
and then the only femme on bill, 
Dawn O’Day, a looker, does a nifty 
tap routine in limited space. 


Wilson comes gack to do ‘Basin 
Street Blues’ in acceptable style and 
then the band does a medley of pop 
tunes. Playboys return for another 
close harmony bit, followed by 
Meehan, who clicks again with ‘T’ll 
Sing You a Thousand Love Songs.’ 

‘Make Way for a Lady’ (RKO) on 
screen; Biz fine. Sahu. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Bill this week is split between a 
few seasoned acts and some people 
whose major claim to fame is that 
they have either done well by 
rhyming June with moon or Qar-| 
nered newsprint publicity by mix- 
ing champagne with water. State’s 
Friday night audience liked the mix- 
and the applause and laughs | 
over the runoff at a con- 
sistently high level. 

Headline attention is given Eleanor 
Holm Jarrett and Arthur Jarrett, 
spotted midway in a five-act setup. | 
Badly phrased gags are there to tie 
up the turn with the champagne- 
drinking episode which converted an 
ympic champ into a temporary 
topic of debate, but the capabilities 
of Jarrett as a crooner easily re- 





Jarrett’s frau proves that 
rapidly becoming stagewise 
and that what she lacks in voice she 
readily makes up in the torridness | 





and the girls, a Ballet de Cooch in 
which brilliant lighting and sparkling | 
costume hues give a striking effect. 
It’s one of those Music Hall produc- 


considering weight of acts now in. 
Two of the line’s three innings are 
| vy" sores aM On all appearances line 
; : is front y i i - - 
tion numbers that retain freshness in | iniunien “Wheuk sebkdnes ota oo: | 
revival. : | grooved. Coming on at the half to! 

No. 3 is ‘Harlem,’ personified by | model duds worn by pix stars in re- | 
Pops and Louie, who have recently | 


tapping. A long band specialty On | of her interpretation. The girl knows 
‘Harlem Shuffle’ rings in Waller's how to give out the swingeroo and 
rippling piano work, plus Georgia | the husband still packs the knack for 
James in a sax solo and Al Washing- | warming all over a romantic ditty. 
ton blowing a record long clarinet) The result spells better than fair- 
note. Bandleader’s topper is a/|some entertainment, which equation 
Harlemized version of “Tea for Two’ | suggests that perhaps the less said 





heightened by swingy licks on black /in the act about ‘champagne waltz’ | 


- 


’ Mickey, ‘Donald and Pluto,’ on the 


grown up but look like little boys) 
once more on this massive rostrum. | 
Their much too lengthy and hardly | 
discernible vocal opening is a self- 
imposed handicap. and _ it takes | 
longer than it should for the blowoff | 
dancing to bring the bacon home. | 
As familiar as Pops and Louie are | 
in the regular variety theatres, | 
they’re just that much of a novelty | 
in this house which rarely plays | 
their type act. They land both 
through novelty and the hoofing 
finish. 

Closer and production flash of the | 
show is ‘Pennsylvania Statidn,’ and 
the set is no worse for its warehouse 
tenancy. Glee Club starts it off as 
repertory company about to catch a 
train, with several excellent individ- 
ual voices, particularly a contralto, 
revealed via the pickout route. Their 
song is a special, with some standard 
airs worked in. ; 

Lime Trio, which was ‘discovered 
all over again in a recent French 
Casino nitery show after many years 
in vaudeville, fits quite naturally into 
the railroad terminal setting. The 
props roll in here on a baggage 








truck. Exceptionally big hand for 
the act here. 
this time, top it off with the weekly 
‘Off to Rockefeller.’ It’s perhaps the 
best closing act the variety field has 
ever produced, and the only one that 
never gets a walkout. 

Johann Strauss gets another nod 
eurrently.. His ‘Die Fledermaus’ is 
the current pit symphony overture. 

Along with the feature, ‘More 
Than a Secretary’ ‘(U), there's a 
screen. Business 
evening. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


_ Baltimore, Dec. 11. 
Final frolic Friday evening found 


light Thursday 
Bige. 





em stranded on their stilts upstairs | 


and down, with ‘Pennies From 
Heaven’ (Col.) the turnstile-twirler. 
Four-act flourish on the stage pre- 
sents nice variety and smooth-run- 
ning entertianment. 

Clocked in 59 mins., show is m.c.’d 
by Harry Rose, who for this date 
leastwise is freshening up his of- 
fering by leading a ‘community sing’ 
at outset. Does the usual prowling 
-of the aisles with mike soliciting 
solos from the less-bashful bawlers, 
and enticing the mob to do some 
mass warbling. Stunt fits in nicely 
here, if for no other reason than lo- 
cals used to evidence liking for that 
sort of public larynxing when Loew’s 
Century housed vaude and singing- 
organist Harvey Hammond held 
forth. He would be at Century yet, 
but Local 40 decreed him out when 
house gave up stage-shows and, con- 
seauiently, pit orc. 

On his own, Rose rambles along 
with his usual stuff. When caught, 


Rockettes, as redcaps | 





several of the gags were a bit gamey. 
Sings ‘Gypsy In Me.’ Hokes—with 
interjected explanations—rendition | 

‘Pagliacci’ and | 


ratce. Opens with man shoulder- 
‘Balancing 2-foot pole with femme 
disporting at top; neat is swell, with 
understander balancing a pole with 
waist-cup, with gal in a contraption 
atop pole riding a small bike around 
a couple of headover loops. 

Deucing, another act not seen 
here hitherto, Dick, Don and Dinah. 
Two lads in 'n’ lass leg off panto 
comedy dancing of the acro sort, 
with boys doing some straight tumb- | 
ling along the route. Swell-looking | 
trio, it really warms up near close 
when the three do scme sockeroo | 
pyramiding and lifts. Act proved 








cent films, some of the youngsters 
bear surprising resemblances to their | 
particular star. Costuming is good. | 

Lester Harding continues in his | 
m.c. role and does a couple of pop | 
tunes. The Three Pearsons, two/| 
femmes and a man, are on for some | 
Indian club flipping that isn’t so| 
forte. Gals should decide on a dif- | 
ferent sort of costume out of courtesy | 
to the plump one. 

Barr and Estes do some eccentric 
stepping. Mill run stuff, but nicely 
received, especially the gal’s soloing. 

Floyd ~Christy and Co. the latter 
a gent that doesn’t rate more than | 
the anonymous billing, take up about 
10 minutes of everybody’s time. It’s 
a weak-guy, tough-guy routine which 
never gets weak enough or tough 
enough. 


} 











Amateurs continue to haunt these | 


pines. 

tenor banjos. Judy Conrad’s band 

(12) turns in a better than usual job. 
Hoyt. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Dec. 13. 

Indie State-Lake, operating strictly 
on its own, has worked itself up 
steadily, each week drawing bigger 
and bigger audiences on vaude policy 
of giving the public their full 
money’s worth and more. 

In the past six months the house 
has really zoomed into powerful 
grosses, jumping an average of 
nearly $5,000. Was formerly a regu- 
lar grosser of around $11-$12,000; 
now runs to $16,000 and sometimes 
$18,000. This is a tremendous take 
for a house which operates on a nut 
of $11,000, or thereabouts. 

This week’s show isn’t a great 
show, or even an expensive one, but 
it’s just the type of entertainment 
this audience likes. 

Opening turn is the dancing team 
of McDonald and Ross. Man and 
woman, neat appearing and with an 
easy style who do most of their work 
in a stair-dance routine. Over nicely 
and start the show off on the right 
foot. Swiss Bell Ringers in the 
deuce make a good novelty session. 
While bell-ringing acts have an old- 
fashioned air, there are so few of 
these turns in vaude these days that 
they rate as a distinct, playable 
novelty. 

Paul Mall closes the vaude half 
and opens the stage show half of 
the bill. First part of his blackface 
act is done in ‘one,’ while he finishes 
his act in the full stage setting of 
the show. Carries a stooge for some 
box cross-fire, but has dropped the 
gag of having a double for the danc- 
ing bits. Sticking strictly to his talk- 
ing and singing; all ckay and over 
with this mob. 

Full of pep and action, but with 
no real act, are the Ryder Sisters, | 
who make a nifty appearance and | 
who toss their hips and ankles about | 
in rapid enough tempo. Every vaude | 
show these days has an act like} 
Haig, Howe and Haig, three hoofers 
who have turned out to be knock- | 
about comedians. These boys sy | 
anything once, and get a sufficient | 
quota of laughs out of their various | 
prattfalls, eye-sticking and head-| 
bouncing. 

Whitey Roberts closes the parade 
with his comedy single, tossing the 
audience bits of juggling, dancing 
and monolog, all good. 

Word of praise must be handed to 
the Niggemeyer line at this house. | 
Working in restricted space, this line | 
comes through with two routines 
that have everything, finesse. style, 
novelty and workmanship. It’s an 
asset to this show and house. 

Picture is ‘Jane Turner’ (RKO). | 


gene good at the first show Sun- 
ay. 


Gold. j{ 


This week two lads with | 


keys. 


Despite over-abundance of dancing, | 


Chuck and Chuckles’ eccentric stuff 
got a socko response. Tall, lanky 
dancer carries it off with his rubber- 
legged footwork, warming up In an 
amusingly slick and accurate take-off 
on Stepin Fetchit. Act would be 
stronger if he added another comedy 
impersonation like it. Pullen, 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Rexy production staff's ability to 
make a little look like a lot—eyen 
though the lot itself doesn’t look so 
very good—apparently meets with 
the favor of the theatre’s audiences. 
Current show, for example, drew 
steady approbation Friday night 
| from the payees, who, for a low ad- 
|} mish were given the opportunity to 
| get out of the rain for three hours 
| or so. 


| Helping most towards the elas- 
ticity of the short budget for out- 
side acts is the house line of 24 girls, 
trained by Gae Foster, who this 
week are being split up into trios 
and foursomes for dancing special- 
ties. Line in toto works hard and 
well, its precision being something 
that the house can well be proud 
of. But as specialties, the girls are 
something else again. 

Added acts this semester are Senor 
Wences, ventriloquist-juggler who 
uses his hand to manufacture a 
dummy; Cappy ‘Barra Harmonic 
Eight, which at this catching was 
only seven because its leader was 
missing; Chester Fredericks, stand- 
ard knockabout dancer, and the 
Charioteers (New Acts), colored 
quartet intreduced ‘by the courtesy 
of National Broadcasting Co.’ 

None of the acts impresses greatly, 
with the exception of Fredericks, 
whose one shot whams towards the 
close of the show. Working against 
Senor Wences is the size of this 
theatre, with his hand-made doll 
barely discernible from the back of 
the house. Cappy Barra act holds 
but one distinction, the playing of 
‘Flight of the Bumble Bee’ and sing- 
ing by one of the boys. Charioteers, 
as a harmony quartet, are oniy fair 
on a stage. Missing from this per- 
formance was Ford Bond, newstator. 
with result show didn’t have an m.c. 

Line has two routines that are 
real good; first is the dance in white 
tie and tails at the opening of the 
show, second the can-can at the 
close. Latter, though, was incon- 
gruous in a showboat scene that led 
directly into the screening of ‘Banjo 
on My Knee’ (20th). 

Scho. 


Biz good. 
AMBASSADOR, ST. L. 
St. Louis, Dec. 11, 


Ben Bernie, with all his lads and 
only one gal, came, saw and con- 
quered natives at Amb~ssador Thea- 
tre Friday (11) with 4, min.-show. 
although the ‘old maestro’ sub- 
merged his individual talents for 
benefit of youngsters with him. After 
newsreel and as elevator platform 
arose, mob out front began palm- 
pounding for Bernie even before he 
came into view. 

Band opens with ‘Old Organ 
Grinder Swing,’ with Billy Wilson 
warbling chorus. Ne:t Ray Hend- 
ricks sings ‘Love, What Are You Do- 
ing To My Heart.’ Audience liked 
his style. Another member of out- 





| fit, introduced as Col. Manny Prae- 


ger, delivers with French and Ger- 
man dialects for ‘Oh, My Goodness’ 

Three California Playboys, strum- 
n.ing guitar, banjo and cello har- 


|monize for ‘Hold That Tiger’ and 


‘Ta Ra Ra Boom De Ay.’ Danny 


|} and ‘ship tanks’ the better. 





It’s up to the male working mem- 
ber of the Two Daveys to get the 
show under way, and that he does | 
in amply fast fashion. The sword | 
balancing and the cannonball tossing | 
make an interesting accompaniment | 
to a4 spruce running fire of wisecracks. | 
Once Davey’s line of chatter starts | 
to take, the path becomes well! 
greased and the laughs build to a/| 
strong sendoff. 


Bill has Moore and Revel as the 
second item, but the spotting didn’t | 
prevent them from plowing up the} 
chuckles. Theirs is ballroom danc- 
ing burlesque skimmed of all non- | 
essentials and retaining a fine sense | 
of rhythm and form. The routine | 
is compact and brief, with the pratt 
bumps and other comedy business | 
so deftly interwoven as to make each 
bit count for a laugh. 

Following the Jarretts is the oun | 
soned Marty May and the stuff he| 
feeds the customers is equally well | 
seasoned, but from the broad and 
spicy angle. May’s current forte is 
his impersonation of mike tenors, 
baritones and prima donnas, and the 
business he goes through with his 
coat pulled up and the lapels pro- 
truded proves an especially big mid- 
sector tickler for the dames. What 
really tops his efforts at dishing out 
the lowdown in comedy is the belch- 
ing bit incorporated in his baritone 
takeoff. May has everything going 
his way from start to finish. 

Lots of recognition applause 
greeted the routine put on by the 
quintet in the closing turn, Song- 
writers on Parade. rhe fivesome, 
consisting of Charlie Tobias, Gerald 
Marks, Al Sherman, Murry Mencher 
and Walter Samuels, strum or sing 
bits from their past hits and account 
for an oh-oh holiday for the close 
followers of the Tin Pan Alley mills. 

‘Come and Get It’ (UA) is the fea- 
ture, dec. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 11, 

Duke Ellington and his band, sup- 
ported by a number of other colored 
performers, are giving the Para- 
mount a stage show currently that’s 
worth walking several miles to see. 
It’s the snappiest, fastest moving 
show house has had in many months 
and is presented with showmanly 
expertness, reflecting credit on all 
concerned. - 


It's Ellington’s first time here in 
about three years. Lavishly staged, 
unit clicks for solid returns and will] 
get full credit for whatever draw 
house has for the week. Screen 
feature is ‘Jungle Princess’ (Par). 

Opening of act has band on dark 
stage, with only instrument board 
of Ellington’s piano illuminated, and 
individual soloists flashed for effec- 
tive results. It scored for tremen- 
dous returns. 


Supporting the band are the Five 
Hot Shots, quintet of snappy dancers 
who romp to heavy applause; the 
Five Jones Boys, in different har- 
mony that clicks solidly; Connie 
Harris, torso dancer, and Ivie Ander- 
son, California torcher with a large 
following. who mopped with a ven- 
geance. Particularly good is a so- 
liloguy about other man, which 
brings some smart asides from the 
wings. 


| nice. 





Cooty Williams, from the band, | 
does a hot trumpet solo that nearly | 
tied up the show this p. m., and | 
band’s novelty number, giving im- | 
pression of a train in motion, also | 
panicked. 

Screen also has Paramount News, | 
Pop-Eye cartoon and other shorts. 

Edwa, 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Art Shaw’s orchestra (New Acts) 
takes up the pre-Yuletide watch at 
the Paramount. These stage shows 
that aren't stage shows vary but 
little in form or content. Orchestra 
gives out. There’s invariably a girl 
heatwave, a comedian, and a hoofer, 
Put ’em all together and the enter- 
tainment total is consistently okay, 
Nobody perhaps will care that the 
pattern never alters, and that the 
wobbly tent through which specialty 
people enter and exit is the tops in 
awkward stage devices, 

Shaw bunch have some snappy 
arrangements but obviously lack 
stage experience. Leader’s diction is 
good and his appearance is natty, 
but he does not take charge with the 
vigor implicit in an authoritative 
personality. Perhaps for the present 
it is well to be conservative. But for 


the future, a less self-effacing style 
will be requisite. Considering the 
fact that this band is only a few 
| months old, it is doing extremely 
well. 

Vaudeville talent comes through 
solidly. Betty Jane Cooper, tall and 


slick, hoofs with that free-and-easy 
class she has demonstrated hereto- 
fore. She belong in the uppermost 
tier of rhythm mistresses. Al Bernie 
displays a facile knack for lampoon- 
ing familiar personalities. He has a 
snappy tempo, gets done with his 
impressions quickly and into the 
next. His encore of Charles Laugh- 
ton as Capt. Bligh is a guaranteed 


| socko and also evidence of his 
versatility. 

Peg LaCentra, from radio, rustles 
in a fetching taffeta affair and 
scorches a pair of pops in zingy 


fashion. She's a gal that’s been due 
for some time. Her vocal equipment 
is excellent, her appearance an asset, 
her showmanship improving, 
From radic also is the Modernaires 
(New Acts). Male quartet, and very 
Stage show was a trifle slug- 


gish Thursday night. Couple too 
many straight orchestra numbers. 


Heaven’ 
Land, 


Columbia's 
on the screen. 


‘Pennies From 
Biz not bad. 





MICHIGAN, DETROIT 


Detroit, Dec. 11. 

Once inside, patrons here this 
week find plenty that'll amuse ‘em. 
But the tough part is that compara- 
tively few will come in, what with 
no big name on the stage, little draw- 
ing power in the flicker, ‘Hideaway 
Girl’ (Par), and the current Xmas 
shopping splurge. 

There's plenty of variety on the 
program, which runs 75 minutes (a 
new high here), from the opening 
note of Eduard Werner’s overture to 
the final screwy bit of Milt Britton’s 
band. Sandwiched between these is 
some congregational singing under 
Organist Merle Clark, and, in addi- 
tion to the taude and feature opus, 
a ‘Popeye’ cartoon is thrown in for 
good measure. Withal, the show 
runs smoothly. 

Working before some nifty drops, 
pit orchestra presents coupla Far 
East melodies. In his congregational 
singing, which patrons seem to love, 
Clark includes a swell parody on 
‘Organ Grinder’s Swing,’ in several 
different languages. Clark also han- 
dies the m. c. duties well. 

To crowd in three additional acts 
so that there’d be time enough for 
Britton’s maniacs, the first trio of 
turns are pared down to almost 
nothing. And maybe it’s just as well, 


because none of the acts show much, ' 


although it’s also true they don’t 
get a chance to get started. First 
of these is Jack and Jane Blair, who 
appear as just ordinary run-of-the- 
mine tap dancers until their closing 
Astaire-Rogers takeoff, which sets 
oke. Manning and Mitzi, a male 
and his dog partner, occupy the 
deuce spot and get by with a ‘drunk’ 
and a balancing bit. 

Final of the additional acts, all of 
which work in ‘one,’ are the Duffins, 
male and femme, who contribute a 
smart rag-doll dance but aren’t al- 
lotted enough time. 

Twenty solid minutes of riotous 
comedy is provided by Britton’s nit- 
wits. Opens with seven members 
of band in front of curtain and wear- 
ing sweat shirts, on which are letters 
spelling ‘We Stink.’ It’s a good send- 
off for the nonsense which follows, 
including some nice singing by Dave 
Van Horn and Sybil Kaye, oke ac- 
cordion-playing by Tito, and reams 
of laugh-provoking stuff by Walter 
Powell and cohorts, 

Fair-sized crowd on hand for final 
show Friday evening (11). Pete. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 

Of the 32 clips on the current 
Emb bill, not counting the fea- 
turettes—Educational-Fox’s ‘Nature’s 
Songsters’ and the December issue 
of March of Time—the boxscore is 
Fox Movietone, 16 clips; Universal, 
eight; Metrotone, four; Paramount. 
three, and Pathe, one. But it's 
Pathe's lone contribution that’s the 
hit of the bill, obviously by its 
titled, ‘Life of Edward VIII,’ a cork- 
ing 10-minute’ featurette which 
could well be sent out on its own 
and serve as a No. 2 sub-attraction 
with b.o. proportions. 

And of Par’s three clips, »unner- 
up in the low-scoring contributions, 
its special on ‘Edward Abdicates’ 
need take no backseat to anything 

(Continued on page 19) 
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from the more munificent contribu- 
tions by the other newsreels. Par | 
and Pathe lead off one-half and give 
the current bill a sock two-ply fea-| 
ture, with strong tail-ender_ in| 
‘March of Time.’ 

Most singularly patent in both 
newsreels’ coverage of the Romance 
of the Century is the one thing that 
Britain's monarchy is_ indubitably 
the No. 1 diplomatic ballyhoo, un- 
questionably the greatest show of all 
times, and its monarchs the greatest 
showmen on earth—Hollywood and 
P. T. Barnum to the c.n.w.s. 

The pomp and circumstance, the 
circumspect shots of the rulers and 
their heirs on battlefield, at dedica- 
tions, at mixing-with-the-common- 
ers. at any and all sorts of ceremo- | 
nials, with their principals in impec- 
cable breeches, stirrups, plumes, cos- 
tumes or whatever the appropriate 
garb to fit, the occasions, is all highly 
impressive. 

All of which, of course, translates 
itself into perfect newsreel mate- 





| 
| 


ever in view of current history | 
events. And, given such admirable | 
figures as Edward and York to carry | 
off the  show—backgrounded by | 
George V. Edward VII, the Queen | 
Mother, et al.—it’s well nigh a per- 
fect dramatic personae in this, the 
greatest show on earth within our 
time, and probably so for many a 
century. 

Technically, taking it in sequence, 
Par’s five-minute coverage on the | 
abdications is well presented with a 
well - schooled, cultured Oxford | 
speaking voice in background, That's | 
always been a nice idea of Par’s| 
when treating with British political, 
sports or other local events—getting | 
their limey-brogued spieler to do the | 
soundtrack. 

An incidental to this, although 
really not vital in this recounting. 
excepting that now more than ever 
before the world at large is news- 
minded—which means it must also 
take cognizance of the news-gather- 
ing machinery—many will undoubt- 
edly be impressed with the quiet 
efficiency of the British bobbies in 
coping with the Fleet street ver- 
sions of Flack Gordon, the intrepid | 
reporter or cameraman. Thus, Par | 
shows that the average bobby, with- | 
out any untoward roughing or osten- | 
tation, by a coincidence happens to 
be oversized, when assigned to 16) 
Cumberland Terrace, or 10 Downing 
street, or wherever the press might 
suddenly converge without being 
particularly welcomed at the 
ment. 
stand close up to the lens of the cam- 
eramen, and_ that’s-a-that-a. This} 
shoulder-to-shoulder stuff even 
smacks of good-humored camarad- 
erie as the cops smile congenially. 
while covering the lensers, but it 
certainly must be rough on the boys. 

The rest of the Emb’s bill is rou- 
tine. Roosevelt in South America, 
Madrid, the usual Santa stuff, rang- 
ing from Kris to Xmas trees, fash- 
ions, golf, turf, army maneuvers, 
etc. Lew Lehr (Fox) makes much 


mo- | 


| MEN 


Advance Production Chart 





With the current production season about to reach the halfway stretch 
by Jan. l there are only 126 features completed and shipped, yet 37 are 
now bejore the cameras and 74 in the cutting rooms, leaving 275 of the 512 
pictures promised yet to be started. x 

Fact that only six new features teed oF last week indicates the usual 
slowing up of activity preceding the holiday season. Only six were taken | 


Columbia 


Three in work, five editing, five preparing. In work: 

‘INTERLUDE,’ reported Varrery, Oct. 14: ‘I VMISE TO PAY,’ re- 
ported Nov. 11, and ‘RAIDING GUNS,’ reported Lec. 9. No new picture 
started last week | 

Readied to start: 


‘WEATHER OR NO,’ 
‘RACING LUCK’ and 


‘SPEED MAD,’ 


Metro 


‘TROUBLE IN MOROCCO,’ 





Seven in work, six editing, 12 preparing. In work: 


‘“MAYTIME,’ reported Variety, Sept. 2; ‘A DAY AT THE RACES,’ re- | 
rial normally, and more so now than | ported Sept. 16; ‘CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS,’ reported Oct. 7; ‘PARNELL,’ | 


reported Nov. 18: ‘PICK A STAR,’ reported Nov. 25: ‘LAST OF MRS. 
CHEYNEY’ and ‘UNDER COVER OF NIGHT,’ reported Dec. 2. 


7 No new 
pictures started last week. 
Readied to start: ‘DANGEROUS NUMBERS,’ ‘THEY GAVE HIM A 


GUN,’ and ‘MAN OF THE PEOPLE.’ 


Paramount 





Four in work, Ll editing, 8 preparing. In work: 
‘SOULS AT SEA,” ‘SWING HIGH, SWING LOW, ‘A DOCTOR'S | 


DIARY,” reported Variery, Nov, 18; ‘CLARENCE,’ reported Dec. 9. 
new pictures started last week. 

Readied to start: ‘WAIKIKI WEDDING,’ ‘INTERNES CAN’T TAKE 
MONEY,’ ‘TIGHTWAD,’ ‘MURDER GOES TO COLLEGE,’ and ‘DANGER, 
WORKING.’ 


No 


RKO-Radio 


12 preparing. 





Three in work, 11 editing, In work: 


‘WE THE JURY,’ reported Variety, Nov. 18; ‘MICHAEL STROGOFF,’ 


reported Nov. 25, and ‘ONCE OVER LIGHTLY,’ reported Dec. 2. No new 
pictures started last week. 

Readied to start: ‘ROBBER BARONS,’ ‘ESCADRILLE,’ ‘MISS CUSTOMS 
AGENT,’ ‘CONVENTION IN CUBA,’ ‘SATISFACTION GUARANTEED,’ 
‘WINGS OF MERCY,’ ‘OUTCASTS OF POKER FLAT,’ ‘STEPPING TOES,’ 
‘SHE STAYED FOR HER SUPPER,’ ‘WOMEN ARE POISON,’ and ‘EAST 
GOING.’ 


Republic 


One in work, six editing, 10 preparing. In work: 
‘HIT THE SADDLE,’ produced by Sol Siegel, directed by Mack Wright; 
novel by William Cold McDonald; screen play, Oliver Drake. Cast: Bob 





The behemoth bobbies merely | Livingston, Max Terhune, Ray Corrigan, Yakima Canutt, Harry Pembrook, 


Ed Boland. 

Story concerns rustling of wild horses in a protected area. Three Mes- 
quiteers are deputized by the sheriff to track down the rustlers. While the 
trial is on, leader of the bandits paints a trained horse to represent the wild 
pinto stallion that leads the band of wild horses. He kills several ranch- 
ers around the protected area which convinces the sheriff that the wild 
horses should all be driven from the country. Three Mesquiteers dis- 
cover the ruse and save the day. This is the fifth of the ‘Mesquiteers 
series to be produced by Republic in the past four months. 

Readied to start: ‘OLD LADY IRONSIDES,’ ‘EVER SINCE ADAM,’ ‘SPE- 
CIAL ORDERS,’ ‘LEGION OF THE DAMNED,’ ‘WITHOUT A NET’ and 





of his two opportunities with some 
bright chatter on a smart cow and} 
an acrobatic mail-carrier } 

Authentic natural recording of) 
birds is the theme of ‘Nature’s Song- | 
sters,, turned out by two Cornell U. | 
profs. 

Curious silence when Mrs. 
son, the abdicating monarch 
Baldwin were flashed—neither 
claim nor audible approbation. 

Abel. 


HOLLYWOOD HAS 198 


Simp- | 
or | 
ac- 





LICENSED AGENTS 


Los Angeles, Dec. 15. 
All time high for the number of 
licensed theatri: al agencies in the! 
Los Angeles are is disclosed with 
announcement by State Labor Com- 
mission that 1°53 are now operating. 
Around 1,000 are employed in 177 
offices. 
Group doesn’t include 25 classified 
as business managers. 
Rapfs’ 25th Anni | 
Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
The Harry Rapfs (Metro producer) 
celebrated their 25th wedding anni- 
versary last night (Monday? at the 
Ambassador hotel. 
They had 150 guests. 





a os un 
Schulberg Traps Cortez | 
Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
B. P Schulberg has borrowed 
Ricardo Cortez from Warners for top 
spot in ‘The Love Trap.’ 





E Wallace Smith screenplayed and 
“dward Ludwig will direct. 
MUNDIN’S 2D WEEK 
Herbert Mundin gets a second p.a. 
week from Paramount. Recently 


played Detroit. 
He goes into the Met. Bost m, week 


i 


‘MR? MAE WEST'S SUIT .2s',zen "ihn ote 
TOSSED OUT OF COURT sx" h.!.sante sates 


‘PARADISE EXPRESS.’ 
20th-F ox 


Five in work, six editing, eight preparing. In work: 
‘ON THE AVENUE,’ reported Variety, Nov. 18; ‘DEATH IN PARADISE 





CANYON,’ and ‘NANCY STEELE IS MISSING,’ reported Dec. 2; ‘SEV- 


ENTH HEAVEN,’ reported Dec. 9. Started last week: : 

‘STEP LIVELY, JEEVES,’ produced by John Stone, directed by Gene 
Forde: no writing credits. Cast: Arthur Treacher, Patricia Ellis, George 
Givot, Alan Dinehart, Helen Flint, John Harrington, Robert Kent. 

Story is another adventure of Jeeves created by Arthur Treacher as a 
butler in ‘Thank You, Jeeves,’ produced several months ago by 20th-Fox. 
This story concerns two American sharpshooters who go to London in 
search of new promotion pastures. They come upon Jeeves who to them 


| is a natural to use as the heir to Sir Francis Drake’s valuable land holdings 
In order to file claims to this property, money Is | 


in the center of London. : 
necessary. In their quest for this, they come upon an American gangster 
who wants to break into London society. 
when he finds it is all a bunco, he goes wild. 
sters he, along with the promoters, is caught and deported to New York 


| 
has not been within this state for 
several years. 


would seem to be proper unless the 
| defendant’s domicile must be deemed 

The suit of Frank Wallace, vaude to be that of the plaintiff because of 
actor, to force Mae West to admit 
she is his lawful spouse came tO 4 | pand 
sudden conclusion Monday (14) when 
N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Joseph 
M. Callahan vacated a former order 
allowing Wallace to serve Miss West 
by publication. The Court in vacating 
the order and dismissing the action 





of the defendant. The reply 
affidavit submitted by the plaintiff 
reveals that the parties separated by 
mutual consent many years ago and 
that the plaintiff went so far as to 
marry someone else from whom he 
has since been divorced. 


held that Miss West is a legal resi- ‘Under these circumstances the 
dent of California and is out of the defendant was free to acquire a 
jurisdiction of the Court. In his domicile of her own choosing. The 


ruling Justice Callahan pointed out 
that Wallace and Miss West had been 
separated for years and that he had 
married and divorced another wo- 
man since that time. Under the cir- 


former rule that a married woman’s 
domicile is always that of her hus- 
band has been greatly modified. 
Such a rule does not apply where 
the parties are living separately by 


cumstance the rule that a wife re- | mutual consent. 

sides wherever her husband lives ‘As the order of publication has 

does not hold in Wallace’s case, the been obtained on the theory that 

judge decided. the defendant is a resident of this 
‘The order of publication was ob- | state and as it is shown from the 

tained on the theory that the de-| papers submitted that neither her 

fendant is a resident of this state,’ | residence nor her domicile was within 


this state at the time of motion for 
jan order of pubiication, this motion 
to vacate such order is granted and 
the service set aside.” 


Judge Callahan said in his decision. 
‘It is clear from the facts set forth 
by the defendant that her residence, 
as distinguished from her domicile, 


1 from the cutting rooms last week 


| where all are wanted. 


He advances the money. but | 
In searching for the sharp- | 


the latter’s claim that he is the hus- | 


Hollywood, Dee. 15. 
and previewed, leaving a balance of 74 
to be finally edited for distribution. 
According to present schedules, 14 features are tentatively slated to go 


| this week, yet each studio has ambitious plans to get new stories into work 


immediately after the first of the year. 


Jeeves, innocent victim in the swindle, is exoner- 
ated and permitted to remain in London. 

Readied to start: ‘THE LAST SLAVER,’ ‘TIME OUT FOR ROMANCE.’ 
‘MIDNIGHT TAXI,’ ‘THAT I MAY LIVE,’ and ‘CHARLIE CHAN AT THE 
OLYMPICS.’ 


United Artists 


Two in work, two editing, six preparing. 

“HISTORY IS MADE AT NIGHT,’ reported Variety, Nov. 11, and ‘A 
STAR IS BORN,’ reported Nov. 18. No new pictures started last week. 

Readied to siart: ‘THE WOMAN’S TOUCH,’ ‘SUMMER LIGHTNING,” 
a OF TOM SAWYER,’ ‘STELLA DALLAS,’ and ‘HURRI- 





In work: 


| Universal 
Three in work, nine editing, eight preparing. In work: 

TOP OF THE TOWN,’ reported Variety, Oct. 14: ‘1 HATE HORSES,’ 
reported Dec. 2. Started last week: 

‘LEFT HANDED LAW,’ produced by Buck Jones, directed by Les Se- 
| lander, novel by Charles M. Martin, screen 
| Cast: Buck Noel Francis, Robert 
| LaRue. 

Story is from wild west life when Wells Fargo express wagons found it 
tough sledding getting through New Mexico. Prompted by the wrong 
done the famity of his girl, Buck Jones takes it upon himself to stop the 
outlaws from holding up the express and molesting innocent passengers. 

Readied to start: ‘CLASS PROPHECY,’ ‘THE ROAD BACK,’ ‘PERSON 
| TO PERSON CALL,’ ‘WINGS OVER HONOLULU,’ ‘THE STONES CRY 
| QUT, ‘WE’VE HAD OUR MOMENTS,’ ‘SERVICE DE LUXE,’ ‘SHORT 
| HAUL,’ and ‘OH, DOCTOR.’ 


| 
| 


| Warners 


| 
| 
| 


Guihan. 
Frank 


Frances 
George Rigas, 


play by 


Jones, Frazer, 


| 
} 





Nine in work, 19 editing, 12 preparing. In work: 

‘ ‘SLIM,’ ‘THE KING AND THE CHORUS GIRL,’ ‘CALL IT A DAY,’ 
HER HUSBAND’S SECRETARY,’ reported Nov. 25; ‘THE CHEROKEE 
STRIP,’ reported Dec. 2; ‘THE CASE OF THE STUTTERING BISHOP,’ re- 
ported Dec. 9. Started last week: 

‘THE GO-GETTER,’ produced by Sam Bischoff. directed by Busby 
Berkeley; novel, Peter B. Kyne; screen play, Delmar Daves. Cast: George 
Brent, Anita Louise, Charles Winninger, John Eldridge, Craig Reynolds, 
Carlyle Moore, Jr.. Myrtle Stedman. ; 

Story centers around George Brent who returns from World War a 
disabled man, yet wants to go places. He comes in contact with the Peter 
B. Kyne character, ‘Cappy Ricks,’ a rich industrialist, whose hobby is re- 
habilitating young men under extreme disciplinary measures. Cappy Ricks 
finds in Brent a person much too anxious to respond to his orders and sets 
about giving him the impossible things to do in order to qualify for a job 
in one of his many industrial projects. Having succeeded in carrying out 
every order, Brent is ordered to 1ecover a valuable vase held by a gang 
of Tong men in San Francisco’s Chinatown. In an attempt to recover 
this, he also saves the daughter of the captain who has been kidnaped by 
the Tong men. 

‘PRINCE AND THE PAUPER,’ produced by Robert Lord, directed by 

William Keighley, from Mark Twain classic, screen play by Laird Doyle. 
Cast: Errol Flynn, Phyllis Barry, Helen Valkis, Billy Mauch, Bobby Mauch, 
| Barton MacLane, Montagu Love, Claude Rains, Fritz Leiber, Donald Crisp, 
Walter Kingsford. 
Story is laid during reign of Henry VIII, who is dying, and much in- 
terest is focused around his son, 8, heir to the throne. The prince, through 
oversight of the King’s guard, finds his way outside the Palace grounds 
and befriends a beggar of his own size and age. The boy takes him to 
his house and the prince changes clothes with him and sends him on to the 
palace for a treat. Conspiracy within the King’s guard to murder the 
young prince ripens and the beggar boy is about to be murdered when 
the real prince comes along and saves the day. 

‘MARKED WOMAN,’ produced by Lou Edelman, directed by Lloyd 
Bacon, original story and screen play by Robert Rosson and Abem Finkel. 
Cast: Bette Davis, Humphrey Bogart, Rosalind Marquis, Henry O'Neill, 
May Methot, Isabel Jewell, Lola Lane, Raymond Hatton, Eduardo Vian- 
nelli, Teddy Hart. 

Story is based around the recent Luciano vice ring expose in New York 
city, wherein Bette Davis, playing the night club hostess, is drawn in on 
the racket as knowing too much. After many melodramatic situations, she 
is saved from the mgb by the militant d. a. Humphrey Bogart. Human 
interest drama and romance is woven in the workings and expose of in- 
ternational vice ring. 

Readied to start: ‘MARRY THE GIRL,’ ‘LAST BAD MAN,’ ‘YOU HAVE 
TO LEARN SOMETIME,’ ‘TRUTH IS ON THE MARCH,’ ‘DESERT SONG,’ 
and ‘DANTON.’ 














al T 
PRODUCTION TABLE 
(Shows number of pictures promised by the various major produc- 
ing companies for the 1936-37 program and number of pictures yet 
to be produced for the 1935-36 program. ) 
Number 
of pix Total 
prom- Pix already Pix Bal.to pix ina 
Producer and ised for completed Pix nowin be put prep- 
| contributing 1936-37 fornew nowin cutting before ara- 
companies. season, season. work, room. cameras. tion. 
COL GIO oe cceedsi. - & 12 3 5 30 4 
Larry Darmour....... 8 2 ie oe 6 1 
iA wed ebb ceeeke - 48 9 5 6 27 il 
Hal Roach..... eb ences 4 1 i 3 2 1 
PARAMOUNT ...ccccee 48 17 3 9 19 5 
B. P. Schulberg....... 3 | i on 6 1 
Emanuel Cohen.,...... 5 2 és oe 6 LI 
Harry Sherman.,..... ; ° i 5 i 
Frank Ruilves cebeeee i . 1 oe os 
BEG-BAROO icccccocsses. 2 il 24 10 
Davie EMOW...cccccee 2 1 oe i oe 
Geo. Hirliman........ 6 i i o6 5 bud 
Sol Lesser -00ekeeed 3 i ws e% 2 i 
Barua ...rcevctses 7 1 5 43 % 
BR, We BORGE, cdbccoe 16 3 _ i 12 2 
20TH-FOX cocccee OS 30 5 6 22 v | 
Sol Lesser -eoeedece S 2 oe od 4 1 
UNITED ARTISTS 
Samuel Goldwyn..... 7 2 r 1 4 2 
Walter Wanger...... . 7 i 1 sa 5 2 
Selznick-International, 5 1 1 ee 3 2 
S. Mares ss ccdcsctce It oe ee ee 1 oe 
Criterion ye 2 oe oe oe z ee 
Korda-London .....+> 6 os we ee § ae 
UNIVERSAL coecece 44 2 3 9 30 7 
. fae 6 8 i as q 1 
WABNERS ..ceces scecce 29 ’ 19 3 12 
Totals .ccesces cocccces S12 126 37 4 215 Sa 
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SHAW ENSZTORVTALOIYG 
THE RIVER wx 


MAY ROBSON 


CHARLES 


BUTTERWORTH 


BENITA HUME « ALAN. MOWBRAY: +. LOUISE BEAVERS 
HENRY O'NEILL « MARILYN KNOWLDEN... and the 
FAMOUS HALL JOHNSON CHOIR... Produced by 
SOL LESSER PRINCTPALU PRODECGTIOGONS 


Directed hy Kurt Neumann 


Adapted from Mrs. C. V. Jamison‘s nowel *Toinette's PRES” 


Se. 


MpRADIO CITY MUSIC HALL! 


The big box-office show for all the 
world is the big Christmas attraction 
for the world’s largest theatre... . 
BOOKED FOR ELEVEN GALA DAYS 


BEGINNING DECEMBER 17.... Set 
for more first runs throughout the 
country starting with the holidays.... 
Ready to get the money for theatres large 
and small, everywhere—right at the 
height of the best show season in years! 
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FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





THE WESTERNER 


(Continued from page 15) 


a Tim and his pal, after which 
on is arrested for attempted mur- 
der; the murder of Tim's father by 
Wallace, who makes it look like the 
work of an ill-tempered horse, and 


his attempted lynching of Tim 
through collusion with the law area 
few of the brighter spots. n 


Conclusion is general roundup of 


“thieves when through trickery Mc- 


Coy and Cobb force one of the out- 
laws to confess. Pair lead baddies 
away one at a time to a barn where 
sound of a shot impresses as the end 
of it all for the non-confessors, Last 
weakens, giving the hero his iron- 
bound proof. Tim gets the gal that 
was meant for Joseph Sauers. Hurl. 


DER JUNGE GRAF 


(‘The Young Count’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(WITH' SONGS) 


Ufa-Tonfilm production and release Iea- 
tures Anny Ondra and Karl Platen Di- 
rected by Karl Lamac Music by Leo Leux. 


At Garden, N. Y., week Dec. 11 





time, 90 mins, : 

Billy. ...ccccssecccves oseeeess Anny Ondra 
Bint. .s.cccvcccvcevccssvccs Hans Soehnker 
Graf PriessnitZ......+.+-. Hans Junkermann 
JOUR. creer ceeevvccvccessees Fritz Odemat 
Notar...se.ee see csvencvcces Jacob Tiedtke 
Professor Dodereit.....+-4..+.- Karl Platen 
Marianne.......-ceseeeeees Irmgard Nowak 
Vater von Billy........... Paul Heidemann 
Hotelporlier.....e..ceee cewek Joseph Reithofer 

(In German) 

An ingratiating performance by 
Anny Ondra, who mimics her way 
through the proceedings, adds more 
than usual interest to what other- 
wise would have been a humdrum 
German light comedy. Probably 


had more brittle dialog than usual 
because it made the audience laugh 
on several occasions in this foreign 
language house. 

Aside from first appearing as a 
blonde girl in her father’s circus act, 
then impersonating a boy with 
brunet hair, Miss Ondra gets a 
chance to do some acrobatics, sing a 
couple of songs, imitate several types 


| 
of men, act the tomboy generally and 
finally show ability in the more ro-} 


mantic moments. Looks like a direct 
bid to attract Hollywood scouts (she 
even speaks broken English in scene) 
but it’s doubtful if they will fall. 
She is Mrs. Max Schmeling in pri- 
vate life. 

It’s the old tale of the disowned 
son who turns out as a circus per- 
former with his daughter as chief 
aide and sends her back to the sur- 
roundings of nobility in order to give 
her a better home. For some mys- 
terious reason, plot requires her to 
make ub as a boy in order to secure 
the comforts of which her father 
was deprived. Story has the usual 
misunderstandings between the 
pseudo-son and her grandfather, her 
tutor and a visiting girl. And it has 
the accepted and expected wind-up. 
with the circus man’s daughter flee- 
ing back to the show business and 
the stern grandparent, realizing he 
must have them both with him. 

Bulk of story development drags 
along, interrupted by several bright 
pieces of comedy but most by pon- 
derous word passages. Tempo _ is 
anything but even, veering into the 
musical comedy atmosphere about 
midways. 

Camera job is uniformly excellent. 
Anny Ondra easily grabs thespian 
honors, as the child of the circus. 
Hans Soehnker is best in a support- 
ing cast that contains several stand- 
ard Teutonic character. players. 
Picture should please in foreign lan- 
guage houses where they under- 
stand German. Wear. 


RIDE ’EM COWBOY 


Universal release of Buck Jones produc- 


tion. Stars Jones. Directed by Les Se- 
lander, Screen play, Francis Guihan from 
Jones’ original story; camera, Allen 
Thompson and Herbert Kilpatrick At 
iArena, N. Y., dual, two days, Nov. 30-31, 
"36. Running time, 68 mins. 

TENG. Seb6506 666% woe des Buck Jones 
CUwCcK Morne...cccccccce: George Cooper 
Sandy Adams....... eeeee William Lawrence 
Lillian Howard. ..cccccsece: Luana Walters 
eb AMUMMNL. 656006 6cccesecd ji. P. McGowan 
Sam ets thedeéces¥es lac Toseph Girard 
Bam Parker, Jr..cccsscecs ..Donald Kirke 
Sherif€ Stanton........... Charles Lemoyne 


. 


- Buck Jones’ switch to his own pro- 
ductions via Universal has brought 
with it some improvement and orig- 
inality, albeit still incongruous. Sage- 
brush star has been writing much 
of his vehicles of late without vari- 
ance from the norm. This one, al- 
though taking liberties even with kid 
imaginations, offers such rapid ac- 
tion and pleasant change of back- 
ground from the overworked cactus 
to a newer cinder path, that the lati- 
tude will be forgiven. Where Buck 

ones can do no wrong this’n should 
well. Elsewhere it’s still a well done 
western. 

Camera’s deft work is no mean as- 
Set. For this type of film, where a 
lag stands out like a red flag, the 
director sure kept things moving. 
Most of the film’s hilarity is derived 
from the hard-to-believe greenness 
‘of Jones regarding automobiles. 
Ructions of Jones and his cowboy 
Pals every payday motivates the 
racetrack action that follows when | 
the sheriff rides Buck out of town. | 

' 
' 





es a slightly had bov for a change. 
Which shonld be another welcome 
change. Mush angle comes in via 
he daughter of one of the race pro- | 
moters wha must marrv the menare 
Donald Kirke. if her dod Inceos, Kirke | 
as the other driver nulls off the uenal 
low tricks of nocturnal sabotage, also | 


Running | 





Buck’s hideout. 

All ends well, however, when 
Jones nearly finishes Kirke, finishes 
the race, and wins the gal after sur- 
mounting all the odds with the aid 
of Silver the Horse in freak job of 
dragging the racer to the track. 
Luana Walters looks good next to 
Jones. George Cooper as the loon 
mechanic, retained by Jones for his 
Universal swing, continues his good 
sidekick work. Hurl. 


TRAILS OF THE WILD 


Syndicate release of Ambassador produc- 
tion by Sig Neufeld and Maurice Conn. 
Stars Kermit Maynard. Directed by Sam 
Newtield. Story, James Oliver Curwood; 
screen play, Joseph O'Donnell; camera, 
Jack Greenbaugh; editor, Jack English; | 
asst. director, Samuel Diege. At Chaloner, 
N. Y., dual, two days, Dec . "3 Run- 
ning time, 5S mins 
Mc Kenna ‘ i bine Kermit Maynard 
Jane ; pa cenbe .. Billie Seward 
MEE Ghachwe hes outs cae luzzy Knight 
See FPF Pe 2 ee ..-Monte Blue 
PAMCRIG ccc cdaacsescacses Theodor von Eltz 
Hunt . yeetosoan ..Matthew Betz | 
OO, SRP CUE: Leet Robert Frazer } 
Hardy . Wheeler Oakman | 
Brent Charl Delaney 
Mason John Elliott 
TT. Sidhetesacdear .-Frank Kice 
Hammond , eisk ae ».. Roger Williams 
Se +6. enh » edie dies ---Dick Curtis 

Author Curwood’s tag combined 


with the westernly famous Maynard 
name should help drag ’em in for 
this celluloid glorification of the 
Canadian mounties. Fear of reaction 
forced management at Chaloner to 
mis-bill film as a western. Presence 
of Maynard tag and shooting irons 
is sufficient attraction despite the 
fact that Kermit is slightly less per- 
sonable than his 
brother Ken and, consequently, musi 
render more mugging. Won't beat 
trails but should do well enough in 
the western grooves. 

Through the death of a pal. May- 
nard is ushered into the Canuck 
bloodhound brigade to avenge the 
killing. In mufti, he and Fuzzy 
Knight are assigned to clean up 
Ghost mountain, a deserted mining 
area. While so doing he bags the 
long-sought killer, rescues a_ kid- 
naped miner, snares the heart of the 
latter’s datter and gives a good fistic 
and six-gun account of himself. 
Actor’s cowboy background is neatly 
revealed when he is forced to per- 
form rodeo saddle hurdling while 
riding to duck bullets. 

Knight does his usual good job of 
drollery which fortunately is not 
smart alecky or stressed as in most 
budget-made horse sagas. Film also 
affords work for old favs such as 
Charles Delaney, Robert Frazer and 
Monte Blue. All do nicely with their 
assignments. Jack Greenbaugh rates 
a nod for picturing the tall pine 
country and good riding shots. Sam 
Newfield’s direction also oke. Hurl. 


DIE UNBEKANNTE 


(‘The Unknown’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 

(WITH SONGS) 

Berlin, Nov. 28. 
Wrysbar-Schmitz-H.P. 
Frank Wysbar. 
Jean Galland. 


Terra release of 
production. Directed by 
Features Sybille Schmitz, 
Book, R. C. Muschler, Frank Wysbar; 
music, Hans Otto Borgman. Philharmonic 
Orchestra under direction of Professor Her- 


mann Abendroth. At Atrium, Berlin, Nov. 
17, °36. Running time 75 mins, 

Madeleine .......+. eeeeeee S¥DiNe Schmitz 
Thomas Bentick.......+..+++..Jean Galland 
BV6IYN 3 ....seee PPT TTT TERETE Tr lise Al-el 
Von Altendorf..........- Edward Jurgensen 
Gieseking ....... F, W. Schroeder-Schromm 
Gerhard ......0:s% 00064 0b6taseess eet wee 
Reception lady...seeeeeees .++.-Lotte Spira 
BOUtiOgr .cccuse PPTTTTITI TTT Karl Platen 
Manager .....+-« rTerTiirre Karl Stepeneck 


girl. ..sesesees.. Karin “Luesebrink 
. Herbert Spahlke 


Dancing 





WRIGE occccsevececeseoesred és: Karl Kracker 
Police officer.. Guenther Polsensen 
Bermeant ....cccerceve »-- Helmuth Passarge 
Hans’ Wellenkamp.........,.Curt Juergens 
Songstress .....eeeee0. +-Lucie Millowitch 
Customer aaa) » 56 b46Ssae CE Breitkopf 
Another customer.....ccccccsecceees Kiwitt 


(In German) 


Gripping meller, slowly paced but 
outstanding through brilliant acting 


and superb photography. Great en- 
tertainment fodder for sentimen- 
talists. 


Sybille Schmitz as the attractive 
torch singer who drowns herself 
after going through some hectic days 
may be described as a tragedienne of 
exquisite quality. 

Story opens with the conventional 
‘Femme Inconnu,’ woman pulled out 
of the river and delivered to the 
morgue with no trace of her identity. 
But her face, beautiful to behold 
even in death, eases the situation. 
Who is the woman? 

Producer has a soul-stirring way 
of portraying the psychoanalysis of 
Madeleine, queen of niteries who 
breaks hearts by the wholesale, un- 
til she meets Thomas Bentick, young 
and smart explorer. Both fall madly 
in love. Madeleine, not wishing to 
ruin him, drowns herself. 

Chiller is bound to attract, if only 
for the unusual direction and Sybille 
Schmitz’s work. 

Frank Wysbar. who co-operated 
on the book, would have done better 
to select another partner for her. 
Jean Galland. French actor, as 
Thomas Bentick. is a heroic looking 
and elegant explorer but hardly the 
type of a passionate lover; moreover, 
he is handicapped by not speaking 
German fluently. Otherwise all act- 


|} ing is competent. 


Big asset is the concert scene with 
the complete Philharmoni* Orchestra 
under Professor Hermann Abend- 
roth playing Beethoven's seventh 


circus-minded | 


{ 
informing the neighboring sheriff of | 


BOLEK AND LOLEK | 


(POLISH MADE) 
(WITH MUSIC) 











It’s on its second run—wherefore the 
English titles which, incidentally, are 
abominable—pending a shipment of 
newer celluloid. In Hungary, where 





} 
| 


Pee Deeeete. . Stars Adolf Dymsza. | the film was a standout, Hollywood 
} at c 4 i. SZYNSK}, e Toy . >. 2 
13. Rosen. At Miami. N.Y make Dec, & | 30t a good enough glimpse of it to 
| ‘36 Running time, ST mins. ; | acquire the yarn, reputedly, for 
| Lolo Charkiewicz (Bolek Cybuch)_ |Shirley Temple. So Hollywood 
i Mn Adolf Dymsza | knows about it, even if Shirley 
Mr. Braun. ‘ --+-Antoni Fertner aon® . 
Krysia, jezo corka... so cess comme . Wiles Temple doesn't. . P 
Marysia, pokojowka Krysi \lina Zeliskn | “Kind Stepmother’ is built on four 
peed a: --Jozet Chaursowski | sequences which cannot help but 
OUKEé Ee 6+ Cb oe ~ 0 murko\ | Sot H 
he ie oe > ---- AI. Chrurkowska | resister with socko squareness. 
Morini, proi rv ospi Gas. .Michal Znicz | 1 . . ’ 4 
dan; etas Solas: ; 1... | \lL. Grabows':i | Lhere’s a kids’ party; a clown. t9 
Kolega Lola..... .... Andrzej Bogue! | amuse the little orphan girl; an un- 
Sseuerrews iy ey oe ee Janina Janeck A witting meeting with her ste>o- 
eka a ‘tgs -derzy Kobu # | mother: and a graduation exercise in 
ranes.. -Zdzislaw Karccewski | ° M ’ . 

cuamage ss a tiny-tots’ school. Lakner sized ud 
(In Polish) |the family audience with accuracy |} 
| Since an unaersianuing of Polish | Wen he dished out the scenario (the 
| is required to snag a square slant at | USed to have a kids’ theatrical troupe 
|the musical comeay with a Warsaw |!" Hungary), and the idea of a 
| trademark, it is to be expected that | Hollywood remake still looks good, 


the film’s circulation in 
| will be very limited. Picture doesn’t 

rate. against the American-made 
| standard, in texture or style. 

The story concerns two muggs who 
resemble each other enough to b2 
| twins and thus get their friends and 
enemies confused about their identi- 


the U. S 


even if it flopped once 

Gizy Pecsy, the Hungarian Shirley 
Temple, lives up to her reputation 
100 She can act maiurely, 
and do a small bit of terpsin‘. 
They've given her the open throtile 
n this one, and plenty 
use of it. As the cast-off stepmother, 


sing 


she makes 


|ties. Old stuff mixing in a double | 29ainst whom the child's mind is 
| romance. Adolf Dymsza plays the poisoned, Maria Tasnady is decidedly 
| double role, a dandy and a mugg,.|able and highly decorative. (She's 
| The mugg falls for a maid in the | lately appearing in German pix, 
| household where the prize femme |@fter a_ slenderization, under the 
| falls for the dandy. Dymsza is bet- |22™me Maria von Tasnady.) Julius 
ter as the mugg and altogether af-|G0z0n, as the clown-gardener, is 
fected as the male charmer. pauay. and _ ditto Antal Pager as the 

Most of the action is indoors | father. Piroska Vaszary has the 


against pretty fair settints and bact:- 
grounds. Women in the film are 
good to look at and possess 
enough speaking voices. 

Dymsza sings snatches of one tune 
variously through the film and at 
one point, in a cafe scene, also ai- 
tempis an eccentric dance. 

He is a short, stocky man with a 


of tom-tom number he yodels here. 
| His athletic moments in the picture 
}are presumptuous. Dymsza is the 
prinicpal antagonist in one or two 
| bouts during the course of the film. | 
| These are photographed badly, but 
}on the whole the camera work is 
okay, if not outstanding. 

To emphasize one comedy point. 
| the film goes slow motion in one of | 
the sequences. It’s odd stuff from | 








ithe American viewpoint but per- 
Shan. 


| haps in order for natives. 


\Strangers on Honeymoon 


London, Nov. 17. 
Gaumont-British production and 


f release, | 
Stars Constance Cummings, 


features Noah Beery, Betrix Lehmann. 
Directed by Albert de Courville. Screen 
play Sydney Gilliat and Bryan Wallace 
from Edgar Wallace's novel “The Northing 
Tramp’; camera, Mutz Greenbaum. At 
Piccadilly, London, Nov. 16, ’36, Running 
time 60 mins. 


October 


: -.-Constance Cummings 
Quigley 


cecopes coscsecceses++- Hugh Sinclair 


BLOG BOGIG. sccscccvdecanees «<i veOall Beery 
FIGrIdA .ecceececcoesesees Detrix Lehmann 
Lennie ...... Ceccccere eoeeoeee David Burns 
Sam Wasser....ee. e+e-+++- Butler Hixon 
Uncle Elmer.....+++s+00++Maurice Freeman 
PMCOUEN 2300000604 3-c4baceil James Arnold 
a eee eoccccseed Anne Tucker McGuire 


Sir Gregory...seceeeeesssseekdmond Breon 

An outmoded story, redeemed by 
an abundance of comedy and up-to- 
date wisecracks. 

Poor orphan girl, brought up by 
an aunt and uncle, tells a wealthy 
young man who wants to marry her 
she would rather wed a tramp. He 
forces an embrace upon her and she 
repulses him with disgust, where- 
upon he stalks away. Tramp emerges 
from bushes, having overheard, and 
they exchange sympathetic. con- 
fidences. 

Girl is foreed to accept the unde- 
sirable suitor, who is a drunken 
ne’er-do-well. On the way to the 
wedding, very much intoxicated, the 
groom and his cronies encounter the 
tramp, force him to drink, and on 
arrival at the proposed ceremony he 
gives the bride a choice of marriage 
with him, or the tramp she had pro- 
claimed she would rather wed. She 
chooses the hobo, who turns out 
later to be an English lord with a 
heavy inheritance. 

A female cousin hires thugs to 
bump off the young peer so she can 
secure the inheritance, and _ this 
makes for some old-fashioned melo- 
drama. 

Admirably produced and directed 
in American fashion, and well 
played by the stars, Constance Cum- 
mings and Hugh Sinclair. Noah 


Hugh Sinclair; | 


nice 


role of femme villain, a hard assisn- 


ment which she does fairly well, but 
no batter. 
Balogh’s direction is fine all, the 


way through, 
overboard footage anywhere. Camera 


| work is meritorious on indoor scene; 


nice baritone voice fitting the type | 


(BRITISH MADE) 


and shoddy on the outdoor stuff. 
Not only did the lens crew work with 
too litile light on many scenes. 
hut they also subjugated the charac- 
ters to the scenery, which is unfor- 
sivable. Sound is scratchy, p»ssibly 
due to age. Edga. 


CAREER WOMAN 


20i(h Century-Fox release of Sol M. Wu 
zel procuction Stars Claire Trevor and 
Michacl Whalen. Directed by Lewis Seiler. 
Screen play, Lamar Trotti, based on a 
Gene Fowler story. Associate producer, 
Milton H. Feld, Photography, James Vian 
| Trees and Robert Planck; asst. director, 
Samuel Schneider; editor, Louis Loeff'er; 
music, Samuel Kavlin. At Fox, Brooklyn, 
eek Dec. 5, "36, dual bill, Running time, 
75> mins 
Carroll Aiken escccccccesse:s Claire Trevor 
Barry Conant ..cccccces Michael Whaten 
Gracte Clay .isec PPT TT Isubel Jewell 
Everett Clork «eecccccecs Erie Linden 
Puce BOWE 2c ces eeceee Virginia Field 
Uncle Tilly Burley..e.e Gene Lockhart 
Doc Curley cooeseeces seaward &. Brophy 
Chris Ericson rrr ry Tee “1 Grendel 
ede Sanders 608086 Guinn Williams 
George Rogers ccceceeass Sterling Holloway 
Matt Clay sececeee-+- Charles Middleton 
Milt Clark seoee-( harles Waldron, Si 


Arthur Henshaw eceece-------l'aul Stanton 


Mrs. Milt Clark. cece... Kathleen Lockhart 
Sheriff Duncan .eeoee-Frank McGlynn, Sr. 
EHG@ith Clark sceccoocececess> June Stores 
Helen Clark ceccccceceossslynne Berkeley 
Judge Hite .ssccscecsceseess--.--Ray Brown 
Mr. Smith ....% secesecss.. Leorge . Mecker 
Judge Whitman 9 eeessese- Howard Hickman 


Coroner Meinery ecscesoee Spencer Charters 


Dr. Anderson ~cocccccceesrville Alderson 
Miss Brinkerhof€ eeccsosess+.-Kly Malyon 
Frank Jackson ecsccessssss-Otto Hoffman 





Corsedy drama which teeters be- 
tween farce and stark realism. Claire 
Trevor and Michael Whalen, teamed, 
head a smartly chosen cast which, 
throughout, bolsters the uneven 
story. A passable program picture, 
but not exactly for family trade. 

Opening depicts a big city court, 
with a front-page lawyer, Barry 
Conant (Whalen) utilizing histrionic 
fireworks to win his case, He is 
wheeled into the court room as a 
sick man, plays on the jury’s sym- 
pathy and comes through easily. He’s 
a chaser and in the spectator’s gal- 
lery spies Claire Trevor, herself 
graduating from law school. 

Story then’ jumps to- her small 
home-town, and takes on the deep- 
dyed tinge. A poor girl is on trial 
for her life. he has killed her 
narrow-minded father, Isabel Jewell 
essays this difficult assignment, but 
it gets over. Girl isa versatile ac- 
tress and if ever allotted the cor- 
rect role she'll go places. : 

Of course Whalen as ,Conant ap- 
pears on the scene and saves the 
day but not without Portia’s simple 
undiluted appeal which turns the 
trick. 3 : 

Eric Linden is in a minor part. 





Beery and David Burns make a 
couple of villainous would-be mur- 
derers, and Betrix Lehmann por- | 
trays adequately the 
cousin. 

Those who have a fondness for 
gun-fighting, car chases and other 
deeds of violence, in preference to | 
credibility, will enjoy the picture. It 
might do for a programmer in the 
U. S. Jolo. 


EDES MOSTOHA 


(‘Kind Stepmother’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 


venomous | 





Danubia release of Hermes production 
Stars Gizy Pewss Directed by Bela Balog! 
; Scenario Art ey 3 I ; is ! 
Szlatioa At Mo N. ¥Y Lie 1” 7) 
! ling t 9 ¥ 
Baron And Hartie Antal I 
Maria Vi 1 ‘last I 
res G i 

PENCE. .ccccsoe Julius ¢ ' 
I 4 Piroska Vas 
‘In Hungarian, with English Titles) 


For purposes of an appraisal, 


| Filtered through t 


' stein 


Gene Lockhart is another cast in the 
supporting a who registers. 

e long roster are 
such established names as El Bren- 
del, Guinn Williams; Sterling Hol- 


| loway, Virginia Field and Edward S. 


Brophy, most all of whom get a 
chance to shine on the witness box. 
It’s that kind of a picture. Both Miss 
Trevor and Whalen carry their parts 
with assurance. Latter has the tough- 
est role to portray. 

Lewis Seiler’s- direction gets a 
workout for the comedy and dra- 
matic demands. Photography is of 
the best grade, Bral, 





CONN’S SCRIBE LINEUP 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Condon, Stanley Lowen- 
and Charles Webb have been 
signed to write for Maurice 
productions. 

They're working currently 
Sherman Lowe, story ed, 


Charles 


under 
on untitled 


and Schuberi’s h-minor symphonies. Jone is so much water over the dam. | piciures. 


Charlie Chan at the Opera 


20-h. Century-Fox 


production and = re- 
lease. Features Warner Oland, Poris Kare 
lofi. Directed by H. Lruce Humberstone. 
Sereen play, Scott Darling, Cherles 8. 
Belcen; from story by Bess Meredyth; based 
on character created by Earl Derr Big- 
gers: libretto, William Kernell: orchestra- 
tions, Charles Maxwell; camera, Lucien 
Andrict. At Palace, N. Y¥., on double bill, 


Dec. 4, °S6. Running tiie, 6s mins, 


eg! a eT ee ee = Warner Oland 
Se  S, 2c aS o det wah geeeee Leris Karloff 
ON ye OT Pere pero, Oe, Keye Luke 
UN EERE 6 co ws a 6's boa ot Charlotte Henry 
PIE MENS ogists koe eh ed .thomas Beck 
Mme. Lilli Rochelle......Margaret Irving 
Barico. Barelli = ......vis.eets Gregory Gaye 
Mme. Lucretia Barelli.....Nedda Harrigan 
Bae “WH RAO ca 2 3 Oe ca ...Frank Conroy 
Inspector. Kegan ......-.+8 ses Guy Usher 
Beret...“ ROuy Fe s.0 dees Willian: Demarest 
Mr Arnone. cos Picts .-Maurice Cass 
| Morris ar Tom McGuire 
Chan’s interminable saga in this 
instalment gets a shot in the arm 


| 
' 


~ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





| 


and the film carries no | 


| As a cross between a 


| Meredyih’s 
|} stone’s direction is fluent. 


| item for the duals and 


whicn eifectively dispels any chances 
of monotony. It is the creation of a 
co-icaiure role, with Boris Karloff 
to play it. Darling-Belden screen 
play is concisely packaged from Bess 
material, and Humber- 
‘Charlie 
Chan at the Opera’ thus is a strong 
wiih a stage 
unit, say, could make the sraae okay 
on its own. 

Being set in an opera house, the 
action is more complicated than in 
previous Chan stories and serves as 
an additional befuddlement for the 
tvro slcuths in the audience. Back- 
stance nooks and crannies further- 
more provide the nroper spook at- 
10snohere for Karloff to flit around 
in, while Levant’s ‘Carnival’ is being 
rendered onsiage. 

Scenario on the whole took plenty 
of cognizance of Karloff and fully 
warrants his presence, aside from 
the’ marouee weight he may have. 
nadinan and 


|}an amnesia victim, Karloff plays a 


| role right dywn his alley. 


Aad 20th 


| doesn’t let the audience forget who 


Conn | 


are. Frenkenstein?’ 


’ 


“= it: Thera ns 


‘e there's a remark 
» you think you 


Oland’s role is without variation 

from his previous assignments, and 

*. aseye Luke, as 

C-23 1 nice job again. 

Voire and mrinnerisms are a pretty 

good match for Oland’s pseudo-Ori- 
entalism. 

Supporting cast works well, with 
Margaret Irving as the diva who 
sets murdered, Nedda Harrigan as 
the menace, and William Demarest 
as a dumb cop. drawing the longest 
footase. Clues are fairly weil con- 
cealed, except that the evil-doer is 
billed as Lucretia. which may be a 
partial give-away to these who con- 
nect the monnicker with Borgia his- 
tory. 

Photo*ravhy and mounting are up 
to snuff, while the musical end, 
purely a sidelight, is adequate. 

Edga, 


| im Lied, Ein Kuss, Ein 
Maedel 


(‘A Song, A Kiss, A Girl’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 

Charles Unger production and release, 
Features Martha Eggerth, Gustav Froehe 
lich. Directed by Geza von Bolvary. Mu. 
é6ic, Robert Stolz. At Casino, N. Y., on 
double bill, Dee. 11-17, "36. tunning time, 
28 mins, 








Peter Franke...,+ee.+....Gustavy Froehlich 
Adolph Muenzer...... .... Fritz Gruenbaum 
Wally Somner.............Martha Eggerth 
Asth Walden: gsscscccecess si Gret!l Theimer 


Paul Koch, .cccesceese: 
Fritz Sturm.....6..++.+...-Anton Pointner 
BUPROP «.ccvovcccccesdcctesceses Oscar Sima 
Kurleander eisccccecsessceces Paul Morgan 


Tibor von Halmay 


(In German) 


If all unnecessary German footage 
were laid end to end, it would repre- 
sent a staggering waste of produc- 
tion. This item is a particular case 
in point.- It runs 98 minutes on a 
yarn that could have been told twice 
as well and convincingly in 75. But 
after the flapdoodle is unspun, it 
manages -to evolve into a_ typical 
Teutonic comedy of average rating. 

Martha Eggerth and Gustav Froeh- 
lich represent the little Cinderella 
who wants to be an actress and the 
rich lad_ in disguise, ceapensver, 
Froehlich gets his gal with an old 
wheeze, which, as staged here, still 
has some starch left in it. He buys 
out the entire house on premiere 
night and thus convinces Miss Eg- 
gerth that she’s no actress because 
the pews are all empty. Froehlich 
is by now a veteran in this type of 
role, and displays the ease that 
comes- with experience. Miss Eg- 
gerth has. rolling eyes, shapely gams 
and a fair voice. 

Robert Stolz has written some 
catchy ditties, which Dajos Beia and 
his orchestra render with consider- 
able gusto. Numbers are repeated 
enough to soak in. 

In the supporting cast, Tibor von 
Halmay uncorks a pair of neat ec- 
centric dances that register 
laughs. Fritz Gruenbaum. as an a.k. 
uncle, gets restraint and finesse into 
his part. 

Von Bolvary's direction on the 
whole passes muster. Much less can 
be said for the shearing. While the 
waste celluloid is preserved to the 
last inch, the essential portions are 
frequently clipped in the middle to 
| shift the action. This trick was 
|}abandoned long ago by most other 
foreign producers 





Camera work bad in that too 
much background material invari- 
ably appears in the closeups. and 


| thus befuddies the eye off the essen- 
|} tials. Sound deserves ditto cellar 
rating. Edga. 
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All the facts you _— to know to put this Big Cecil B. De Mille 
production in the” Cimarron”,"Covered Wagon top grosser class 
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A picture is only as great as its stars. “The Plains- 























man” has one of the most powerful star teams in 
pictures leading its huge cast. Gary Cooper's name 
on any marquee is pure box-office gold, as has 
been proved time and time again. And it would 
take a mighty absent-minded exhibitor to forget 
. how Gary scored with Jean Arthur in “Mr. Deeds 
Goes to Town”. Here we have those two stars in 
what those who have seen the previews insist are 
by far their grandest roles Gary tops anything he 
has done, even “The Virginian” and “Lives of a 
Bengal Lancer”. And Jean reaches heights seldom 
attained by any actress in her delineation of that 
These two 
could make any picture successful. They place 
this picture in a class by itself. 


whirlwind heroine, Calamity Jane. 








has tremendous 
Production Power 





Cecil B. DeMille productions have always been 
big... the biggest in the industry. “The Plainsman” 
is, in this sense, a typical DeMille production. I1 
has a cast of thousands (ninety-three players actu- 
ally have speaking parts). Replicas of old Civil 
War St. Louis, ot Deadwood, have the accuracy in 
detail, the historical reality for which the master 
showman is noted. And when a whole tribe of 
Indians charge a whole regiment of cavalrymen... 
they charge. The battle scenes are among the most 
spectacular ever filmed. This picture, in every 
sense, is the kind that fills the screen... that has 
people talking about a big show. li took months of 
preparation and study before DeMille started the 
cameras grinding. And it looks it. 
is in the same class as 
Covered Wagon.” 


“The Plainsman” 
“Cimarron” and “The 
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has tremendous 
Story Power.... 





DeMille has had the courage to make this story 
real... the Cavalry charge in... but they charge 
in too late...a gal gets her man... but she gets 
him too late... the hero dies in the end, as he did 
in history ... but when he dies he makes “ The 
Plainsman” one of the grandest thrills the moving 
picture audiences have ever seen. Without sacrifi- 
cing...yes...in fact, adding to the box-office of the 
yarn, he has made the feud between Wild Bill 
Hickok and Lattimer, gun-running self-appointed 
lord of the plains, so real you want to get in there 
along side Bill and fight it out with Lattimer your- 
self. They have made the love story of Wild Bill 
and Calamity so real you walk out of the theatre 
feeling as if you knew them both. It makes the fight 
between the white settlers and the Indians so real 
you wake up at night and see Yellow Hand's men 
thundering right over the bed post. But you get 
the idea... IT’S SOME STORY... 


What key Exhibitors say: 








has tremendous 
Exploitation Power 


Cecil B. DeMille has recently become as great a 
name in radio as in pictures. His Lux hour braad- 
casts have established him as a power in radio. 
And, of course, he has thus been able to sell “The 
Plainsman” for you to millions of radio listeners. 
Key city newspapers are carrying Lux ads featur- 
ing "The Plainsman”. Paramount has prepared a 
cooperative newspaper campaign for the key 
cities. But the grandest exploitation stunt of all is 
the great Boy Scout tieup for “The Plainsman”. 
Advertisements in Boys Life, official Scout maga-- 
zine, tell the story. Simply it is this: Paramount 
has offered grand prizes of two trips to Europe and 
12 trips to the National Scout Jamboree in Wash- 
ington to the Boy Scouts who turn in the best 
100-word review of a character or episode in 
"The Plainsman”’. This means 2,500,000 Scouts 
are backing “The Plainsman” for you! 


t 
{ 
} 





JOHN BALABAN, Balaban and Katz 
Theatres, Chicago. Paramount has 
another epoch-making picture in “The 
Plainsman”, At a midnight preview at 
the Roosevelt Theatre a houseful of 
men and women repeatedly applauded 
and cheered its suspenseful thrills. It 
has the scope of The Covered Wagon” 
and the dramatic intensity and romantic 
appeal of “The Virginian” and possesses 
an absorbing American background of 
interest to men, women and children. 
All praise to DeMille who has given the 
industry a real-red blooded American 
drama and a positive box-office smash. 


M. J.MULLINS and SAM PINANSKI, 
M. and P. Theatres, Boston. All our 
district managers, managers of greater 


Boston, and members of the home office . 


had the pleasure of seeing “The Plains- 
man” at the Fenway Theatre, Tuesday. 
They were unanimous in their opinion 
the picture is one of the finest that ever 
came off the Paramount lot and in the 
same class with “The Virginian” Ex- 
hibitors I talked with are of the same 
opinion, believing unanimously Para- 
mount has a great picture which should 
smash box-office records. We have 
booked “The Plainsman” in all our im- 
portant stations for New Year's week. 


BOB O'DONNELL, Interstate Thea- 
tres, Dallas. “The Plainsman” sets a 
new pace for outdoor epics. Cecil B. 
DeMille has given the screen another 
masterpiece. 








BOB WILBY, Wilby and Kincey 
Theatres, Birmingham. “The Plains- 
man” is a real money picture. I have 
had it screened for all my managers and 
they concur with me on this statement. 


B. D. COCKRILL, Denham Theaire, 
Denver. We cannot hold our enthusi- 
asms in check any longer. Hats off to 
Paramount and De Mille. “Plainsman” 
preview audience held spellbound. 
“The Piainsman” takes its place at the 
head of all outdoor romances in the 
opinion of Denham staff and of myself. 
Top grosses for 1937 is our prediction 
for “The Plainsman”. 


“1- 


| 


with James Ellison-Charles Bickford-Helen Burgess: Porter Hall-Directed by Cecil B. DeMille-A Paramount Picture 
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GARY COOPER and JEAN ARTHUR in 
CECIL B. DeMILLE’S “THE PLAINSMAN” 
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Show Biz in Colonies Hard Hit 
Due to Uncertainty, but OK Now 





Sydney, Dec. 15. | 


Although, as was to be expected, | 
the abdication did stun the populace 
temporarily, business isn’t beyond 
the usual pre-Yuletide slump. If the 
newsreels are any criterion, the de- 
parted monarch is as popular as the 
new King George VI. Latter is being 
enthusiastically acclaimed at theatres 
whenever newsreel shots are pro-~| 
jected and, similarly, King Edward | 
VIII is seemingly still strong in the 
hearts of his countrymen down 
under. 

Of course, the greatest shock was | 





the relative suddenness of it all, as, | 
unlike the general world press—par- 
ticularly the outspoken American 
newspapers—the Colonial as well as 
the native British newspapers weren't 
prepared for any startling schism in 
the reign until within the past fort- 
night or so. However, general feel- 
ing, in show biz and otherwise, is one 
of optimism. 





Seuth Africa Unaffected 


Capetown, Dec. 15. 
Abdication of the king is not af- 
fecting show business in South 
Africa, It’s about the same, consider- 
ing the imminence of Xmas. 








However, it did come quite as a 
shock to the man in the street who, 
unlike other parts of the world, had 
had no inkling of it at all until quite 
suddenly. 





Winnipeg Slumps 
Winnipeg, Dec. 15. 
Reports from main stem theatres 
indicate a general session of crepe- 
hanging since Tuesday, due to the 
abdication. Biz pretty low because 


of extra local pressure put on the | 


buy-early campaigns. The abdication 
news was the final touch. 

Grosses lower at loops and nabes 
than last January after death of 
King George. Legits and niteries’ 
grosses, although low due to Christ- 
mas, didn’t suffer badly, niteries up- 
ping takes, if anything. 





Montreal Very Affected 


Montreal, Dec. 12. 

All last week with all Montreal 
hanging over radio to listen at all 
hours of day and night to the latest 
bulletins on the abdication, the 
average theatre and cabaret fan 
stayed home, since little if any 
of this material was re-broadcast by 
the entertainment houses to their 
audiences. This undoubtedly hit 
grosses, but not so much as might be 
imagined since, with a flock of dif- 
ferent rumors each night, interest 
slackened to some exieni. Difference 
in time also helped; 8 p. m. here 
meant 1 a. m. the next morning in 
London. / 

An instance will show the general 
effect. Friday (11), the night of 
broadcast and re-broadcast of the 
former king’s farewell address to 
the Empire, the Junior League dance 
here at the Windsor Hotel had an 
attendance of 800, which is big for 
this city and for this social regis- 
terite function. All theatres on main 
street were nearly empty at five 
o’clock when first broadcast came 
through, but filled up later and were 
on the average half full for the last 
show. Cabarets and niteries were 
much less affected, since at 11 p. m., 
Montreal time, it was all over for 
the night here. In all vaude and re- 
view shows in Montreal there was 
absolutely no reference to the abdi- 
cation at any time since the news 
broke. Neighborhood houses did 
rather better biz than average due 
to fact that people felt they were 
nearer home in case of big news. 

Hurried assembling of library clips 
dealing with the activities of former 
King Edward and his_ successor, 
George VI, sent grosses rocketing 
over the weekend, irrespective of ac- 


companying stage and screen fare. 
SA Genera observation was that, until 
he final parting moment, Edward 


was still the beloved King and 
the Parlimentary approval of his 
brother as successor to the throne 
made little difference to loyal ad- 
mirers of Edward. 

The attendant lobby ballyhoo and 
last-minute advertising of newsreels 


showing the former King and the 
new monarch who replaced him 
brought steady line-ups, the chief 
thought being that this was the iast 
opportunity perhaps to see their 
popular King again on the screen 
before he stepped dow 

throne. Gauge of the 


of Edward. No clips included Mrs. 
Simpson. 

Strangely enough, only one first- 
run theatre broadcast Edward’s fare- 
well message to his people. This last- 
minute arrangement was rushed 
through in a tie-up with Marconi by 
Gene Curtis, manager of Loew’s, in 
which the screen schedule was 
changed so that a short ended just 
before the transatlantic broadcast 
from the stage brought some 3,000 
people voluntarily to their feet, the 
audience remaining standing through- 
out the eight minutes of Edward’s 


| address and the playing of ‘God Save 


the King’ by the pit-band. Painful 
scene was broken by sobs from the 
audience. Backstage, line-girls and 
actors were openly weeping at the 
import of the historic message. 





Vancouver’s Effect 
Vancouver, B. C., Dec. 15. 


Theatre grosses are just beginning 
to creep back to normal after being 
fairly hard hit by the news of the 
abdication of Edward VIII and the 
preceding period of uncertainty. Day 
of abdication showed theatre takings 
down 50% under normal, according 
to managers. 

Despite the fact that the ex-king’s 
broadcast was at 2 p.m. Vancouver 
time, radio receivers were installed 
in all theatre lobbies, department 
stores, restaurants, etc. 

Niteries and dancehalls were simi- 
larly hit. 


King Edward VIII Now 
Rates No. 1 Newsreel 


The Great Britain situation is 
deemed the No. 1 newsreel story of 











1936 although the actual footage 
used by U. S. newsreels in covering 
all phases may be surpassed by the 
national election campaign, spring 
floods in the east, and the Spanish 
civil war. Most newsreel editors had 
tabbed the presidential election and 
Spain’s strife as vieing for top hon- 
ors until the Simpson-Edward affair 
cracked the headlines, causing a 
thorough revision of estimates. 

Even before Edward abdicated, the 
newsreels figured that the affair 
might easily top the Roosevelt re- 
election victory in interest. 

Paramount news staff, headed by 
A. J, Richard, had just finished com- 
piling a list of 15 most important 
world-wide screen news events when 
the Simpson case burst into such 
prominence, causing revision of top 
spot. Previous to that, England as 
locale for important news of the year, 
ranked fourth in Par’s compilation 
with coverage of King George’s death 
and ascension of Edward to the 
throne. This newsreel ranked the 
execution of Bruno Richard Haupt- 
mann as fifth in importance, while 
the spring floods were rated sixth. 

Universal newsreel, through 
Charles E,. Ford, editor-in-chief, 
picked the Johnston flood coverage 
as the ace pictures of 1936. It was 
explained that U’s selection were 
based on the amount of appeal to 
the audience. The tabbed flood 
scenes were the most dramatic and 
hence the most appealing of the year. 
Though too early to really judge, 
Universal’s newsreel chief figured 
that the King’s abdication and the 
Simpson affair might crowd the flood 
scenes for laurels. 


| Mrs. Simpson’s Balto 


Home to Be ‘Museum’ 





| 








Baltimore, Dec. 15. 


Three-story house on near-north- 
| side in which Mrs. Simpson was 
|raised changed ownership twice last 
week. Now controlled by corpora- 
| tion, with holders’ identities veiled 
behind realty firm fronting for ’em. 
Just what will be disposition of 
property undecided as yet. Owners, 
speaking from behind mask of 
realty office, admit property may be 
turned into a ‘museum.’ Admission 
would be charged curious who want 
to peek at the interior. Rooms, it 
|is understood, would be redecorated 
in pre-war style of spot when was 
| Mrs. Simpson’s home. 
| Owners further say if the ‘museum’ 








she weds Mr. Windsor and ever re- | 
turns to her home loam. 

Bert Nevin,. pa. for Palisades 
Amusement Park, Fort Lee, N. J. 
was left out in the chill on his an- 
nounced interest in transporting 
house brick by brick to the park up 
on the Hudson River. Understood 
Nevin is now interested in getting 
the small frame two-story house in 
which Mrs. Simpson was born up in 
Blue Ridge Mts. of Md. That would 
probably suit Palasades Park pur- 
poses better than town house here. 
Not only is the birthplace likely to 
prove easy to remove to another lo- 
cation, but, judging photos of house, 
its smallness, simplicity and log 
cabin-like appearance would lend 
much to exploitation angles. 


English Actors 
Give Farewell 


As Xmas Gifts 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 


Town is flooded with recordings of 
farewell broadcast by ex-King Ed- 
ward. Department stores are selling 
platters at $1.50 through ads in 
dailies. 

Nearly every transcription house 
in city waxed farewell and reported 
swamped with orders. 

English actors in film colony buy- 
ing them for Christmas gifts. 











Texas’ Canned Speech 
Houston, Dec. 15. 

Majestic scored a scoop here this 
week by running a recording of the 
king’s abdication speech. Recording 
was made from the broadcast by 
Steele Advertising Agency, Inc., and 
peddled to Interstate Amus. Co., for 
use as a stunt. Ray Jones, Majestic 
manager, spliced together recent 
newsreel shots of the king, Mrs. 
Simpson, and the Duke of York and 
is running them silent, accompanied 
by ‘the speech that was heard ’round 
the world.’ 

The record is unusually clear and 
distinct and sounds better than the 
actual broadcast, 

Shots of Wally that preceded the 
recording drew boos from the first- 
showing crowd Saturday (12), while 
Edward’s pix brought down the 
house. York received only mild ap- 
plause. 


DUTCH ROYAL WEDDING 
HAS THE HAGUE AGOG 


The Hague, Dec. 15. 

Wedding of Crown Princess Juli- 
ana to the German Prince Bernhard 
Zur Lippe-Biesterfeld on Jan. 1, 1937, 
is expected to draw 1,000,000 people 
to The Hague. Figure augurs a ter- 
rific session for theatricals and con- 
cessionaires. 

Similar to plans in Britain for the 
coronation, local promoters are busy 
selling seats along the route to be 
traveled by the regal twain. News- 
reelers are also among those anxious 
for space, as are the Dutch radio sta- 
tions, lining up for one co-operative 
broadcast. ° 

Couple will take a three-mile drive 
from the Royal Palace to St. James’ 
church. Stretch will be well cov- 
ered by pews for the curious. Prices 
range from $40 to $100, latter for 
particularly advantageous _ spots. 
Newsreel companies are _ being 
soaked plenty, paying the highest 
prices for a location right next to 
the church door, Press attendance is 
being limited and camera crews are 
strictly verboten from the church 
proper. 

Only one spot adjacent to the 
church is available fur radio stations, 
so the boys are getting together all 
along the route and letting one han- 
dle it from the church steps in a co- 
operative broadcast. 











Five Days a King 





Berlin, Dec. 7. 
New play about Otto Witte, Dus- 











seldorf legit actor who reigned as 
| King of Albania for five days jn 1913, 
| will be produced at the Municipal 
| Theater, Erfurt, shortly. 

Witte became a strolling player be- 


n from the | idea is not adopted, site may be held | fore the war and wandered through 
applause | vacant for possible eventual occu-| Europe, Asia and Africa as a con-|and an 


showed this preponderantly in favor | pancy by Mrs. Simpson if and when | jurer and entertainer. 
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(Continued from page 1) 


Saturday of the new king, but re- 
turned to normal again Saturday 
night and over the weekend, with 
the announcement that the Corona- 
tion date would be unchanged. 

Christmas shopping took a tre- 
mendous spurt and advance theatre 
bookings have resumed a bit better 
than usual. Abdication and ascen- 
sion already are off the front page 
and the nine-day wonder is all over. 

Stock prices maintained their 
parity throughout, as did the rate of 
exchange. 

All theatres now are enjoying 
healthy pre-Xmas takings. Even the 
‘Marigold’ revival at the Royalty is 
doing splendidly and ‘Young Madame 
Conti,’ scheduled to close Saturday, 
took enough of a spurt so that Benn 
W. Levvy is prolonging the run. 

The case of Gorringes, local news 
distributors, snipping out pages of 
Time magazine, containing the early 
Mrs. Simpson reports, before distrib- 
uting is, of course, welI known by 
now to U. S. newsmen. This, too, 
was part of the circumspect British 
news attitude towards anything 
anent the royal family. 

When the Chicago Tribune ran a 
Mrs. Simpson story with a London 
dateline—after having run many 
others from a presumably 100% 
American source—the Chi Trib local 
bureau was reprimanded. 

[Anent this, American newsmen 
think that this explains the N. Y. 
Daily News’ ‘rough’ editorial attitude 
against Edward upon his abdication. 
The, News and the Chi Trib are affil- 
iates. The News’ editorial fetched:a 
follow-up, explaining the readers’ 
many complaints, But a follow-up 
editorial merely re-emphasized some 
of the points. Yesterday (Tuesday) 
the N. Y. tab devoted its entire vox 
pop space to 100% indignation let- 
ters from readers, including an en- 
dorsement of Boake Carter’s CBS 
broadcast pan on the tabloid. The 
daily made no defensive comment to 
these tirades.] 





The American Stance 
The British press’ behavior like 
the proverbial ostrich, was explained 





in America that ‘supreme imperial 
interests were involved.’ To this, 
Joseph Driscoll of the N. Y. Herald 
Tribune replied in a copyrighted 
cable that ‘this sounds very well in- 
deed, except for the fact that Fleet 
Street, no less than the American 
press, realized months ago that su- 
preme imperial interests were in- 
volved, and that King Edward was 
involved in more than a mere love 
affair — in something that could 
shake the world’s soundest mon- 
archy to its core and perhaps im- 


peril the whole caste system of 
England.’ 
Further, Driscoll observed: ‘The 


British pride themselves on pos- 
sessing a free press, That is perfectly 
true, The fact is, however, that the 
views of any government in any 
crisis above party politics find ready 
acceptance among the press lords, 
who impose censorship of their own 
which is doubly effective for being 
‘voluntary’,’ 

Indications are that there were 
many who felt the King was too 
liberal for them and made use of 
the Simpson case to railroad a King 
who was altogethér too democratic. 
This was stated by Charles Seldin 
in the N. Y. Times, who said that 
many members of Parliament felt 
that, even if he gave up Mrs. Simp- 
son, ‘he would still be single and 
stubborn and contemptuous of the 
many traditions of kingship, which 
they consider vital to the continued 
success oi the British constitutional 
monarchial system.’ 

Publicity buildup for the Duke of 
York was begun as soon as the 
Simpson news was published by the 
British press. Both Ferdinand Kuhn 
of the N. Y. Times and Driscoll of 
the N. Y. Herald Trib regarded the 
censorship as bad. Kuhn said: 

‘To millions upon millions in 
Britain the shock of this crisis will 
be more staggering because they 
have been so unprepared for it. They 
have heard nothing of Mrs. Simpson 
until the, last few days. The volun- 
tary censorship which the Times to- 
night called ‘wise,’ but which is re- 
garded elsewhere as 





situation from newspapers.’ 
Driscoll’s view was, ‘Had the British 
press been permitted all along to 
|fulfill its natural duty of keeping 
the public informed on important 
current events, the shock of the 
Ming’s romance with the American- 
born commoner and double divorcee 
might have been eased considerably, 
informed public opinion 
imight have assisted both the King 





foolish and | 
futile, has kept all mention of the | 


and Prime Minister Baldwin to ar. 
rive at some happy compromise 
without stirring up the fuss of this 
week. 

Indications that the press was be- 
ginning to regret its silence were 
shown after the abdication. Beaver- 
brook’s papers condemned it. A Low 
cartoon captioned ‘Public Opinion’ 
showed a man reading a news- 
paper. 

The entire handling of the Simpson 
case by the British press provides a 
direct analogy to the recent election 
campaign here in which most of the 
newspapers which were owned by 
conservative publishers distorted the 
news to suit their own ends, The dif- 
ference was that the President had 
the constitutional privilege of the 
radio, something forbidden to King 
Edward, 

Cable and wireless companies in 
America reported that the abdication 
news gave them the busiest days 
since the war, and the actual date 
of the abdication parred the news of 
the armistice signing in 1918. In 
addition, transatlantic telephone 
communication was extremely heavy. 

‘Of Thee I Sing’ Up Again 
Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Figuring that the ‘romance of the 
century’ can’t be touched for 100 
years, and that it would be a shame 
to let all that Windsor-Simpson pub- 
licity go as a dead loss, sent all 
parties interested in ‘Of Thee I 
Sing’ into a huddle to see what 
chance there was to throw the old 
Pulitzer prize-winner into circula- 
tion again. 

Reports of bobbies in London giv- 
ing mobs the bum’s rush on the ‘God 
Save The King—From_ Baldwin’ 
thing, and then standing at atten- 
tion as soon as mobs began singing 
the national anthem, has deadly par- 
allels in the wrestling scene in ‘Sing.’ 

Piece that campaigned to put love 
in the White House has never shown 
in London, having been considered 
too screwy for overseas audiences, 
Also figured too fast for pix. 

But with recent buildup from 
Downing Street and Fort Belvedere, 
Messrs. Morrie Ryskind, George S. 
Kaufman, George and Ira Gershwin, 
and Sam H. Harris figure they wont’ 
have to hand out glossaries with the 
programs. 

‘Only trouble,’ said Morrie Ryskin, 
now a writer-producer at Universal, 
‘is that it looks as if present regal 
setup has topped all our gags.’ 

Others interested argue that since 
present parties and their material 
can’t be used because of British cen- 
sorial n.g. of any royalty this side 
of Queen Victoria, ‘Of Thee I Sing’s’ 
deadly parallels would be a cleanup. 


CANADIAN CAPITAL 
SHOCKED: RECOVERS 


Ottawa, Dec. 15. 

As the capital of one of the big 
Dominions of the British Empire, 
Ottawa was more intensely interest- 
ed in the constitutional crisis revolv- 
ing around the continued occupation 
of the throne by King Edward or 
otherwise. One of the businesses to 
be hard hit locally by the question 
was the amusement trade, already in 
the doldrums because of Christmas 
shopping. The frequent radio broad- 
casts prior to actual abdication had 
the effect of keeping the theatres al- 
most empty and several of the 
amusement houses hit a new low 
Friday afternoon and night because 
of the King’s farewell message and 
other radio messages. 

With the air cleared and the pros- 
pect of political disturbance removed, 
local theatres came back with 4 bang 
on Saturday to register much better 
than average business in the pre- 
Xmas season. Patrons were gay and 
lighthearted following the evidently 
satisfactory solution of the show- 
down. 

The slump in patronage was even 
more apparent than on the occasion 
last winter when almost constant 
broadcasts gave news of the rescue 
efforts for the miners imprisoned for 
well over a week in old mine shaft 
in Nova Scotia and kept people from 
both work and play for days. On 
Friday night last, when the King’s 
farewell was re-broadcast, grosses at 
| Ottawa theatres slumped to less than 
| half of normal. 

Ottawa exhibitors received a break, 
| however, when announcement came 
that, under the statutes of the Do- 
minion, Monday, Dec. 14, would be 
a Government holiday in observance 
of the birthday of the new King, 
George VI. This meant that the many 
| (Continued on page 25) 
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PIX SUBJECTS 
FROM ALL OVER 


‘King Edward VIII’ continued to 





pile up a surprisingly large number | 


of playdates last week. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Tied to the King 


St. Louis. 

Anticipating abdication of Edward 
VIII as King of England, Fanchon 
& Marco booked in ‘King in Exile’ 
for Missouri theatre Wednesday (9) 
for opening two days later and then 
set out to give it one of best radio 
exploitation campaigns any pix has 
had in this burg in many moons. 


As radio was quickest way to inform | 
. | public of screen attraction Kurtzman | 
Original! Agency, Ine., headed by Charles E, 


order of prints had to be trebled in| Kurtzman, was asked to direct job, 
size, with more than 80 prints actual-| and total of 256 spot announcements 


ly in circulation this week, 
Universal officials figure its un- 
diminished popularity probably 


is 


due to the fact that the the whole| 


reel stresses that Edward 


good guy.’ 





Fassio’s Short 
Chicago, Dec. 15. 

Hal O'Halloran of WLS, the 
Prairie, Farmer station, will do the 
spieling in the ‘Romance of a Cen- 
tury’ short being produced by B. C. 
Fassio, indie Detroit producer. ‘Ro- 
mance’ is an Edward VIII-Mrs. Wally 
Simpson story. 





Newman’s Scoop 
London, Dec. 6. 

Widgey Newman, indie producer, 
got a big scoop when King Edward 
gave him permission to shoot the 
interior of Westminster Abbey and 
the Coronation throne for a film 
called ‘Our Royal Heritage,’ profits 
of which are going to the King 
George Memorial Fund. Maybe that’s 
why he got a permit, because it’s 
never been done before. 

Newsreels are hoping this will 
establish a precedent for their hopes 
of filming the Coronation ceremony, 
final decision not yet having been 
made. 


H’WOOD GOING FOR 
CORONATION ANYWAY 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Abdication of King Edward will 
have some small effect on the plans 
of Hollywood folk planning to be in 
England for the coronation of King 
George VI. With the studios plan- 
ning heavy production, only a small 
number of British players are figur- 
ing on eliminating the trip, wanting 
the coin instead. The Americans 
wanna go regardless. 

Willie Wyler, who intended re- 
maining in London for the Corona- 
tion, was called back by Sam Gold- 
wyn. Merle Oberon will remain for 
it with Miriam Hopkins wanting to 
go if possible. Hal Wallis will be 
the only Warner Bros. exec visitor 
to the ceremonies thus far. 

Others currently defyiite on going 
are Eric Blore, Edward Everett Hor- 
ton, Victor McLaglen. Madeleine 
Carroll may go over, as probably 
also Elizabeth Allen, Benita Hume, 
the Earl of Warwick (Michael 
Brooke) and probably Margot Gra- 
hame, 

However, the American mob who 
had all been speaking about going 
are putting a damper on their plans, 
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was af} 
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| 


}j}at Penn. 


| house, 
| presence of Ben Bernie and his stage 


were arranged; 45 day prior to open- 
ing, 72 on epening day, 53 second 
day and 86 on third day, all over 
local stations “MOX, KSD, WIL and 
KWK. 

Best part came when, after King’s 
farewell message, local announcers 
came on with ‘What will the ex-King 
do now? What does the future hold 
for Britain and the ex-King? See 
the prediction in ‘Love in Exile’ at 
the Missouri theatre today and all 
week for the feature opens with the 
King’s abdication.’ 

In addition to the almost continu- 
ous radio plugging, George Byron, 
pop newstator, singer and m. c. 
Ambassador theatre. another F&M 
idle currently because of 


show, was pressed into service. He 
visited each of seven F&M houses 
three times daily and made a two- 
minute announcement on the pix. 

Seven local radio announcers also 
appeared in the 22 
by F&M making similar plugs. In- 
creased newspaper space was bought 
for intimate copy about ex-King and 
Wally including teaser text about 
what future may hold for former 
monarch and his lady love. 

Success of campaign was reflected 
by opening at Missouri, best house 
has experienced in eight months. 

But no one seems to have used 


Col’s ‘The King Steps Out.’ 





‘Pennies’ and Plug 


Pittsburgh. 

Joe Feldman, Warners’ advertis- 
ing director, pulled a corker in con- 
nection with ‘Three Men on a Horse’ 
Twisted Joe Flynn’s old 
Chi stunt for legit version by cor- 
ralling flicker cricks of three dailies, 
Karl Krug of Sun-Telegraph, Kas- 
par Monahan of Press and Harold 
W. Cohen, of Post-Gazette, and hav- 
ing the trio bulbed atop a teamster’s 
plug. 

Photograph broke in all the papers 
day of film’s opening and then Feld- 
man used it again in follow-up the- 
atrical ad quoting raves from the 
journalistic lads. 

Harry Bernstein, of Columbia, set 
flock of natural tie-ups for ‘Pennies 
from Heaven’ for date at Alvin. Had 
practically every business establish- 
ment in downtown sector plugging 
the comedy along the line ‘you get 
pennies from heaven when you buy 
at so-and-so’s,’ had GE distributing 
herald handouts in this vein week 
before picture opened and got spe- 
cial programs on every radio station 
in town devoted exclusively to film’s 
score. 





Spreading 
Loew's Moviegoer, fan mag for 
theatre distribution, is spreading. 


The December issue reached 250,000 
circulation in 36 theatres, with 10 
houses added in January with an 
additional 75,000 copies. This will 
include Newark. 


at | 


| 
nabes operated | 





February will see the sheet in 
Washington, Baltimore and a number 
of New England spots with an up to 
| 500,000 copies with the eventual aim 
-| some 40 cities and 2,000,000 copies. 


now figuring the event will not be as 
colorful as it would have been with 
the coronation of King Edward. 





Ottawa Recovers 











(Continued from page 24) 





Government offices, schools, banks 
and financial offices would close for 
the day. The only fly in the vaseline 
was that the 24-hour notice caught 
the theatre managers unprepared 
and there was no time in which to 
build up the customary holiday pro- 
§ram. Box office returns on the sud- 
den holiday helped to make up for 





some of the slump of the previous 
week, however, 

Another interesting angle to the 
Ottawa situation was the fact that 
the Government took no official ac- 
tion in the way of censoring news| 
clips of ex-King Edward or Mrs. 
Simpson, The latter had not been 
Seen in newsreels, but Fox Movie-| 
ys was able to rush out exclusives | 
i Edward and Wally filmed during 

eir holiday trip to the Mediter- 
Tanean last summer. These had evi-! 
dently been held back by the com- 
pany but were released without re- 
orgy in Canada for the week of 
PB reaction of audiences was in- 
coke res During the crisis the news- 
i Ss owed Edward visiting the un- 
mployed in Wales and these were 


| gave him a 


|of the previous Duke 


Sheet now has a mail subscription. 





New Angle 


With most of the world talking, 
the Lido, | 
Bronx house. tied the Simpson inci- | 


about it, Fd Siegal, of 
dent to ‘Nine Days a Queen’ with 
the query ‘Will Wally Simpson ever 
become a queen?’ 

This was before the answer was 
known, and a lot of people -were at- 
tracted to the Pilbean picture who 


might otherwise have passed it up. 


Toys for Admish 
Portland, Ore 
All major downtown spots 
child bringing a doll or other toy, 
new or old, to the boxoffice. Toys 
are given to the city firemen for re- 
pair and redistribution. Stunt builds 
good will and also helps to sell a 
number of tickets to adults. 


received in complete silence although 
normally the appearance of the mon- 
arch on the screen is the signal for 
applause in Imperialistic Ottawa. 
Following the news of his abdication, 
however, audiences on Saturday 
salvo. »xchanges 
missed a bet when they did not im- 
mediately shoot out even old shots 
»9§ York who 


suddenly became King. 


gave | 
| free admish on Saturday (12) to any 





| Added Riches 


| a 


Spokane, Dec. 

Height of something 

reached the other night 

referee silenced packed 

torium before main event of 

wrestling card to give ‘im- 
portant announcement.’ 


15. 
was 
when 
audi- 


‘The winner of the next bout 
will not only get the winner’s 
purse,” he yelled. ‘He will also 
be given by Orpheum theatre’ 

pause—‘one free reserved seat 
to see “Tarzan Escapes.’ 











Something New 
San Francisco. 
Chronicle, morning daily, liked the 
oils of ‘Rembrandt’ which frame the 
lobby of the United Artists Theatre 
here, so much that a staff photog- 
rapher took pictures of them and of 
James Buck of the theatre’s art de- 


partment. 
Paper used a three-column art 
layout and a feature story on Buck 


and his work. This is believed to be 
the first time a theatre artist ever 
had his picture in a_ paper 
Mike Moloney, theatre flack, 
plenty of salvos on the spread. 


| ) 


| whose 


here. | 
got | 


The Last Word 


Just about the final word in press 
books is the volume issued by the 
heads of the projected New York 
fair. Designed chiefly for forward- 
ing to those in foreign countrie 
interest is desired and e 
copy is personally autographed by 
Grover Whalen. It is so large that it 
takes two men and a boy to read it, 
but it is the last word in typography. 


color printing and halftone work. 
Sumptuous is the only word that 
fits. 

Clearly a costly production, but 


worth the expense in the impression 


it will make on the recipients. And 
the text is as good as the press- 
work. It’s restrained, but optimis- 
tic, hitting just the right note. 
Zukor Manual 
Paramount, through Herb Roth's 
publicity department, has _ issued 


what is probably the first exploita- 
tion manual for an individual. It is 
an elaborate but strictly busines; 
text-on getting publicity locally for 
Par’s national drive on the Zukor 
anniversary, with stunts suggested. 
copy supplied and sugge for 
tying in the local house. 

It’s not only a careful job, but a 
highly presentable one, with red and 
silver cover and red and black 
the insite pages. It looks 


tion 


on 
impor- 


itant, and it is important. 





BEHIND 


the KEYS 


—_- 





Los Angeles. 
Dozen managerial changes were 
announced by Fox-West Coast. Fred 


Rapport transferred from the Para- 


mount, Hollywood, to the United 
Artists, Long Beach, where he re- 
placed Charles Bowser, resigned. 


F. J. Meinneiley got the Paramount 
berth. William Roberts replaced 
Robert C. Rothafel at the Carlton, 
with latter going to the Western, 
to replace R. W. Pelcher, resigned. 
Maurice S. Amsell went to the Em- 
bassy to fill Roberts’ spot. 

In the San Francisco area, E. J. 
Sullivan is managing the circuit's 
Peninsula theatre at Burlingame, 
succeeding J. D. Marpol, resigned. 
C. J. Cosgrave goes to the Var- 
sity, Palo Alto, replacing Hal Honore, 
who shifts to the Baywood, San 
Mateo, to replace Sullivan, 

-_—- ——! 


Denver. 

Recent managerial changes in J. H. 
Cooper Enterprises (Publix) in Colo- 
rado; Mancel Lofgren is now manag- 
ing the Park theatre at Greeley; M. 
Irwin, assistant manager at the Mis- 
sion in Grand Junction, promoted to 
manager, succeeding R. W. Huffman, 
who now manages the Uptown at 
Pueblo; Edward Vaughn was moved 
from the Uptown to the manager- 
ship of the Sterling at Greeley. 

The officers for the coming year 
were elected at the last meeting of 
the local Yellow Dog chapter. Harry 
Golub will be chief mongrel; Bill 
Williams, worthy mongrel; Ross 
Bluck, keeper of the bones; J. J. 
Morgan, keeper of the fleas, and Ed- 
die Loy, Joe Dekker and Ross Bluck, 
trustees. The chapter decided to in- 
corporate, and in making plans for 
clubrooms and for its annual party 
which will be held Dec. 29. 

Atlanta. 

Lucas & Jenkins signed 20-year 
lease on the Fox with Mosque, Inc., 
at $30,000 annual rental. Mosque, 
Inc., retains right to sell building at 
any time and stipulates that theatre 
must be used only for motion pic- 








ture house. L. & J. now operate 
house. 
Columbus. 
Independent Theatre Owners of 
Ohio elected Martin G. Smith, 


Toledo, president at two-day con- 
vention here. Sam E. Lind, Zanes- 
ville, and Charles Weigel. Cincin- 
nati, v.p.s; M. B. Horwitz, Cleveland, 


treas.: P. J. Wood, Columbus, sec. 
Charlotte, N. C. 
A crowd of approximately 3,000 


persons was present for the formal 
opening of the new $79,000 theatre 
and playhouse named in honor of 
and dedicated to the late Will 
Rogers, at Shelby, N. C. 


Greenwood, Miss. 


Petitions urging the city council 


to repeal Sunday blue laws are being | 


Milwaukee. 

H. J. Fitzgerald, general manager 
of Fox-Wisconsin theatres,  an- 
nounced the following: Ben J. Mar- 
shall succeeds Forrest Freeland as 
artist in the advertising department. 
Jack Jaster succeeds Gilbert Naps as 
special publicity department. Charles 
Lowenberg promoted to manager of | 
personnel department. Robert Died- 
rich promoted from assistant man- 
ager to manager of Kosciuszko thea- 
tre. Al Eckstrom from doorman of | 
Miller theatre to manager Sherman 
theatre. Fred Alexander from usher | 
Wisconsin theatre to assistant man- | 
ager Sherman theatre. 





Detroit. 

Managerial changes at United De-| 
troit theatres shift Morgan Creedon, 
former manager at the Madison, to 
helm of the ilger nabe; Joe Brysic, 
ex of the Alger, has been named 
manager of the Varsity. Russell 
Chapman, a vet with United Detroit, 
has resigned to go into business. 
New to King-Trendle chain is) 
Myron Van Buren, formerly with 
the Bu’ >-rfield circuit in Michigan, 
upped tu manager of the Madison. 
Previously assistant under Creedon. 


ion Bob Burns’ 


Bazooked 


E. R. Hardwicke went the big way 
bazooka when he 
played ‘The Big Broadcast of 1937’ at 


| his Lyceum theatre, Clovis, N. M. He 
|arranged with the high school to or- 


ganize a 12-piece ‘»azooka band, for- 
tified with bass and snare drums, 
This played at all the grade schools, 
with announcement of the picture, 
did a street parade and supplied the 
nucleus for a bazooka contest which 
was run during the picture’s engage- 
ment. There were 30 contestants en- 
tered, half playing each of the first 
two nights, with six from those two 
groups participating in the finals the 
third night. 


He also ran a general newspaper 


contest in which copy read ‘The 
rooster whinnies, the sheep howls, 
the dohkey grunts,’ etc. Prizes to 


the cleverest corrected list connect- 
ing the 14 sounds named, with Bob 
Burns and his bazooka added as the 
15th. It made a popular and profit- 
able contest and helped to clean up. 
Uses 50,000 

Francis Lang, 

Guide, the 


editor of 
house 


the Movie 


organ of the Shea 
theatres, Buffalo, went from small 
magazine size, flat press job to a 
tabloid-style rotary press rur to per- 
mit him to distribute the sheet to 
all of the theatres and not merely 
the more important houses. 
He had the usual troubles with the 
first issue, but the second comes 


through nicely, and probably will be 
further improved. He is nov issuing 
50,000, which is a pretty sizable cir- 
culation. The sheet is 11x17, but is 
folded again once, which gives him 
an additional ‘front’ page on the 
back, but only half that size. He 
kecps it readable, keens his contests 
going (with 51 prizes) and carries 


|rather better than double the adver- 


tising. 


Xmas Mail 


Seattle. 

Temporary post office substation 
has been established in the foyer of 
Fifth Avenue theatre for Xmas 
package mailing. Billed by house 
as extra-special exclusive service 
for patrons, and provides late mail- 
ing privilege, being open from 11:30 
a.m. to 11 p.m. daily, Dec. 106-23. 
Woman is in charge as regular p.o 


employee. Packages can be insured, 
too. 

To avoid line-standing for the 
mailing service, Manager Andrew 


Saso has arranged checking system, 
with his own staff attending to this 
angle. Parcels can be checked, with 
info as to where and what. Then, 
while patron watches show, the mai!- 
ing routine is handled by staff. 
Usherette having spotted patron’s 
seat location. it’s a simple matter to 
hand over the receipt. And all is 
hunky dory. This is first time for 
Northwest. 





Don Kuhn, ex-pilot of the Nor- 
west nabe, moves downtown to aid | 
William Elliott, manager of the State, 
while Fred Perry, recently on Mad- | 
ison staff, replaces Kuhn at the Nor- | 
west. 





Atlanta, Ga. | 


Jolly Club, film row social organi- 
zation, met last week and elected 
the following officers: H. R. Rhodes, 
president; Sid Reams, vice-president; 
R. H. Conway, secretary, and R. H. 
Lehman, treasurer. 


| cameras 
|owners, Metro is announcing a tie- 


| sub-caliber pix. 





For 16mm Fans 


With an estimated 750,000 16mm 
in the hands of amateur 


in with Liberty on a contest for the 
Commencing with 
the issue of Dee. 26, Liberty will 
urge its readers to see ‘Wanted—a 
Master,’ dialoged by Pete Smith, and 
blown up from a minnie as a sam- 
ple of what is wanted. 

Metro wiii pay $500 each for shorts 
capable of being enlarged, and in the 


event of no acceptances will 


pay 


| 





Gaston Brothers, local film firm, 
| have purchased the Forsyth, For- 
|syth, Ga. 


Oliver Humphries will take over 
management of the Vienna (Ga.), 
vice A. F. Avey, who is Texas-bound. | 

Pal Theatre, Inc., operators of a 
chain in South Georgia, preparing 
to open their Pa' No. 2 in Vidalia. 
J. T. Douglas local manager for the 
Pal interests. 


Lincoln. 


Ernest Grundinan now sole owner 
of the Cook, Cook, Neb. 

U. A. Brown, of Arnold, Neb., has 
sold the Rialto to Glen Van Wey. | 
Van Wey also owns the Gothern- | 
burg, Neb., Sun. 

Lincoln Theatres Corp. is selling 
Xmas cards again which are good 
for admission to thé theatres. Em- 
ployes are given 20% of the money 
they make and have an opportunity | 
of making 30% over a certain figure. | 


Pittsburgh. | 
After only a month as assistant | 
|manager of WB's Strand, Waltei 


(Gus) Davis, formerly of contact of- 


| fice, has been upped to Bill Clark’s 


circulated and will be presented to | 


the city council at the next meeting. 


Chicago. 
Charles Stern putting a $25,000 ad- 


dition to the Cinema, northside spot 
which will boost capacity anothe! 
150 seats. 
Greenville, S. C. 
Bids were asked here for con- 


struction of the new $50,000 theatre 
last week. To be built and operated 
by Greenville Enterprises, Inc, 


j 
| 
| 


| to management of Warner. 


and 


' policy. 


assistant in shorts booking depart- 
ment. He fills post left vacant by 
departure of Jack Bernhard for 
Coast to join Mervyn LeRoy’s pro- 
duction unit. 

With appointment of Charlie Eagle 
as manager of Stanley, Lou Gilbert 
is devoting time exclusively again 


Seattle. 
A. and S. F. 


Herbert Rosener of L 
has taken over the Montlake nabe 
will operate foreign pictures 
Ted Champion is manager. 


$1,000 in prizes for the best films 
submitted. 

Films will be watched for possible 
directorial, acting and scripting tal- 


,ent, making a three-way side issue. 


The contest will be plugged in 


| other Macfadden publications, and is 
| pretty certain to be taken 


up en- 
thusiastically by photo dealers in all 


joe of the country. 





Lucky Ladies 


Greenville, S. C. 

Fred Curdts, Ritz, stepped out this 
week with clever exploitation angle 
on ‘Luckiest Girl in the World.’ 
Curdis had number of men planted 
in stores catering to women’s wants 
with fists full of Ritz passes. 

Men were carefully selected with 
regard to personality, neatness and 
politeness. When a group of fem- 


| inine shoppers entered, the plant ap- 


proached one of them and presented 
courteously a pass with a little 


; speech such as: ‘You are the luckiest 


girl in the world to be 
the picture at the Ritz!’ 


able to see 


Lucky Dollars 


Ramm, U. A. exploiteer, 
Bill Groll, Jr.. of War- 


Louis FE 
sat in with 


} ners’ State, Memphis. on ‘Come and 


Get It.” and made the town sit up 
and take notice. 

A lead stunt was co-operation with 
stores running mention of the pic- 
ture in their newspaper ads and con- 
tributing window displays. Each 
store gave the theatre the numbers 
ym a prescribed allotment of dollar 
bills, which were given out by the 

(Continued on page 29) 
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greatest Shirley Temple show to date.. 


picture for smash Christmas business. 


There never has been anything to approach a Shirley Temple 


And here's the 


.as full of surprises 





as a sleigh-load of gift packages. Shirley, herself, talks 


and sings Chinese! The name-brilliant cast is the best 


of any Temple picture yet! A different kind of story, 





+i 

i 

i 

is 

es THE KEYSTONE 
OF YOUR FUTURE 

om 

is 





mysterious, far-off China! And the songs! .. 


that are hits ! 


. adventure, romance, thrills, suspense .. . in 


. six hits 


Perfect entertainment for EVERYBODY! 
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YOUNG: FAYE 


EUGENE PALLETTE 


HELEN WESTLEY e ARTHUR TREACHER 
J. EDWARD. BROMBERG ¢ ARTRID ALLWYN 


Directed by William A. Seiter 


Associate Producers B. G. De Sylva, Earl Carroll, 


Harold Wilson * Screen play by William Conselman, 


Arthur Sheekman, Nat Perrin Story by Sam Engel 


Darryl F. sonoe in Charge of Production 
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Shirley and 
Alice sing THESE 
GORDON & REVEL HITS: 

“Good Night My Love” “I Wanna Go 
to the Zoo” “A Dreamland Choo-Choo 
to Lullaby Town” “‘You Gotta S-m-i-l-e 
to be H-a-Double-p-y” “One Never 

Knows, Does One ?’’—and—"‘That's 

What | Want for Christmas” 


by Irving Ccesor 
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Re-Examiation of N.Y. Projectinists (1/F AWAY | HABIT 


Unnecessary; Doesnt Ease Layoffs 45 SpqiiE) "EN 


The continuance of a standing un- 
employed army of beoth eperaters 
which has been steadily growing and 
oCrrs the danger of future independ- 
ent union difficulties in the Greater 
New York area, 
as result of a court decision which 
prehibits re-examination. For some 
time, Local 306, which is affiliated 
with the American Federation of 


Labor, has been trying to convince 
Mayor F. H. LaGuardia that all oper- 


is seriously feared 





Just a Lens-Heound 


Philadelphia, 
Mayor 
whom 


Dee. 
S. Davis Wilsen, 
there’s never 
whomer for lassoing beaucoup 
publicity, was tossed special 
screening at Fox Exchange yes- 
terday of all newsreels in which 
he appeared. But Hizzoner 
never showed up. 

Explanation: he was posing 
with visiting firemen for cam- 
eramen. 


15. 
than 
been a 





ators presently licensed should un- 
dergo re-examination on the ground 
that many are not qualified to man 
boeths. 

While it was indicated that the 
Mayor was sympathetic teward plans 
fer re-examinations, a recent deci- 
sion concerning plumbers set a pre- 
cedent that will probably make it 
impossible to force operators to 
prove why they should maintain 
their licenses, duly issued by New | 
York city and in rather large num- | 
bers of recent years. A law which | 
was passed in N. Y. requiring the re- 
examination of plumbers as a means 
of weeding out incompetents as well 
as those who obtained licenses il- 
legally, has been voided by the N. Y. 
supreme court. 

This decision is a great shock to| 
booth union leaders since re-exam- 
ination of projectionists weuld aid 
considerably in thinning out the 
ranks. For a time the N. Y. License 
Dept. was not issuing licenses to 
operators, scores of which come out 
ef projection schools and for a nom- 
inal fee are given licenses to run 
picture machines, but recently new 
crops ef ops have been getting their 
permits, The mayor has been in- 
formed of the resumption of licens- 
ing and the danger of too many oper- 
ators in N. Y,. has been explained to 
him. Whether or not the city will 
suspend rather than refuse licensing, 
latter probably being unconstitu- 
tional, in order to keep the ranks of | 
unemployed operators at a mini- | 
mum, is yet to be officially known. 











F&M in Middle in St. L. | 
Over Jurisdictional Tiff. 


St. Louis, Dec. 15. 

Jurisdictional fight between IATSE 
and IBEW here that caused Fanchon 
& Marco troubles at St. Louis and 
Missouri Theatres several weeks ago 
and ended by settlement between 
organizations after F&M had gone 
into court and obtained injunction 
against IBEW picketing houses, 
flared up again Saturday (12) when 
IATSE employees failed to report 
for opening of Orpheum and Am- 
bassador theatres. 

Beth organizations declared they | 
would walk out if either was per- | 
mitted to man houses and while dif- 
ferences were under consideration 
theatres remained dark for 30 min- 
utes. Upshot of whole thing was. 
that members of both organizations | 
remained on job and both loeals are 
expected to bring about settlement 
of difficulties as in -recent case, as 
F&M are the innocent victims. 

It is anticipated that conference | 
will be held shertly between Harry 
C. Arthur, Jr. v.p. of F&M’s in- 
terests here, and John Nick, inter- | 
national v.p. of IATSE at which 
Arthur hopes to obtain concessions | 
from union in way of reduction of | 
number of workers at Orpheum | 
which will reduce losses sufficiently | 
to permit F&M to continue opera- 
tion of that hous>. 








Detroit’s Marquees | 


Detroit, Dec. 15. | 
Test of the city ordinance. restrict- | 
ing Marquees from wider Woodward 
avenue, wil be heard in circuit court 
here Dec. 26. Ordinance, if upheld. 
would force two downtown houses, 
the Fox and State, as well as numer- 
Ous nabes to tear down huge, costly 
Mar quees, 


Test case was started by the Gray- 


Stone ballroom, which charged the 
law dis ‘criminatory. Judge Homer 
Ferguson ordered the city to show 
Cause w hy it should not be re- 
Strained, 








| city jail, 


YATES SERIES 


OF NEGRO PIX: 


14. 
Irving Yates figures on extensive 
feature fihn production with colored 
casts. Current at the Harlem, Negro 
house, is ‘The Vicious Circle,’ which 
Yates under tag of Gramercy Picts, 
Inc., 
cruited in Phila. Running 70 mins. 
(one minute less here due to censor 
excisions), feature is currently being 


Baltimore, Dec. 


shown in Negro houses in seven 
towns. 
Another film is planned, with 


shooting to take place here in Balto, 
with local cast of colored little the- 
atre thespians and any pros that can 
be raked up. 
make series of such features in key 
towns, and eventually the former 
vaude agent figures he'll 
rounded up a pretty able group of 
Negro actors, Will then use assem- 


| bly for another series of films. 


Yates still making those pvromo- 
tional tieup shorts with local ama- 
teur casts for theatres. Has a man 
now in Balto seeking hookup on idea 
with one of loop white 
Pulled stunt last February here, with 
Loew’s Century in on deal, 


Los Angeles, Dec. 15. 
Cooper & Randol, new picture pro- 
duction company, 


pix for the Negro trade. Initialer, 


“Dark Manhattan,’ will be given a $5. 


preem at the Lincoln theatre in the 
Negro section next month. 


with Ralph Cooper, 
starred. 

Officers are George Randol, presi- 
dent; Cooper, vice-prez, and Ben Ri- 
naldo, secretary-treasurer and asso- 
ciate producer. 


JACK KING IN JAIL 


Hellyweed Pelice Deg Trainer 
Memphis Jam 


vaudevillian, 











Memphis, Dec. 15. 
When Jack King, 42, of Los An- 
geles, crashed his automobile into a 
telephone pole in Memphis last 
week, injuring his head, his 115- 
peund German police dog which has 
appeared on the screen in thrillers, 
stood guard, keeping off police till 
an ambulance arrived. The dog, 
Kazan, rode the ambulance to the 
hospital, then accompanied his mas- 

ter to jail. 
Kazan was 
but 
| Oliver Perry 
sion to take 
when he was 


permitted to sleep in 
Chief Deputy Sheriff 
refused King permis- 
him into county jail 
fined $50 and held to 
the state on driving while intoxi- 
cated charges Friday (11). 
Jailing forced King to cancel 
engagement over WMC Friday 


an 
tor 


| the econ sates Humane Society. 


EAST AND DUMKE’S SHORTS 

East and Dumke, to 
radio as Sisters of the. Skillet and 
Eddie and Raiph, are doing film 
shorts for Educational. 

Called ‘Practically Perfect.’ 
develops same type of comedy and 
ga-ga household hints boys use on 
radio. Tesrn is currently sponsored 
by Knox gelatine. 


also known 


script 


made with all-colored cast re- | 


It’s the: Yates idea to | 


have | 


theatres. | 


is planning five. 


Leslie | 
Goodwins will direct the first pic. 


Prize Contests, with Oakleys 
as Rewards — Educated 
Many to Something-for- 
Nothing Idea—Cuffo Leg- 
islaters Another Problem 


AND THE PHONIES 


Handling of picture theatre passes, 
long a thorn to circuit and house 
executives, has become aggravated 
| in recent months, according ts a sur- 
| vey. Spokesmen for exhibitors in 
| the East blame prize centests and 
giveaways on the radio as the biggest 





PASS CHISELERS GROWING 





Phoney Billing 


single factor contributing to the! 
spread of free ticket chiseling. Oth- 
ers are inclined to think the large | 
number of giveaways in the the- 


| atres themselves perhaps have gone 
|a long ways in making the public 
something-for-nothing conscious. 
Various and sundry methods have | 
been inaugurated by individual cir- 
cuits in every section of the country 
but seldom without repercussions in 


| stalled. And to date no 
| plan has been hit 
Annie Oakleys satisfactorily, 


to exhibitors and to those regarded 
| as being entitled to free ducats. 

There are many diplomatic angles 
| to be considered in trimming pass 
lists. 
| house primarily are 
courtesy and as a means of making 
the holder feel he is a 
management. That is with the ex- 
ception of critic ducats to working 
newspapermen. 

New York City and Washington 
| feel the brunt of the demand 
free coupons; the former because of 
| its vast drawing population and the 
large number of de luxe film houses, 


every time a new pass system is in- | 
sweeping | build additional patronage by making | 


upon to handle public think they have new features | 
both | has 


Passes when issued by a film | 
intended as a} 


|ceptive picture title usage has 





local political and newspaper circles | 


| 


| take-off on the original 
guest of the | 


for | 


and Washington because of the po- | 


| litico complexion of the capitol city 
and the droves of federal employes. 
Same goes for theatres in all state 
capitals. 

Manhattan’s theatre managers re- 


means resorted to in order to grab 
passes are fantastic in the extreme. 
| Recently overworked method was 
that of employing newspaper and 
columnists letterheads. Check made 
revealed that this phoney stationery 
was made up by seme pass seekers 
| in quantities of 100 to 500 in their 
| campaign to 
town houses. 
known newspaper people’s names in 
applying for tickets, but that’s been 
regulated. 

Another source of annoyance is 
the so-called lecturer group. Mem- 
| bers of this pass-grabbing aggrega- 

tion claim they addressed women’s 
clubs. Some demand passes and, 

when refused, threaten pans instead 
of plugs. In one recently reported 
instance, the lecturer was revealed 
as an instructor in a corset-modeling 


class. A recent new headache are 
the high school and college paper 
editors. 


Various clubs, women’s organiza- 
tions and secieties alse make their 
, bid for a certain number 
ducats. Most of these requests wind 
up at the Hays office, where they 
' are diplomatically turned down. At- 
titude of Broadway de luxe tnan- 
agers as well as Haysians is that only 
in the rarest of exceptions will these 
| requests be honored because of the 
precedent is establishes. Once the 
bars are let down for one organiza- 
tion, others will employ this as an 
opening wedge to receive the same 
treatment. 


uation was demonstrated a vear or 
so ago when one legislator felt that 


he was shabbily treated by the man- | 


agement of a circuit house. Matter 

went so far that this particular offi- 

cial threatened to introduce some 

stringent regulation anplving to the 

District of Colurnbia which would 

have hit all exhibs 
Philadeinphia. Dee. 15 
Philadelphia Variety Club) annual 
| banquet was held Sunday (13) night 


cover the ace down- | 


s » attempt to fake | 
Some a Os. | ture’s original title in some adver-| 


| ter on 


| 
| 


| 





‘As Duals Hit Mpls. Proposed Law 


Vs. Shows Over 2 Hours May KO. 1: 





a > 


High Voltage 





Hollywoed, Dec. 15 


Warners is adding 10 new 
transformers to the _— studio 
equipment, with a total new 


voltage of 35,000. 

Studio plant now develops 
more juice than is required fer 
a city of 50,000 population. 











port a huge pick-up in demand. The | plays 





Epidemic Again 
In 42d St. Area 


Fresh epidemic of duo and de- 
hit | 
run, lower scaled film | 
houses in Times Square district last 
week. New outbreak resulting from | 


|attempts of certain exhibitors to 








| continuous 


| 


produced plenty of squaw ks | 
from rival competitiors who thus far | 
have been content to play their | 


double features under original and 
registered titles. 

In instances where there only is a 
title, and 
translated into the peculiar 42nd 
Street lingo or North Hoboken 
language, it generally is possible 
for a patron after diligent search 
to learn what subjects he actually 
will see inside. 

But of late, the pictures have been 
exploited under entirely new garb, 
the only way of telling the pro- 
ducer’s first title being to uncover 
printed matter on lobby cards. At 
some theatres, the small printed mat- 
these cards has been care- 
fully hidden in arranging lobby dis- 


A recent example of this variety 
of switching was the manner in 
which ‘Desert Gold’ was ballyhooed 
as ‘Love Strangled with Gold.’ ‘Gay 


Dec. 
this terri- 


Minneapolis, 15. 

It’s double features for 
tory at last. For the first time in it 
history Publix will go in for th: 
dual bills, launching them at its Stat - 
here shortly after the first of th: 
year. The State is one of ac: 
loop first-run houses. 


In local film circles this is taken t» 
mean that the policy generally wi'! 
be adopted throughout the territory. 
independent exhibitors having indi- 
cated they will not take long to fol- 
low the Publix lead here. At the 
same time, there is a moeve amon 
independent exhibitors te push a bil 
through the State Lezislature con- 
vening shortly after the first of the 
year which, in effect, might outlaw 
the dual bills by providing that, in 
the public health’s interests, children 
would be prohibited from attendin 
any show of more than twe hours” 
duration. It is said that legislative 
support for the measure already has 
been assured. 


SKOURAS SETTLES RKO 
SIST STREET SUIT 


The three-year-old suit brought bv 
Geerge P. Skouras, head of the 
Skouras chain of theatres, to cem- 
pel 20th Century-Fox to carry out 
an old franchise contract unde’ 
which the Skouras Breadway and 
96th St. theatre would receive first- 
run pictures instead of RKO’s 8lst 
St. theatre, was discontinued in N. 
Y. Supreme Court Monday (14), At- 
torneys for both sides signed a stip- 
ulation announcing the matter had 
been adjusted out of court. 


Skouras, together with the Broad- 
way and 96th Street Realty Corp.. 
the Broadway Varieties Co., and the 
Broadway Realty Co., contended iat 
the Fox Corp., the 8lIst St. thea- 
tre Corp., Leslie E. Thompson, as 
president of RKO and alse head of 
RKO 8lst St. Corp., Isaac E. Lambert 
and Leon Golding, had conspired to 
induce 20th-Fox to keep Skouras 
from obtaining first-runs for his the- 
atre in the upper-Broadway sector, 
which he claimed he was entitled to 
under a former agreement. Defend- 
ants claimed this agreement was only 
good for one year. Details of the 


its 











Bride,’ an oldie, was heralded in 
banners and lights as ‘Racketeer 
Bride’ and also as ‘Racketeer’s | 
Bride.’ 


The most common practice, how- | 
ever, is that of employing the a 


| tising and then supplying an alter- | 


title elsewhere in 
tion matter. Thus, 
Murderer’ also is known 
Finger on the Killer,’ 

respects this method is doubly de- 
ceptive, in the opinion of many ex- 


native exploita- | 


as ‘The| 


hibitor leaders, because it leads pros- | 


| pective patrons to believe there are 


the Times Square area, 
| have reformed along these lines only | 
| occasional instances bobbing up 


two separate pictures instead of just 
one. 
A majority of Broadway houses in 


| where titles have been altered or an 


of free! 


alternative one has been used. Most 


of it now is concentrated with: the 
| West 42nd Street theatres—snnts 
where the admission is lic and 20c. 


in Bellevue-Stratford hotel ballroom, 
more than 1,000 showmen and sev- 


eral score guests attending. Of the! 
nroceeds, $1.000 went to Dr. J. 
Norman Henry, former director of 


Health of City of Philadelphia, for 
eare of young paralytic victims 


| ‘adopted’ by club last year, with bal- 
Touchiness of the Washington sit-/ 


ance slated for other charities. 


Toastmaster was George Jessel 
and noted geuests included Gov. 
George H. Earle. of Pennsylvania: 
| Gov. Harold Hoffman, of New Jer- 
sey; Attorney General Charles J 
Margiotti. of Pennsvivania: Attornev 
General David T. Wilentz. of New 


Jersev: Mayor S. David Wilson. of | 
| Philadelphia, and numerous politi- | 
cal and civic leaders. 

Ben Amsterdam, new Variety 


and Jim Clark. his 
speakers 


prez predecessor 


were 


among 


‘Tll Name the | 


In many | 


| 
| 
i 
' 
however, | 
] 
| 
| 


settlement were not made public. 


To Examine the George 


Jessels in Ins. Claim 


N. Y. Supreme Court Judge Edgar 
J. Lauer on Saturday (12) signed an 
order directing the taking of testi- 
mony of George Jessel and his wife. 
Norma Talmadge, before G. A. Jack- 


son, an attorney, at Los Angeles on 
Dec. 20. 


The order was made on behalf of 
the Lumbermen’s Mutual Casualty 
Co., of Illinois, which is suing Jessel 
and his wife for $1,750 in comnection 
with an accident which occurred in 
1932 at the Mastbaum theatre, Phil- 
adeiphia, where the couple were 
personal-appearing. One of their 
company's performers, Anne Lowen- 
wirth, was injured in a fall on the 
stage. She subsequently obtained a 
judgment of $1,200 from the Lum- 
bermen’s Co., and the latter corpora- 
tion is trying to collect from Mr. and 
| Mrs. Jessel under an alleged con- 
tract, 

George Jessel came east to offi- 
ciate at the Philadeipiia atietyv 
Club shindig over the weekend and 
flew back yesterday (Tuesday) to 
| resume his Universal chores. Jessel 

huddled all Monday afternoon with 
| Jimmy Walker, an cld friend, among 

other social contacts east. 








‘AGENT’ LEADS SET 


Hollywood. Dee. 15 
Leslie Fenton and Joyce Compton 


will top ‘Miss Customs Agent’ at 
| Radio which will be produced by 


Cliff Reid 
ing 


Phillip Ahn also has been cast 


with Edward Killy directe 
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A COMEDY DRAMA WITH MUSIC 
— songs that flood the heart! 
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Exploitation | 





(Continued from page 25) 


store in change. Those who cared 
could compare the bills with num- 
pers posted in the State lobby. If 
their number was listed a pair of 
tickets were issued and the number 
crossed off. It’s not a new idea, 
but seems to have been the first 
time it was used as a payoff for co- 
spaces. 
ag en similar was a deal with 
a local hotel, which posted 30 num- 
bers. Diners whose checks matched 
were given a pair of seats. Passes 
paid for ads in all the school papers 
and passes got a flock of air stuff 


scriptions to mentions in 


the co-op ads. 


A Christmas parade was tagged | 
by two ushers giving out novelties, | 


and a flock of small stuff was used, 
net to ignore a lavish local national 
ad campaign. 





Radio Attention 


Seeking to cinch listeners for the 
theatre’s nightly broadcast, one 
house, airing on a local one-lunger 
is working a reply stunt that for the 
moment at least, has them all hang- 
ing over the set. 

Stunt 
ning except. Sunday and runs 10 
minutes. The prepared radio con- 
tinuities are not used, but the man- 
ager writes his own description of 
the night's bill. 
the chat is broken with 
James G. Smith’ will telephone her 
address within 10 minutes, she will 
receive two tickets for tomorrow 
night’s performance. That’s Mrs. 


Smith’s cue to hustle to the phone | 


and supply the informa- 


tion. 


requisite 


Seems to be holding them around | 


the receiving set and it’s figured 
that while they’re listening they may 
be sold the idea of coming around 
that evening, the copy all 
aimed at that end. Good only where 
someone can write real sales copy. 
Names are not only obtained from 
the telephone book, but from trades- 
men, idea being to get some names 
of non-telephone owners to get their 
interest. 

In another town there is a stand- 


ing offer of a seat to the first per-| 
‘son who 


points out an_ incorrect 
statement over the wire, with the 
deadline here set at a quarter hour. 
Announcer will give the name of 
some player not in the cast, the in- 
correct locale or make some similar 
misstatement. Here the idea is to 
encourage listeners-in to study the 
house announcements to be ready to 
pick up these openings. 

Gab has increased the mailing list 
more than 20%. 


Doing Well 


More to dress his lobby than to 
stress a picture a manager built back 
of his box office an old-fashioned 
well house, achieving a rustic effect 
with cedar poles for uprights and 
with artificial vines. 
There was the regulation pulley and 
chain with an old oaken bucket, 
rented from a farmer who had a 
Spare. They can be hired from 
country hardware stores in a pinch. 
The bucket was stood beside the 
well, since the bottom of the well 
house was a shallow tank, a metal 
Shell into which a large sheet of 
glass had been cemented. For a 
short use the cement can be ma- 
rine putty, one part of while lead 
in oil to two parts putty, well 
kneaded together with a hammer. 
Below the glass was a poster of a 
star with ‘her best picture’ lettered 
above the head and the title and 
date below, working in 
legend, “Truth at the bottom of 
well,’ displayed on the outside of 
well house. The poster was illumi- 
nated from the side. The water was 
not deep enough ip obscure the let- 
tering, and the whole made a very 
effective. sign. 

The chief advantage of the sign 
was the comment it caused and the 
people it drew into the lobby. Once 
they were in they took in the re- 
mainder of the display, It was good 
for a two-week run 
repeated after a time. 





This particular theatre goes in | 


strong for novelty set pieces, feel- 
ing that any break in the monotony 
of the lobby is bound to get atten- 
tion for the entire layout. One re- 
cent knockout was a disappearing 
fish globe, displayed in a well some- 
what similar, but with one side cut 
away to house a bowl of gold fish 
set into a shadow box. When a slow 
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he = dynamic Maestro drew 
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is aired at 6:30 each eve-| 


At one or two spots | 
‘If Mrs. | 


being | 


with the} 


and can be) 


~ | of discomfort. 


flasher light was on, the globe was 
reflected into a sheet of glass placed 
at an angle of 45 degrees. The fish 
could not be seen when the light 
was off, 





Better Printing 


One of the unrealized results of 
the growth of the chain idea and the 


the almost total disappearance of the 
type of manager who took a real 
pride in his printed matter and went 
into a huddle with the printer over 





weekly program. It has been 10 
years, at least, since managers gave 
real thought to the appearance of 
| their advertising product. It is easier 
| to order stock heralds or buy aecces- 
sories than to labor over a partic- 
ularly neat card announcement or to 
produce some _ special advertising 
piece. 

In the old days the manager and 


| the printing foreman would go over | 


a layout, discuss stock, type and 
color, and turn out a really fine piece 
|of printing. The manager 
the elements of typography and the 
printer learned to evaluate display 
lines. In some instances theatres 
|}even split the cost of new fonts of 


type with the printing office in order | 


to get something particularly wanted. 

Today the manager doesn’t care a 
whoop, apparently. He sends the 
copy to the prihter, reads the proof 
roughly for spelling and appends his 
| approval. It means nothing to him 
| that two large lines are too close 
| together or that a sales line has been 
| buried in six-point type. It’s got the 
name of the house and the title of 
|the feature, The rest runs for 
| Sweeney, 

Maybe it’s the right idea for chain 
operation, where a house manager 


is more or less the robot of the home | 


| office, but in the old days good print- 
ing apparently did possess a cash 
value and to a certain definite ex- 
| tent did influence sales. It is doubt- 
| ful whether the manager ever sees 
| the compositor who sets the job. In 
| the old days he and the comp called 
}each other by their first names-—and 
| got results. 





Planting Facts 


Looking for a new radio gag, one 
{house has developed a weekly pic- 
ture quiz in which prizes are of- 
fered for the best answers to 10 
queries given out in the course of a 
| 15-minute spread. Gag is that two 
|questions concern coming 
jtions at the house running the se- 
;ries. The others are made up 
| more general information 
ture?’ or ‘What 
|Gary Cooper to stardom?’ For 
change in pace one question usually 
refers to more ancient history and 
the series is not made too easy. 

On the 
first propounds the questions, then 
answers those asked the previous 
week, naming the winners in that 
series. If there is time left, and he 
sees to it that there is, he runs on 
to chat of the coming features at 
the theatre or may slip over some 
more or less inside information. At 
least two of the questions refer to 
recent pictures at the theatre and 
this keeps interest alive. 

No stipulation as to how the en- 
trants obtain their information, but 
understood that the theatre will not 
hand out the information in response 
to personal inquiries. There is one 
cash prize of $5 and from five to 10 
tickets for the runners up, the num- 
| ber being determined by the excel- 
lence of the replies. An effort is 
made to give out the full 10, but 
often not that many qualify. 

Object is primarily to get over 
the coming attractions, but the house 
| finds that it makes for a healthful 
| interest in pictures in general, which 
reacts in favor of the theatre. It 
has made so many listeners that a 
local merchant wants to sponsor the 
period, which is perhaps the best 
answer, 











Winter Stuff 


Now that the snow is flying, it 
| will pay to dig out the time-tried 
| stunts. One of the simplest and best 
| is to station a couple of boys at the 
entrance on snowy days. One has 
a large whisk broom with which 
{to brush snow from the clothing, 
|while the other operates a floor 
| broom to brush off snow on shoes. 
Patrons will appreciate this service 
'which will permit them to sit 
through the show with a minimum 
It’s small town stuff, 
| but on a snowy night it is just as 
good in the cities, and perhaps more 
|appreciated because less seldom 
| used. 

| Another service, which will cause 
more trouble, is an overshoe check- 
|ing system. Best idea for this is to 
lobtain the snaps used by window 
| dressers and not unlike snap clothes 
'pins, but with rather more powerful 
springs. The patron’s check is 
snapped into the jaws, to be handed 
out when the rubbers are turned in. 
the two being snapped together and 


either strung upon lines or placed 
on plank shelves. The matching 


number is marked on the snap and 
the shoes should be placed in nu- 
{merical order. When the check is 
|turned in and the shoes delivered, 


25228288 


betterment of standard accessories is | 


|everything from a throwaway to his | 
ranging from three 15-minute tran- | 
commer- | 
cial programs from the stores in on | 


learned | 


attrac- | 
r| through the trades. 


such as| 
i|‘What was Greta Garbo’s first pic- 
company brought 


broadcast the announcer 


| His Album 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Edward Sedgwick, director- || 

producer of ‘Pick a Star’ at Hal 

Roach, was perusing an old 

|| casting directory being used as 
a prop. 

He found himself listed as a 

|} Dutch comic. That was 10 


VARIETY CLUBS’ GROSSES 
years ago. nial 


| Big Shows in Philly and Cleveland 

Net Much for Local Auspices 
Cleveland, Dec. 15. 

Five-hour show with 35 guest acts 




















| the check is again held by the jaws. | 
| If outer garments also are checked | 
|it means plenty more trouble, but 


it may influence business in stormy highlighted the local Variety Club’s 
weather. wa a ‘ 


Hot coffee on cold nights will be annual winter shindig last Friday 
appreciated. Either demitasses should | ‘!2), during which 750 barkers and 
be used or small paper cups. Either | out-of-town guests jammed the May- 
should be not more than half full|fair Casino. Beginning at 9:30, the 
|} and the temperature of the beverage | marathon revue ran on the theatre- 
| should be such that it can be drunk | cabaret’s stage until 3 a.m., with 
Pre geal —e reper cups are | half-hour dance sessions thrown in. 

st since many spots have involved Be > Ru mere th her ae 

laws about washing cups and glasses 4 oan, Sao ard two-day date 

with George Hamilton’s ork and show 
of his own, m.c’d. Guest talent ranged 
from Kirby and Degage unit from 
Lotus Gardens to Fats Waller from 
RKO Palace; Herman Pirchner’s Al- 
pine Clubbers, Dick Marsh’s Vogue 
Room revue and talent from Cedar 


. Information 

What was started merely as some- 
thing to talk about has brought a 
theatre in a moderately large town 
a business maker for an off night. 
The house calls it “Things You Ought Gardens and Cocoanut Grove 
to Knew,’ and features it every ge Se ang > : 
Thursday night. It has built into a Acts were lined up by Nat Holt of 
real ticket seller and in addition it is | RKO oa eed ns rg ree 
creating good will. committee, assiste DY -O1, arry * 

Comes at the break on the first | Long of Loew’s, Frank A. Drew and 
night show and some local man tells | Fred Meier. Ante was $12 a couple, 
of his business and how it is run./| without causing one kick, and club 
It was started off—for obvious rea- | made a juicy profit on party. 
sons—by the local paper, the busi-/ Out-of-town barkers present, who 
ness manager first describing the |.) aoaabtnihied ‘ly f dv 
general set-up of a newspaper office. | sao iar agate aewsy Se - 
He was back the following week to riety Post of American Legion, first 
tell abeut the wire service and other | Of its kind formed, included Sidney 
out-of-town sources, the Sunday sup- | Samson from Buffalo, James Grady 
plement and the like. The third week | rom Cincinnati, Henry Steichelmaier 
the circulation manager told how the rom Toledo, Louis and Meyer Schine 
carrier routes were handled and gave | of the Schine circuit, Jack Flynn of 
other details of his department, with | wetro Mort Goldman from Pitts- 
the city editor following in to tell , Sn Re 
{how local news was obtained. Then | burgh, William Sussman and George 
|a reporter told of how the leg men | Weeks from New York. Another 
operated and finally the press fore- | guest of honor was Mayor Burton of 
{man spoke of the mechanical details. | Cleveland. 
| Each of these talks was briefed in 
| the paper the following morning and | 
| served to attract attention. 
wien gee. - ey ge gs gave a Minneapolis, Dec. 15. 
general sketch of the city administra- Paar ‘ : 
tion, with subsequent chats by the| Variety club elected Bill Elson 
| tax collector, the police and fire offi- | (Seventh St. theatre) chief barker 
|cials. Now the house is running on|to succeed W. H. Workman (MGM 
various occupations. The grocer tells | exchange manager). A. A. Kaplan 
how he gets his goods, how he han-| (Rubenstein & Kaplan theatres) 
dies them and how he sells them, a| chosen dough guy; Tom Burge (Na- 


local dairy will describe how milk | tional Screen), assistant chief bark- 
is collected, a real estate man will 


give some inside facts, and so down 





Mpls. Variety Club Elects 





New Financing for Keller-Dorian 


Paves Way for 5 Pix in K-D Color 


—E —_—_—_———— @ 


Active interest in the Keller- 
Dorian color process was taken along 
two fronts in the last 10 days; first 
with announcement that a new 
group plans to take control early 
next year and secondly with the 
statement that five feature produc- 
tions are to be made with this tint- 
ing system. 

The Keller-Dorian Colorfilm Corp., 
which dates from 1930 in the U. S. 
and is an outgrowth of the French 
company formed in 1923, is expected 
to be controlled by a group of 
foreign capitalists, largely English- 
men, by January. This new capitalist 
group has agreed to pick up 350,000 
shares of stock in the K-D corpora- 
tion, buying the stock now held by 
Henry Colgate, reported related to 
the Colgate soap family, and Wil- 
liam Selistan. 

Under the new leadership, com- 
mercial exploitation of the Keller- 
Dorian process is being undertaken 
by George Quigley, who helped 
pioneer talking pictures with West- 
ern Electric and while he was on 
the legal staff at Warner Bros. The 
announced deal whereby an unre- 
vealed but large production outfit 
will undertake to make five features 
with the K-D system is said to be 





q GF; 


the first of several which the foreign 
group hopes to negotiate with major 
;and minor producers. Lawrence 
| Brown, secretary of Keller-Dorian, 
| stated this week that the first pro- 
duction line-up will not be done by 
Paramount, which at one time had 
an interest in the system. 

Paramount and Eastman Kodak 
| have cooperated in recent months in 
|laboratory work on this’ color 
| process. Eastman holds a contract 
for handling film stock which is re- 
ported as expiring in about two 
months. 


| 


| cohagiiege AE RS PEC Ne Ee 
| S. D. Kane (Northwest Allied 
States), wagon man and workman; 
Eddie Ruban, George Granstrom, 
Ben Friedman, W. A. Steffes and 
Moe Levy, members of the executive 
committee. 





The manager goes over the intend- 
|ed spiel to keep them as light as pos- 
| sible, and no speaker consumes more 
| than 15 minutes, with most keeping 
j}inside of 10. Sounds a bit draggy, 

but it isn’t. 





Railroading 


Idea is a bit late for this Christ- | 
mas but it’s something to be remem- 
bered next year. It capitalizes the 
inherent masculine interest in toy 
trains with a super-extra display of 
a toy railroad system. And it has 
been installed and is being operated 
at no cost to the theatre in the be- 
| lief it will make a hefty increase in 
the sale of toy trains. 
| A department store has installed 
in the rest room a table about 30 feet 
|long and about three feet wide, run- 
ning the length of one side of the 
room. On this the iargest depart- 
ment store in the city has built a 
network of tracks for a miniature 
electric railway system, all on the 
remote control idea, with a dozen 
trains, each of a different type, sta- 
tions, switch towers, semaphores, 
power houses, bridges, tunnels, un- 
| derpasses and all of the other extras 
| which can run a private railroad well 
into three figures. 
| Trains are operated all afternoon 
|and at the breaks in the evening, 
| the store supplying a youth to oper- 
'ate the system and a girl to give 
literature and information. Orders 
|can be given the girl, if desired, but 
'no effort is made to force a sale, the 
idea being that the kids will give the 
family the works and complete the 
transaction. 

The store is doing plenty of ad- 
vertising in its daily space, has 
|worked up extensively illustrated 
‘stories in all of the newspapers and 
| has widely circularized the suburban 
| spots. On Saturday mornings the 
‘display is open on cards obtained 
from the store, before the matinee, 
with many of the visitors stopping 
ito see the afternoon performance as 
paying guests. 

Idea of the store is to promote | 
basement permanent setups, possible 
now with oil heaters, and much of | 
the sales talk is shared by a firm | 
| naking such installations, which con- | 
tributes to the cost. 





Ariane-Ariane? 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Next foreign damsel to be tossed 
to stardom by French 
actress, Ariane Borg, under contract 
to Metro. 
Word is that egal will get a Simone 
| Simon build-up. iW 
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THAT COUNTS! 


Let critics roar, let adjectives soar—but the one way to tell a hit is by 
the dough you send to the bank! Only a line-up that can be counted 
on for a dependable, steady succession of money-shows can keep that 
bank account and keep it growing! Remember that! And remember that 


‘GREEN PASTURES’ followed ‘LOUIS PASTEUR’ 
‘ANTHONY ADVERSE’ followed ‘THE GREEN PASTURES’ 
‘CHARGE OF THE LIGHT BRIGADE’ followed ‘ANTHONY ADVERSE’ 
‘THREE MEN ON A HORSE’ followed ‘CHARGE OF THE LIGHT BRIGADE’ 


And these will be followed by ‘GOLD DIGGERS OF 1937’ for a very merry 














Xmas, and ‘SING ME A LOVE SONG?’ for a very happy New Year! 


—So Follow the Leader 


WARNER BROS. 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES 





Offices: 1540 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y¥. 


Chesterfield 


Lady Luck. Story of a sweepstake winner. Patricia Farr, Wm. Bakewell. Dir. 
= Chas. Lamont. 62 mins. Rel. July 8. 
Missing Girls. Martin Mooney’s story. Roger Pryor, Muriel Evans. Dir. hil. 


Rosen. 65 mins. Rel. Sept. 10. Rev. Oct. 7. 


studio: Gower at Sunset, 


Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 
Hollywood, Cal. 


Columbia New York, N. ¥. 


Joel McCrea, Jean Arthur, Reginald Owen, Herman 


in Manhattan. 
Adventure 73 mins. Rel. Sept. 20. Rev. Oct. 28. 


Bing. Dir. Edw. Ludwig. 


Alibi for Murder. Mystery. Wm. Gargan, Marguerite Churchill. Dir. D. Ross 
Lederman. 61 mins. Rel. Sept. 23. Rev. Oct. 11. 


Blackmailer. Eight persons face suspicion ot murder of a blackmailer. Wm. 
Gargan, Florence Rice, H. B. Warner. Dir. Gordon Wiles. 66 mins. Rel 
July 10. Rev July 29 | . 

Come Closer, Folks. Outdoor show story. James Dunn, Marian Marsh, Wynne 
Gibson. 61 mins. Rel. Nov. 7. Rev. Nov. 25. 


Craig’s Wife. John Boles, Rosalind Russell, Billie Burke, Raymond Walburn. 


Dir. Dorothy Arzner. 73 mins. Rel. Sept. 30. Rev. Oct. 7. 
End of the Trail. Jack Holt, Douglas Dumbrille, Louise Henry, Erle C. Kenton 
Rel. Sept. 19. Rev. Nov. 4. 


inal Hour, The. re 

4 men she had befriended. 

Ross Lederman. 57 mins 
bidden Trail. Western. 

see 65 mins. Rev. Nov. 4. : ; 

Fugitive Sheriff, The. Western. John Wayne, Beth Marion. Dir. Nate Gatzert 
58 mins. Rel. June 1 Rev. Oct. 21 

Killer at Large. Dept. store mystery. Mary Brian, Russell Hardie. 
Silman. 54 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 

Lady from Nowhere. Mary Astor, Charles Quigley. Rel. Nov. 21. 

Legion of Terror. Bruce Cabot, Marguerite Churchill, Crawford Weaver. 
C C. Coieman, Jr. 62 mins. Rel. Nov. 21. Rev. Nov. 4. 

Man Who Lived Twice. Ralph Bellamy, Marian Marsh, [Isabel Jewell. Dir 


Ralph Bellamy, Marguerite Churchill. 
Rel July 7. Rev. Aug. 5 
Buck Jones, Barbara Weeks. 


Dir D 


Dir. Lambert Hillyer. 


Dir. David 


Dir. 


Harry Lachman. 72 mins. Rel. Sept. 20. Rev. Oct. 14. 

Meet Nero Wolfe. Edw. Arnold, Jean Perry, Lione|] Stander. Dir. Herbert 
Biberman 72 mins. Rel. Aug. 1. mo “—_ = si 

forth of Nome. Jack Holt, Evelyn Venable. el. Nov. 

eter th from Heaven. Bing Crosby, Madge Evans, Edith Fellows. Rel. Nov. 5 


Prescott Kid. McCoy western. Tim McCoy, Sheila Manners. Dir. David Silman. 
55 mins. Rev. Oct. 21. 

Ranger Courage. Bob Allen, Martha Tibbetts. Rel. Oct. 30. ~ 

Shakedown. Fake kidnap turns to real tragedy. Lew Ayres, Joan Perry. Dir 
David Selman. 55 mins. Rel. July 17. Rev. Aug. 19 


Sundown Rider. Western. Buck Jones. Dir. Lambert Hillyer. 65 mins. Rel. 

TREE ag | ae Wild. Country girl goes Broadway. Irene Dunne, Melvyn 
Douglas. Dir. Robt. Boleslawski. 94 mins. Rel. Nov. 12. Rev. ov. 18. 

They Met in a Taxi. Chester Morris, Fay Wray, Lionel Stander, Raymond Wal- 

" burn. 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev Sept. 16 

Tugboat Princess. Walter C. Kelly, Edith Fellows, Valerie Hobson. Rel. Oct. 15. 

Two Fisted Gentleman. Fight story with a girl manager. James Dunn, June 
Clayworth. Dir. Gordon Wiles. 63 mins. Rel. Aug. 15 Rev. Aug 26. 

Unknown Ranger, The. Bob Allen, Martha Tibbetts. Rel. Sept 15 


- 4 Offices: 321 W. 44th St., 
First National ee wok Bw. 


‘aptain’s Kid, The. Old reprobate hunts pirate treasure and gets mixed up 

oe with gangsters in semnadty -arame. Sybil Jason, Guy Kibbee, May Robson, 
Dick Purcell. Dir. Nick Grinde. 72 mins. Rel. Nov. 14 

Case of the Black Cat. Mystery thriller from the story by Earl Stanley Gard- 
ner. Ricardo Cortez, June Travis, Craig Reynolds. Dir. William McGann. 
60 mins. Rel. Oct. 31. 

Case of the Velvet Claws. ire 
Foran, Joseph King, Eddie Acuff. Dir. Wiliiam Cleinens. 
Aug. 15. Rev. Sept. : 

China Clipper. A drama of the trans-Pacific airways 
Roberts, Ross Alexander. Humphrey Bogart, 
Walthall. Dir. Raymond Enright. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 22. 

Down the Stretch. A thrilling melodrama of the sport of kings. a 
hickey Rooney, Dennis Moore, Wiiliam Best. Dir. William Clemens. 
mins. Rel. Sept. 19. Rev. Noy. 11. 

Earthworm Tractors. he hilarious adventures of Alexander Botts, super trac- 
tor salesman. Joe E. Brown, June Travis, Guy Kibbee, Dick Foran, Carol 
Hughes, Gene Lockhart. Dir. Raymond Enright. 69 mins. Rel. July 18. 
Rev. July 29 


Studios: Burbank, 


Calif. 


Warren Wiliiam. Claire Dodd, Winifred Shaw, Dick 
60 mins. Rel. 


Pat O’Brien, Beverly 
Marie Wilson, Henry B. 
Rev. Aug. 19 
Patricia Ellis, 
65 


Horton, Arthur Treacher. Dir. Frank Borzage. Rel. May 30. Rev. June 17. 

Here Comes Carter. Fast moving comedy romance about a radio commentator. 
Ross Alexander, Glenda Farrell, Anne Nagel, Craig Reynolds. Dir. Wil- 
liam Clemens. 60 mins. Rel. Oct. Rev. Nov. 18. 

Love Begins at Twenty. Comedy of young love. 
Warren Hull, Hobart Cavanaugh. Dir. Frank 
Aug. 22. Rev. Sept. 23. : 

Stage Struck. Musical comedy of backstage life. 


McDonald. 58 mins. 


Dick Powell, Joan Blondell, 


Frank McHugh. The Yacht Club Boys. Dir. Busby Berkeley. 91 mins. | 
Rel. Sept. 12. Rev. Sept. 30. 
Three Men on a Horse. Comedy smash based on the stage success. Frank 


McHugh. Joan Blondell, Guy Kibbee, Carol Hughes, Allen Jenkins, Sam 
Levene, Teddy Hart. Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. 85 mins. Rel. Nov. 21. Rev. 


Dec. 2. 

Trailin’ West. Swift-paced western with music. Dick Foran, Paula Stone, Gor- 
don Elliott, Addison Richards, Robert Barrat. Dir. Noel Smith. 56 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 5. Rev. Oct. 21. : 

Two Against the World. A drama based on a large radio station’s digging up 
and exploiting the past of a woman who paid for her crime years before. 
Humphrey Bogart, Claire Dodd, Beverly Roberts, Henry O'Neill. Dir. 
William McGann. 57 mins. Rel. July 11. Rev. July 15. 

White Angel, The. A dramatization of the life of Florence Nightingale. Kay 
Francis, Donald Woods, Ian Hunter, Henry O'Neill. Dir. William Dieterle. 
91 mins. Rel. July 4 Rev. July 1. 

Offices: R.K.O. Bldg., 


Grand National New York, N.Y. 


Releases Also Allied, Chesterfield and Liberty 
Captain Calamity (Hirliman). Natural color. Geo. Houston, 
Rel. Oct. 20. 
Dark Hour, The (Chesterfield). A fast-moving mystery, presenting a baffling 
problem in crime detection. 
Dir. Charles Lamont. Rel. Jan. 15 
Devil on Horseback, The (Hirliman). 
Campo, Fred Keating. Rel. Sept. 29. 
Dizzy Dames (Liberty). Musical. 
rence Gray. Dir. Wm. Nigh. 65 mins. Rev. July 22 
In His Steps (Zeidman). Parental trouble that followed an elopement. 
Linden, Cecilia Parker. 77 mins. Rel. Sept. 22. Rev. Nov. 4. 
Song of the Gringo (Finney). Tex Ritter, Joan Woodbury. Rel. Oct. 27. 
We're in the Legion Now (Hirliman). Natural color. Reginald Denny, Vince 
Barnett, Esther Ralston, Claudia Dell. Rel. Nov. 4 


Marian Nixon. 


Rev. Aug. 5 
Natural color picture. 


Eric 


> 





Innocent girl escapes the gallows through the efforts of the | 








These tabulations are compiled 
from information supplied by tne 
various production companies and 
checked up as soon as possible after 
rélease. Listing is given when re- 
lease dates are definitely set. Titles 
are retained for six months. 
agers who receive service subse- 
quent to that period should preserve 
a copy of the calendar for reference. 

The running time as given here 
is presumably that of the projection 
room showings and can only approx- 
imate the actual release length in 
those states or communities where 
lecal or state censorship may result 
in deletions. Running time in the 
reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time, clocked in the the- 


|atre after passage by the New York 


State censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only in actual 
showings. 

While every effort is made to hold 
this list accurate, the information 


| Devil Is a Sissy, The 


| Gorgeous Hussy, The. 


Man- | 


+ 





Devil Doll, The. Horror story of human awarfed to doll size 
more, Maureen O'Sullivan, Frank Lawton. 
Rel. July 10. Rev. Aug. 12. 

Freddie Bartholomew, Jackie Cooper. Mickey Rooney. 

Dir. W. S. Van Dyke. 131 mins. Rel. Sept. 18. Rev Oct. 21 

Based on Samuel Hopkins Adams's historical novel of 

the Jacksonian era Joan Crawford in the title role; Robert Taylor, Lionel 

Barrymore, Melvyn Douglas. Dir. Clarence Brown. 105 mins. Rel. Aug. 28. 


Lionel Barry- 
Dir. Tod Browning. 70 mins. 


Rev Sept. 9 

Great Ziegfeld, The. Suggested by the life of the late great impresario Wil- 
liam Powell, Louise Rainer, Myrna Loy. Dir. R. Z. Leonard. 180 mins. 
Rel. Sept. 4 Rev. April 15 

His Brother’s Wife. Domestic triangle. Barbara Stanwyck, Robert Taylor. Dir. 
W.S Van Dyke. 91 mins. Rel. Aug. 7. Rev. Aug. 19 

Kelly the Second. Roughouse comedy. Patsy Kelly, Chas. Chase. Dir. Gus 

Merin. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 2. Rev. Oct. 7. 

Libeled Lady. Park Ave. and newspaper row mix it up. Jean Harlow, Wm 
Powell, Myrna Loy. Spencer Tracy. Dir. Jack Conway. 85 mins. Rel. 
Oct. 9. Rev. Nov. 4 

Longest Night, The. Murder in a department store. Robt. Young, Florence Rice, 

Ted Healy. Dir. Errol Window. 50 mins. Rel. Oct. 2. Rev. Oct. 21. 

Love on the Run. Farcical romance. Joan Crawford, Clark Gable, Franchot 
Tone. Dir. W. S. Van Dyke. 70 mins. Rel Nov. 20. Rev. Dec. 2 


theatre | 


supplied may not always be correct. | 


even though official. To obtain the | ®°™eo, and Juliet. 


fullest degree of accuracy, ‘Variety’ 
will appreciate the co-operation of 


| all managers who may note discrep- 


ancies, 


SLOTT LEAVES WB T0 





a 


Irene Ware, Ray Walker, Burton Churchill. | 
Lil Damita, Del 


Marjorie Rambeau, Florine McKinney, Law- | 


OPERATE OWN HOUSES 


| Chicago, Dec. 15. 

| Max Slott, for the past 11 years 
| with the midwest Warner Bros.’ the- 
|atre department and most recently 
la district manager for the circuit 
|with nine theatres under his super- 
|vision, has resigned to go into the 
}exhibition field on his own. 
ing over the southside Grand Ter- 


at an approximate cost of $25,000 
for an opening date 
Will name the new house the Park. 

James Coston, head of Warners in 





Mad Holiday. Murder mystery aboard ship with picture player involved. Ed- 
mund Lowe, Elissa Landi, ZaSu Pitts, Ted Healey. Dir. Geo. B. Seitz. 
7 Rel. Nov. 13. Rev. Dec. 2. 

Wallace Beery as the town tramp who comes into a 


2 mins. 


Old Hutch. 


fortune. Erie 


Linden, Cecilia Parker. Dir. J. Walter Ruben. 78 mins. Rel. Sept. 25. 
Rev. Dec. 9. 

Our Relations. Laurel and Hardy in a full length. Dir. Harry Lachman. 72 
mins. Rel. Oct. 30. Rev. Nov. 


Piccadilly Jim. Based on a P. G. Wodehouse story. 


Eric Blore, Robert Mont- 


gomery, Madge Evans, Billie Burke. Dir. Robt. Z. Leonard. 98 mins. Rel. 
Aug. 14. Rev. Sept 2 
Shakespeare. Norma Shearer, Fredric March. Dir. Geo. 
Cukor. 130 mins. On State rights release. Rev. Aug. 26 
| Suzy. Herbert Gorman’s novel of the girl who helped capture Mata Hari. Jean 
Harlow, Franchot Tone, Cary Grant. Dir. George Fitzmaurice. 95 mins. 


| Sworn Enemy. 


race spot on Feb. 1 and will remodel | 


| 


Is tak- | 


| 


in the spring. | 


them midwest, led off with a general | 


iparty for Sloit with all execs and 
j | 


|managers in attendance. Sent him 


| off with a present of a desk, chair | 


| and outfit. 
| With Slott leaving, Herbert Wheel- 
ler, present manager of the Strat- 
|ford, becomes _ district 


jland to the Stratford; Bill O’Connell 
‘from the Oakland to the Highland 
Park while Bob Bush stops the ring- 


Hugh Herbert, Patricia Ellis, | around-a-rosy by jumping from as- 
Rel. | sistant 


manager of the Jeffery 
|manager of the Oakland. 


to 


| 





SOCIALITES’ COLOR JUNGLER 
Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 15. 

Lucius R, Gordon, Yale grad, and 

his cousin, George C. Gordon 3d. 

sail for Cairo to take colored motion 
pictures in jungle around Nairobi. 

Aim at film shots in country never 


Rose Bowl. 


before seen by white men and spec- | 
ulating on commercial value of their | 
product. 


CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 


Mitchell Lewis drew acting pact 
at Metro. 
John Carradine had option lifted 


20th-Fox. 
Charles Henderson, arranger, 
given five-year covenant at Univer- 


at 


| sal. 


Edward Price, former 


| tract player, tied at Warners. 


} 


White Legion, The (Zeidman). Ian Keith, Tala Birell. Rel. Oct. 6 
Yellow Cargo (Hirliman). Chinese smuggling yarn. Conrad Nagel, Eleanor 
Hunt. Rel. Oct. 13. Rev. Nov. 18. 


Office: 1600 Broadway, 
New York. 


G-B 


East Meets West. 


George Arliss, Lucie Mannheim, Romney Brent. Dir. Herbert Mason. 14 
mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 4 

Everybody Dance. Comedy with music. Cicely Courtneidge, Ernest Truex. 
Dir. Chuck Reisner. Rel. Dec. 1 


Constance 
73 


Everything Is Thunder. Romantic melodrama of war-time Europe 
Bennett, Douglass Montgomery, Oscar Homolka. Dir. Milton Rosmer. 
: mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. 
It’s Love Again. Musical comedy with dances and song. Jessie Matthews, Rob- 
ert Young. Dir. Victor Saville. 83 mins. Rel. May 30. Rev. May 23. 
in Exile. Romantic drama. King abdicates his throne for the love of a 
commoner. Clive Brook, Helen Vinson, Mary Carlisle. Dir. Alfred Werker. | 
76 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. 
Man Who Lived Again, The. The story of a scientist who makes strange experi- | 
ments with minds. Boris Karloff, Anna Lee, John Loder. Dir. Robert | 
Stevenson. Rel. Sept. 15. 
Days a Queen. The story of Lady Jane Grey who ruled the British Em- 
pire for nine days. Cedric Hardwicke, Nova Pilbeam, John Mills. Des- | 
8 mond Tester. Dir. Robert Stevenson. 80 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Oct. 7. 
even Sinners. Comedy mystery. Edmund Lowe, Constance Cummings. Dir 
Albert de Courville. 70 mins. Rel Aug. 15 
gers on a Honeymoon. Mystery comedy based on Edgar Wallace's novel, 
The Northing Tramp. Constance Cummings, Hugh Sinclair, Noah Beery 
Rel. Dec. i5 


Love 


Nine 


Stran 


Studios: Culver City Offices: 1540 Broadway, 
Cait. Metro New York, N. ¥ 


All American Chump. Title tells the story. Stuart Erwin, Robt. Armstrong, 


Bo Betty Furness, Dir. Edwin L. Marin. 63 mins. "el. Oct. 16. Rev. Nov. 4. | 
rn to Dance. Musical comedy of the stage, Eleanor Powell, James Stewart, | 
Virginia Bruce, Una Merkel, Sid Silver. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. 105 mins. 


| and radio dramatist, given 20th-Fox | 
| writer 


Drama of Orlenta! politics in which Arliss plays a wily Rajah. | 


Nov. 25. | 


Helen Troy ticketed at Metro. 
Warners re-pacted Eddie Acuff. 
Leona Roberts, mother of Jose- 
phine Hutchinson, pacted at RKO. 
M. M. Musselman, N. Y. playwright 


contract. 
Option on J. Edward Bromberg 
lifted for another year at 20th-Fox. 
Stephen Morehouse Avery given 
writer-director-producer pact at Co- 
lumbia, 


STORY BUYS 
Hollywood, Dec. 15. 


Paramount optioned four new 
Drummond stories by H. C. McNeile 
and Gerard Fairlie, including ‘The 
Return of Bulldog Drummond,’ ‘The 


| Final Count,’ ‘The Third Round,’ and 


‘The Female of the Species.’ 


| 


manager, | 


| m tal one tr eS | 
Hearts Divided. Marion Davies, Dick Powell, Charles Ruggles, Edward Everett |JOhnny Field moves from the High- | 


| Rhythm on the Range. 


Rel. July 3. Rev. July 29 

Smashing the rackets of a big city. Robert Young, Florence 

Rice, Joseph Calleia. Dir. E. Marin. 78 mins. Rel. Sept. 11. Rev. Sept. 16. 

Tarzan Eseapes. Another adventure in the jungle. Johnnie Weismuller, Mau- 
reen O'Sullivan. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 90 mins, Rel. Nov. 6. Rev. Nov. 25. 

Women Are Trouble. Newspaper yarn. Stuart Erwin, Florence Rice. Dir. 
Errol Taggart. 60 mins. Rel. July.31. Rev. Sept. 2. 


Studio: 5851 Marathon St., Offices: 1501 Broadway, 


Hollywood, Calif. New York, N. Y¥. 


Accusing Finger, The. Girl controverts circumstantial evidence to save her 
employer, convicted of murder. Paul Kelly Marsha Hunt, Kent Taylor. 
Dir. Jas. Hogan. 61 mins. Rel. Oct. 23. Rev. Nov. 18. 

Came Love. Salesgirl falls for a picture theatre doorman. 
vey, Chas. Starrett. Dir. Bert Lytell. Rel. Nov. 6. 
Big Broadcast of 1936. Comedy in a broadcasting station 

and Allen, Bob Burns and many other known names. 
i00 mins. Rel Oct. 9. Rev. Oct. 28. 
Champagne Waltz. Musical with a Strauss background. Gladys Swarthout, 
Fred MacMurray, Jack Oakie. Dir. A. Edw Sutherland. Rel. Sept. 23. 
Drift Fence. From a Zane Grey novel. Larry Crabbe, Katherine De Mille, 
Tom Keene. Dir. Otho Lovering 57 mins. Rel. Feb 14 Rev. March 11, 
Easy to Take. Trouble for a radio ‘Uncle.’ Marsha Hunt, John Howard, Eu- 


Paramount 


Along Irene Her- 


Jack Benny, Burns 
Dir. Michael! Leisen, 


gene Pallette. Dir. Fritz Fold. Rel. Nov. 6. 

General Died at Dawn, The. Clifford Odets’ story of a fighting Irishman in 
fighting China. Gary Cooper, Madeline Carroll. Dir. Lewis Milestone. 
98 mins. Rel. Sept 4. Rev. Sept. 9 


Go West, Young Man. From a stage hit, ‘Personal Appearance,’ though Hays 
office does not permit mention. Rewritten by Mae West. Miss. West, 
Warren William. Dir. Henry Hathaway. 80 mins. Rel. Nov. 13. Rev. 

Western. 


Nov. 25. 
Dir. 
July 10 


Heart of the West. 
Bretherton. Rel 

Hideaway Girl. Romantic comedy with a crime background. Robt. Cummings, 
Shirley Ross, Martha Raye. Dir. David Garth. Rel. Nov. 26. 

Hollywood Boulevard. Hollywood story by Faith Thomas, but not the usual 
thing.. Melodramatic. John Halliday, Marsha Hunt. Dir. Robt. Florey. 
70 mins. Rel. Aug. 21. Rev Sept. 23 

I'd Give My Life. Remake of “The Noose. Sir Guy Standing, Frances Drake, 
Tom Brown. Dir. Edwin L. Marin. 82 mins Rel. Aug. 14. Rev. Aug. 19. 

Jungle Princess, The. Girl Tarzan in Siam is saved from death by her monkey 
subjects. Dorothy Lamour, Ray Milholland. Dir. Wm. Thiele. Rel. Nov. 27. 

Lady Be Careful. Deodorized version of ‘Sailor Beware.’ Lew Ayres. Mary 
Carlisle, Larry Crabbe. Dir. J. T. Reed. 71 mins. Rel. Sept. 4. Rev. Oct. 14. 

Murder with Pictures. From a story by Geo. Harmon Coxe of a news photog. 
Lew Ayres, Gail Patrick. Dir. Chas. Barton. Rel. Sept. 18. Rev. Nov. 25. 

My American Wife. Royaly goes cowboy. Francis Lederer. Ann Sothern, Fred 
Stone. Dir. Harold Young. 175 mins. Rel. Aug. 7. Rev. Aug. 26. 

Return of Sophie Lang, The. New. story based on an old favorite. Gertrude 
Michael, Sir Guy Standing, Ray Milland. Dir. Geo. Archainbaud. 63 mins. 
Rel. July 3. Rev. July 29 

Western, with song. Bing Crosby, Frances Farmer. 

Dir Norman Taurog. 85 mins’ Rel. July 31. Rev. Aug. 5 

College story with football background. Eleanore Whitney, Tom 
tel Larry Crabbe, Dir. Chas. Barton. 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 30. Rev. 
ec. 9 


Son Comes Home, A. Mary Boland in her first dramatic role on the screen. 
Mary Boland, Donald Woods, Julie Haydon. Dir. E. A. Dupont. 74 mins. 
Rel. July 31. Rev. Sept. 9. 

Spendthrifts. Penniless sportsman stages comeback as radio commentator. 
Henry Fonda, Pat Paterson, Mary Brian. Dir. Raoul Walsh. 80 mins. Rel. 
July 17. Rev. July 29. 

Straight from the Shoulder. From Lucian Carey’s story, ‘Johnny Gets His Gun.’ 
Kid frustrates gangsters, but not a gangster yarn. Ralph Bellamv. Kath- 
erine Locke, David Holt. Dir. 


William Boyd, Jimmy Ellison. Howard 


Stuart Heisler. 66 mins. Kel. Sept. 28. 

Rev. Nov. 18. 

Texas Rangers, The. Epic of the men who founded and made the state of 

| Texas. Fred MacMurray. Jack Oakie, Jean Parker. Dir. King Vidor. 
97 mins. Rel. Aug. 28. Rev. Sept. 30. 

| Three Married Men. Martial story of marital life. Lynne Overman, Wm. Fraw- 
ley, Roscoe Karns, Mary Brian. Dir. Edw. Buzzeil. 61 mins. Rel. Sept. 
ll. Rev. Sept. 30. 

Vallant Is the Word for Carrie. Recent best seller story with a new twist. 
Gladys George, Arline Judge, John Howard. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 109 
mins. Rel. Oct. 2. Rev. Oct 14 


RKO con- 


Wedding Present. Slightly lunatic story about a defeated lover who calls out 
the fire and police denartments to jazz his faithless sweetheart’s wedding. 
Joan Bennett, Cary Grant, Geo. Bancroft. Dir. Rich. Wallace. 80 mins. 


Rel. Sept. 25. Rev. Nov. 25. 

Wives Never Know. Pseudo psychologist stirs up trouble for himself and a 
friend. Chas. Ruggles. Mary Boland, Adolphe Menjou. Dir. Elliott Nugent, 

73 mins. Rel. Sept. 18. Rev. Nov. 4. 

| Yours for the Asking. New York gamblers in a Florida locale Geo Raft, 
Dolores Costello, Ida Lupino, James Gleason. Dir. Alex. Hall. 68 mins. 


Studios: Hollywood, 


‘Grand Gesture—Ten Grand,’ short | 


published novels. 

Warners purchased the published 
story, ‘Peril Range.” by Austin Cor- 
coran and Myrtle Corey. 


| Mary of Scotland. 


| story by Alec Rackowe, taken by 
Columbia, 

Hamilton Basso’s novel. ‘Court- 
house Square,’ acquired by Metro. 

Twentieth-Fox purchased ‘Dis- | 
cipline,” by Leon Gordon and/§ 
Charles Vidor, and ‘Headquarters,’ | 
by Arthur Arthur. Both are 


ull- | 


| All Scarlet (tentative). 


Rel. July 24. Rev. Aug. 26. 


R.K.O. Radio 


Racing melodrama. 
Thomas, 


Office: R.K.O. Bldg., 
Radio City, N.V.C. 


Ann Dvorak, Harry Carey, Smith 
Berton Churchill, Ray Mayer, Dir. Wallace 


Calif. 


Zallew, Frank M 
Fox. Rel. Jan. 29. 

Big Game, The. Exposing the evils of football gamblers. 
Gleason, June Travis, Bruce Cabot, Andy Devine. 
Jr. 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 9. Rev. Oct. 28 

Bride Walks Out, The. Matrimonial adventure of a man who tinsists that 
two can live on $35 a week and his fiancee who doesn’t think so but is 
willing to try. Barbara Stanwyck, Gene Raymond, Robert Young. Ned 


Sparks, Helen Broderick. Dir. Leigh Jason. 80 mins. Rel. July 10. Rev. 
July 15 


Daniel Boone. 


Philip Huston, James 
Dir. George Nicholls, 


Historical adventure of great frontiersman in expedition across 


Cumberland Mountains and settlement of Kentucky Valley. George 
O’Brien, Heather Angel John Carradine, Ralph Forbes. 77 mins. Rel. 
Oct 16. Rev. Oct. 28. 


a 

Don’t Turn ’Em Loose. Inspired by the lax functioning of State parole boards. 
Lewis Stone, James Gleason, Betty Grable, Frank M. Thomas. Dir. Ben 
Stoloff. 68 mins. Rel. Sept. 18. Rev. Sept. 30. 

Grand Jury. A stirring indictment of the average American's tendency to shirk 
his duties on the jury stand. Fred Stone, Louise Latimer, Owen Davis, Jr. 
Dir. Al Rogell. 60 mins. Rel. July 24. Rev. Aug 5 

Make Way for a Lady. Romantically imaginative high-school girl tries to nick 
a wife for her widowed father. Anne Shirley, Herbert Marshall, Ger- 
trude Michael, Margot Grahame. Dir. David Burton, Rel. Nov. 13. 

Historical. Katharine Hepburn, Fredric March. Dir. John 

Ford. i129 mins. Rel. Aug. 28. Rev. Aug. 5. 

M’Liss. The famous old play. Anne Shirley, John Beal, Guy Kibbee. Moront 
Olsen. Dir. George Nicholls. Jr. 66 mins. Rel. July 17. Rev. Aug. 12. 

Mother Carey’s Chickens. Fatherless family’s efforts to preserve its identity 


and happiness. Ginger Rogers Fred Stone.. Dir. Dorothy Arzner. Rel. 
am ‘ 


| Mummy's Boys. Wheeler and Woolsey on an archaeological expedition to Egvot. 


| 


Bert aie, Robert Woolsey, Barbara Pepper. Dir. Fred Guiol. Rel. 
Oct. 2. 


(Continued on page 33) 
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MASH! 


“BORN TO DANCE” 
HAPPY HOLD-OVERS! 


3rd WEEK at Capitol, N. Y. 
3rd WEEK: Pittsburgh 

3rd WEEK: Seattle 

3rd WEEK: San Francisco 
3rd WEEK: Chicago 


2nd WEEK: Baltimore, Richmond, 
Albany, Philadelphia, Norfolk, Mil- 
waukee, Denver,LosAngeles,Portland, 
San Diego, Atlanta, New Orleans, Day- 
ton, Harrisburg, Reading, Wilmington, 





- New Haven, Cleveland, Cincinnati. 
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Isn’t it lovely to get HITS when you 
need ’em most! You’d think Leo | 
would let up after delivering “Great. 
Ziegfeld”, “Gorgeous Hussy”, “Libeled | 
Lady”, “Love On The Run”, “Tarzan } 
Escapes” and other early season hits. 
But he’s practically put Santa Claus | 
out’ of business by bringing out } 


“BORN TO DANCE” tight now! 


NOBODY CAN TOP THIS! : 


Pre-Holiday: ‘BORN TO DANCE’ 
Xmas: “AFTER THE THIN MAN’ 
New Year’s: CAMILLE” 


1937: “You ain’t seen nothin’ yet!” 
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‘Riddle of the Dangling Pearl (tentative). 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES: 


(Continued from page 31) 





Waitress. Night waitress exposes illegal activities of gang of highjackers 
sing as detectives. Margot Grahame, Gordon Jones. Dir. Lew Landers 
el. Dec. 18, o« 

Man Came Sack. How an innocent man can be arrested, tried and sen- 
tenced to the) gallows through a ‘frame-up’ and circumstantial evidence. 
Preston Foster, Ann Dvorak, John Beal. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Rel. Aug. 28. 

Plough and the Stars, The. The saga of the struggle for Irish freedom and the 
historic Irish Rebellion of 1916. Barbara Stanwyck. Preston Foster, Barry 
Fitzgerald, Dennie O'Dea, Eileen Crowe. Dir. John Ford. Rel. Sept. 25. 

Rainbow on the River. Orphan boy goes through many trials before learning 
his identity and station. Bobby Breen, May Robson, Louise Beaver, 
Charles Butterworth. Dir, Kurt Newmann. Rel. Dec. 25. 

School teacher Hildegarde Withers 
and Inspector Oscar Piper again solve mystery. James Gleason, Zasu 
Pitts, Louise Latimer, Owen Davis, Jr. Dir. Ben Holmes. Rel. Dec. 11 

Second Wife. The problems arising from a second marriage. Waiter Abel, Ger- 

trude Michael, Eric Rhodes. Dir. Edward Kelly. Rel. Aug. 31 
smartest Girl in Town, Revealing the activities of those much-pictured adver- 

tising photographers’ models 


Night 


One 





| Love Letters of a Star. 


Ann Sothern, Gene Raymond, Helen Brod- | 


- erick. Dir. Joseph Santley. 58 mins. Rel. Nov. 27. Rev. Nov. 25. 
Swing Time.. America’s dancing stars in a gay musical romance with music | 
‘ by Jerome Kern. Fred Astaire, Ginger Rogers, Victor Moore, Helen 

Broderick, Eric Blore, Georges Metaxa, Betty Furness. Dir. George Stev- 


103 mins. 


ens. Rel. Sept. 4. Rev. Sept. 2. 

Walking on Air. Radio crooner makes his own broadcast. Gene Raymond, | 
Ann Sothern. Dir. Jos. Santley 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 11 Rev. Sept. 16 
Wanted! Jane Turner. Post office inspector runs down gang who rob mail- | 
truck. Gloria Stuart, Lee Tracy, Frank M. Thomas. Dir. Edward Killy 

Rel. Dec 4. 


We Who Are About to Die. 
man to the gallows. 
ton, J. Carroll Naish, Ray Mayer. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Rel. Jan. 8. 

Winterset. A son sets out to clear the memory of his father who died in 
electric chair only to find himself involved in poignant romance among 
New York’s: tenements. Burgess Meredith, Margo. Eduardo Ciannelli 

Dir. Alfred Santell. 78 mins. Rel. Nov. 20. Rev. Dec. 9. 

Without Orders. Shows responsibility of airline pilots for safety of their pas- 
sengers. Robert Armstrong Sally Eilers, Frances Sage, Vinton Haworth, 
Charley Grapewin. Dir. Lou Landers. 84 mins. Rel. Oct. 23. Rev. Nov. 11 

Woman Rebels. The valiant efforts of a woman to make the 
real significance of women and their rights Katharine 
Marshall, Donald Crisp. Dir. Mark Sandrich. 90 mins 
Nov. 4 


Hepburn, Herbert 
Rel. Nov. 6. Rev 


Office: RKO Bidg., 
New York, N. Y. 


Republic 


Bulldog Edition. Ray Walker, Evalyn Knapp, Regis Toomey. Dir. Charles 
Lamont. 57 mins. Rel. Sept. 20. Rev. Oct. 14. 

Follow Your Heart. Musical. Marion Talley, Michael Bartlett. Dir. Aubrey 
Scotto. 82 mins. Rel. Sept. 5. Rev. Oct. 28. 

Forbidden Heaven. English workman adopts a waif. Chas. Farrell, Charlotte 
Henry. Dir. Reginald Barker. 68 mins. Rev. Sept. 9. 


Gentieman from Louisiana, The. Eddie Quillan, 
Dir Irving Pichel. 69 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. Sept. 16. 

Hearts in Bondage. Dramatic story of five characters whose lives are entangled 
in the building of the Monitor, and in the climax of the battle between the 
Monitor and Merrimac. James Dunn, Mae Clarke, Charlotte Henry, David 

; Manners. Dir. Lew Ayres. Rel. Aug. 15.. Rev. Oct. 21. 

Oh, Susannah. Gene Autry. Frances Grant. Rel. Aug. 20. 


President’s Mystery, The. Based on a suggestion by F. D. Roosevelt. Henry 
Wilcoxon, Betty Furness. Dir. Phil Rosen. 81 mins. Rel. Oct. 8 Rev. 
Oct. 21 

Red River Valley. Western. Gene Autry. Dir. H. Reeves Eason. 60 mins. 


Rel. March 2. Rev. Nov. II. f 
Sagebrush Troubadour, Western. Gene Autrey. Dir. Jos. Kane. 57 mins. Rev. 
Sept. 9. 
Sitting on the Moon. 
Staub. 66 mins. 


Grace Bradley, Roger Pryor, Pert = Kelton. 

Rel. Sept. 25. Rev. Sept. 30. 

Three Mesquiteers. Ray Corrigan, Bob Livingston, Syd Saylor. Rel. Sept. 20. 

Ticket to Paradise. Roger Pryor, Wendy Barrie. Dir. Aubrey Scotto. 70 mins. 
Rel. July 10. Rev. July 15. 

Winds of the Wasteland. Western.- John Wayne, Phyllis Fraser. Rel. July 6. 


Studio: Fox Hills, 
Hollywood, Cal. 


Across the Aisle. Brian Donlevy, Gloria Stuart. 
Rel. July 24. 

As You Like It. Elisabeth Bergner, Laurence Olivier. 
mins. Rel. Sept. 18. Rev. Sept. 11. 

Back to Nature (Jones Family). Jed Prouty. Shirley Deane, Dixie Dunbar. 
Dir. Jas, Tinling. 56 mins. Rel. Oct. 9. Rev. Sept. 2. 

Banjo On My Knee. Barbara Stanwyck, Joel McCrea. Dir. John Cromwell. 


Rel. Dec. 11. 

Border Patrolman. Geo. O’Brien western. 58 mins. Rel. July 3. Rev. July 1. 

Can This Be Dixie? Jane Withers, Slim Summerville, Helen Wood. Dir. Geo. 
Marshall. Rel. Dec. 4. 

Charley Chan at the Race Track. Warner Oland, Helen Wood, Alan Pinehart. 
Dir. H. Bruce Humberstone. 70 mins. Rel, Aug. 7. Rev. Aug. 19. 

Dimples. Shirley Temple, Frank Morgan. Dir, Wm. A. Seiter. 78 mins. Rel. 
Oct. 16. Rev. Oct. 14. 

15 Maiden Lane. Jewelry racket below the old crooks’ deadline. 


Offices: 444 West 56th St. 
New York, N. Y¥. 
H. Bruce Humberstone. 


20th Century-Fox 
Dir. 


Dir. Paul Czinner. 95 


Claire Trevor, 


Cesar Romero. Dir. Allan Dwan. 64 mins. Rel. Oct. 30. Rev. Oct. 14. 
Girls’ Dormitory. Herbert Marshall, Ruth Chatterton, Simone Simon. Dir. 
Irving Cummings. 65 mins. Rel. Aug. 14. Rev. Sept. 2. 
Glory. Jane Darwell, Delma Byron. Dir. Frank Strayer. Rel. Dec. 18. 


High Tension. Glenda Farrell, Brian Donlevy, Dir. Allan, Dwan. 63 mins. 
Rel. July 17. Rev. July 15. 

Holy Lie, The. Jane Dawell, Claire Trevor, J. Edward Bromberg. Dir. Lewis 
Seiler. Rel. Aug. 28. 

King of the Royal Mounted. Zane Grey western. Robert Kent. Dir. Howard 
Bretherton. 58 mins. Rel. Sept. 11. Rev. Sept. 30. 

Ladies in Love. Janet Gaynor, Constance Bennett, Loretta Young, Simone 
Simon, Don Ameche, Paul Lukas. Dir. Edw. H. Griffith. 97 mins. -Rel. 


Sept. 28. Rev. Nov. 4. : . 
Lloyds of London. Historical. Madeleine Carroll, Sir Guy Standing, Freddie 
112 mins. Rel. Dec. Rev. Dec. 2 


Bartholomew. Dir. Henry King. . 
One in a Million. Debut of Sonja Henie, champ figure py — Men- 
ei. + ° 


jou, Jean Hersholt Ritz Bros. Dir. Geo. Marshall. 


Pepper. Story of a waif. Jane Withers. Irvin Cobb, Slim Summerville. Dir. 
Jas. Tinling. 61 mins. Rel. Sept. 11. Rev. Aug. 12 
Pigskin Parade. Stuart Erwin, Johnnie Downs, Arline Judge, 


Patsy Kelly. 
Dir. David Butler. 90 mins. | 


i Rel. Nov. 18. 
Poor Little Rich Girl, The. 


Shirley Temple, Alice Faye, Gloria Stuart, Jack 
Haley. Dir. Irving Cummings. 79 mins. Rel. July 24. Rev. July 1 

Ramona. In technicolor. Loretta Young, Don Ameche. Dir. Henry King. 
mins. Rel. Oct 23. Rev. Oct. 14. 

Reunion Dionne Quintuplets. Jean Hersholt. Rochelle Hudson. Dir. Norman 
Taurog. 83 mins. Rel. Nov. 13. Rev. Dec. 2. 

Road to Glory, The. War story from Wm. Faulkner. Remake of a Pathe-Natan | 
French version. Frederic March, Warner Baxter, Lionel Barrymore, June 
Lang. Dir. Howard Hawks. 103 mins. Rel. Sept. 4. Rev. Aug. 12. 

Sing, Baby, Sing. Adolphe Menjou, Alice Faye, Patsy Kelly. Dir. Sidney Lan- 
field. 90 mins. Rel. Aug. 21. Rev. Sept. 16 

Song and Dance Man. Claire Trevor, Paul Kelly. 
Rel. March 13. Rev. March 138. 


Star for a Night. Claire Trevor, Jane Darwell, Arline Judge, Evelyn Venable. 
J. Edw. Bromberg. Dir. Lewis Seiler. 76 mins. Rel. Aug. 28. Rev. Aug. 26. 


Stowaway, The. Shirley Temple story. Robert Young, Alice Faye. Rel. Dec. 25 


} 
| 
| 


a4 


Dir. Allan Swan. 172 mins 





Thank You, Jeeves. Comedy. Arthur Treacher. Dir. Eugene Forde. 55 mins | 
Rel. Sept. 25. Rev. Sept. 23. 
Thirty-Six Hours to Kill. Racket story. Brian Donlevy, Gloria Stuart. Dir 


Eugene Forde. 65 mins. Rel. July 24. Rev. Aug. 19. 


To Mary—With Love. Warner Baxter, Myrna Loy. Dir. John Cromwell. 87 
mins, Rel. Aug. 1. Rev. Sept. 2. 

Under Your Spell. With songs. Lawrence Tibbett, Wendy_ Barrie, Gregory 
Ratoff. Dir. Otto L. Preminger. 63 mins. Rel. Oct. 6. Rev. Nov. 18 

White Fang (20th). Dog story from Curwood’s novel. Michael Whalen, Jean 

"id Muir, Brian Donlevy. Dir. David Butler. 70 mins. Rel. July 3. Rev. July 22 

White Hunter. African story. Warner Baxter, June Lang. Dir, Irving Cum- 
mings. 65 mins. Rel. Nov. 20. Rev. Dec. 2 

Wild Brian Kent. Outdoor picture. Raloh Bellamy, Mae Clark. Dir. Howard | 


3 . . & s 7 
Bretherton. 57 mins. Rel. Nov. 7. 


Formosa Blvd. 4 ; Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 
Hollywood, Calif. United Artists New York, N. ¥ 


Come and Get It. Goldwyn’s production of Edna Ferber’s novel about north- 


tev. Dec. 9. 


Studio: 1041 No. 


west lumber strife. Edward Arnoid, Frances Farmer. Dir. Howard 
Dod Hawks 99 mins Rei. Nov. %. Rev. Nov. 18 
sworth. Goldwyn’s production of Sinclair Lewis’ novel. Walter Huston, 
Ruth Chatterton, Mary Astor. Dir. William Wyler. 96 mins. Rel. Sept 
Gara = Rev. Sept. 30. : 
— of Allak. Romance in the Sahara. Mariene Dietrich, Charles Boyer 
a luced by David O Selznick in technicolor. Dir. Richard Boleslawskt 
Ga mms Rel. Oct. 14. Rev Nov. 25 
. Desperado. Mexicana musical romance Nino Martini. Ida Lupino, Leo 
Carrillo Pickford-Lasky production Dir. Rouben Mamoulian. 90 mins. | 
Rel. Oct. 2. Rev. Oct. i4 ? 


Dir. Ralph | 


Politics and a frame-up almost send an innocent | 
Preston Foster, Ann Dvorak, John Beal, Russel Hop- | 


world realize the | 


Doris Nolan, Michaei Whalen. Dir. talph Murphy. 79 mins. Rei, Nov. 1 
Rev. Nov. 4. 

My Man Godfrey. Comedy-drama. Wm. Powell. Carole Lombard. Dir Greg- 
ory LaCara. 9512 mins. Rel. Sept. 6 Rev. Sept. 23 

a on = Mississippi. James Dunn, Andy Devine. Dir. Arthur Lubin. Rel 

ec 3 

Parole! Ann Preston, Henry Hunter. Dir. Louis Friedlander. 67 mins. Rel 
June 14 tev July 1 

Postal Inspector. Drama. Ricardo Cortez, Patricia Ellis. Dir. Otto Beaver. 58 

mins Rel. Aug. 2. Rev. Sept. 9 

Rich and Reckless. Edmund Lowe, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Harry Beaumont. Rel 
Oct. 4 

Sea Spoilers. John Wayne, Nan Grey. Dir. Frank Strayer. 62 mins. Rel 
Sept. 27. Rev. Oct. 28. | 

Top of the Town. Doris Nolan, George Murphy, Hugh Herbert, Gertrude 
Niesen, Ella Logan, Jack Smart, Peggy Ryan, 3 Sailors, Gregory Ratoff. 
Dir. Walter Lang. Rel. Dec. 27 

Two in a Crowd. Joan Bennett. Joel McCrea. Dir. Alfred E. Green. 82 mins 
Rei. Sept. 13. Rev. Oct. 7 

Yellowstone. Drama. Henry Hunter, Judith Barrett, Ralpn Morgan. Andy De- 
vine. Dir. Arthur Lubin. 60 mins. Rei, Aug. 16. Rev. Sept. 23. 

| Studios: Burbank, W Offices: 321 W. 44th St 

: arner Brothe * 
Calif. rs New York, N. Y¥. 
Anthony Adverse. Based on the international best seller by Hervey Allen 


Charlotte Henry, Chic Sale. | 





| Calvario de Una Esposa, El (Sp). 


: ' 
Last of the Mohicans (Reliance). Randolph Scott. 91 mins. Rel. Aug. 13. Rev 


Sept. 9. 
Man Who Could Work Miracles. Based on an original by H. G. Wells. 
Young; Joan Gardner and Ralph Richardson Dir. Lothar Mendes 
Rembrandt (London Films). Story of the artist. Chas. Laughton, Gertrude 
Lawrence. Dir. Alex. Korda. 81 mins. Rel. Dec. 4. Rev. Dec. 9. 


Roland 


Studio: Universal City, 
Calif. 

Boss Rider of Gun Creek. Buck Jones. 

Crash Donovan. Jack Holt. 
Aug. 12. 

Empty Saddles. Buck Jones. Rel. Dec. 20. 

Flying Hostess. Judith Barrett, Wm. Hall. Dir. Murray Roth. 

Four Days’ Wonder. Jeanne Dante, Kenneth Howell. Dir. 
Rel. Dec. 20. 

Girl on the Front Page, The. 
mont. 75 mins. 


> Offices: 30 Rockefeller Center 
Unive 
rsal New York, N. ¥ 
Rel. Nov. 1. 
Vir. ka Laemmie. o5 mins Rel 


July 19. Rev 


Rel. Nov. 22. 
Sidney Salkow. 


Edmund Lowe, Gloria Stuart. 

Rel. Sept. 2. Rev. Nov. 11 

r. Murder mystery from ‘The Case of the Constant God.’ 

Henry Hunter, Polly Rowles. Dir. Lois R. Foster, Milton Carruth. 66 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 8 Rev.. Dec. 2. 

Luckiest Girl in the World. From the Ladies Home Journal story. Jane Wyatt, 


Dir. Harry Beau- 


Louis Hayward. Dir. Edw. Buzzell. 75 mins. Rel. Nov. 8. Rev. Dec. 9. 
Magniticent Brute, The. Drama. Victor McLagien. Binnie Barnes. Dir. Jonn 
G:. Blystone. 77 mins. Rel. Sept 20 Rev. Oct. 28 


Man I Marry, The. Society girl who knows her theatre puts the best boy over 


Fredric March, Olivia de Havilland, Anita Louise, Claude Rains, Donald 
Woods, Edmund Gwenn, Louis Hayward, Gale Sondergaard, Steffi Duna 
Billy Mauch. Dir. Mervyn Le Roy. 139 mins. Rel. Aug. 29. Rev. Sept. 2 

Bengal Tiger. Circus locale. Barton MacLane, June Travis. Dir. Louis King 
62 mins Rel. Sept. 5. Rev. Aug. 5 

Big Noise, The. A smail town business man outwits a gang of racketeers 
Kibbee, Warren Hull, Alina Lloyd, Dick Foran. Di: 
mins Rei. June 27 Rev July 8 

Cain and Mabel. A musica! extravaganza about the prizefighter and the lady, 
from H C. Witwer story. Marion Davies, Clark Gable. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. 
90 mins’ Rel. Oct. 17. Rev. Oct. 21. 

California Mail. A western thriller 
Dir. Noel Smith. 56 mins. Rel. Nov. 14. 

Charge of the Light Brigade, The. Based on Tennyson's immortal poem. 
Flynn Olivia de Havilland, Patric Knowles, Henry Stephenson. 
Michael Curtiz. 115 mins. Rel. Nov. 11. Rev. Nov. 4 

Give Me Your Heart. Based on the international stage success, ‘Sweet Aloes. 
Kay Francis, George Brent, Roland Young, Patric Knowles, Frieda Ines- 


Guy 
Frank McDonald 58 


Errol 
Dir 


court. Dir. Archie Mayo. 88 mins. Rel. Sept. 26. Rev. Sept. 16. 
Green Pastures, The. From the Pulitzer Prize play by Mare Connelly. All-star 
cast. Dirs. Mare Connelly and William Keighley. 93 mins. Rel. Aug. 1. 


Rev. July 22 
Hot Money. Fast moving comedy-romance. 
Joseph Cawthorn, Paul Graetz. Dir. 
July 18. Rev. July 29. 
Isle of Fury. Melodrama of wanted 


William McGann. 68 mins: 

on a South Sea island. Donald 
Woods, Margaret Lindsay, Humphrey Bogart, Paul Graetz. Dir. Frank 
McDonald. 60 mins. Rel. Oct. 10. Rev. Nov. 18. 

Jailbreak. Smashing melodrama. Craig Reynolds, June Travis, Barton MacLane. 
Dir. Nick Grinde. 60 mins. Rel. Aug. 8. Rev. Aug. 12. 

King of Hockey. Story of the ice rink. Dick Purcell, Anna Nagel. 
Smith. 56.-mins. Rel. Dec. 19. Rev. Dec. 9. 

Midsummer Night’s Dream, A. Spectacular production of the 
comedy. Extensive cast of stars. Dir. Max Reinhardt, Wm. Dieterle. 
mins. (Roadshow.) Release pending. Rev. Oct. 16 


men 


Polo Joe. Joe E. Brown plays the game. Carol Hughes, Skeets Gallagher. Dir. | 


Wm. McGann. 
Public Enemy’s Wife. 
to a kilier. Pat O’Brien, Margaret Lindsay, Robert Armstrong, Cesare Ro- 
mero. Dir. Nick Grinde. 69 mins. Rel. July 25. Rev. July 15. 
Satan Met a Lady. Bette Davis, Warren William, Alison Skipworth, Winifred 
> ore Marie Wilson. Dir. William Dieterle. 74 mins. Rel. Aug. 8. Rev. 
uly 29, 


65 mins. Rev. Nov. 11 


Miscellaneous Releases 


Aces and Eights (Syndicate). Tim McCoy as a benign gambler. 
Luana Walters. Dir. Sam Newfield. 62 mins. Rev. Aug. 12. 

Caryl of the Mountains (Marcy). Western 
Rin-Tin-Tin. Dir. Bernard B. Ray. 

Cavalcade of the West (Diversion). Western. Hoot Gibson. Dir. 
70 mins. Rev. Sept. 30. 

Ghost Patrol (Puritan). G men in chaps. Tim McCoy. Dir. Sam Newfield. 58 
mins. Rel. Aug. 3. Rev. Sept 16. 

Last of the Warrens. Western. Bob Steele. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 59 mins 
Rel. May 10. Rev. July 8. 

Lion’s Den, The (Puritan). East-West story. Tim McCoy, Jean Woodbury. Dir 
Sam Newtield. 60 mins. Rel. July 6. Rev. Sept. 2. 

Men of the Plains (Colony). Western. Rex Beil, Joan Barclay. Dir. Robt. Hill. 
65 mins. Rev. Sept. 30. 

Prison Shadows (Puritan). Prize ring story. Eddie Nugent, Lucille Lund. Dir. 
Bob Hill. 67 mins. Rev. Sept. 2. 

Riding Avenger (Division). Western. Hoot Gibson, Ruth Mix. Dtr. 
Fraser 60 mins Rev. July 15 

Song of China, The (McLean). All Chinese cast and production. 


Tim McCoy, 


61 mins. Rev. Sept. 30 


Harry 





Yau. 60 mins. Rev. Nov. 11. } 
Traitor, The (Puritan). Modern day western. Tim McCoy, Frances Gant. 
Dir. Sv Neufeld. 60 mins. Rel. Aug. 29. Rev. Nov, 4. 
Foreign Language Films 
(Most of these available with English titles) 
Alla en Rancho Grande (Sp). Mexican musical. Tito Guizar. Dir. Fernando 
de Fuentes. 90 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Dec. 2. 


Amo Te Sola (It) (Nuovo Mondo). Love under handicap. Dir. 
tioti, 75 mins Rel. July 15. Rev. July 22. 

Amour de Toni, Les (Fr) (Metropolis). Heavy drama. Dir. Jean Renoir. 80 
mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 18. 

Anna (Russ) (Amkino). Love and intrigue on the steppes. Dir. Piriev. 90 
mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. July 22. 


Anna und Elisabeth (Ger) (Casino) 
Wiecke. Dir. Frank Wysbar. 
Asi Es La Mujer (Sp). Frothy romance. 


Heavy drama. Hertha Thiele, Dorothea 
70 mins. Rel. June 1. Rey. July 1. 
Dir. Jose Bohr. 70Omins. Rel. Oct. 15. 


Az Foeldeser (Hung). Semi-historical drama. Dir. Bela Gaal. 90 mins 
el. Sept. 15 

Baratsagos Arcot Kerek (Hung) (Danubia).Romantic farce. Szoke Szakall. 70 

> mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 

Barbier de Seville, Le (Fr) (Franco) Rossini’s opera. Andre Bauge. Dir. 
Jean Kemm. 80 mins. Rel. Sept. 15 

Barcarole (Ufa) (Ger) Offenbach’s opera Gustav Froehlich. Dir. Eric 
eusser. 83 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Kev. Oct. 21. 

| Befehl ist Befehl (Ger) (Casino). Army farce. Weiss Ferdl. Dir. A. Elling. 
70 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. 

Birobidjian (Russ) (Amkino). Life in Soyiet’s Jewish colony. Dir. V. Korsch- 
Sablin. 84 min Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 21 


Calandria, La (Sp). Romance of a singer. Dir. Fernando de Fuertes. 


Rel. Oct. 1 


60 mins 


Mexican sentimental drama. Dir. Juan Orol. 


70 mins. Rel. Sept. 15 

Campo Di Maggio (It) (New World). Story by Mussolini about Napoleon. Dir 
G. Forzano 100 mins Rel. Sept. 1. Rev Sept. 16. 

Capello a Tre Punte, 1! (It) (New World). Farce. Dir. Mario Camerini. 70 
min Rel Sept. 15. tev. Sept. 30. 

Cih-ulette (Fr) (Franco). Operetta. Dir. Claude Lara. 60 mins. Rel. Sept. 15 

Cieca di Sorrento, La (It) (Nuovo Mondo). From Mastriani’s classic. Dir 
Nunzio Malasomma. 72 mins. Rel. Aug. 1. Rev. Aug. 5. 

Cielito Lindo (Sp). Mexican made romance. Dir. R. O’Quigley. 80 mins. Rel 


Nov 


Desparecido, El (Sp) Melodrama Dir. R. Meyler. 80 mins. Rel. June 1 

Ein Auto und Kein Geld (Ger) (Germania). Musical farce. Dir. J. Fleck. 85 
min Rel. Aug 1 tev Aug. 12 

Eine Frau die Weist Was Sie Will (Ger) (Casino). From Oscar Strauss’ operetta 
Lil Dagover. Dir Viktor Jansen. 82 mins. Rel. July 15. Rev. July 22 

Ember a Hid Alatt (Hung) (Danubia). Heavy drama. Dir. Laszlo Vajda. 175 
mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Dec. 2 
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Dick Foran, Linda Perry, Milton Kibbee. | 


Ross Alexander, Beverly Roberts, | 
Rel. | 


Dir. Noel | 


Shakespeare | 
133 | 


A thrilling tale of the trials of an innocent girl married 


F, X. Bushman, Jr., Lola Wild, wp 


Harry Frazer. | 


Dir. Lo Ming- 


Mario Mat- 


Studio Placements 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Pat O'Malley, Blackie Whiieford, 
Clem Horton, Black Jack Wood, Slim 
Haysel, Dick Botiller, Bert Dillard, 
Art Dillard, ‘Raiding Guns,’ Col. 

Wilfred Lucas. Herbert Heywood, 
Walter Downing, William Gould, 
Stanley Mack, ‘I Promise to Pay,’ Col. 

Paul Kelly, Leona Maricle, Gene 
Morgan. Thurston Hall, John Spacey, 
Al Hill, Arthur Loft, Leora Thatcher, 
Gene O’Donovan, Jack Daley, Ray- 
mond Brown, Howard Hickman, Ed- 
ward Earle, Edward Le Saint, Lloyd 
Wh.tlock, Richard Terry, Nick Cope- 
land, Harry Depp, Budd Fine, Eddie 
Hart. John Roy, Bert Young, Harry 
Semels, Ralph McCullough, Frank 
Mills, Budd Flannigan, Ethan Laid- 
law, Charles Hamilton, Larry Fisher, 
James Baker, ‘Freedom for Sale.’ 
Col. 

Ida Lupino, ‘Weather or No,’ Col. 

Elaine Shepard, Bob Allen, ‘Law of 
the Ranger,’ Col. 

Bob Lee, Bradley Page, Donald 
Kerr, Si Jenks, Hattie McDaniels, 
Gary Owen, Stanley King, Bradley 
Pagel, Bill Jackie, Donald Kerr, Vess 
Pegg, Wesley Giraud, Arthur Ate- 
phen, Jack Gardner, Jimmy Casey, 
James Burtis, ‘Once Over Lightly,” 
RKO. 

Louis Hayward, Elizabeth Risdon, 
Alec Craig, ‘Escadrille,’ RKO. 


Thelma Leeds, ‘Robber Barons,’ 
| RKO. 
John Twist, screenplay, ‘Outcasts 


| of ‘Poker Flat,’ RKO. 

Bert Granet, screenplay, ‘An Apple 
a Day,’ RKO. 

Marcia Mae Jones, Hope Manning, 
Jackie Searle, ‘Old Lady Ironsides,” 
Rep. 

Karen DeWolf, scripting ‘Paradise 
Express,’ Rep. 

Rita Cansino, Ray Corrigan, Max 
Terhune, Robert Smith, Edward, Cas- 
| sidy, Jack Kirk; Mack Wright, di- 
recting, ‘Hit the Saddle, ‘Rep.’ 

Claudia Dell, ‘A Star Is Born,’ S-L 

Matty Fain, Noel Francis, - ‘Left- 
Handed Law,’ U. 

Selmar Jackson, Pierre Watkin 
Janice Jarratt, ‘I Hate Horses,’ U. 

Gloria Stuart, Walter Pidgeon, 
Billy Burrud, Hobart Cavanaugh, 
| Sidney Blackmer, Tristram Tupper, 
screenplay; Sidney Sallow, directing, 
| ‘Person to Person Can, U. 

Carl McBride, staging dance num- 
bers, ‘Class Prophecy,’ U. 


Tristram Tupper, screen play, 
‘Night Key,’ U. 
Joe Cunningham, Wedgewood 


| Nowell, John Eldredge, Craig Reyn- 
| olds, Max Hoffman, Jr., Ralph Dunn, 
| ‘Go-Getters,’ WB. 

Raymond Hatton, ‘Marked Woman, 
B 


Gaston Glass, Jacques’ Lory, 
| George Renavent, “The King and the 
Chorus Girl,’ WB. 

Lionel Braham, Ivan Simpson, 
Leonard Willy, Lionel Pape, Walter 
Kingsford, Alec Harford, Connie 
Leon, Douglas Gordon, ‘Prince and 
the Pauper,’ WB. 

Virginia Sale, ‘Going Places,’ WB. 

Roy Chanslor, John Pearson, col- 
labing script, ‘Public Wedding, WB. 

Helen McKellar, ‘Case of the Stut- 
tering Bishop,’ WB. 

Hugh O'Connell, ‘Marry the Girl,” 





Harlan Briggs, Harry Davenport, 
Frank Sheridan, Robert C. Fisher, 
Harry - Harden, Walter Kingsford, 
Frank Puglia, Henry Roquemore, 
Douglas Weod, Mitchell Ingraham, 
Bernard Suss, Howard Hickman, 
‘Maytime,’ MG. 

Frank Dawson, Max Luckie, Doug- 
las Dumbrille, Joe Ruttenburg, lens- 
ing, ‘A Day at the Races,’ MG. 

Gus Kahn, Bronislau Kaper, Wal- 
ter Gurmann, tunes, ‘Maiden Voyage,” 
| MG. 

Joseph Calleia, “To the Victor,’ MG. 

Charles Erwin, Burton Churchill, 
Neill Fitzgerald, George Zucco, ‘Par- 
nell,’ MG, 

Robert Emmett Keane, William 
Riccardi, ‘Men of the People,’ MG. 

Reginald Owen, Cora Witherspoon, 
Barnett Parker, Jeannie Roberts, Tim 
Henning, Jean Coogan, Bob Murphy, 
| Charles Trowbridge, ‘Dangerous Cor- 
ner,’ MG. 
we Stanton, ‘Man of the People,” 

G. 

June Martel, Tom Brown, Frances 
Drake, Ricardo Cortez, Edward Lud- 
wig, directing, Leon Shamroy, lens- 
ing ‘The Love Trap,’ Schulberg-Par. 

Grady Sutton, Waikiki Wedding,’ 


ar. 

Clyde Cook, Crauford Kent, Rob- 
ert Warwick, John Elliott, J. M. Sul- 
livan, Lionel Braham, Gloria Wil- 
liams, Phyllis Godfrey, Frank Ben- 
_son. David Clyde, Mary Gordon, 

Herbert Clifton, Carlyle O’Rourke, 

Paul Walton, Ralph Sedan, Eugene 

Borden, George Andre Beranger, 

‘Souls at Sea,’ Par. 

Charles Arnt, ‘Swing High, Swing 
| Low.’ 

Ernest Stanton, Pat Somerset, Rob- 
ert Adair, Bobbie Hale, 
Davis, John Powers. Henry Mow- 
bray, ‘Bulldog Drummond Escapes,” 
Par. 

Charles Ruggles, ‘Tightwad,’ Par. 

Billy Bevan, ‘The Last Slaver.” 
20th-F. 

Jean Hersholt, Evelyn Selbie, Sig- 
fried Rumann, ‘Seventh Heaven,’. 
20th-F. . 

Lelah Tyler. Chic Chandler, Wal- 
ter Griffith, "Time Out for Romance,’ 
20th-F. 

Dutch Hendrian, Huey White, ‘The 
Holy Terror,’ 20th-F. 

Bobbie Dunn ‘Love 


s * New s,” 
| 20th-F. 


Fa 


Gunnist> 
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‘Courtesy Registration’ Legally 


Kayoed in Denver; Fine 4 Mgrs. $50 





Denver, Dec. 15. { 


Courtesy registration, as connected 
with the ‘Bank Night’ of Denver's 
Lucky Seven theatres, 
knockout blow in police court here. 


see the motion picture, the other the 


| courtesy card entitling the person 


received a | 
|ileges are given, 


Police Judge Philip Gilliam held that | 
ithe practice of charging admissions | 
in connection with the courtesy reg- | 


istrations constituted a violation of 
the city ordinance bearing on lottery 
and chance gift distribution. 

The original charge against four 
Lucky Seven theatre managers, B. D. 
Cockrill, Denham; H. A. Goodridge, 
Ogden; Lou Williams, Mayan, and 
Roy Notheis, Webber, was that they 
were running a gambling game. But 
the city attorney substituted a charge 
of violation of the section of the city 
ordinance which reads: 

‘It shall be unlawful for any per- 


son or persons to get up, maintain | Satine & os 


or carry on in any place occupied by | 


him or them, or under his or their | 


control, any lottery or chance gift | 


distribution.’ 
Several local managers expressed 
the opinion that through this ordi- 


nance any giveaway scheme could | 


be stopped. 


} 


to a courtesy registration. 

‘In view of the fact that two priv- 
and payment is 
made for the same, a consideration 
is given for both. The consideration 
cannot be divided—it attaches to 
both privileges, A consideration 
paid indirectly violates the law as 





Getting Set on 41-Story 
Theatre Bldg. in Chicago 


Chicago, Dec. 15, 
Considerable progress has been 
made on the new building and the- 
atre planned for Randolph street 


during the past week. This 41-story 
building and theatre, to be erected at 
a cost of approximately $10,000,000, 
is being pushed through by Attorney 
Henry A. Kalcheim, who personally 





| is negotiating for the syndicate be- 


well as a consideration paid directly.’ | 


Judge Gilliam went further in his 


written report to point out that the | 


Bank Night plan itself was not be- 
fore the court, but that his ruling 


was based only on the courtesy reg- | 


istration of the attraction. 
The practice of charging admis- 


sions in connection with the cour- | 
will be discon- | 


tesy registrations 
tinued, the managers announced. 
parate drawing at the 
Tuesday and Thursday drawings will 


be started, to begin at $500. 





Hil. Rules It Illegal 


Chicago, Dec. 15. 
Illinois State Supreme Court found 
bank nite insurance not only illegal, 


The four managers were each fined | but also against state insurance law 
$50 by Judge Gilliam. However, the | in a unanimous decision, 


fines will be suspended if the city 
attorney agrees. 

The court’s ruling had only to do 
with the so-called ‘courtesy registra- 
tion’ which the Lucky Seven the- 
atres were using. In this plan any 
person by attending the Tuesday or 
Thursday matinee could be regis- 
tered for that evening’s drawing, 
such registration being effective as 
the presence of the registrant at the 
drawing. Unlike the regular regis- 
tration, it was necessary to purchase 
a ticket to the matinee to obtain the 
courtesy registration. 

Frank Hickey, attorney for the de- 
fendants, held that admission was 
paid to see a motion picture and not 
to obtain a courtesy registration. In 
taking issue with the argument 
Judge Gilliam said: “The theatres 
offer two privileges for the admis- 











Mineapolis, Dec. 15. 

Northwest Allied definitely will 
test in the courts the alleged ‘bank 
night’ copyright and contract. S.D. 
Kane, executive secretary, in a bul- 
letin just issued, advises independ- 
ent exhibitors in the territory that 
the recent ‘bank night’ decision of 
the Federal Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals at Denver sustains the North- 
west Allied position that ‘any the- 
atre owner is free to employ in his 
theatre a system similar to or iden- 
tical with ‘bank night’ without pay- 
ing a royalty or license fee therefor.’ 





DOBSON WITH R-0’K 
Ned Dobson, former talent scout 
for Republic Pictures, has joined the 
Hollywood office of 


| gest real 





hind the enterprise. 

Kalcheim handling the settle- 
ments for th. acquisition of the nec- 
essary property, the obtaining of the 
proper clearing of all essential titles 
besides conducting an investigation 
of other nearby property deals 
which might conceivably affect this 
deal. which rates as one of the big- 
estate and theatre nego- 
ti-tions in the past number of years. 

Kalcheim is also going to Wash- 
ington next week to polish off pos- 
sible federal co-operation in the 
building enterprise since it will 
mean employment for thousands on 
the structure itself besides influenc- 
ing the employment of additional 
men in contributing industries. 


is 


BANKO ILLEGAL, CAN'T 
COLLECT PRIZE, RULED 


New Orleans, Dec. 15. 

‘Bank Nights’ here are_ illegal, 
according to a decision handed down 
Moonday (14) by Judge W. W. Wes- 
terfield of the state court of appeals 
and concurred in by the other two 
members of the court. Decision is 
result of a suit by C. G. Shanchell 
on behalf of his minor son, Joseph, 
against the Lewis Amus. Co., oper- 
ators of the Fiorito theatre. 

Suit charged the boy was refused 
admittance to the house on bank 
night and that his name was drawn 
as winner of the $105 prize, but be- 
ing absent, couldn't collect. 

In deciding against the boy’s 





——— 


Attack Carney Through Utilities; 


Seeking to Cut Off 





Asher’s GP in N. E. 


Mack D. Weinberger, general sales 
manager of General Pictures Corp., 
has closed with Harry Asher, vet. 
Boston exchange man, who has 
bought the GP franchise for the en- 
tire New England territory. 








Light, Power 


Chicago, Dec. 15. 
Exhibitors throughout the country 
are going in person and through their 
various exhib associations the 
public utilities in their individual 
communities to seek some of 
redress which would eliminate what 





to 


sort 


Asher, original franchise-holders | they consider the unfair competition 
of Famous Players and for 11 years of the carnivals. The exhibs and 
the owner of the Universal Pics | : ee ve 
franchise in New England, has their associations are asking the pub- 

c - 4 c . an 
formed Popular Pictures, Inc.., to | lie utilities to refuse to allow the 
handle the GP product. Franchise | carnivals to hook up to the utilities’ 


runs for a period of five years. 


STAGE BAND POLICY 


MAYBE INTO CRIT., N.Y.) 





A stage band policy to replace 
double bills, now being played, 
under consideration for the Criterion, 


is 


N. Y., to start Xmas day. No posi- 
tive plans have been laid to book 
any orchestras pending negotiations 
with the musician and stage hand 
unions. 

House went into one of its few 
profit weeks so far with ‘Life of 
King Edward VIII’ and ‘Love in 


Exile’ last week, grossing $12,800. 

Present plans are to spot ‘Sing Me 
a Love Song’ (WB) for Xmas week, 
with ‘Great Guy’ (GN), Cagney 
starrer, to follow. 





L. A. Boothmen’s Officers 
Los Angeles, Dec. 15. 

E. C. Hamilton was reelected presi- 
dent of Projectionists’ local 150, In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employes, Dec. 8. 

Other officers include: J. B. Ken- 
ton, vice-president; M. J. Sands, 
secretary-treasurer; R. L. Haywood, 
business manager; T. W. Armen- 
trout, assistant biz mgr.; W. G. 
Crowley, W. H. Fife, J. Maynard, 


' 
| 
| 


| 





lines for either light or powe1 


Utilities are generally favorably 


| disposed to the exhibs’ plea that the 


theatres are a great source of reve- 
nue, using about the greatest single 
supply of power of any industry in 
their community and that for that 


reason they should not be subjected 
to the competition of an outfit which 
hops into town for a one-time shot 
and then skips right out. 
What's the utilities 


more, are 
plenty sore at the carnivals generally 
because they have discovered that 
often these carnies don’t bother to 


make any deal for power, but just 
sneak over and hook onto the utili- 
ties’ lines and just steal the power, 
Having caught a number of the care 
nivals at this thievery the utilities 
are becoming antagonistic to the car- 
nivals completely and are beginning 
to figure that they’d be better off not 
doing business with ’em at all. 


Other companies, while still ready 
to supply power to the carnivals, 
have been burned so often in the 
past by having the tricks run out and 
leave the company with an unpaid 
bill on their hands, are now starting 
to insist that the carnivals post a 
considerable sum in cash in escrow 
so as to insure that the bill for power 
will be paid, and that the carney will 



































. . ‘ , Rockwell- | claim, the court ruled bank night,|E, D. Mitchell, E. L. Robbins, exec} ot just skip out of the state and 
sion price at the matinees in ques- O’Keefe, Ine. based on a gambling contract, is| board, and H. Warner, sergeant-at-| then thumb its schnozzle at the 
tion. Both are of value. One is to’ He will contact the picture studios. ' unenforceable by law. arms. ‘ power and light company. 
The Keller-Dori Colorjil 
@ 
e Keller-Dorian Colorjilm Corp. 
i 





Endorsed by All Leading Technicians 


KELLER-DORIAN COLOR PROCESS 























IS NOW AVAILABLE FOR USE BY PRODUCERS 


Outstanding advantages of the systen are: 





Substantial savings in production costs. 


522 FIFTH AVENUE 








Speedy availability of prints. 
Prints can also be used for black and white projection. 


Only addition to projection equipment is filter at a nominal cost. 
No special players' makeup required. 


KELLER-DORIAN COLORFILM CORPORATION 


Telephone: MUrray Hill 2-268! 


Other information concerning the merits of the Keller-Dorian system may be obtained at the offices of the 
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Fahrt in die Jugend, Die (Ger) (Casino). Farce comedy. Dir. Carl Boese. 80 SEEN 10 FA OR THEATRES AGAI ‘* 
mins. Rel. Sept. }. i | 
Fiat Voluatas Dei (It) (Nuovo Mondo). Talky comedy. Angelo Musco. Dir. v 
, Amileto poberse. - mins. a3 a4 1. Rev. July 15. . ; 
iesennot (Ger). Nazi propaganda. Dir. Werner Kortwich. 102 mins. Rel. N § C L W ld H . . 
Pres Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 26. - . ew ». U. Law Would Hit $46,000 Was Average Bingo Lottery Take in Albany 
Welt Dre ch um ebe, Die (Ger). Mystery-romance. Charlotte ° ° 
Ganze_Welt Dreht Sich um Liebe stery 757 Ush | —Reached Real Gambling Proportions, Hence 
L Gesuzza La a i). - ee Joan of Are, Dir. A. Blassetti. 75 /0 S$ ers n er " ns El h 
mins. Rel. . 15. Rev. Nov. 18. een 
f Glueckspilze (Ger) (Casino). Drama of adolescence. Dir, Robert A. Stemmle. en } Church Action Similar Warnings sewnere 
80 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Spartanburg, S. C.. Dec. 15. | se he 
t Gypsies (Russ) (Amkino). Saga of collective farms. Dir. Evgeni Schneider, M. Bill to give South Carolina tight 
tae Tat ones the ate |labor la  aeeaiamiaent* a Albany, Dec. 15 would be entering wedge for further 
, Heisses Blut (Ger) (Ufa). Romantic drama. Marikka Roekk. Dir. Georg | *4?0°! law to limit employment of jars che bee? “toad ntact 7 
| Jacoby. 60 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. persons under 18 will have wide ef- Theatre managers in Albany and /regulation and interference. He 
Hoy — — Vida (Sp). Domestic drama. Dir. Alex Phillips. 80 mins./ fect on theatres in state, and if en-| other cities and towns in the Cath- stated that local boards of concili- 
Ich m3 Mich Nach Dir (Ger) (Casino). Backstage operatics. Louis Graveure acted—as appears very probable—|olic Diocese of Albany look for | ation, composed of equal number of 
. “ Camilla Horn. 90 mins. Dir. Johannes Riemann. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev.| Will knock out a lot of ushers and| greatly improved business after Jan. | representatives of distributors and 
r Sept. 16. , . : : oe doormen below the ages of 16 and|1 as a result of a ban placed on | exhibitors could settle all difficulties. 
ome, Se pane (Sp). Marital mixups. Dir. Rafael Sevilla. 80 mins. Rel. 18 years. Bingo games in the diocese Sunday Wehrenberg complaired of ‘bar- 
Jana (Ger) (Casino). Farmind in Bohemia. Dir. Emil Synek. 81 mins. Rel. Would bar those under 16 work-| (13) by Bishop Edmund F. Gibbons. | gain hour’ practice by -which patrons 
June 15. Rev. June 24 


Kakes Dromos, O (Gr). Heavy drama. 77 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28. 

Kampf. Der (Russ) (Amkino). German-language story of Hitler cruelties. Dir. 
Gustav Wangenheim. 86 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 16 

Kermesse Heroique, La (Fr) (Tobis) Comedy spec. Dir. Jacques Feyder. 95 
mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 30 

Koenigwalzer (Ger) (Ufa). Operetta. Willi Forst. Dir. Herbert Maisch. 80 
mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nev. 11. 

La Paloma (Ger) (Casino), Musical. Chas. Kullman, Leo Slezak. Dir. Karl 
Heinz Martin. 85 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28 


Legcy Jo Mindhalalig (Hung) (Danubia). 


Life in a children's school. Dir. Istvan 


Szekely. 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28. 
Letzte Rose (Ger) (Casino). Operetta based on ‘Martha.’ Dir. Karl Anton. 
90 mins. Rel ct. 1. Rev. Oct. 21 


Liebesteute (Ger) (Tobis). Drama of 


modern life 


Renate Mueller, Gustav 


Froehlich. Dir. Eric Waschneck. 95 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 7. 
Liebesroman im Hause Hapsburg (Ger) (Casino). Historical item. Dir. Willl 
Wolff. 81 mins. Rel Sept. 1. Rev. Oct. 21. 


Lied Geht um Die Welt (Ger) (Tobis). Musical. Joseph Schmidt. Dir. Riche 


ard Oswald. 60 mins. Rel 


Sept. 
Life of Don Bosco (It) (Nuovo Mondo). 


Raffies lives again. 


15 Rev. Sept. 30. 
Life of the saint. 


Dir. G. Allesandri. 
Dir. Adelqui Millar. 


Dir. Rinaldo Aguilar. 80 


90 mins. Bel. May 15. Rev. June 24 
Luci Sommerse (It) (Nuovo Mondo). 
72 mins. Rel. June 15. Rev. July 1. 
Madres del Mundo (Sp). Romance, made in Mexico. 
mins Rel. Aug. 15 
Manewry Milosne (Po 
Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 1 


ish). Operetta. Dir. J. Nowina-Przybylski. 70 mins. Rel. 
8 


ter Nostra (Sp) (Mexican drama). Dir. Gabriel Sora. 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 


ein Liebster ist Ein Jaegermann (Ger) (Casino). Old-fashioned farce. Leo 

Slezak. Dir. Walter Kolm. 85 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 16. , 

Meseauto (Hung) (Danubia). Cinderella in Budapest. Dir. Bela Gaal. 90 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 18 i ; 

Miserables, Les (Fr) (Franco-American). Hugo's classic. Harry Baur. Dir. 
Raymond Bernard. 162 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 4. 

Mueder Theodor, Der (Ger). Backstage farce. Weiss Ferdl. Dir. Yon V. Har- 
lan. ®@ mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28 


Mujer del Puerto, La (Sp) .Life in Mexico. Dir. Arcady Boytler. 70 mins. Rel. 


Aug. 15. 
Sauticer Seetahrer Der (Ger) (Casino). Heavy farce. Dir. Hans Deppe. 90 
mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Nov. 25. 
Mysteries of Notre Dame (Fr) (DuWorld). Probably best described as a 
travelogue. 65 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Nov. 4. ‘ 
Edesanyam (Hung) (Danubia), Faith-healing at the Lourdes Shrine. 


Ne Sirj 
D 


June 


ir. Bela Balogh. 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. N ; 
News of U.S.S.R. (Russ) (Amkino). Just what the title denotes. 60 mins. 


ov. 
Rel. 


15. 
Nightingale (Russ) (Amkino). First Moscow color-film, Dir. Nikolai Ekk. 95 
a 


mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 1 
Pa Solsidan (Sw) (Scandinavian). 


Brignone. 90 mins. 
Porteuse de Pain, La (Fr) (Lenauer). 
Rel. July 1. Rev. July 8. 
Rakoczi March (Hung) (Danubia). 

mins. Rel. 


Romance. 

lander. 90 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. Rev. Sept. 1 
Passaporto Rosso (It) (New World). It’s a hard 
Rel. Aug. 15. Rey. Sept. 9. 
Weepy meller. 


Military drama. 
Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 28 


Lars Hanson. Dir. Gustaf Mo- 
life. Isa Miranda. Dir. Guide 
Dir. Rene Sti. 74 mins. 
Dir. Steven Szekely. 82 


Scarpo Al Sole, La.(It) (Nuovo Mondo). War propaganda. Dir. Marco Etter. 


95 mins. Rel. June 1. Rev. June 10. } 

Schlussakkord (Ger) (Ufa). Drama. Lil Dagover. 100 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 
Rev. Sept. 16. d 
Schuesterne Casanova, Der (Ger) (Casino). Romantic comedy. Dir. Carl 

Lamac. 60 mins. Rel. Aug. 15. 


Serpente a Sonagli (It) (Nuovo Mondo). 
Rel. Aug. 15. 


Matarazzo. 85 mins. 
Seven Brave Men (Russ) (Amkino). 
mov. 91 mins. Rel. June 1. 
She-Devil Island (Sp) (FD). 
mins. Rel. Aug. 15. Rev. Aug. 
Bo Juana Ines de la Cruz (Sp). 
Peon. 70 mins. Rel. June 1 
Soldaten Karemaden (Ger) (Zwicker). 


Adventure in the Arctics. 
Rev. June 24. 
ar a drama, 
6. 

Mexican semi-historical yarn. Dir. Ramon 


Teutonic propaganda. 


Murder in a girl's school. 
Rev. Aug. 19. 


Dir. Rafaelo 
Dir. S. Gersi- 
Dir. Raphael Sevilla. 65 


Dir. Turn Hup- 


pertz. 90 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Oct. 7. z d 
Song of China (Chinese) (MacLean). Drama in the Orient. Dir. Lo Ming-Yau. 
60 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 11. . 
Sen of Mongolia (Russ) (Amkino). Propaganda of the Mongolian sector. Dir. 
I. Trauberg. 105 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. Rev. Nov. 25. : 
Stutzen der Gesellschaft (Ger) (Ufa). Ibsen’s oldie in a new version. Dir. 
Detlef Sierck. 80 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 18. 


Traumulus (Ger) (Tobis). Heavy drama. Emil Jannings. Dir. Carl Froehlich. 


105 mins. Rel. Se 
Ungdom Av I Dag (Sw) (Par). 
P. A. Branner 83 mins. 


pt. 15. Rev. Sept. 23. 
Domestic comedy. 
Rel. June 15. 


Anne-Marie Brunius. Dir. 


Rev. July 1. 


U.S.S.R. Newsreel (Russ) (Amkino). Late news events spiced into feature. 87 


. mins Rel. June 15. Rev. July 8 
Varan Pojke (Sw) (Scandinavian). 

Bornebusch. 93 mins. Rel. Oct. 

Verlorene Tal, Das (Ger) (Casino). 


Romance. 
1. 
Love in the mountains. 


Edvard Person. 
Oct. 21. 


Dir. Arne 
Rev. 


Dir. Edmund Heu- 


berger. 100 mins. Rel. May 15. Rev. July 1. 

Wackere Schustermeister (Ger) (Germania). Farce. Dir. Carl Heinz Wolff. 90 
mins. Rel. July 1. Rev. July 15. 

Waldwinter (Ger) (Ufa). Love in the Silesian forests. Dir. Fritz Buch. 90 
mins. Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 18. 


Walzer fuer Dich, Ein (Ger) (Casino). 
milla Horn, Dir. Georg Zoch. 
Weiberregiment (Ger) (Ufa). 
Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 16 


Wenn Der Hahn Kraeht (Ger) (Casino). 


lich. 60 mins. Rel. Nov. 15 
Yellow Cruise (Fr) (Tapernoux). 
Poirier. 90 mins. Rel. Nov. 15. 
Key to Addresses 
Karold Auten, 1540 Broadway. 
Amkino, 723 Seventh Ave. 
Bavaria Film, 489 Fifth Ave. 
Casino, 240 E. 86th St. 
Danubia, 729 Seventh Ave. 
DuWorld, 729 Seventh Ave. 
European. 154 W. 55th St. 
eerson Fiims, 729 Seventh Ave. 
ranco-American, 66 Fifth Ave. 


90 mins. 
Military comedy. 


Travelogue, 
Rev. 





Musical fantasy. 
Rel. Sept 
Dir. 


Louis Graveure, Ca- 
15. Rev. Oct. 7. 
Karl Ritter. 90 mins. 


Comedy romance. Dir. Carl Froeh- 


partly in English. Dir. Leon 


Nov. 25. 


General Foreign Sales, 729 7th Ave. 
Germania. 22-33 19th St., Astoria, L. I 
J. H. Hoffberg. 729 Seventh Ave. 
Inter-Continent. 50 E. 42nd St. 
Kinematrade. 723 Seventh Ave. 
Jean Lenauer, 202 W. 58th St. 
Martin Nosseck, 326 Audubon Ave. 
Metropolis, 260 Fifth Ave. 
Scandinavian Films. 220 W 42d St 
John Tapernoux, 126 W. 46th St. 
Ufa, 729 Seventh Ave. 





INJUNCTION ACTION YS. 
B.&K. OVER GIVEAWAYS 





Chicago, Dec. 15. 

junction suit in a growing 

against coin nights in this 
Was sought last week against 
the Balaban & Katz Corp. Suit asks 
that B. & K. be restrained from run- 
Hing ‘prize nights’ in the Wiil Rogers, 
hew northwest house. 

Plea was entered by Attorney 
Thomas McCormick, who states that 
the prize nights are against state and 
local statutes, and besides are harm- 
ful to the attorney’s four children. 


First in 
battle 
town 


\ 








Fuller Files Additional 
Data in Conspiracy Suit 


New Orleans, Dec. 15. 
Fuller, 
filed a 
supplemental bill of equity against 
20th Century-Fox, RKO, Paramount, 
Metro. Harold Wilkes, Gaston Du- 
reau, United Artists and Universal 
asking an injunction issued against 
Vitagraph compelling it to live 
up to its contract to furnish his 
playhouses with films. Fuller al- 
leges an effort to deprive him of 
films. 

Federal judges are expected to act 
on the case this week. 


Attorneys for George E. 


Pensacola theatre operator, 














ing after 6 p.m., and those under 18 
working after 10 p.m. at any kind of 
job, as 75° or more of ushers are 
youths under 18 (many under 16) 
who workin theatres at night and | 
attend school or college during day- 
time. Theatres have cooperated 
with many schools and parents in| 


providing much needed employment | 


for a lot of youngsters. Bill skedded 
for action in state General Assembly 
early in January. 
assured. 


THEATRE FIRES IN 2 


Passage virtually 





SPOTS; NO MISHAPS | 





Albany, N. Y., Dec. 15. 

Fire originating ‘in the basement, 
sending flames to the stage, routed 
an audience of 1,000 in the Para- 
mount, indie nabe, Sunday (13), near 
the close of the afternoon showing. 
The audience, mostly children, filed 
out in orderly fashion without 
mishap. 

When the fire was discovered, Neil 
Hellman, son of Harry Hellman, 
manager of the theatre, went on the 
stage and told the crowd to file out 
without stampede. James McMahon 
and Frank Servis, operators, con- 
tinued the picture with a music ac- 
companiment, allaying any sign of 
panic, 

Firemen quickly brought the blaze 
under control. The loss was placed 
at $2,500. 





$20,000 Blaze 
Lincoln, Dec. 15, 
Suffering a $20,000 loss by fire, 
Harry Schiller’s New Grand theatre, 


Grand. Island, Neb., will be delayed | sometimes. ran as high as $500 in | 


on the opening by about three 
months. It was originally planned 
for Xmas. Fire started in early 


morning and gutted the half finished 
house which, completed is, to repre- 
sent a cash outlay of $85,000. 

Fully covered by insurance, the 
loss means more in time wasted than 
in financial crimping. Western Thea- 
tre Supply Co., Omaha, which had 
the equipment contract, had by 
stroke of luck delayed in shipping in 
the material and it was saved. 

Fire practically destroyed a half ! 
block of the Grand Island business 
section. 





Par, Cedar Rapids, I[a., 
Sold at Public Auction 


Cedar Rapids, Ia., Dec. 15. 
To satisfy a foreclosure judgment 
totaling $761,216.42, the Paramount | 
theatre built here in 1927 was sold | 
at public sale for $71,500 to the Gen- | 
eral Theatre Corp. of Cedar Rapids. 
Deputy Sheriff Roy Radebaugh han- 
dled the sale. Harry M. Weinberg 
and J. W. Denman, both of Des 
Moines, represented the successful 
bidder. 
litigation for several years. 
Officers of the General 
Corp. are: Iola Lehman, 
Ralph Neuman, 
and Merle 

Moines. 
The Paramount is leased by 
Tri-States Corp. (A. H. Blank). 
Legal action was commenced by 
Herman S. Strauss as trustee for 
bondholders under a $500,000 issue 
made early in 1928 against the Cen- 
tury Building Co., which built the | 
combination theatre and office build- 

ing, one of the finest in this city. 


Theatre | 
president; 
secretary-treasurer, 
Norton, v.p., all of Des 


the 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
‘Bring Me His Ears,’ 


released as ‘Boderland. 


| and Sunday. 








| operators, 
| system, must take poor pix, as well 


Paramount's ; 
Hopalong Cassidy western, will be) 


Bishop Gibbons on Friday issued a 
pastoral decree which was published 
in all the churches of the diocese 
Sunday. 

With the exceptions of Saturdays 
and Sundays, when bingo games 
were not held, theatre attendance for 


several months has been slim. A 
quiet undercover check on the 
games, conducted in most part by 
church organizations and affiliated 
societies, showed that the average 
take in Albany County alone was 


$46,000 weekly. Theatre managers 


looked longingly at long queues of | 
| people lined up before the Knights 
of Columbus hall across the street | 


from the Fabian Palace and Warner 
Strand in North Pearl street each 
Thursday night, when the Albany 
lodge conducted its bingo party. At- 
tendance was so great that loud- 


speakers carried the called numbers | 


to the customers which packed the 
four floors of the building. 


‘The game of bingo has ceased to 
be a harmless pastime,’ Bishop Gib- 
bons’ pastoral decree said, ‘It is 
growing daily, spreading from club 
to club, fraternity to fraternity, par- 
ish to parish. The stakes are mount- 
ing higher and the gambling fever is 
rising with them. 


‘Accordingly we hereby forbid the | 


game in these parts usually called 
‘bingo’ in all buildings and all 
grounds that are church property.’ 
For a little more than $1 the bingo 
player could participate is two or 
three hours of excitement as num- 
bers were drawn, The bingo games 
rivaled each other in the magnitude 
of the stakes, especially the sweep- 


stake prize at the conclusion of the | 


evening’s play. The grand award 
cash, 

Suites of furniture, baskets of food, 
tickets for football games, all-ex- 
pense tours, and odds and ends of 
household equipment numbered 
among all prizes. 

So popular and successful were the 
games that the idea was taken up 
to raise money toward parish debts. 
Half a dozen parishes in Albany have 
been conducting games, the sched- 
ules being arranged so that players 
could find a bingo game in town al- 
most every night except Saturdays 
The decree is expected 
to return the patronage the theatres 
have lost. 





St. Loo Exhibs Cautioned 
St. Louis, Dec. 15. 
Addressing more than 100 mem- 
bers of MPTOA of St. Louis, Eastern 


| Missouri and Southern Illinois at an- 
| nual meeting held here Friday (11) | 
| Charles J. Pettijohn, counsel for or- 


ganization, advised theatre owners 


|, who use bank night and similar audi- 


ence attracting schemes to drop them 
‘like a hot potato. Pettijohn said 


~ | Situation here is not near as bad as 
The property has been in 


in the east and warned members not 
to start anything they couldn't fin- 
ish, stating that lodges and churches 
will take up lottery games and 
empty theatres as they have succeed- 


|ed in doing in the east. 


After this warning Fred Wehren- 
berg, pres. of local body, replied that 
under present booking 


as standouts and that a stimulant 
was needec to attract patrons to 
houses. Pettijohiu replied that gen- 


,eral practice o° showing dual pro- 


grams had forced producers to make 
‘cheap, poor movies’ and he asserted 
he knew of no business where it is 
as easy to make a living as in film 
exhibitio”. field. 

E. L. Kuykendall, pres. of national 
organization, urged exhibitors to op- 
pose passage of national legislation 


Final tag on Warners ‘The Trial | which would regulate sales policy 


Horse,’ is ‘Don’t Pull Your Punches.’ | of 


Maurice Conn’s ‘Dawn Rider’ be- 
comes ‘Galloping Dynamite.’ 

Columbia has changed ‘A Siug for 
Cleopatra’ to ‘Find the Witness.’ 


the organization. Kuykendall 
sad there must be a san’ and sea- 
sible way of buying and selling in 
picture biz but government control 


} arms, 


are admitted in early 
nabes at reduced rates. This prac- 
tice, he asserted, created a false 
public impression of prosperity of 
picture theatres and led to unwar- 
ranted building of new houses. 
Officers re-elected are Wehren- 
berg, pres.; S. E. Pirtle, Jerseyville, 
il. I. W.. Rosére, Caire, 1 2. &. 
Hewitt, Robirson, Ill, and A. M 
Beare, Chester, Il, v. p.’s; Louis C. 
Hehl, St. Louis, sec-treas., and W. H. 
Kieselhorst, C!ayte-, Mo.,_ sgt.-at- 
Two changes in board are 
Harry C. Arthur, Jr., and Clarence 
Katman, replacing J. C. Hewitt, Rob- 


inson, Ill., and Oscar C. Lehr, St 
Louis. 


evening at 


Cincy’s Anti-Binge. Too 
Cincinnati, Dec. 15. 

step to halt operation of 
games by local churches, 
lodges and fraternal clubs was taken 
last week. Safety Director John H. 
Ames and Police Chief Eugene T. 
Weatherly asked for an appoint- 
ment with Mayor Russell Wilson 
| who, they said, will be asked to ap- 
| proach Archbishop John T. MeNich- 
olas, a founder and director of the 
| League of Decency, on matter of dis- 
continuing bingo games at Catholic 
churches and schools in his diocese. 
| Archbishop McNicholas is due to re- 


Initial 
| bingo 


| mene here this week from a western 
| trip. 

In explaining their action against 
bingo games, the safety director and 
police chief claimed that other forms 
of gambling are under control, but 
that bingo games are running almost 
nightly and have grown to unbe- 
lievable proportions. 
| A city ordinance prohibits the 
playing of games of chance, under 
which heading bingo falls, yet Chief 
Weatherly said that permits had 
been given churches of all faiths, 
lodges and clubs to stage bingo 
games under a proclamation issued 
| more than 20 years ago by former 
Mayor Henry T. Hunt. 


| 
| 








Knoxville Nixes Banko 
Knoxville, Dec. 15. 

Bank nights at film houses got the 
thumbs-down from bigwig church 
officials at district meeting here of 
the Methodist Episcopal church. 
Churchmen tagged bank nights gam- 
bling, and squawk grew louder when 
bishops and pastors said lure of free 
coin kept many from midweek pray- 
er meetings. 

‘Raffling off money is really a 
gamble,’ said Bishop Wallace Brown, 
presiding. 

Church attendance at Knoxvilie 
Wednesday prayer meetings is way 
off because date conflicts with bank 
night at one of the town’s leading 
film houses. 








PITTSBURGH DECKHANDS 
GET 5% SALARY BOOS 





Pittsburgh, Dec. 15. 

New deal just signed between 
stagehands and theatres after series 
of conferences lasting for couple of 
weeks is for two years and calls for 
a 5% increase, upping scale to $68 
aman weekly. 

Old contract expired last August 
| and backstaze hclp has been work- 
jing since then under retroactive 
|agreement. They haven't been off a 
day despite fact that musicians did 
|a walkout for three months until 
|managers came through with 10% 
| tilt about a mont ago. 

Stagehands wanted same raise for 
| two-year pact, originally asking for 


|; one-year agreement with a 5% in- 
crease on that basis. 
That sets theatres with both 


branches of unions until Aug. 31, 
1938, first time here that at least 
one August will go by without the 
usual bickering. Understood that 
managers association is determined 
that there'll be no more one-year 
deals. 
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"MOST THRILLING LOVE STORY EVER To 
A SURE-FIRE BOX-OFFICE SUCCESS!” cc. 











r The Samuel Goldwyn organization clicking regularly with out- Samuel Goldwyn produces season's greatest love story suf 
standing box office pictures . . . Comes through with another in _ played by Merle Oberon and Brian Aherne. 
BELOVED ENEMY. Film has all the earmarks for success all the —Elcabeth Wikon, 39 
way from first runs down. —Hollywood Reporter Samuel Goldwyn continues pace set in "Dodsworth" and "( 
and Get It" . .. Delivers third feature with every recognize 
A stirring love story. Supported by class production and high ment for box-office success. —Ivan Spear, Associated Publ 
calibre acting and direction, the picture has a potent appeal. 
A worthy addition to the list of Goldwyn productions. Distinguished by superb Goldwyn production . . . Oberon 
. —Motion Picture Daily matically appealing ...Aherne gives one of season's 
. performances. —Clark Wales, Screen and Radio ' 
So shrewdly invested with showmanship could scarcely fail of 
smash box office. The quality of Samuel Goldwyn production “Beloved Enemy” will undoubtedly please majority of publi 
x 7 SM get 2s A Paclgllp This Samuel Goldwyn production is a creation of distinctio 
spells mass support and prosperou Daily Variety kt, es Ad 
Again Samuel Goldwyn scores with that type of film in which he Samuel Goldwyn is no ordinary producer . . . Quality and ct 
Se excels . . . An outstanding picture of intense emotional dramatic have been his cinematic air with entertainment always it 
| action artistically produced .. . Superbly performed. foreground ... With "Beloved Enemy" Goldwyn has bre 
—Ralph Wilk, Film Daily much beauty to screen. —Jimmy Starr, Los Angeles Herald | 
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TOLD ON THE SCREEN. 
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<slenpallie ei SAMUEL GOLDWYN presents 


a ME RLE OBE RON 


+h" and "Come 


= BRIAN AHERNE 


. . Oberon dra- 


n' | 

season's best | ” 

en and Radio Weekly 

ty of public... | ta | 
f distinction. ? 

rt, Los Anaeles Times 3 

slity and culture 


| always in the WITH aa 


mn has brought HENRY STEPHENSON + JEROME COWAN 
igeles Herald Express DAVID NIVEN - KAREN MORLEY - 


Dizected by H. C. POTTER 





AT YOUR BOX-OFFICE...and here it is!... Released thew UNITED ARTISTS 
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RISCO’S LEE STAFF 
LOSES TRIO TO CBS 


San Francisco, Dec. 15. 

Tom Breneman, program manager; 
‘Ima Latta Hackett, home economics 
xpert, and Alan N. Cormack, tech- 
tical director at KFRC, local Don 
,ee outlet, have resigned to join new 
‘BS staff here. Breneman will pro- 
tuce shows for Coast and transconti- 
rental release, including his Durkee 
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American Radio and English. Royal Crisis 




















Prince Edward’s Speech 


Seven-minute valedictory of ex-King Edward VIII 
last Friday (11) is considered as having garnered the 
all-time high in world-wide audiences, and certainly 
created the biggest fuss any broadcast ever occasioned. 
In the U. S., 46% of the set owners in the eastern time 
zone had their sets in operation, and 45% reported 


Mayonnaise program, which switches | hearing the message, according to Crossley’s Coopera- 


o new CBS Coast network. He and | 


tive Analysis of Broadcasting. This sets a new daytime 


“irs. Hackett step into CBS jobs in | record. 


‘fanuary. 

Cormack became CBS traffic man- 
wer for Coast network at once. CBS 
vill move western press department 
rom present Don Lee offices to Russ 
yuilding, where suite of 10 rooms 
ias been taken for sales and exec 
ffices. Russ building studios of 
{SFO, which affiliates with CBS 
Yec. 29, will be used for network 
»roductions. 


Lewis A. Weiss, of WJR, Detroit, 

‘umored for managerial spot at 
<FRC, which joins Mutual web 
Dec. 29. 


MacDonald Gives Eddy 
Lift While Singer Sought 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Jeanette MacDonald will do one 
rogram with Nelson Eddy for Vicks 
vhile producers scout around for 
inger to replace Francia White, now 
m the Packard show. With Eddy, 
ihe will duet numbers from ‘Naughty 
Marietta’ on Dec. 20 airing. 


Guuesters lined up for Bing Cros- 
vxy’s Kraft music hall are Mary 
Astor, Jack Oakie, Nadine Connor, 
rocalist, Pat O’Brien and Jose Iturbi, 
‘oncert pianist, making his third ap- 
yvearance on the program. 

Edward Everett Horton engages 
n a spelling duel Nov. 19 on Shell 
Shateau with Jackie Heitmap, four- 
rear-old St. Louis prodigy, who 
knows 28-letter words. 


Riss, KDKA, Beats Rap 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 15. 
Glenn Riggs, No. 1 announcer at 
IDKA, was acquitted here yester- 
lay (14) of a charge of violating 
ictitious names act. He was ordered 
reed by bench after his co-defend- 
nt, D. E. Laird, had switched to a 
Yea of guilty. Latter was fined $50 
nd paroled for a year. 
Riggs was listed as president and 
zaird gs a director of the ‘Square 
Yeal Automobile Club,’ which, by a 
et of chain letter system, purported 
take a member’s original $5 and 
tiply it into a sum big enough 
vuy a car. They were arrested 
summer after several members 














_—-—~ lained to authorities and have 


een free under bond since then. 





Wyrt ’n’ Marge ‘Show’ 


For Program Sponsors 


“"Myrt and Marge, formerly with 
Vrigley’s for several years, have 
een auditioned by several com- 
rercials in the last couple of weeks. 
Meanwhile doing some guest dates. 





Visiting 





In New York 
O. L. (Ted) Taylor, KGNC, Ama- 
illo. 
Cliff Samuelson, 
Tinneapolis. 
Earl Gammons, WCCO, Minneap- 
lis. 
Brad Robinson, Knox Reeves, Min- 


Knox Reeves, 


eapolis. 
Arthur Church, KMBC, Kansas 
ity. 

In Washington 
John Sherman, WTCN, Minne- 
polis. 


Truman Ward, WLAC, Nashville. 
W. W. Behrman, WBOW, Terre 


Taute. 
Mn NS n Setzger, WKZO, Kalamazoo. 


Don arle. WIBW, Topeka. 
William West, WTMV, East St. 
suis. 


Harold A. LaFount, WCOP, Bos- 
on. 

James F. Hopkins, WJBK, Detroit. 
»Warren Williamson, WKBN, 
* ungstown. 

_ Evans, WSPA, Spartanburg, 


fe ec. Page, engineer, Chicago. 
Richard N. Castro, applicant, John- 
on City, Tenn. 

Harold Hough, WBAP. Fort Worth. 
Richard Davis, WNBC, New 





Speech came at 5 p. m. EST, an hour chosen by the 
ex-monarch so that all the dominions could hear him. 
British Broadcasting Corp. relayed the message by 
shortwave on a world-wide basis, with NBC and CBS 
catching it from London. Mutual Broadcasting wired 
in the Canadian Radio Commission, which picked up 
by shortwave from England. NBC and CBS in turn 
reissued the speech by shortwave for secondary pick- 
ups throughout the Western Hemisphere, and NBC 
additionally had mikemen and commentators (one of 
them being Edwin C. Hill) read the speech another 
four times on Friday eve. 

Mutual stations cut records of the speech, but 
Canada refused permission to play these at a later 
hour on the grounds that the monarch’s broadcast was 
primarily for his subjects, and not for U. S. consump- 
tion. Canada, however, unreeled its own discs at 8:30 
p. m. so that Canadians who didn’t hear the king at 5 
p. m. could get the real McCoy via wax at a better 
hour. 

Cooperative Analysis of Broadcasting statement, is- 
sued yesterday (15), reports that: 

‘The King Edward VIII valedictory broadcast estab- 
lished an all-time record for daytime programs in the 
eastern time zone. During the past year the pro- 
gram which attained the largest audience was the 
Schmeling-Louis fight last June which was heard by 
approximately 58% of the set owners. Edward VIII 
had one-third more listeners last Friday than Presi- 
dent Roosevelt attracted by his Jackson Day dinner 
address, which was the largest audience reported to 
have heard the President during the past year. 

‘Currently the Jack Benny program is the most pop- 
ular commercial on the networks. His latest rating 
(Sunday evening) is almost 75% of the ex-monarch’s, 





Gramophone Shop, Liberty Music Shops and Macy’s 
department store in New York are blurbing in the 
daily papers that phonograph records of the Edward 
VIII broadcast are for sale. Elsewhere in U. S. A. sim- 
ilar cases are reported, 





Philadelphia, Dec. 15. 

Recording of King Edward radio address last Friday 
(11) was ethered later same night by WCAU, local 
CBS outlet, and created intense interest among Philly 
broadcasters as well as dialers. All local stations were 
reported to have made recordings of spiel, but (even 
after several announced that it would be repeated by 
wax version) did not air it when word went out that 
British Broadcasting Co. frowned on it. 





‘are so sad that they’re frequently funny. 





Those English Announcers 


Way the announcers for the British Broadcasting Co. 
handled their tasks during the recent throne disturb- 
ance gained for them lots of admiration among their 
American confreres. Some of the American mike 
spielers contacted thought the British style and tech- 
deadening when 


nique compared with American 


methods, but majority opinion on this side held that | 


the BBC’s corp of announcers maneuvered a big job 


in a manner that couldn’t help but win them plenty | 


respect around the world. 
Howard Petrie, NBC staff announcer, 


they did, as though they themselves weren’t the least 
interested or involved in what was going on. In con- 


trast with the American announcer’s tendency to color 
and build up his stuff, the British mikester, remarked 
Petrie, seems to strain at making himself sound con- 
ventionally didactic and almost totally without per- 
sonality. Dead intervals on the air as the British an- 
nouncer took his time about gathering and presenting 
his material frequently gave Petrie the willies. 

David Ross, CBS’ No, 1 announcer on the serious 
side, bore down heavy on his rave, Ross admired 
the dignity, the restraint and the clear, concise delivery 
of the British announcers. They, opined Ross, had to 
treat with a subject of tremendous dramatic power 
and any overemphasis and attempt at emotional hypo- 
ing would have blown the whole thing to ridiculous 
tatters. Ross liked the rich culture and command of 
pure. English diction that such staff men as Sir Fred- 
erick White and Vernon Bartlett, particularly, showed 
in their mike routines. 

What impressed Milton Cross, 
briefness, conciseness and directness of the British 
verbalists. He thought the introduction of the former 
king a perfect example of the good taste that BBC men 
exercised throughout the throne vs. cabinet hurly- 
burly. Joe Bier, of WOR, Newark, and Mutual, was 
of the opinion that the reason that the BBC an- 
nouncers acquitted themselves so commendably during 
this situation was because the thing was right up their 
alley. British announcers, said Bier, shines when he 
has to deal with serious matters, unlike his attempts 
at lighter programs, such as variety setups. These 
Men that 
BBC had handling the kingly controversy, averred 
Bier, showed plenty of cultural and literary back- 
ground. He liked their style and the dignity they 
put into their work. 

Also quizzed was an announcer on a small New York 
station whose specialty is filling in the patter between 
phonograph dance records. Said he: “They’re all right, 
but why don’t they talk English? That heavy accent 
and patter must be tough as a regular diet on the 
ordinary run of listeners over there.’ 


of NBC, was the 














show world. 


manager, 


changes and transitions. 


vision are the reasons. 


Not in Years, But in Service 


The true measure of the character of ‘VARIETY’ 
service it performs as the leading newspaper of the entire 


Impartial and accurate in reporting news, expert in 
its reviews of all forms of entertainment, 


of its usefulness, is an indispensable aid to the artist and the 


For nearly a third of a century ‘Variety’ has chroni- 
cled events of all fields of amusements. 


Its own news gathering organiza- 
tion has steadily expanded until it encircles the globe. 


Not years alone account for its unique place in 
journalism; but years of service, of independence and of 


VARIETY 


31st Anniversary Edition 
To Be Published Late in December 


is the 
because 


“VARIETY , 


It has mirrored the 
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Reservations May Be Sent to Any Variety Office 


154 West 46th St. | 1708 No, Vine St. [54 W. Randolph St.! 
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CHICAGO 
| 8 St. Martin’s Pl. 





LABOR TROUBLE ECHO 





Chicago, Dec. 15. 

Mantle Lamp company has sent 
out an order cancelling all radio 
programs. This follows a labor mix- 
up at the Mantle factory. 

Two-week notice will be effective 
on Dec. 25. Presba, Fellers and 
Presba agency here handles the ac- 
count, one of the biggest spot users 
in the country. 








gathered the | 
impression that the BBC boys sound pretty much alike. ! 
There seemed to be an impersonal air about everything | 








| CKLW 


Guest List 


AMERICAN CAN 
(Tu. 9—WJZ) 











Dec. 22—Patsy Kelly. 
Dec. 29—Gertrude Niesen. 
Jan. 5—Herman Bing, Henry Ar- 
metta. 
A. & P. 
(Th. 8—-WABC) 
Dec. 17—Myrt and Marge. 
Dec. 24—Paulist Chorus. 
AXTON-FISHER 
(Spuds) 
(Sa. 8—WJZ) 
Dec. 19—Ruth Etting. 
CADILLAC 
(Th. 4—WEAF) 
Dec. 17—Not booked. 
CAMPBELL 
(Fri. 9—-WABC) 


Dec. 18-—Sonja Heine, Ritz Bros.,, 
Alice Faye. 


FIRESTONE 
(Mon, 8:30—WEAF) 
21—Richard Crooks. 
28—Richard Crooks. 
4—Lauritz Melchior, 


FORD 
(Su. 9—WABC) 
20—Jascha Heifetz. 
27—Lauritz Melchior. 
3—Lily Pons. 
10—John C, Thomas. 
GENERAL MOTORS 
(Su. 10—-WEAF) 
20—Rose Bampton. 
3—Marion Anderson, 
10—Grace Moore. 
HEINZ 
(M-W-F. 11 a.m.—WABC) 

Dec. 21-23-25—John Mason Brown, 
Wendy Marshall, Laurence Stallings, 
Mrs. S. Cook, Gretta Palmer, 

KRAFT 

(Th, 10—WEAF) 
24—Jose Iturbi. 
7—Greta Stueckgold. 
14—Guiomar Novaes, 
21—Rose Bampton. 

KOLYNOS 

(Tu. 8—W ABC) 

Dec. 22—Fritzi Scheff, Jimmy Fare 


Dec. 
Dec. 
Jan. 


Dec. 
Dec. 
Jan. 
Jan. 


Dec. 
Jan, 
Jan. 


Dec. 
Jan, 
Jan, 
Jan, 


rell, Yvonne Ivantzoff. 
LOCAL DEP’T STORE 
(Th. 9 a.m.—WOR) 
Dec. 17—Shep Fields, Benay Ve- 


nuta, Eve Symington, Claire Whitney, 
LUX 
(Mon. 9—W ARC) 
Dec. 21—Dick Powell, Joan Blon- 
dell. 
NAT’L DAIRY 
(Sat. 8--WEAF) 
19—Maj. Bowes. 
NASH 
(Sat. I—WABC) 


Dec. 


Dec, 19—John McCormack. 
Dec. 26—Ruth Breton. 
Jan. 2—Julius Huehn. 
Jan. 9—Josephine Antoine. 
ROYAL GELATINE 
(Th. 8—WEAF) 
Dec. 17—Not booked. 
RCA 
(Su. 2—WJZ) 
Dec. 20—Gertrude Wettergren, Ed- 
ward Johnson, Marcia Davenport, 
Robert Benchley, Bill Robinson, 


Bobby Green. 


RADIO GUIDE 
(Fri. 10—WJZ) 


Dec. 18—Lucille Manners, Casper 
Reardon, Edith Déck. 
SHELL 
(Sat. 9:30—WEAF) 
Dec. 19—Fred Perry, Jack Heit- 


|; Man, 


STUDEBAKER 
(M. 9:30—WEAF) 
Dec. 21—Ruth Etting. 
VICK’S 
(Su. 8—-WABC) 
20—Jeannette McDonald. 


Dec. 





Bill Lapp Gets New Tag 
Detroit, Dec. 15. 
major appointment at 
in a month this week by 
| Frank Ryan, managing director, with 


Third 


| upping of Bill Lapp to managership 
| of station's Detroit offices, 


Lapp has 
been on staff for several years. 


CKLW brought in Arthur E. Sut- 


ton from Charles A. Mason ad agency 


here,.to take over production post. 
Two weeks later Jerry DuMahaut, 
former ad man with the Detroit Free 


CANCELS "MANTLE LAMP 





— ~ 

















citain. Press and the Times, was upped to 
4; Commercial manager, 
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$20,000,000 Ahead of 1935 





Fall pickup in broadcasting 
32.7% ahead of 1935 and raised 
nearly $75,000,000. Looks like 


the same spread in 1935. 


WUGEEE Shei beb06ee0 sus 




















business 
the 
1936 take will be around $20,000,000 
ahead of last year when books are closed. 

Revealing that improvement has gained speed each month, National 
Association of Broadcasters’ third-quarter report showed revenues of 
$22,768,118 during the July-September period, a rise of $5,612.768 over 
For the nine months, revenues were run- 
ning 18.2% better than last year, with noticeable gain in the per- 


centage improvement during the third quarter, 
Following are figures for each quarter: 
1936 1935 
Jan.-March ....ceceeee6 $25,009,364 $22,880,710 
April-June ...ccccseeee 25,292,815 17,195,262 
July-Sept. crccccccscese 22,768,118 17,155,350 


573,570,297 


Washington, Dec. 15. 
boosted industry revenue 
nine-month income figure to 








$57,231,322 








A. P. Ponders 
Next Step in 
KVOS Case 


' Washington, Dec. 15, 
Broadcasters were given freedom 


| thusiasm at 


to lift news stories from papers with- | 


out Federal restraint Monday 


the Ninth Circuit Court of epee’ 


and ruled the Associated Press is no 
entitled to an injunction preventing 
KVOS, Bellingham, Wash., from pi- 
rating its reports. 

News piracy suit was not, however, 
decided upon the merits, as the court 
threw out the case on technical 
grounds. Dismissal was based upon 
the station’s contention that A.P. 
failed to demonstrate the value of 
the news allegedly stolen for broad- 
casting exceeded $3,000. Under Fed- 
eral statutes, property for which pro- 
tection is sought must be valued at 
more than this figure. Consequently, 
the highest bench did not rule on 
the fairness of the practice of 
lifting copy without first gaining con- 
sent of the originator or publisher, 


Alternatives 


Although rebuffed in the first test 
of proprietary rights in news stories, 
the press association still has three 
courses which may be followed in 
the effort to ban piracy by broad- 
casters. These steps are a new peti- 
tion accompanied by proof that dam- 
age exceeded $3,000; action in state 
courts; and action under copyright 
laws charging infringement. Whether 
the A.P, will resort to any other 
method was not known here after 
a court dismissed the injunction 
suit. 

Although the final court did not 
éxpress any opinion on the fairness 
of the practice, Justice Roberts, who 
delivered the unanimous decision, 
restated most of the A.P.’s conten- 
tions without passing judgment on 
their merits. Justice Roberts held, 
however, that the A.P. failed to dis- 
charge the responsibility of showing 
that the case came within the juris- 
diction of the Federal courts and 
Ordered the proceedings sent back 
to the initial court with instructions 
to dismiss the complaint. 





Scrappy Lambert Serious 


Harold (Scrappy) Lambert, the 
entertainer, is teaming up _ with 
James L. Saphier in the latter's 
ether production and talent dispens- 
ing firm. Lambert is to be billed as 
associate. 

Songster meantime continues his 
ether engagements. Is a member of 
the ‘Songsmith’s Quartet’ on the two 
Lucky Strike stanzas, and the ‘Town 


show, 





Gag Writers Engaged 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Four gag writers were signed last 
week for transcontinentals. 

John P. Medbury and H. S. Kraft 
will build comedy situations for Vic- 
tor Moore and Helen Broderick on 
the National Biscuit show, and El 
Kelso teams with Don Prindle on 
the Penner continuity. 


(14) | 


AUDITION ON FILM 
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IN DOWNBEAT 
HOS WEAKNESS 


| 





Advertising Agencies Won’t 
Pay Big Fees to Music 
End Not a Show in Itself 


AVERAGE, $1,200 


- —_— 


Ad agency buyers of network tal- | 


: ent in New York are of the opinion | 
| that there are about half a dozen | 
| . fs , 

| mame dance bands in the business 


| capable 


of attracting a sizable air 


Wax Failed to Clinch High-Priced | audience on their own. These same 


Novelty Program 


| agency 


Los Angeles, Dec, 15. 

Transamerican last week made 
several spools of Haven MacQuar- 
rie’s ‘Do You Want to Be an Actor?’ 
to ship east for look-see by agency 
reps interested in air show. Waxed 
audition of MacQuarrie’s ether act 
was previously sent east but the re- 
action failed to stir up sufficient cn- 
the demand price of 





$4,000. 
Don Becker, Transamerican pro- 
ducer on the Coast, has been re- 


|; vamping the show since he landed 
when U. S. Supreme Court reversed | ping 





here a month ago. 


VOX POP BY PHONE 


WORRIES UTILITY: 





Dayton, O., Dec. 15. 

Ohio Bell Telephone Co. protested 
a stunt being broadcast locally by 
both WHIO and WSMK. A twist on 
Vox Pop had station announcers put- 
ting through phone calls to persons 
picked at random from phone book 
and broadcasting the replies as given 
over phone to current events ques- 
tions. 

Phone company feared that a hot- 
tempered subscriber or one of un- 
certain sense of comedy might ex- 
plode or say something embarrassing 
and the phone company would be a 
possible party to bad reaction or liti- 
gation. 

WHIO was able to get around ob- 
jection by doing the stunt in the aft- 
ernoon for a special transcription. 
That assured the station and the util- 
ity that nothing objectionable got on 
the air in the evening. 


Henry Klein to BBD&O 


Chicago, Dec. 15. 

Henry Klein, present ether head 
of the Charles Daniel Frey agency, 
moves over to the local Batten, Bar- 
ton, Durstine & Osborn office on 
Jan, 1 to become chief of the radio 
department, 

Klein’s move to the BBD&O office 
is simultaneous with the switch of 
the Household Finance account 
which was Klein’s special duty and 
baby at the Frey agency. A. E. 
Aveyard, formerly with the Frey 
agency, is the guiding hand on the 
account’s change of agencies, 

BBD&O office in Chicago expected 
to increase its radio activity and 
billing considerably under the Klein 
direction. Agency locally has never 
done a great deal with radio in the 
past, but Klein’s background in ra- 
dio through the Household Finance | 
shows and his former connections | 











sources predict that unless 


|the organized bands of the upper 


strata hit on new ideas of presenta- 
tion and style the commercial assign- 
ments will go, with but rare excep- | 
tions, to studio units or 
priced name orchestras. 

Day of the big money bands. say | 
the agency men, is fast fading if the 
band doesn’t rate as a real attrac- 
tion, It’s nothing that the band busi- 
ness has done. It’s strictly a case of 
the parade passing it by. Whereas a 
name band used to fil! a half-hour 
spot and through straight dance 
music, with an occasional vocal in- 
terlude, produce huge followings, all 
that many have come to mean is just 
support for a comedy or variety show. 
Few aggregations that went in for 
elaborate instrumental and _ vocal 
presentations have long since run out 
of ideas in the latter direction and 
have found themselves faced with 
accepting one of three alternatives: 
(1) taking a substantial reduction in 
Salary, (2) including a comedy act 
or other elements in the program, or 
(3) being forced out of the commer- 
cial picture altogether. — 

Booking agents have of late con- 
tended that stiff competition and 
price cutting among themselves have 
largely been responsible for the de- 
pressed band market as far as com- 
mercial radio was concerned. Agency 
buyers tag this as self-kidding. Val- 
ues, they assert, have followed the 
line of demand. The name bands, 
with but a handful of exceptions, 
aren’t able any longer to pull them 
to the loudspeakers in worthwile 
numbers, and it has become incum- 
bent upon the advertiser to spend 
lots of additional money for other 
talent, if he wants to make sure of 
a steady, sizable audience. Strong 
pash which once was showered on 
band leaders has been alienated by 
comics and the recruits from the 
screen. 

Six organized musical units which 
the agency men rate as still surefire 
mike attractions on their own are} 
Ben Bernie, Paul Whiteman, Guy 


| 


modesthy | 


a 
ad 
- 


No More Exclusives on Official 
Events in Argentine After F. D. R. 





Suicide’s Vox Pop 


Kansas City, Dec. 15. 

An unsigned note, in a wom- 
on’s handwriting, threatening 
suicide was received by the 
WHB men-in - the-street show. 
Anonymous suicide - elect said 
she would be listening fer a 
pro and con discussion of her 
intended action. 

Station believed the note to 
be authentic and shot the works 
on the street show appealing to 





the morbid listener to recon- 
sider. Had suicide given her 
name and address she would 
have won a pair of silk hose 


and a chance on a diamond. 











Lombardo, Wayne King, Phil Spi- 
talny, Dave Rubinoff. This list could | 
be reduced if the selector wanted to | 
become technical, aver the agency 
men. Bernie, they’ point out, not | 
only uses name guestees from other , 
phases on show business on his pro- | 
gram but accounts for the draw by | 
virtue not of his music but his per- | 
sonality, Personality angle is also | 
applied in the case of Rudy Vallee. | 
Of course, there are others like 
Andre Kostalanetz, Al Goodman, et | 
al., who rate as musical contractors, 
rather than band leeders of set com- 
bos, since they assemble units to | 
fit certain type shows. 
$1,200 Average 

Average salary now being received 


by name bands on variety and com- | 


| with the Columbia broadcasting net- | edy shows is $1,200. Hal Kemp, as 


|radio operations, 


Hall Quartet,’ on the Fred Allen | 


work are figured a cinch to give a/| part of 


the Phil Baker program 


powerful impetus to the BBD&O for Gulf Oil, is carried on the pay- 


Lux Does a Revue 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Warners’ three years of ‘Gold Dig- 


| 





| air. 


roll for $1,500. With Fred Waring 
going off Ford and Whiteman still 
without a sponsor to succeed Wood- 


| bury after Dec. 27, it looks as though | 
| Guy Lombardo will take No. 1 po- 


sition as the top money band on the 


gers’ will be broadcast in a musical | is $5,000 a broadcast. 


cavalcade on Lux theatre of the air | 
Dec. 21. 
Powell, Joan Blondell, Ginger Rog- 
ers, Ruby Keeler and other comics 
and singers. 

Jack Warner is on for a talk. 


Lombardo’s salary for the band, 
and nothing else, from Bond Bread 
Rated by agency men as among 


In the cast will be Dick! the top commercial dance bands in | 


supporting roles (not in order of im- 
portance) are the following: 

Dick Himber 

Ozzie Nelson 





BROKAW SETS MODE 


Summit, N. J., Dee. 15. 
Fred Brokaw, v. p. of Paul Ray- 
mer & Co., station reps, turned actor 


over the week-end, and did a one- 
night stand (12) with a local torch- 
bearing group, the Summit Players. 
Play was ‘Dulcy’ and Brokaw’s role 
was that of Mr. Smith. 

Among those who came over to 
see how Brokaw fared in grease paint 
were Elizabeth Black, spot time 
booker for Ruthrauff & Ryan; Peg- 
gy Stone, of CBS station relations 
department; Mark Woods, of NBC, 
and Murray Grabhorn, of John Blair 
& Co. 

Brokaw’s performance passed mus- 
ter and everything else would have 
been okay but for a sartorial slip- 
up. The second act had him togged 
out in full-dress and every item in 
the getup but the shoes was strictly 
up to the Esquire pattern. In the 
excitement he overlooked changing 
from bright tan to patent-leather. 


Salutes Booked Solid 


Next series of towns for salutes 
on the Major Bowes program are 
Buffalo, Minneapolis, New Orleans, 
Washington, Cincinnati, Kansas City 
and Seattle. 

Arthur Brillant jumping ahead on 
the dates to set up the proper ma- 
chinery for the voting, publicity and 
merchandising. 


Yiddish Community Sing 


Add new refinements to the com- 
munity sing program trend: Horo- 
witz and Margareten, makers of 
matzoths, start a Jewish sing over 
WMCA, New York, next Tuesday 
(22) under the title ‘Songs of Israel.’ 

Booklets with the words to be dis- 
tributed to those requesting. 








Hal Kemp 

Abe Lyman 

Casa Loma 

Benny Goodman 

Eddie Duchin 

Russ Morgan 

Ted Weems 

Jimmy Dorsey 

Tommy Dorsey 

Phil Harris 

Johnny Green 

Kay Kyser 

George Olsen 

Henry King 

Henry Busse 

Horace Heidt 

Vincent Lopez 

Leo Reisman 

Shep Fields 

Harry Sosnik. 

Here’s how these same agency tal- 
ent buyers rate the vocalists: 
. Bing Crosby 
Lanny Ross 
. Dick Powell 
. Kate Smith 
Jessica Dragonette 
Kenny Baker 


(but Belgrano got the edge on 
| coming and going of the conference's 
| star attraction, 





. Connie Boswell 
. Nino Martini 
9. James Melton 
10. Lucille Manners 


SNA" PwNnp 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 15. 

Post Office of Argentina, which 
controls radio and communications, 
has issued a-regulation prohibiting 
any more handling of public events 
by one station exclusively. Hereafter 
all stations have the right to hook in 
on national and international events 
of political and economic interest to 
the public. 

Squawks by local stations on Radio 
Belgrano’s grab of President Roose- 
velt’s arrival and departure insti- 
gated the measure. Other stations 
were permitted to broadcast all ad- 
dresses during the Peace Conference, 
the 


Belgrano’s engineers went out to 
meet the incoming cruiser on a yacht 
equipped with short wave apparatus. 
Same held with departure of the U. 
S. Prez. Other stations had asked 
permission, but found that Belgrano 
had been granted the privilege to 
preclude any chance of cluttering up 
the two events. In future such will 
still be handled by one outfit, but 
all will share in a_ co-operative 
broadcast. 


RINTOUL OUT 
OF DISC FIRM 





Steve Rintoul, in charge of sta- 
tions relations for World Broadcast- 
ing, is leaving that outfit first of the 
year to set up a biz o- his own. Exact 
nature of the latter still pending, but 
it will probably be something in the 
way of a firm to do station promo- 
tion. Project has been talked up by 
Rintoul for several months. 

Rintoul has been with World for~ 
six years, and worked out most of 
the manifold and complicated dickers 
whereby World not only cut platters, 
but also placec them either on free 
time taken in exchange for its He 
brary, or on a commish basis. Rin- 
toul likewise acted as buffer in the 
set-to's World has had with reps over 
who get’s what split in the fees, 

Successor not yet designated. 


CONTINUITY JOBBED OUT 
BY THOMPSON AGENCY 


J. Walter Thompson has evolved a 
new policy for its regular continuity... 
material. Instead of loading up with 
staff writers, the agency will for the 
most part farm the stuff out to free- 
lancers. This has always been the 
practice in the case of the scripts 
used on the Lux theatre. 

Agency recently shifted Ed Rice, 
of the Hollywood writing staff, to 
New York. Another of the Thomp- 
son Coast scriptists that is due to 
move east is Rex Fraser. 


Harlow Roberts’ New Job 


Chicago, Dec. 15. 

Harlow Roberts, former advertis- 
ing manager for Pepsodent, has been 
oppointed director of advertising for 
the Purity Baking company here, 
Replaces John Sickle, who is out. 

Roberts readying considerable 
radio and newspaper spread, with 
the ether campaign to be spotted on 
platters in a script show. This show 
has been set up by Henry Selinger 
Purity account exec at the Blackett 
Sample-Hummert agency. 














10th in Cal. for Mutual 


Los Angeles, Dee, 15. 
Tenth station to join Don Leee 
Mutual state network is KXO, El 
Centro. 
Five-year contract was signed by 





Owens Dresden, KHJ manager, who 
also corralled the others. 














VARIETY 


RADIO REPORTS 





—— 





Wednesday, December 16, 1936 





— aa 


PRINCE EDWARD FAREWELL 
From Windsor Castle 
7 Mins. 
All Stations 

Prince Edward's seven minutes on 
the air was a dramatic sock. After 
listening to that voice and that state- 
ment it must have been okay with 
millions. And especially the women. 
What is perhaps pertinent here—and 
for the record—is that one more sen- 
sation has been chalked up by radio, 
the 16-year-old social phenomenon 
that has already revolutionized 
politics, advertising and propaganda. 

A first and obvious comparison for 
Americans is the drama of the ex- 
king’s broadcast as against the 
memorable ‘fireside chat’ of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt after the bank mora- 
torium of 1933. Both events partook 
of the «ture of history in the mak- 
ing. Both rocked the 
with the intimacy of authority made 
articulate in the parlors of the com- 
mon people. 

Sir John Reith’s introduction was 
the epitome of pithiness. First there 
was Big Ben striking ten—the usual 


_—<«» theme opener for Empire broadcasts. 
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trouble. 


Then ‘This Is Windsor Castle—His 
Royal Highness, Prince Edward.’ 

It came through exceptionally 
well in New York. Every station in 
town was hooked-up. Hour, of 
course, was awkward, coinciding 
with the end of the business day. 
That reduced the audience. Nearly 
100 stations on CBS, a like number 
on NBC, the scattering of regionals, 
locals, Mutual and others that were 
tied in, means that probably 400 of 
America’s 667 stations were hearing 
the Duke of Windsor. Time dif- 
ferential, of course, made it 2 o’clock 
on the Pacific Coast. 


Popular sentiment in America—as | 


no doubt throughout the world— 
tended to luctuate between duty and 
romance during the hectic eight 
days, but the scales tipped very no- 
ticeably for the prince after the 
prince had been heard. Indeed the 
whole affair seemed to acquire more 
meaning to America.ts thereafter. 
Of the heart-tug and—for ordinary 
folks—the complete sincerity of what 
Was said and how it was said there 
can be no question, It combined 
dignity with feeling. It may in the 
end do royalty a lot of good by tak- 
ing them out of the stuffed shirt 
class. Land, 


*‘BIDIN’ MY TIME’ 

With Glen Brown, Florence Knope, 
Henry Freeman, Gene Zacker and 
Larry Evans 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 9:15 P M. 

WHAM, Rochester 


Smart musical arrangements uni- 
quely interpreted make ‘Bidin’ My 
Time’ a lot more than just another 
musical show. Interest centers on 
Glen Brown, marimba stylist, whose 
solo passages stand out as he ham- 
mers interpretations of such breezy 
numbers as ‘Cross-Patch,’ ‘Nobody,’ 
‘Sweethearts Now,’ and ‘Dinah.’ 

Other musicians on this program 
of much more than ordinary 
ability and the ensemble numbers 
have plenty of what it takes for 
light popular melodies which make 
up the program. 

Larry Evans has a pleasing tenor 
Voice and provides a delightful va- 


riety from the straight musical 
pieces. Program is a high spot lo- 
cally. Cord. 


CHUCKLE CLINIC 

With ‘Doctor’ Pratt, Dorothy Bushey, 
Irene Cowan, Paul Gannon and 
Paul Dumont’s Ork. 

Comedy, Music 

30 Mins. 

RIECK-McJUNKIN DAIRY CO. 

Wednesday, 7:30 p. m. 

KDKA, Pittsburgh 


‘Doc’ Pratt’s an old-timer of the 
He’s a good choice to guide 
this breezy half-hour variety ses- 
sion. Pratt’s a combined m. ec. and 
comic, with a voice and style not 
unmindful of Phil Cook, and he 
brews a rapid-fire 30 minutes. 

Goes in for nut interviews, short 
crackbrained mysteries and with a 
glib, sharp delivery manages to make 
the session jell neatly. He might 
parcel out a bit of the chatter to 
seme of his stooges, impression be- 
ing that he’s at the mike just a bit 
too constantly. 

Dorothy Bushey, 
of the Helen Kane type, boops the 
theme snatcher, ‘My Very Good 
Friend the Milkman,’ and comes in 
also for a couple of specialty tunes. 
Okay on her own but teaming her 
up with Paul Gannon, a sock tenor, 
was a mistake. They're too far 
apart in style, and number they did 
together was weakest spot on half- 
hour. Gannon alone made every 
note count and sent home two cork- 
ing ballads with room to spare. 


Pratt’s No. 1 femme stooge is 


De Irene Cowan, well known in stock 


of dialects that fits neatly into this 
of show. Music first-rate 
throughout with top commercial 
coming in the middle via the familiar 
dramatization of a scene at home. 
Pratt also read a telegram from Wal- 
ter O’Keefe, who does the Saturday 
night network show for  Rieck- 
Mctunkin, but removed the curse 
when he cracked that next time 
O’Keefe shouldn’t send it collect. 
Only second time for Chuckle 
Clinic and sounds like it should 
make the grade without much 
Cohen. 





imagination | 


personality gal j 





NBC’S PROFESSIONAL PARADE 

With Fred Niblo, Leopold Spitalny 
Orch. . 

Sustaining 

60 Mins. 

Wednesday, 9 p.m. 

WJZ, New York 


Announced purpose of program is 


to bring back stage shows, living 
actors and musicians, now un- 


employed or working only a portion 
of the season, due to shrinkage of 
playing time in vaudeville and other 
fields of show business. NBC is co- 
operating with the Federal WPA 
Theatre in show-casing available 
talent on a weekly hour-program 
over the blue band. Listeners are 
asked to mail in name of artist they 
would like to see footlight in their 
communities. 





Casting around for name to emcee | 


the broadcasts, NBC finally landed 
Fred Niblo, one-time vaudeville- 
stage star and a director of silent 


films. Leopold Spiltany’s NBC house 
orchestra handles the accompaniment 
chores. 

Spotted at an hour which invites 
comparison, and must compete for 
dial-attention, with the best that 
commercial radio offers. Opposite it, 
on the red band, is Fred Allen’s 
Town Hall, the last word in fresh 
material, smooth continuity, a 
popular name and a crack support- 
ing east. On the Columbia chain, 
during the same period, is Nino 
Martini and Andre Kostelanetz’s or- 
chestra. which in turn follows Burns 
and Allen half-hour. 

It is hardly fair to compare Pro- 
fessional Parade for the purpose of 
the production is radically different 
and -the troupers change weekly. 
Niblo furnishes the program’s only 
continuity. Otherwise, it, is a series 
of specialties, the running time for 
each of which is limited in order to 
give as many performers as possible 
an opportunity to face the micro- 
phone. 

Singers, comedians, musicians and 
imitators form the bulk of the turns. 
The warblers range from night club 
to opera-concert; talkers have a 
vaudeville or cabaret background. A 
Federal Theatre chorus is used for 
some backups; it might be employed 
more frequently. 

Oshins and Lessy, currently at a 
52nd street spot, was one turn on 
last week’s ride which gave promise 
of living up to Niblo’s ‘strong’ intro- 
ductions about youthful talent on 
the upgrade. Boys, with their 
Russian-American and broad English 
hoke, garnered a flock of laughs 
from the studioites. Noticeable was 
their verve, confidence and sense of 
timing; obviously they are working 
regularly before audiences. Act 
tubed with sufficient strength to sug- 
gest, someday, a trial spotting on a 
variety commercial. 

Harry Henderson, who, Niblo said, 
went to Australia for a vaude en- 
gagement and remained five years, 
was another comedy entry. He did 
fairly well with two stories. An 


imitator caught the fancy of the 
studio crowd with his mimicry. 
Three Blue Chips miked okay in 


songs. Trained vocalists were good, 
if not remarkable. A kid brother- 
sister trumpet act did not mean 
much via loudspeaker. A comedian 
who aired on first two shows flashed 
a rather fresh style, and might have 
possibilities. 

Niblo took time out at the halfway 
mark for a Hollywood yarn, one of 
the best things, for popular con- 
sumption, offered during the hour. 
It was a little long and lachrymosal 
—musical accompaniment toward 
the finish—but undoubtedly appealed 
to impressionable film fans, _ es- 
pecially followers of Joan Crawford. 
Niblo said that Miss Crawford did 
not know he planned to tell the 
yarn—it portrayed her as a warm- 
hearted girl. He might do more of 
the Hollywood close-ups stuff, if it 
does not conflict with purpose of 
program. 

Niblo is a poised, friendly, rather 
fatherly emcee. Would be wise to 
word his introductions more con- 
servatively, so that dialers will not 
expect too much. Another thing 
which Niblo should watch is the 
holding back, for too long a time, of 
performer’s names; sometimes music 
drowns it in a crescendo. 

Spiltany’s unit turns in a good, 
workmanlike job. Jaco. 


KERRY CONWAY 
Talk 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Mon., Fri., 9 p.m. 
KECA, Los Angeles 

That radio cry of ‘lend me your 
ears’ seldom gets much of a tumble 
along these sunny slopes when 
there’s an educational program to be 
harked to. But here’s something in 





that category just enough different | 


the mill run of such staff 
build the approximation of 
a following. Out there they’re hot 
on one subject, and that, how to 
properly use the king’s English. This 
chap, Conway, sees to that. 

His delivery is crisp and easily 
understandable. He uses a feeder to 
give the lesson a_ conversational 
touch and it reels off nicely. 

Norma Shearer, Robert Mont- 
gomery and Herbert Marshall were 
held up as exemplars of better 
speech. Ina Claire has the best stage 
voice and diction. He commented 
on those throaty, husky voices but 


from 
as to 


passed over their lack of finesse by | a 


saying they have box office appeal. 


Helm. 


| suggestions 








Follow-Up Comment 


Phil Baker Jast Sunday wise- 
cracked about the editors of the Lit- 
erary Digest. Which makes_ the 
score in gags at the expense of the 
poll-takers so overwhelming that 
sportsmanship might suggest that the 
mag has been spanked enough. 

It was a slick half hour again for 
Baker. Shows plenty of careful re- 
hearsals and the throw-away de- 
livery squanders more comedy ma- 
terial than some comedy. programs 
have all told. Worthy, too, is the 
Hal Kemp music and the snappy 
moderne vocalizing of the Seven G’s. 
Choral efforts are excellent. 














Josef Cherniavsky’s music Sunday 





UNCLE NED ” 
With Crosley Singers, Wells Ginn, 

Ellis Frakes, James Leonard 
30 Mins. 

OSHKOSH OVERALL CO. 
Sun., 5:30 P. M., EST 
WLW, Cincinnati 

(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

Made-to-measure commercial for 
overalls, this one. Time, structure 
and talent all perfectly fitting. Titled 
character portrayed by Wells Ginn, 
whose bass. voice and home+spun 
philosophy have a smack of sincerit; 
that should reach intended rural ana 
city overall wearers. 

Uncle Ned is depicted as the choir 
master and action i$ laid in a coun- 
try home, late Sunday afternoon. 
Atmosphere built up realistically by 
presence of crowd of young folks, 


| in singing mood before eating sup- 


matinees remains consistently rich in | 


melody and variation. Willie Mor- 
ris, ‘The 1847 Girl,’ makes a nice 
soprano counter-balance. But the 


Mingled conversation is han- 
smartly, with homey 


per. 


dled 


expres- | 





| sions, high-grass lingo by Uncle Ned | 


}and modern tone in chatter of young- 


literary style sheet about ‘the mu- | 


sicak camera’ is getting in the way. 
A forced analogy, since 
eye as a pattern for the ear, the 
trimmings should not be more than 
just embroidery. 





Ford Maddox Ford, English novel- 
ist, on an NBC matinee, discussed 
the King Edward-Mrs. Simpson 
cause celebre with a more personal 
touch on the monarch than the run 
of Englishmen heard in comment, 
but he had perhaps the most British 
and most baffling delivery of anyone 
recently broadcasting. Ford’s ob- 
servations of the present King at his 
father’s coronation and on the West- 
ern front during the world war—the 
writer served as an officer—were 
rather interesting, if they could be 
understood, against the background 
of a clipped muffled speech, a mono- 
tone and a rapid tempo, plus an 
annoying ‘intonation’ at the end of 
sentences. Strangely, the cultured 
author used several ‘damns’ and 
‘hells’ in talking on the war angle. 





British royalty gags have gotten 
on the air after a conservative policy 
was reversed by the force of events. 
Ben Bernie program on NBC had 
one about British poker in which the 


king has no queen and plays the 
deuce. Bernie thereupon followed 


up with ‘Punch-Drunk Bertie’ with 
a cockney delivery. Bernie had 
much to do with popularizing ‘The 
King’s Horsemen’ in the U.S.A. some 
years ago. ' 

Kate Smith was on the same pro- 
gram. Studio audience whistled and 
stomped and yelled. And Kate made 
the enthusiasm plausible. Over the 
air she was zowie, She smashes into 
a pop with hurricane force, 





Packard is stressing a social angle. 
Mentioned last week the snooty sub- 
urb of Philadelphia, Describing the 
fox-hunting- crowd and the flossy 
shacks in which they live, the copy 
cued easily into the ‘keeping up with 
Mrs. Jones’ reason for buying a 
Packard. Probably as good a slant 
as any since it is further integrated 
with a budget emphasis that you can 
be hoity-toity painlessly. 

Now that the contest is out of the 
way, the commercial continuity is 
a lot slicker all the way. But the 
real improvement is in the show 
itself. Compared to the first and 
second broadcasts as reviewed by 
Vartety, it’s not the same entertain- 
ment. Butterworth has become a 
tower of strength. But the blending 
of the various elements is now hem- 
stitched with professional eclat, 





Rudy Vallee, hosting on Sealtest’s 
Saturday Night Party over the NBC 
red rim, handled introductions in his 
usual crisp, friendly style. He did a 
smoothly-worded bit of retrospection 
on his first visit to New York in 
1921, tying in Ferde Grofe, orches- 
tra leader on the Party and then 
with Paul Whiteman (whom Vallee 
tried to visit in the Palais Royal 
date), Then warbled a Yale song for 
a group gathered at Montclair, N. J., 
and of which he had expected to be 
a member. 

Tom Howard and George Shelton 
turned in 10 minutes of comedy with 
material the best recently handled 
by them. Major Bowes will host for 
Sealtest this week. 

It’s all part of the make-over of 
program which recently = shifted 
agencies after plenty of talent and 
other troubles. 





VIOLET MOSS 
Beauty Gossip 
Sustaining 

15 Mins. 

Monday, 8:45 a.m. 
KFAC, Los Angeles 

Making a bid for femme listeners 
at an hour when they have not given 
much thought to their personal 
charm for the day, Violet Moss, un- 
der the program title of ‘Lessons in 
Loveliness,’ is offering a quarter 
hour of makeup and beauty hints 
that is a radical departure from the 
usual broadcasts of this type. Sus- 
tainer, by reason of absence of plugs 
of any sort, is bound to appeal to 
the feminine audience. 

Miss Moss conveys her hints and 
in such fashion as to 
strike home. Her enunciation is 
clear, her style of delivery free and 


easy, and her recommendations 
simple, though practical. Looks like 
good bet for some cosmetician 


wanting to drive home its message. 
Edwa. 


it uses the | 


| sters. 


Highlight is choral singing under 


ditection of Grace Clauve Raine, 
vocal head of Crosley staff. Instru- 
mental background supplied by an 


|okay ork, with organ and steel guitar 








taking leads at opportune intervals. 
Some 10 well-selected standard fa- 
vorites and hymns, with special ar- 
rangements, were used on stanza 
caught. Ellis Frakes, baritone, only 
soloist, is properly attuned. 

Blurbs for sponsor’s denim trou- 
sers are in taste and smartly spotted. 
What's more, they’re noteworthy in 
point of distinctive claims for ‘Osh- 
kosh B’Gosh Overalls’ and also for 
clever manner in which names of 





dealers in scattered parts of the na- | 


tion are brought out. Koll. 


FRONT PAGE HEROES 

With Rocky Clark, Joseph Lopez 
Interviews 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 7:30 p. m. EST 

WICC, Bridgeport 

Here is a newspaperman’s idea of 
a topical radio program. What sta- 
tion special events departments try 
intermittently Rocky Clark, radio 
ed of the Bridgeport Post, afternoon 
daily, has plotted as a steady stint. 
It’s a tough assignment, but the pre- 
miere presentation more than made 
the grade, Little doubt about the 
immediate click of the offering with 
listeners accustomed to. standard 
local-station output. 

Advance publicity promised mike 
appearance of principals of front- 
paged events occurring in vicinity, 
and Clark came through with three 
representative people. One was a 
mother who had saved her three- 
year-old in a fire earlier in the 
week; second, a high school girl who 
was victim of an 
maniac, and. closer a survivor of a 


Bridgeport submarine sinking 15 
years ago. 
Joe Lopez, head man of WICC, 


leads off each sequence by reading a 
headline. Clark, regular newsflasher 
some years ago, picks up with gen- 
eral background explanation and in- 
troduces guest. Front-pagers ade- 


quately drilled to answer  inter- 
viewer without loss of time. Clark 
tries for the ‘hero’ angle in each 


case, and with the sacrificial mother 
avpealed to audience for old clothes 
and such to make up for fire loss, 
Maternal episode was best of three 
in both timeliness and.timing. Ques- 
tionable whether acid victim is suit- 
able fare for radio. Submarine hero, 


commemorating anniversary, inter- 
esting but staved too long. : 
What distinguishes this chiefly 


from roving mike and pop guest pro- 
grams so frequently heard today is 
the tie-up with Page 1. It’s a sen- 
sible postscript to stories carried -by 

e newspaper, gives the latter a 
plug and brings some life to the sta- 


tion. Elem, 
KALEIDOSCOPE 
With Gordie Randall's Orchestra, 


Annette McCullough, Three Shades 

of Blue 
38 Mins. 

Sustaining 
Saturday, 7 p.m. 
WGY, Schenectady . 

This new program marks the re- 
turn by WGY to sustaining-produc- 
tion on something like the scale ex- 
pected from a 50,000-watter. Comes 
as a welcome change from the long 
line of singles and duos. Not unusual 
in conception or presentation, but 
nevertheless above average for a 7 


p.m. shot. With some tightening 
during rehearsals, polishing of ar- 
rangements, and accelerating over 


the entire 30-minute period ‘Kaleido- 
scope’ would have commercial pur- 
poses. 

Randall, veteran conductor on the 
air and in night niches, has a unit 
for this broadcast which includes 
two WGY standbys, a pair with 
Schenectady theatre pit experience, 
several former members of Joe 
Venuti’s and George Hall's units, and 
others. A five-piece swing combo is 
in the lineup. Orchestra pours out 
lively music. Miss McCullough sings 
effectively; the Three Shades (Roger 
Sweet, John Dandurand and James 
Mack) close-harmony smoothly. 

While good, the threesome do not 
produce as distinctive a blend. as 
they did in the days when David 
Buttolph, pianist-arranger and then 
WGY musical director, introduced 
them to NBC listeners. Might be 
well for Miss McCullough to do more 
than one number with the trio. 

Taco. 


acid-spraying | 
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DOROTHY SPIRA 

Market Information 

5 Mins. 

CENTRAL MARKETS 

WGY, Schenectady 
(Leighton & Nelson) 

This program brings to WGY af. 
ternoon listeners a new and promis- 
ing voice. It is that of Dorothy 
Spira, an elocution teacher, with the 
modulated tone and the clear dic- 
tion of the trained speaker. She 
asses out marketing information, sug- 
gestions, and other data of interest 
to women, including advertising of 
products-sold by Central Markets, a 
Capital District chain headquartered 
in Schenectady. 

Mrs. Spira’s radio technique is not 
perfect—her approach might be a 
bit warmer and the head tones han- 
dled more carefully—but she pos- 
sesses better vocal equipment than 
the average air householder. 

Called ‘The Voice of Central Mar- 
kets,’ is signed off by mikeman with 
price tabbings. Jaco. 


HANK KEENE RADIO GANG 


Hillbilly 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WHAS, Louisville 

Another ‘aggregation of guitar 
twangers, -and one which hardly 
| conws -up to previous outfits heard 
over this station. This group airs 


twice, daily,. the. first a 30 minute 
session at 6 o’clock in the morning, 
to open the station, and later at 11:45 
for 15 minutes of fiddlin’, yodeling, 
and such. 

Lads burst on the ether with a 
yippee and plenty of whooping it up. 
Hank Keene acts as spokesman, and 
he steers clear of any assumed 
drawling and ‘Haints’ and mispro- 
nunciations which _ characterized 
previous spielers \ith the hillbilly 
units. This chap has a pleasant and 
intimate line of chatter, and registc-s 
as a very modest and likeable per- 
sonality. 

Conventional tunes and harmoniz- 
ine throuehout, with the exception 
of a rube character who has gathered 
some mighty meaty material which 


he sells under the title ‘Elmer's 
News Flashes.” It’s supposed to t> a 
small town renorter who gathers 


local items for the ‘Center Junction 
News,’ and at airing caught lad gave 
evidence of having the knack of put- 
ting a real punch into the delivery of 
his pithy comments. 

Keene’s Radio Gang are on strictly 
as a sustainer at.present, but should 
build after a short time into a good 
bet for sponsorship, and in any event 
an act which can play the school 
audes, community houses, and the 
like, in this section. Hold. 
‘SWING SESSION’ 

Eddie Dunstedter, Stewart Johnson 
FORD DEALERS OF ST LOUIS 
M.-W.-F., 9:30 p.m, 

KMOX, St. Louis 

Here is a combo program of elec- 
tric organ, clarinet, violin, guitar, 
bass fiddle and tenor that would be 
greatly enhanced were warbler re- 
placed or eliminated entirely and 
commercials’ slashed drastically. 
Dunstedter starts program off with 
plenty of zip with his theme music 
‘Open Your Eyes.’ Immediately an- 
nouncer chimes in to ask every one 
to fulfill a New Year resolution by 
purchasing one of Mr. Ford’s new 
models. Had this commercial been 
limited to a few choice words all 
would have been well but ’twas 
much too long. : 

Stewart Johnson, member of ork, 


falls short of standard of most 
KMOX tenors. Second plug also 
much too lengthy. Sahu. 





‘YOUR HOST IS BUFFALO’ 


With Mary Lou Moore, . Norcross 
Sisters, Tune Tossers, Erwin 
Glucksman’s Orchestra 

Musical 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 


Saturday, 2 p.m. 
WBEN, Buffalo 

An ordinary program, extraordi- 
narily well. done, WBEN_ was 
parading the. best of its musical 
talent in first of a weekly series of 
NBC sustainers. 

Talent trotting out all tricks be- 
cause there’s always that chance that 
somebody important in the web may 
be listening. Norcross _ Sisters, 
Boswell-type harmonists, especially 
socko in ‘Lady Meets a Gentleman 
Down South.’ Glucksman’s ‘Chapel in 
the Moonlight’ arrangement showed 
dmagination and originality with 
‘midway organ interlude, 

A pleasant half-hour. Reed. 





| D. C. CARR 


‘Santa Claus’ 

15 Mins. 
SEARS-ROEBUCK 
M-W-F; 6 p.m. 
WTAR, Norfolk 

Typical seasonal stuff. It’s sup- 
posed to be St. Nick broadcasting 
from Radio Station S-N-O-W. It’s 
a pre-Christmas Toyland opener for 
local Sears-Roebuck. 

D. C. Carr tells kids what is going 
on in the land of snow and puts it 
on thick about the care of reindeers, 
stating that he will miss them when 
he goes aviation for rapid transit 
purposes. 

Sound effects relied upon largely 
with the inevitable ‘Jingle Bells’ as 
starter and finisher. Plugs are brief. 
Added attraction to talk angle is 


Carr’s ability to break it up with 
vocal work. A cute offering for the 
tots, Sand, 
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Deny Blackett-Sample-Hummert Split 


= 

Appears that the Kansas City Star, in purchasing WREN for $275.000 Chicago. Dec. 15 
will not move the station’s main plant out of Lawrence into K. C. as was q Despite many reports, rumors and gossip of splitup te Blackett- 
expected here. Paper has now leased the ground on which equipment is hn i! ‘ if Sample-fiumeett organizz tion with Svank Hummert gossiped as go- 
Jocated for five years from the Bowersock Mills and Power firm. forme ing out on own in other connections, Hill Blackett rumored g¢ ing v ith 
owners. que of this grange ars gen! in Lawrence, although a remote Benton & Bowles, and Glenn Sample even reported going with Gen- 
studio was lately opened in K. C. to originate some of the program the ea RT ie eee asitiantinite 4k cae fragt nds oe 
. Dicker between the Star and the original owners of the a was ue Entertaining Broadcasters | ee oe ee ee ben fri agen ati a pane . 
sudden alae but “~~ a pending “ee eat a year. For this rea- | From Provinces Costs | tract Actual cash loss that any px rtner would forfeit if breaking 
son WREN has not issued much coverage data within the past twelvemon Il awa oula run into si i teenie 
ae made many attempts to become closer attached t " Makiod City, He Plenty—Tastes Vary But | a Hmattest’s prtiese decks are’ psleui Hummert's personal money 
though the station vehemently objected to.being listed as a Lawrence Ma jority of Visitors Are | and personal investments and have no bearing on Blackett-Sample- 
utlet. ' Hummert agency itself. 








OTHER COSTS 


Recriminations and counter-recriminations were aired last week in an 
examination before trial of Johnny Hauser’s suit for damages against Paul 
Whiteman in city court, Manhattan. Hauser is demanding an accounting 
of monies alleged to have been collected by Whiteman on engagements | 
outside the band, while Bill Snyder, an agent, is suing Hauser for walk- 


ing out of a contract which he charges Hauser made with him. Personal attention poured on sta- 


Mystery Booking Confuses 
Talent and Trade; Hummeri 
Angle Not Clear; No Commish 





Columbia to publicize, promote and sell Miss Neisen’s services. Under the 
arrangement entered into in 1932 Dagand was to receive 5% of the monies 
earned by Columbia threugh Miss Niesen, and that he was also to get a 
percentage of the salaries of the singer. 
Dagand says both defendants breached their 


| with time buyers from agencies—an 
|; unavoidable and_ strategic invest- 
| ment, since most time buyers are too 
‘ harassed. during office hours to be 
contracts in January, 1935. | easily accessible. 
ry _ | “This 2% to 6%, depending on the 
Late Emperor Francis Joseph I. of the former dual monarchy of Austria-| size of the rep, doesn’t: include the 
Hungary ‘spoke’ over the radio Dec, 2 to the inhabitants of the country | periodic costs of new offices, better 
appealing for generous help in winter time for the poor and needy. Only | furniture, etc. Most of the reps had 
existing phonograph record of Francis Joseph, who diéd in 1916, was made | to make some physical improvements 
several years before the outbreak of the World War. Emperor spoke a | this year, and a couple of the big- 
few words at the time for a similar purpose.’ This old phonograph record ger ones went beau monde with lay- 
of immense historical value lies in a vault of the National Museum and} ots’ designed by an interior deco- 
was lent for a broadcast to the Austrian Radio Corp. Though the record is | These are there 100% to im- 


. ; rator, 
now more than 20 years old, the voice was clear on the air. press station visitors. Agency peo- 


titled ‘Who's the Boss?’ had, at press 
time; reached the point where the 


| only logical answer was ‘Everybody.’ 
| Last week's official declaration 
| was that the agency’s radio shows 
| and talent will be handled exclusive- 
‘ly by-and through a new ‘outside’ 





= 


mish and otherwise, will get a polite 
ride out the gate. And that among 
those getting the air would be Bob 
‘ar . Goldstein, who produces several of 
= ee See eee | the agency’s radio shows and places 








Discovery of midget radio waves, which it’s believed will simplify broad- | fonda 
casting by individuals, has beén made by two University of ‘Michigan | Beings on whe Gypsy | talent on a flock: of them. 

| physicists, C. E. Cleeton and N. H. Williams. Waves, described by Amer-| Reason for this year’s exceptional Since then Frank Hummert, one 

ican Physical Society, have a length of six millimeters, less than one-fourth gilding of the lily is not so much of the three agency execs important 

of an inch; yet the waves are produced continuously and regularly, hat the reps need to make a grand- | enough to rate personal billing in the 

Discovery, marking a development in the new micro-radio waves science | Stand play in front of the agencies, | ¢ name, spread the word around 


lett, Sample & Hummert agency, en- | sel 


| and 














\, ie 


Rear 
er 


and art started by Guglielmo Marconi, is declared to be the kind of ultra- | #5 
short waves that some day ‘will be used by each person for radio sending | 


and receiving.’ 


Couple of years back a 


that their clients for the first time | 
have enough coin generally to travel 
and look over the New York plant. | 
rep could 


The $100,000 siander suit of Donald ‘Don’ Jackson, University of North | have done a good biz out of a two- 


Carolina student, against Columbia Broadeasting System, Remington-Rand by- 
and Time, Inc., now pending in the N. Y. state supreme court, promises to | 
set legal precedent as to broadcasting responsibility when eventually de- | 


cided. All three defendants have filed their answers now, with none ad- 
mitting they are at fault. 

Time, Inc., contended that no malice was intended and that the program 
Was used just on a basis of news interest. Time also claimed that it went 


| 
| 


standing with the agencies. 
| rently the boom in profits is giving 
the station people wanderlust, so the 


four cubbyhole, and still kept his 
But cur- 





that Goldstein not only isn’t going 
out, but will remain in as much if 
i'not more so than ever. Goldstein 
| himself thinks likewise. To prove it, 
| Hummert and Goldstein are going to 
| the Coast on a talent hunt in Janu- 
ary—together, 


It now appears that Goldstein will, 


' rep takes on the subsidiary duties of | despite previous announcements to 


gigolo. 


to the usual sources of information, citing that the data for this particular | people is down to a formula now. 


broadcast was obtained from a New York daily. 


Parks Johnson and Wallace Butterworth, NBC vox poppers, hit the ceil- 
ing on their last broadcast Dec. 8 because of meddling of standby an- 
nouncer who put the damper on use of royal romance talk for the program. 

Pair had cleared the topic through the program department at the last 


minute and started queries when the headquarters man rushed through the | 


nix forcing boys to switch the gab elsewhere. Before the argument could 
be straightened out time was short and pair lost out on live comment for 
show, 


NBC will handle most of the details of the Metropolitan Opera broad- 
casts which RCA starts underwriting the day after Christmas. Lord & 
Thomas, regular agency on the RCA account, is slated to get in on the 
entre-acte entertainment. Agency has already suggested that the inter- 
missions be devoted to dramatizations of the composers’ lives. 

RCA last week renewed for another 13-week cycle of the Sunday mati- 
nee hour, 


Several changes readying in the local sales staff at WBBM, the Colum- | 


bia station in Chicago, when the rates and system of remuneration is re- 
vised on Jan. 1. Salesmen are all being put on a straight salary basis, 
with a cut in on talent sales. Previously the salesmen were on a com- 
mission arrangement. Since this hems in the revenue for most of the 
salesmen, several of them are looking around for new connections. 





| (barring 


When Alfred H. Morton moves Jan. 1 into the post of manager of NBC | 


managed and operated stations, which William S. 
another job, the network will make Morton's department an 
unit. Formerly it was tied up with station relations and local spot sales. 

For Morton it's a shift from the program department where he has been 
business manager since 1934. Hedges is joining WLW, Cincinnati, as v.p. 





treene Wicker (Kellogg’s Singing Lady) now has an office at N. W. 
Ayer, sponsor's agency, and is doing all her work from there. 


Hodges is vacating for | 
individual | 
| ers choose immaculate cafes, 


| Boys from the bigger towns get 
| drinks, and a legit show—preferably 
| a revue or musical—with a nitery to 
| top it off. Crowd from the smaller 
'towns is herded straight into a 
Broadway hotspot where the floor 
show has lots of color and flesh, and 
hard likker is 





served with every | 


course. There are exceptions to the! 


if the boss 
in tow, 


formula, 
half 


Some of the reps try to omit liquor 


has his better 


wherever possible with the bigger 
people, but this takes real art. Rea- 


son for trying to lay off the alcohol 
is that the broadcaster might get too 
confidential in an off moment, and 
spill secrets he’s later sorry 


the contrary, retain production su- 


Entertainment for visiting station | PeTvision over the Fannie Brice, 


‘tthel Barrymore and ‘Easy Aces’ 
programs and a substantial talent 
representation interest in ‘Broadway 
Varieties, ‘Manhattan 
Round’ and other shows. 
No Commish! 
But the mystery behind the state- 
ment that Air Features, Inc., 
‘strictly independent’ office, not 
financially connected with nor con- 
trolled by B. S. & H., has yet to be 
cleared up. Although Air Features 
will serve as the clearing house for 


Merry-Go- | 


| perience was putting over the tran- 


Whiteman’s eounsel, Julian T. Abeles, quizzed Hauser on the defense’s’ tion bosses or biz prospects by the 
ratt . 2 he sician- -alis P . © r ¢ a. 
allegations that the musician-vocalist failed to-show up for work at va station sales reps is becoming in- 
rious occasions. - Hauser claims that he should have been paid extra fo i: : 
: the commereial broadcasts in which he participated with Whiteman. creasingly. more: expensive. Clients 
pte tale visiting from the sticks want to toss 
€olumbia Artists’ Bureau, Inc., and Gertrude Niesen, the singer, are! confetti in the niteries. Anywhere | 
defendants in a suit for $100,000 damages against each brought by Miss| from 1% to 3% of the rep’s gross | 
‘ Niesen’s former agent, Henry Dagand, for alleged breach of contract on|revenue annually is chalked up| . 
Sat. (12) in N. Y. Supreme Court. Columbia asked court to compel! toward helping’ — visitors forget | Mixup in the radio booking and 
Dagand to be more specific in his allegations. Keokuk. Another 1% to 3% of the! production department of the Black- | 
Dagand in his complaint alleges that he entered an agreement with! gross goes for lunches and confabs 


Philadel. 
for Wes- 
coming in 
advertising 


scribed banker-sponsored 
phia Orchestra programs 
(Chicago). . A C.P.A. 
taking over an 


| agency’s complete and quite exten- 
| sive radio affairs, following a lot of 


office called Air Features, Inc., and | 
that all the boys now sharing in the | 
B.,.S. & H. radio pie, through com- | 





is a) 


all B. S. & H. radio shows and tal- | 


ent, it proposes to exact no commis- 
sions from the _ talent salaries. 
Chances are that somebody is paying 


| for Air Features’ upkeep, unless the 


for. | 


Shrewd reps know this reacts against 


‘em when the victim's conscience 
comes to. 
Christmas Gifts 

Money spent on 
buyers, on the other hand 
the time ae straight biz 
conventions and 
parties). Many time buyers 
lunches unless they know the 
very well, or pay dutch treat. 


agency time 


: Lag f 
is 95% 


station 


dom take a drink unless it’s after 


of | 
matter | 


refuse | 

rep | 
Oth- | 
and sel- | 
| head 


hours. Time buyers will accept Xmas 


| gifts, providing they’re strictly on 
the up and up. If not, the gifts 
boomerang. 

Reps currently are trying to 


Boys got a surprise when, instead of moving in with a brief case, she 


had a van haul up a whole library of juve books. Kellogg show on Xmas 
day starts a policy of half-hour playlets and operetias for the Friday 
stanza, 

Joe Weed has garnered KGLO, Mason City ‘la.), and will add it to his 
Jist as soon as the station is finished, When construction is completed, it 


| figured as being a much-pestered lot, | 
talk | 


will operate on 250 and 100 watts under ownership of the Mason City | 


Globe Gazette. 
dailies, and having financial interests in KFAB, KFOR, KOIL and WIBA. 


Present facilities of National Broadcasting studio in Hollywood will be 
doubled to meet the increased production schedule. Engineers are now 
working on an addition in the rear of the plant as the present structure 
Was not built to take on an added load. 


jee 


( 


This paper is part of the Lee Syndicate, numbering 10) 


maneuver their expenditures so that 
the bulk goes down the legitimate 
agency channel. Time buyers are 


and the only time they can 


| C.P.A. 


| 
| 


with any leisure is during lunch. Lat- 


ter form of catering to ’em con- 
sequently is on the upbeat, Cock- 
tail parties and such for agency peo- 
ple, however—barring special oc- 
casions—are generally a bad diet. 
Invites to homes are not considered 
entertainment, and agency people 
wevuldn't come in most. cases unless 


| 





office is living on love, which is un- 
likely because there doesn’t seem to 
be any love by anybody for anybody 
else in the present situation. And if 
Air Features is getting paid outright 


| 


by B. S. & H. for handling its radio | 


shows, with the agency 
monetary interest in the office, and 
for no given reason, then B. S. & H. 
can be nobody but Santa Claus 
dressed up like an 
agency. 

Air Features’ nominal and active 
is a comparative radio new- 
comer, James Sauter, statistician and 
His only previous radio ex- 


there was a_ friendship 
strictly above biz matters. 

Another rep expense—traveling— 
is this year in about the same state 
as always. There’s lots of it, Al- 
though fewer big stations have 
changed hands than ever before, the 
reps are currently looking for 
smatier clients, and of course have 
to mend old fences almost contin- 
ually. Add that to the 2% to 6% for 
wining and dining in New York, and 


that 


having no} 


advertising | 


| 


lof WSAIL. 


was ! 


i 
' 


! 


j 


it makes one reason why most sta-/| 


tion reps still wear Jast year’s over- 
coat. 


previous trade comment on the com- 
mish angle, was what made every- 
body do plenty of wondering. -No- 
body seemed to know whether 
Sauter was engaged to head the 
B.S.&H. official booking office in the 
guise of a booker or a bookkeeper. 
Talent Confused 
Among those involved in the gen- 


eral confusion, and still involved, 
are the acts. Those working for 
B.S.&H. through Goldstein, didn’t 


know whether they were working 
through Goldstein any more or not, 


| or even for B.S.&H., for that matter. 


Those who wanted to work for 
B.S.&H. didn’t know whether seek- 
ing such work through Goldstein 
would be as futile. 

Regardless of how it’s all straight- 
ened out, it looks like B.S.&H. will 
have more mouths to feed, directly, 
by running its own booking office, 
than through the old catch-as-catch- 
can system of its radio department. 
The staff is already being increased, 
Among additions are Larry Ham- 
mond, who used to be with WHN 
and WNEW, and Maurie Jacobs, for- 
merly with Benton & Bowles and 
more recently with the Democratic 
National Committee. Sauter also had. 
something to do with the Dems dur- 
ing the last campaign. 


Bruce Beemer Off WXYZ 


Detroit, Dec. 15. 

Bruce Beemer, for seven years 
production and studio manager for 
WXYZ and the Michigan web, has 
resigned, effective Jan. 30. Follow- 
ing a brief vacation in Florida, he'll 
return to Detroit to accept another 
proposition, as yet undisclosed. 

No successor has been named, and 
it’s unlikely choice wiil be made un- 
til H. Allen Campbell, general man- 
ager, returns from trip to Coast, 
where he’s arranging final) details on 
WXYZ's ‘Lone Ranger’ serial fur Pa- 
cific Coast sponsorship. : 








Frank Smith’s Aide 


Cincinnati, Dee. 

Bob Jennings moved up in 
Crosley organization this week, 
coming assistant sales manager 
WLW, under Frank M. Smith. 
late he was assistant sales 


15. 
the 
be- 
of 
of 


manager 


His successor in that post has. ‘ot 
been selected as yet. 





WIP Staff Gets Bonus 
Philadelphia, Dec. 15. 
Entire personnel of Pennsylvania 
Broadcasting Company (station 
WIP) get Christmas bonus of 2@ 
of annual wages, 
Action is in line with similar move 
by management of Gimbel Brothers‘ 
store, which also controls station. 





Ed Reecker ‘he’s Ray Powers 


over WIP, Phitly) will guest on ‘Pick | a 
and Pat ‘show, over CBS Dec, 28. bens # 
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300 PAGES IN LATEST F.C.C. RELEASE: 
XPOSE A.T. & T. FAVORITISM TO NB 


History of Phone Company’s Radio Activities Em- 
phasizes Discriminatory and Monopolistic Aspects 
—Coerced Stations, Impeded Progress, Charged 


+ 
Summarizing a 300-page report 
filed Tuesday (15), Federal Commu- 
nications Commish probers = said, 


‘These facts indicate that the Bell 
(system has a virtual monopoly in 
the provision of wire channels to 
radio stations and chains. It fol- 
lows, therefore, that the general 


principles and policies discussed in 
this report have influenced or con- 
tinue to inftuence the industry as a 
whole.’ Report shows the methods 
by which the Bell System has ac- 
quired almost complete control of 
radio program transmission and the 
‘discriminatory’ practices that have 
been perpetrated under a 
of monopoly. 

Tracing development of monopoly, 
Commish found numerous secret 
license agreements gave Bell System 
access to patents of electrical manu- 
facturers, exclusive right to furnish 





condition | 


patent pool suit report further 
charged 

Until A. T. & T. began filing tariffs 
under Communications Act, National 


Broadcasting Company enjoyed bet 
ter Broadcast- 
competitors, 
evidence indicated. Bell System was 
obligated furnish certain facili- 
ties to NBC which were not provided 
other broadcasters. Telephone com- 
pany reserves right to cancel Colum- 
bia contract on short notice but can- 
not break NBC contract; right to 
use program wires for picture trans- 
mission and other purposes given 
NBC but denied CBS; arbitration of 


terms than Columbia 


ing System and other 


to 





| prices in case of dispute assured 
NBC but withheld from CBS; and 
RCA given freedom to interconnect 


circuits and nonexclusive manufac- | 


turing privileges. Telephone com- 
pany sold Station WEAF in 1926 
under promise to keep out of broad- 


casting business for 10 years in re- | 


turn for exclusive right to use elec- 
trical manufacturers’ patents ap- 
plying to program transmission. 
Price for New York key station was 
$1,000,000, with $800,000 representing 
good will and due to be returned if 
telephone company re-entered 
broadcasting field before 1936. By 
various agreements, telephone com- 
pany got exclusive 
equipment for program transmission, 
thus preventing any competition. 
Service contract forced RC.A. to 
cancel leases with Western Union 
and Postal, substituting Bell facili- 
ties. Subsequent agreements par- 
tially thwarted consent decree ob- 
tained by government in radio 


right to make | 


| right to do business for hire. 


| 
| 


| 


| For 








Bell and other facilities but 
privilege granted CBS. 
Back to 1923 
Discussing Bell System original 
aim to control broadcasting, Commish 
brought to light refusal to furnish 
wire services in early 20’s for com- 
mercial radio use and revealed 1923 
scheme by which telephone company 
would erect numerous stations for 
community groups and would retain! 
Confi- 
dential memorandum referred to in- 
tention to ‘monopolize broadcasting.’ 
long period, report showed, 
service was rendered only Bell-| 
owned stations and stations using | 
Western Electric apparatus. 
Licensing policies were discussed 
at length, report showing telephone 
company forced stations to obtain| 
franchises before providing land | 
lines but restrictions were with-| 
drawn after patent rights were ex-| 
changed between RCA and A, T. & 
T. Licenses brought from $75,000 to 
$100,000 annually. Network develop- 


no such 


+— 





Gruesome Suggestion 


Greenville, S. C., Dec. 15. 
Beverly Whitmire, manager 
WFBC, Greenville, S. C., this 
week queried NBC if the latter 
was interested in exclusive 
broadcasting rights to the elec- 


trocution of 


two white men 
scheduled to die in the electric 
chair Dec. 11. Hitting a new 


high in ghastly biz idea was to 


air goings-on from death room 
of South Carolina State pen. 


NBC declined with a.shudder. 











ment was retarded by telephone pol- 
icies, Bell 
inde- 
pendent stations while simultaneously 
building own network around WEAF. 
Restrictions were 
sale of WEAF. 

of to 
permit interconnection between Bell 


Commish revealed, with 


System refusing hook-up to 


eased only after 


Instances arbitrary refusal 


lines and wires of other companies, 
such as local telephone services and 
telegram companies, were brought 
out. Handicapped by this policy were 


WOL, Washington, and Southwest 
broadcasting chain, but other sta- 


tions have been permitted to make 
such hook-ups. 

Stations forced to obtain Bell Sys- 
tem licenses, 


although not using 
Western Electric apparatus, include 
WDRC, Hartford; WIBS, Elizabeth: 


WDBK, Akron; WLTH, Brooklyn; 
WDGY, Minneapolis; KSTP, St. Paul. 





NBC Stations Upped 


Two NBC stations last week got 
boosts in their daytime power from 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission. 

Under the grants WBEN, Buffalo, 
will go from 1,000 to 5,000 watts and 
KSO, Des Moines, from 1K to 2,500 
watts. 
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Network Chart 








NBC NEW PROGRAMS 
Benjamin Moore & Co. (paints): 
‘Betty Moore Triangle Club’ with 
| Betty Moore spiels on interior dec- 
|orating and Lew White organ music, 
| Thursdays, 11:30 to 11:45 a. m., start- 
ing Jan. 7, 1937; for 21 weeks. 
|Red (except WTIC, WTAG, WCSH, 
WBEN, KSD), WTAR, WIS, WJAX, 
WFLA, WIOD, WKY, WFAA, WOAIT, 
KTHS, WTMJ, KSTP, WEBC, 
WDAY, KFYR. 


Jel-Sert Co. (Maple-Mix Dessert): | 


‘Woman's Magazine of the Air,’ 
Thursdays, 3:15 to 3:30 p. m. PST, 
beginning Dec. 10; for eight weeks 


Mountain Red and Basic Pacific Red. 


NBC RENEWALS 

Monarch Food Precess Co. (Thrivo 
dog food): ‘Dog Heroes,’ beginning 
Jan. 12, 1937: for 13 weeks. WJZ, 
WBZ-A, WBAL, WMAL, WSYR, 
WHAM, WEBR, WABY. 

Standard Brands (Royal Gelatin 
and Aspic): ‘Royal Gelatin Hour’ | 
(Rudy Vallee), beginning Jan. 7, 


| 1937: for 52 weeks. Basic Red, WLW, 
SE, WSOC, WWNC, SC, WJDX, SW, 
KTHS, KTBS, NW, Red Mountain, 
Pacific Red, KTAR. 

Standard Brands (Tender Leaf Tea 
‘One Man’s 
Jan. 3, 1937; 


—Pacific Coast division): 
| Family’ beginning 


52 weeks. 


for 


CBS NEW PROGRAMS 
American Telephone & Telegraph: 
—Special Xmas eve broadcast with 
Edwin C. Hill and Leopold Stokow- 
ski, Thursday, 10 to 10:30 p. m. EST; 
Dec. 24 only. Station list not set, 
but will include every available out- 
let. 
CBS 
Stewart- Warner 
sets, refrigerators): 
and His Brigadiers,’ beginning Dec. 
28; for 52 weeks. Basic 21 (less 
Providence), Atlanta, Birmingham, 
Charlotte, Dallas, Houston, Jackson- 
ville, Little Rock, Memphis, Minne- 
apolis, Nashville, New Orleans, Ok- 


Renewals 


(Alemite, radio 
‘Horace Heidt 


Yankton, Denver, 
and Pacific Coast. 

Note: New programs or renewals 
|for more than 13 weeks are general- 
| ly cancellable in cycles of 13 weeks 
| on 30 days’ notice. 


Basic | 


Basic Pacific Red, KTAR. 


lahoma City, San Antonio, Wichita, | 
Salt Lake City, | 


CHICAGO HAS — 
LUNCH CLUB 


—— 


Chicago, Dec, 15. 

Radio men’s round table luncheon 
and gabfest being instituted in 
town, with the lads scheduled to get 
| together every Tuesday afternoon for 
some lunch and kibitzing. 

Will be held every Tuesday at the 
Sportsman's Club in the 360 building. 
Ray Linton, station repper, suddenly 





becomes a sponsor, and it’s under his 
drum-beating that the meeting- 
luncheons are being started Gen- 


eral consensus among men in agen- 


ces, stations, and accounts 

that there is a real place for such 
a get-together in the radio field. 
Boys generally have been getting 
into a rut, with little contact with 


the others in the busness, except for 
the few people they deal with every 
day. 


Has been talk in the past of getting 


around the tables once a week for 
some real exchanging of ideas and 
personalities, and now looks as if 


it’s really going through successfully. 


Dragonette to Head 
New Palmolive Show 


Benton & Bowles is reviving, in 
essence, its former Palmolive Beauty 
Box Theatre. But it will be under a 


|new program title. Jessica Dragon- 
|ette instead of Gladys Swarthout 
;} will be star. She is now, reading 


| lines for first time. 
Each week a different male singer 
will play opposite Miss Dragonette. 
First program Jan. 13. Jean Paul 
King will announce, with Tiny Ruff- 
|ner reversing by taking over King’s 
jassignment with Palmolive’s Gang 
Busters, 


Gambrill to California 
Hollywood, Dec, 15. 


H. W. Gambrill has been named 
| program director of the new 
McClatchy-Hearst California  net- 


work. 
He comes from San Antonio. 
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| E ucational Conference ays E ae , 
£9 | 
} ~ r . ye , 
rete neennnerane | | Stunts, Novelties, Tie-Ups 
| 
\ Washington, Dec. 15 ' many of the educational forces L. | 
| National conference on educa- while at least two of the govern- | KYW's Souvenir Clocks ductions vnile ine otner Nall, the 
tional broadcasting did a flopperos ment rep Ickes and Studebake1 | delphi: us int effects and abnormal 
" " ? . y Te! Tnoc \ € iplovesc 
here last week Instead of spank- displayed a feeling that the pri- | KYW is sending out cde clock = 5 Te , ta ai 
ing commercial radio the peda- vate groups are trying to deprive Government Execs at Edu- {souvenirs of the P} dely ’ ti 
jogs > ‘msel S SD; sd by ‘ederal ag ‘ies of cred 1 } . { oY anniv \ ’ } : 
vgogs were themselve , spanked | Feder l gt ncies of credit due j cational Conference ond ti eC ( ’ ers ‘.:% ; Looking Ahead Precaution < 
government spokesman, who ac- This feeling was reflected in the | | Da Witt Frosted across the cryst Charlott N ( 
. ¢ +} ce , +1 ’ > ariotte 
' cused the educational cohorts of fact that the sponsors of the gab- Federal Trade Commis- KYW : a ‘ — Buy c 1 D I t 
; | "W ! < lanage! ewey song é 
| being impractical and theoretical fest emphasized repeatedly tl | : . ; y on : ‘ 5 ’ 
See Py , A ale € || sion Separately But With-| Card attached to the clock ex-| WBT. has devised a scheme for the 
about broadcasting and making management was solely in_ the . plains that outlet f Phill tion that provides an extra pre- 
Ld bd . aills Lilia t Pua ‘ a> ial < Lily . ‘ “| . as < - ‘ , 
absurdly exaggerated demands hands of the private organiza- In Single Week Compli- concerned. became two vears old. caution against local. power failure 
for facilities and for the imposi- tions railied around the National ment Broadcasters Dec. 3 and includes catchline. ‘He | in the building W here the studios are 
tion of their own ideas on the or- Advisory Council on Radio in certainly gets around for his age. housed. rendering useless the turn- 
ganized radio industry. | Education and. American Council Saietee tables that carry transcriptions. 
Although most talks were plati- on Education. .The high-sounding ‘ Junior Nurse Cast on Tour | He has had a eens pees 
{ tudinous generalities, trio of name of ‘first national conference FLUSTERED ‘) : Pe Se ee ae eee ws 
nt mouthpi s. together on educational b 1 ting’ al spac te anytime immediate: use-in: Cask, Se 
| htuaaelanad . ) hoe sethe sducation: -oadcasting’ als ; : : , — ‘ 
; governmen an PISCeS, WOES . ‘ roadca ms ? —_—_—_— Swift & Co. threw a luncheon | mechanical devices can’t function for 
| with David Sarnoff, the sole in- stressed this feeling, since Federal | here last week when the players on | lack of power. 
dustry spokesman, made a. va- agencies have held a succession Washington, Dec. 15 + the Junior Nurse Corps program These are in. the file and whatever 
riety of concrete. recommenda- of similar vocal marathons during Radio industry found itself last} M@Ge @ Personal visit here and ap- | announc is on duty can grab his 
tions. and — suggestions. Sarnoff recent years and a Federally- week in the unusual situation peared ‘cuffo) at Uptown and Va- | out and go ahead with ‘something t 
took.the stand that the responsi- sponsored committee has been for Washington—of being compli- Seg vor > 7 sg eo Helena | kiil “_: nending angry n of 
. . — . . y : , as S . ay anc lillam msde were in- | powel!l lus: the station es assure 
2s of the two factions have studying the questions in detail nte ste; if lambacte ‘ - , . 
anche lers i ; “adi . more Stee 12 , tI mented instead of lambasted. Unac-| troduced to feminine civic leaders at | ance against a period of dead air, 
been misunderstood. and radio 1s —~ a a 1S. : customed as the broadcasters are to| the luncheon, including the. wife of | such as once resulted when the 
holding up its end of the bar- While the U. S. Office of Edu- cordial and favorable remarks on’'| the town’s-mayer, Mrs. Harold H.} power did fail. 
gain; Ickes and Studebaker cation and Federal Communica- their conduct, character and motives, | Burton. 
pointed to the Federal efforts to tions Commission were listed as the biz blushed prettily and didn't After luncheon guests were in- 
. rie reece werk a +? me aie ea ole " 
clear the path for private edu- cooperating in the conference, the know what to say. vited to Ms ine te a5) a to wit- Covering a Striker’s Riot 
: ~ SIV : 5 : . ness a yroadeas »y the visitors. Houstor 
cational groups; and Anning. S actual promoters did not include ‘ , ? boat A . — hag sae oe : ; : : ) 
Prall definitely opposed the id a | either the government or the in- || Atta boy . stuff came from. two di- | Bess ‘Lady Esther) Johnson, who Boys at KTRH pulled a good one 
Spee stent, herp aero & € im- || rections—at the educational broad-.| directs the shows, made the trip | here when they rushed a crew to the 
of setting a fixed part of the spec- dustry. National Association of |! casters conference, when govern-| {from Chicago for the Cleveland | waterfront and staged a hot news 
trum aside for educational pro- Broadcasters, for strategic rea- ment officials expressed satisfaction, | P@™Y- broadcast of a strike riot, with par- 
— r « - © « « | x os . a - ae . 4 
grams. sons, took no part as a group, and and from the Federal Trade Com- ticipants and cops airing their still 
Jealousies the principal chains likewise mission, which declared majority of Experiments With Stage Delivery breathless versions of the trouble. 
_ Conference, staged by 18 na- maintained a hands-off attitude, || stations are behaving beautifully and New York City. When Houston ‘ hronicle, which 
tional groups and financed by although individuals connected || are trying to keep the fibbers and-| Edwin Wolf, one of NBC’s pro- | 0W"S5 the radio station, flashed word 
funds from. private sources, with the commercial forces both |} other unwelcome advertisers off the | ducers, tried a ‘new technique’ for os rs fi to a bet. 
“pe apes Rg we oe > ' o time to assemble a te sal cre 
showed deep jealousy between attended and ‘participated. Source air. | dramatic radio playlets last week | _ ; ne _ or ‘. par ow: tal 
factions and a desire to steal of funds was kept a mystery, al- . : : | over WJZ, New York. In offering | #924 equipment, so an ordinary tele- 
. ae . rhs. ' oe ; ive sittagke | Compliments for cooperation of | what is generally known as stage | Phone mouthpiece was substituted 
credit for whateve1 has been done though | trade circles understood | commercial broadcasters in trying to| technique, Wolf combined it in a for a mike. 
or may be accomplished. Entry | Carnegie and Rockefeller money build up educational value of radio| skit in which the early portion of Studio officials made arrange- 
of government influences into the | was used to pay bills for three- || were dished by Secretary of the In- | the sketch followed the accepted | ments with the telephone company 
radio picture was resented by ! day meetings. | terior Ickes and Commissioner of | T@dio sketch methods. | while Chi f Studio Engineer King 
| Eduéation Studebeker in speeches at One portion of -playlet had cast Robinson and Announcer Ted Nabors 
‘ . SP : using subdued and normal tones not | sirened through five miles of heavy 
(Continued on page 44) | unlike those employed in legit pro- ' traffic to reach the riot scene. 
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Columbia Fiscal Position 


eee 





Income for 


Net 


en 


1936 Estimated Over) 


$3,750,000 — Extra Dividend 


+ 


CBS board of directors last week 
declared a regular dividend of 50c 
per share plus a special $1.30 cash 
dividend as the payment for the last 
quarter of 1936. Dividends for the 
past year totaled $3.30. Final °36 
dividend is payable Dec. 21 to stock- 
holders of record Dec. 15. Pay- 
off each of the preceding quarters 
was 50c per share. 

It is estimated that the company’s 
net income for 1936 wiil be con- 
siderably over the $3,750,000 mark, 
fhile the stock divvy itself is but 
70e better than it had been in 1935. 
Earnings per share in 1935 were $2.60 
on a net income of $2,810,000. In 
"34 it was $2.67 on $2,274,120, with 
the shareholders in the latter year 
also getting a stock dividend of 50%. 
It was in February, 1934, that the 
Columbia stock was split five-for- 
one. 

Net income and earnings per share 
in the previous years were: 


YEAR. NETINC. PER SHARE 
1933 ...ceeee $923,794 $8.22 
1932 ........1,623,452 14.44 
1931 ...eeee.2,046,766 20.89 
1930 ....e00. 918,352 7.26 


NBC is figured to show a net in- 
come of close to $3,400,000 for 1936, 
or about $1,000,000 more than ob- 
tained for the previous year. 

Network’s earnings will not be 
made public, as has been the prac- 
tice of previous years, since the stock 
is held exclusively by RCA. 








Add: Radio 





Greenville, S. C., Dec. 15. 

One of WFBC’s favorite pro- 

grams bears the title ‘The Aris- 
tocratic Pigs.’ 

Prentiss Davis, Leo Schippero 
and Bernard Janssen, now in 
‘Red, Hot and Blue’ on Broad- 
way, are graduates of the pro- 
gram. Prentiss Davis is 4a 
Greenville boy, while the oth- 
ers come from Rotterdam, Hol- 
land, 














CHRISTMAS SHUTDOWN 


FOR RADIO STATION 


WHOM, Jersey City, shutters com- 
pletely on Christmas Day so all em- 
ployes can celebrate at home. Com- 
mercials will be automatically can- 
celled for that day. Paul F. Harron, 
station prez, announced the gesture 
Tuesday (15). 











FRED RIPLEY MADE V. P. 


P-omotion Part of Ceremonies at | 
WSYR, Syracuse 








Syracuse, Dec. 15. | 


Dedicating its news transmitter | 
and celebrating an increase in power | 
from 250 watts to 1,000 watts, station | 
WSYR broadcast more than three | 
hours of entertainment from its stu- | 
dios and from a dinner at the Hotel 
Syracuse Saturday (12), Over 375 
diners. 

Network artists who participated | 
in the program included East and | 
Dumke, Donald Novis, Sandra | 
Brown, Bill Slater, all from NBC, 
New York: the Tune Tossers, Buf- | 
falo; Charles Lewis, dean of Syra- | 
cuse announcers, loaned for the oc- 
casion by WBEN, Buffalo; Inez | 
Quinn, singer, and Irene Gedney, 
pianist, from WHAM, Rochester, and | 





a large group of Syracuse entertain- | 
ers. Norman Crane, formerly of 
Cleveland, acted as M. C. 

Announcement wa’. made by Harry 
C. Wilder, president of WSYR, of 
the election of Fred Ripley, who has 
acted as program director of the sta- 
tion sinc 1933, as a vice-president 
of the company. Other V. P. is Mark 
S. Wilder. 





Staff numbers 25. | 


Ken Robinson Joins NBC 
Chicago, Dec. 15. 


Miss Smith Quits Mutual 








nag Dimes: 


a 


i 





‘Virginia Smith, for the past six 
months head of the Mutual web’s 
local contract department, and pre- 
viously western traffic supervisor for 
the chain, has handed in her resigna- 
tion. 

Effective on Jan. 1. 


Chicago, Dec. 15. 


Ken Robinson becomes assistant 
continuity editor of the NBC office 
here next week. 

Robinson, who has been with the 
Chicago American, 
rag, has been writing the ‘Dan Hard- 





ing’s Wife’ script. 








evening Hearst | 


ee 
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first national conference on educa- 
tional broadcasting. Although two 
government executives did not hand 
out unqualified praise, the tone of 
their speeches indicated Federal 
people are satisfied the commercial 
industry is making a sincere attempt 


| to play ball and showed they do not 


favor movement to bludgeon the 
broadcasters into giving more time 
or releasing present facilities to 
pedagogs. At the same time, how- 


| ever, Ickes and his subordinate ex- 


pressed hope that further progress 


will be recorded through joint ef- 
| forts of teachers and commercial 
operators. 


As evidence of the cooperative in- 
dustry spirit, Studebaker pointed 
out NBC and.CBS are donating time 
for five periods weekly for educa- 
tional features under government 
supervision. Studebaker remarked 
the value of these spots, which could 
be sold to commercial sponsors, is 
‘several hundred thousand dollars.’ 

Educators must realize limitations 
on educational use of radio facili- 
ties, Studebaker said. Specifically 
he pointed out dull orators who may 
be good teachers in classrooms must 
be replaced by engaging talkers so 
the movement.can arouse real in- 
terest and enthusiasm among listen- 
ers. Problem, he explained, is to 
‘stand the test of uncoerced selec- 
tion,’ which _requires not only at- 
tractive fare, but stimulating method 
of presentation. 

Giving specific instances of the 
trial and error method, Studebaker 
said the government’s initial ven- 
tures under the relief program have 
been highly pleasing. As evidence 
of success, he said nearly 100,000 


| pieces of unsolicited fan mail have 


been received, which he interpreted 
to mean that ‘educational programs 


| can successfully compete for the at- 


tention and interest of radio listen- 
ers. Likewise, it shows that listen- 
ers want stimulating and well-pre- 
sented radio fare, he opined. 
Increasing willingness of broad- 


casters to play patty-cake with Fed- 


eral mop-wielders was evidenced 
Monday (14), when Federal Trade 
Commission, in its annual report, 


| . ° . ° 
| praised industry for its cooperation 


| in cleanup of program continuities. 
| Nearly 600 transmitters were 
| lauded for their ‘helpful 
| tion’ in supplying 
| agency with copies of commercial 
continuities during the year, and 
| only 6% of all broadcasts inspected 
| by Commish agents were found to 
| contain false and misleading data. 
Special board set up by the F.T.C. 

| received copies of 299,334 continu- 
| ities from individual radio stations 
|} and 38,109 from webs and chains. 


coopera- 
Government 


"| Of these, 19,572 received Commish 





er 








Cash registers produce sweet profit music for advertisers who 
use the facilities of WTAM. Here is the only high power, clear 
channel station serving the tremendous Cleveland Chamber 
of Commerce Retail Trade Area. We can put your sales cam- 
-« paign in tune with the purchasing power of this wealthy area. 
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warning to quit making exaggerated 
claims for the product advertised. 
Questionable broadcasts boiled down 
to 1,314 prospective cases, with 
manufacturers slated for the dog- 
house until Commish can further re- 
view their ad copy. 

Report expressed satisfaction with 
methods used in surveying commer- 
cial programs, through issuing quar- 
terly calls to individual transmitters 
according to their power and loca- 
tion in the five zones established by 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission. National and regional webs, 
report explained, have been re- 
sponding on a continuous weekly 
basis and turning in copies of all 
continuities involved in hookups of 
two or more affiliated or member 
stations. Disc manufacturers also co- 
operate with F.T.C. by checking in 
with all recordings prepared by 
them for broadcasters, report noted. 


For the Record 


r Memphis, Dec. 15. 

WHBQ’s claim that Memphis de- 
partment stores are using substan- 
tial radio time for the first time with 
inauguration of new program is 
challenged by Mallory Chamberlain, 
commercial manager of WMC and 
WNBR. 

Chamberlain cites Lowenstein’s 26 
quarter-hour shows in 1935 and 1936, 
plus spot announcements, on WNBR; 
Goldsmith’s 150-time contract on 
WNBR, and Bry’s Saturday hour- 
long programs, on WMC for last 
three years. 








Martin Block te Krueger 

Krueger Brewing Company has 
borrowed Martin Block from 
WNEW, New York, to emcee the 
‘Musical Toast’ program over NBC 
red on Monday. Block is scheduled 
to employ the same technique ex- 
cept for ad-libbing that has marked 
his ‘Make-Believe Ballroom’ pro- 
grams via WNEW for the last two 
years. 

Krueger program otherwise stays 


as is, with Ray Block orchestra, 


| Jerry Cooper and other singers. 
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Regional on ‘Unfair’ List 





Musicians Crack Down When ABC Tries to 


Duck Chicago Jurisdiction 





Fashion Note 





Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Cincinnati would never know 
Don Becker, former WLW pro- 
gram producer. He's getting 
that Hollywood style complex 
already, 
Last week seen on the Boule- 








vard under a beret, Very cute, 





GLAMOUR VS. TRUTH 


Chickenpox Sounds Pretty Mysteri- 
ous at WAVE 








Louisville, Dec. 15. 

George Patterson, program direc- 
tor of WAVE, who conducts the daily 
‘Man on the Street’ broadcasts, had 
listeners here worried over the con- 
dition of Burton Blackwell, his as- 
sistant, who has been absent from 
the program for several days. Pat- 
terson informed listeners that his 
partner was suffering from a strange 
tropical malady, contracted while on 
a voyage in the South Sea Islands, 
and gave day-to-day bulletins as to 
the condition of the patient. 

A check of the story revealed that 
Blackwell is confined with a mild 
case of chickenpox, thought to have 
been contracted from a child who 
appeared on one of the station’s am- 
ateur programs. 


Methuselahs-To-Be? 


New Orleans, Dec. 15. 
Joe and Amal Koory, brothers 
from Omaha, 
not to shave 
until they'd 
radio network. From the way 
looks they'll be walking on ’em be- 
fore they land a spot. 


several 


Pete Herman’s 





took a pledge here} 
months ago} 
sung over a national | 
it | 





Chicago, Dec. 15. 

Affiliated Broadcasting regional 
network has been placed on the na- 
tional unfair list by the American 
Federation of Musicians and the 
midwest unions have withdrawn 
their men from the nétwork studios, 
leaving the regional without 
cians. 

AFM reached this decision follow- 
ing its burn-up over what they claim 
to be Affiliated’s attempt to pull a 
fast one on the Musicians Union by 
switching the origination studio for 
musical programs from Chicago to 
Hammond, Ind. 


$140 to $35 Weekly 


This latest jam-up on the stormy 
road of ABC was based on a matter 
of scale which the network wanted 
to pay for musicians. Under the Chi- 
cago regulations the network had 12 
men on a five hours out of eight 
basis for a six-day week at $140 a 
man. When ABC switched its musi- 
cal origination point to Hammond 
they got their men there at $35 a 
week for seven hours out of nine, 
and the Chicago union also states 
that ABC also enticed several of the 
Chi musicians to take out transfer 
ecards, 

Through the complaint of James C. 
Petrillo, chief of thesChicago union, 
the American Federation stepped 
into the picture and rendered a de- 
cision that the Affiliated was being 
unfair to the labor unions by making 
them compete against each other, 
and ruled that ABC was unfair. Af- 
filiated now arranging its schedules 
to operate without musicians in Chi- 
cago, 


MuUSlL- 


La Cruz Zig-Zags to N. Y. 


En route to New York, Charles La 
Cruz, itinerant representative of 


Radio Belgrano (LR3), Buenos Aires, 
They did land an engagement at} stopped off in Havana, Cuba, this 


‘Club Plantation.’| week to sign up a couple of Cuban 

















|} as the Arabian Troubadors. 


Thursday (10), where they’re billed | artists for Jaime Yankelevitch, sta- 
tion’s owner. 








Hal Scher to Oklahoma 


|}and dancer, 
Hal Scher leaves New York this | 


Imperio Argentina, femme singer 
and the Matamorous 


| Trio were contracted for before he 


week to join WKY, Oklahoma City, | left for Mexico City via Miami, by 


Has been with Station CB68, Val-| 


pariso, Chile for several years. 
Brother is George Scher with Len- 
nen & Mitchell, 


| 
plane. 


He leaves Mexico City Dec. 


28 for New York, where he will 


| headquarter at the offices of Fally 


Markus on arriving Jan, 2, 
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If you have a sales message for the mil- 
lions of people in the great Chicago market 
—you can tell it to them and BE SURE 
that they will hear it if you use WENR or 
WMAQ, outstanding middle-west stations. 


cs Gah 


* 


ps Os aaa ae” SNE GO TER FO | 


ei 8 


& 
¥ 


% ‘ , 
“a 
4 
: 
8 


WENR 


50,000 WATTS 


NBC Blue Network 


WMAQ 


50,000 WATTS 


NBC Red Network 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
Completely programmed by NBC 


lee i 








RP MDE SG «+ ee a FAM ag * 























A LL TT TT 
—___ A TS TL 


‘a a I 


—— 
SS 


e 


De 


Wednesday, December 16, 





1936 





RADIO 


43 





MARYLAND REGIONAL | 
HAS WCBM, WJEJ, WTBO 


Baltimore, Dec. 15. 

A Maryland network of three in-| 
die local stations has been formed | 
by WCBM, Balto; WJEJ, Hagerstown, | 
and WTBO, Cumberland. It’s first | 
air allegiance ever formed by any | 
of the stations in Maryland. 
. No starting date yet set, nor rates | 
figured out, but when state web does 
jump at the gun sales will be han- 
dled by John Elmer, prez of WCBM | 
here; other officers of three-way 
hookup are Roger Clipp and H. B. 
McNaughton from WTBO, and Wal- 
ter Baker and Grover Crilley from 


WJEJ. 

When thought of forming such a 
network originated a bid was made 
to WFMD, Frederick 500-watter 
that has been functioning since last 
Jan. 1. Located near the Hagers- 
town broadcaster, the Frederick 


bunch had been carrying on a large- 
size tiff with feelings ‘tween two sta- 
tions mutual. Finally, however, | 
breach was believed healed when | 
WFMD and WJEJ lads shook hands | 
and sat in on conferences. Then at 
last minute WFMD dropped out. 


Radio Singer Dies 


New Orleans, Dec. 15. 

A youth who was in Charity Hos- 
pital here unidentified and 
scious for 104 hours died 
short time after Assistant Chief of 
Police G. A. Traham of Lafayette, 
La., telephoned iocal authorities that 
a local girl had identified a picture 
of the boy as the one with whom 
she nad her photograph snapped at 
the Golden Meadows carnival some- 
time ago. She said he was James 
Watson, young radio singer of Okla- 
homa City. Understood he had vain- 
ly sought to obtain an audition on 
New Orleans stations. 

Watson was taken to the hospital 
after being picked up a mile from 
Kenner, La., near here, on the | 
ground between the highway and 
the railroad tracks. He was believed 
to have fallen off a freight. 


uncon- | 
Dec. 10, a 





WRGA, Rome (Ga.), alloting all | 
staff members a week's salary as | 


Xmas bonus. 





{ 
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KXBY AS NIGHT-TIME 


F.C.C.’°S WASHINGTON DOCKET | MUTUAL LINK IN K.c. 


| 





DECISIONS 


Washington, Dec. 15. 

Colorado: Curtis P. Ritchie, Trinidad, 

station to be operated on 1310 ke 
(denied as in cases of default). 


Idaho: KIDO, Boise, granted renewal of license for 


denied 
with 100 


new 
watts 


period ending May 1, 1937. 
Kentucky: WHAS, Courier Journal Co. & Louisville 
Times Co., Louisville, granted voluntary assignment of 


license to the 
New York: 

granted volunta! a ti 

from A. E. Newton to James Broadcasting Co., Inc. 
North Carclina: William Wynne, Wilson, 

denied (as in cases of default) new station to be oper- 

ated on 1310 ke with 100 watts daytimes. 


WBAX, John H. Stenger, J1 


Louisville Times Co. (820 ke w 
WJTN, A. E 


esnment of 


ith 50 kw). 
Newton, Jamestow 


construction per! 


Avera 


Pennsylvania: W ilkes- 


Barre, granted renewal of license for period ending 
June 1, 1937. 
Caltfornia: Radio & Television Research Co., Los 


Angeles, new special broadcast station on an experi- 
mental basis to be operated on 1570 ke with 1 kw. 
District of Columbia: Washington Post, Washington, 
new station to be operated on 1310 ke with 100 watts 
nights, 250 watts days 
Florida: Metropolis Co., Jacksonville, new sti 
to be operated on 1290 kc with 250 watts. 
Iowa: Waterloo Times-Tribune Publishing 


t110n 


C0. 


| Waterloo, new station to be operated on 1370 ke with 


100 watts, days only. 


Massachusetts: Connecticut Valley Broadcasting Co., 
Springfield, change assignment for operation on 1140 
ke with 500 watts, limited time with KVOO, Tulsa, 
Okla., and WAPI, Birmingham, Ala., to 250 watts 


nights, 500 watts days, same frequency (hearing before 
Broadcast Division). 

Michigan: WKZO, Kalamazoo, special experimental 
authority to operate with 250 watts nights, 1 kw days 
from date of approval to March 1, 1937. 

Minnesota: WMIN, Edward Hoffman, St. Paul, 
change from 1370 ke to regional channel 1360 kc, boost 
power from 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, to 250 
watts all times: Northwest Publications, Inc., Duluth, 
new station to be operated on 920 ke with 250 watts, 
days only. 

Missouri: KWK, Thomas Patrick, 


Inc., St. Louis, 


| boost night power from 1 to 5 kw. 


Nebraska: Service Life Insurance Co., Omaha, new 
station to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts. 

New York: Paul J. Gollhofer, Brooklyn, new sta- 
tion to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts, specified 
hours (hours of WMBQ, Brooklyn); Hearst Radio, 


| 
Inc., Albany, new station to be operated on 1240 kc' 
with 1 kw. 

Texas: _ Wichita Broadcasting Co., Wichita Falls, 
new station,to be operated on 620 ke with 250 watts 
nights, 1 kw days; West Texas Broadcasting Co., 
Wichita Falls, new station to be operated on 1380 ke 
with 1 kw. 





NEW PETITIONS 


KROW, Oakland, increase power from 1 


and n ve transmitter: 


California: 
to 5 kw nstall new transmitter 
Salinas Newspapers, Inc.. Sal 


tion on 1390 ke with 250 
San 


inas, permit tor new sta- 
watts days; Radiotel Corp., 
Diego, permit for new station on 920 ke with 509 
watts. 

Colorado: KVOD, Denver, change frequency from 
920 to 630 kc, increase 


power from 500 watts to 1 kw, 
change hours from sharing with KFEL to unlimited 
and install directional antenna. 


Florida: Tribune Co., Tampa, permit for new statio1 
on 940 ke with 5 kw days and 1 kw nighis. 

Idaho: KIDO, Boise, increase from 1 kw 
night-242 kw days to 5 kw 

Kansas: WREN, Lawrence, transfer control (6.000 | 
shares of stock in WREN Broadcasting Co.), from R. R. 
Jackman, Jean Jackman Cartier, R. C. Jackman. F. C. 
Jackman, O. E. Jackman, Katherine Jac] 
and Vernon H. Smith to Kan: 

Montana: KGHL 
night-5 kw 


power 


‘man Smith 
as City Star Co 

Billings, increase power from 1 kw 
5 kw; Roberts-MacNab Hotel Co.., 
Bozeman, permit for new station on 1420 ke with 100 
watts night-250 watts dav. 

New York: WSAY, Rochester, increase power from 
100 watts to 100 watts night and 250 watts day. and 
change hours from daytime to unlimited: WMBO, Au- 
burn, transfer control of corporation from Roy L. 
Albertson to Auburn Publishing Co. (180 shares com- 
mon stock in WMBO, Inc.). 

Oklahoma: KADA, Ada, increase hours from daytime 
to unlimited using 100 watts. 

Pennsylvania: KQV, Pittsburgh, change power from 


day to 


500 watts to 1 kw, increase hours from day and speci- | 


fied night to unlimited, with directional antenna. 

Texas: Faith Broadcasting Co., Wichita Falls, new 
station on 1380 kc with 1 kw; El Paso Broadcasting Co.., 
El Paso, new station on 940 ke with 1 kw; KFPL, Dub- 
lin, voluntary assignment of license from C. C. Baxter 
to WFTX, Inc.; KFPL, Wichita Falls, change frequency 
from 1310 to 1500 ke, install new transmitter 
transmitter; Wichita Falls Broadcasting Co.. Wichita 
Falls, permit for new station on 620 ke with 250 watts 
night-1 kw day; Frank N. Adcock, Plainview, Tex., 
new station on 1500 ke with 100 watts. 

Virginia: Staunton Broadcasting Co., Staunton, new 
station on 1500 kc with 250 watts days. 


, and move | 


Chicago, Dec. 15. 
That Mutual will have two outlets 
in Kansas City becomes a growing 
possibility with the Mutual web 
shows hitting over WHB in the day- 


time and KXBY during the evening 
hours. 

| Mutual has always been inter- 
lested in the Arthur Church sta- 


tion but disliked the ‘high fidelity’ 


classification of the call-letters 
WO9OXBY. But with the Communica- 
tion Commission okaying the new 
tation setup and the straight stand- 
ard form of call letters Mutual is 
renewing negotiations to use that 
station for the night programs, ¢ince 
t looks as if WHB will not be able 


to hit the air during the evening. 
Three other stations are tied up with 
other networks: WDAF with the 
NBC red, WREN with NBC blue and 
Arthur Church’s KMBC with Colum- 
bia. 





Wined and Dined 


Tokyo, Dec. 3. 

Monroe Hellinger, formerly with 
radio station WHN, N. Y., and 
brother of Mark Hellinger, was here 
last week. 

Hellinger was wined and dined by 
the local officials and took a look at 
the Central station of the Japan 
Broadcasting Co. before leaving. 


KFYR’s Sales Rep 


KFYR, Bismarck ‘(N. Dak.), has 
appointed Furgason & Aston rep, 


effective Jan. 1. 
seller heretofore. 
Outlet is owned by P. J. Meyer, 
land operates on 5,000 waits cays, 
1,000 nights as a basic station on the 
NBC Northwest loop. F. & A. con- 
| tract calls for representation in Kan- 
sas City, Detroit, Chicago and New 
| York, 
| 


Station listed no 





Billy Morell, previously a mem- 
| ber of the Sloane and Morell combo, 
|now production and publicity chief 
at WJBK, Dctrc it. 
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ROBERT A. STREET, Commercial Manager 
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KFWB, Hollywood, Stepping Out | 4 =e ‘Oh Yeah, Says Portland, Oregon, 
To Challenge Biggies; Discs Come Of wtestuotfeunt sat a | Apropos That Lost Horizon Slur 


covered that a small outfit had 


him listed as exclusive sales- || ie —% 
|} man. 


_ ~ 15 Rep never heard of the sta- | ifi Portland, Ore., Dec. 15 
“Hollywood wee er | Maneees Out at WBNO tion, has no contract with it, ‘Paci ic Coast Notes 2 ar 


Intensive campaign for a local in- Hot retorts against that the Pacitic 











a, F 























and had to get map to see ag ; a cate 
i ¥j ader : east is the lost horizon of radio 

peeetnnne aeeen ae ~_— After Police Jam irks Where 2. Wap soennDe. me pew Ben Paley, cousin of the Columbia | come from station execs in this burg. 
ship of network affiliates is going . rete _ listed, he'll probably prez, joined the networks produc-| «come of those eastern stations that 
forward at KFWB. Steam-up for New Orleans Baptists a tion staff in Hollywood. think they’re the big cheese in radio 





local transmitter is result of recent , Sse, cooley ae are still spelling showmanship with 


survey by Martin Gosch, dispatched tay Ceteace Ties, 15 Irvin Cebb’s Oldsmobile show a lower case ‘s,’’ declared Carey Jen. 
to the Coast by Herman Starr, War- . Rie now open to audiences in Holly- nings, manager of KGW-KEX. ‘They 
Ap ea ee od Ears Edward Musso took over the wood National Broadcasting studio. 


ner exec and overlord of radio talk about remote control when they 
rer exec 2 feriore ¢ . e r nl . = ; 

anagement of WBNO here Thurs- ‘ ws é <i - 
Having recently unveiled its 5.,- gga mean a night club in the next bloc 


900-watt radiator,-station is upping | 4ay (10) following the resignation Ed Williams (Broadway  Bill)| KGW recently had a mike on a 250- 
- t é st S upping : cate | east ae mi ‘ental ik a 
its payroll around $3,000 weckly to] of J. E Richards as general mana- starts his racing period on KFAC] mile remote wire to give ringside 
— snags - : (Los Angeles) before the bangtails 


~_We Z z rt die I a a , < ; reports of the huze forest fire which 
ac “oy Its eo of top ranking indie ger. Richards was arrested recently line up at Santa Anita. 
on the west slope. 











d t dcast destroyed Bandon.’ 

. atte te 0 broadcast re- — we aia : : 

Erection of five broadcasting spots otters he attempted te " — : N Jecisi had bee ade | (Seacoast town of Bandon was 
is now well along with the layout to sults of races at the Fair Grounds nO ClCinGn ae Gsen mace ©7 Harrison Hoettiway, KFI-KECA wiped out in a fire covering 50 


; : ao th i 3 93rd Motor up to late yesterda . . ae 4 

include the first combination studio- | eval and this is said to have irked | vi er . 2 “é zs n im - , ma (Los Angeles) manager, put on a 
warts i : ~y RE eR IE Place Bap- | (Tuesday) on what programs they | midnight program so that New Zea- 

theatre auditorium in the cowntry.| officials of the Coliseum Place Bap eesti ished tn tenia Week Wan’ : 

Scientifically constructed organ loft} tist church, holders of the station's oa aw oes : | landers stranded in L.A. by the ship 


square miles of timber.) 
KGW sent an orchestra up to the 


ad aati , i ? : : 11,000-foot summit of Mt. Hood to 
and seats for 600 are included. Struc- license. — Kane wn alae scgh neg br | strike could talk to the folks back publicize winter sports there, said 
. . ° 12 BC rs @ >: Sc > 
ture can be used for broadcasting.| A law was passed during the} I home. ~ 


. S j 3 : e d to hack feot- 
ve this month. It is understood that ee Jennings. “They ha 
rehearsals or auditions on film. regime of the late Senator Long, | of ah a 2 holds out of the ice and haul up 


~ : . . , ; : ; |N. W. Ayer, present agency on the . : 
Studio bend under direction of | making the broadcasting of racing AR RE gs 0 pr aeell egetnadines Walt MecKimney, tenor, has gone to} their instruments over the glacial 
Leon Leonardi has been increased | resutts a major offense, punishable , = | ROR 


Portland, Ore., after several rT apres , 
, 99 1 . : Phage? for submission and had up to Mon- te < ss | precipices. But the program wasn't 
from 14 to 22 men working On &| by jail sentemce and fine of from ion ditiened five of them years on the KHQ staff. KHQ an- a second late.’ 
‘or ee day au one ive \ a i ow" ate. 
weekly basis of 30 hours as against | $1,000 to $3,000. we . nouncers who are now on the staff 


Among the other asencies making 
a bid for Ford’s network business is 


Charles Couche of KOIN also fell 
to champion the West Coast stations 


the former schedule of 18 hours. | 


tichards’ case is expected to come 
ert Fiske, studio pianist (Nip and 


of KGW, Portland, include Bill 








, up at an early date. | ee, _Bricke wafeaas co. Ross, Bob Tomlinson and Chet Hart- | ‘aavhe- they never heard ef KOIN 

Tuck) has been elevated to assistant} (4 typographical error in last McCann Erickson. Don Shaw, McC ley | Maybe tne : i satura 

: : ‘ ; itty E v. p., hurried to Detroit Ilasi | back east,’ quoth Ceuehe with irony. 

conductor, with another to be named |week’s Vanrery gave wrong call let- ama ge > ‘ eT techie Bc Shesten tay never heave of NAB 

s . cig > . a , ac | . ° a week Oo a roar nec ing? } ay : ‘ eve € > 
later. Music department now has! ters of station involved in above | po omar eitet “Nair Victor Ratner, CBS sales promo- Prinigs SH them,’ he sai 

two arrangers and two copyists. : alae das ecaanenie’ Rosemarie Brancato, Helen Claire ’ | You write and tell them,’ he said to 

gers ' |} case. WBNO is correct. and Joseph Bonine, conductor. Same | ™eton topper, laying out Hollywood | yarrery’s local mugg, ‘that the presi- 

Bu: Ray Moves Up Ly eer ai pes ee | ‘threesome is now on the National and Frisco campaign to acquaint | dent's name is C. W. Myers, whe is 

ches se ere gn ay ee Rickey Bras at KOL | Biseuit show over the NBC-blue. | dialers with ne’ network outlets. | also president of KOIN out here in 

goes a change with Beverly Latham, | y = -_ sii rae ; ~ the Portland jungle.’ 

brought here from Chicago as pro- | . Seattle, Dec. 15. Gene Mandsaker now at KEHE Couche mihi have 06606 the point 

gram director, relinquishing the post; Rickey Bras replaces Norman F. Here and There (Los Angeles) as news ed, moving! that Louis S. Bookwalter, technical 

to Bill Ray, with the transmitter for breton who died last month follow- ever from KFI-KECA. Ransieg at OM fee teak bate an- 

past 12 years in various capacities, | ing an operation, as commercial man- Soret een | ile ts Oho chelate abmadtice 

latterly as western rep of Trams-| ager of KOL, Seattle. Bill ElMtiett, WBT tenor, has retired oye ; wie 


Jack Deiph in Hollywood for sales of NAB. He is the only 
confabs with Don Thornburgh, CBS 
Coast head. 


american. Latham moves over to| Bras comes from KGY, Olympia. 
the Warner picture studio as a writer where he was manager for four | store at Charloite. 
with the Bryan Fey unit. | years. William Taft takes over KGY. 

Dramatic staff, with a starter of | Station W2XR, New York's 


; : . westerner 
from radio and opened a health food 


serving on that bedy. 
An Audience 





























high 5 : — 2m ‘Some of those guys back east still 
10 stock players, a coach and yee) oe oe oe ee coe fidelity station, will be known as' po ale rior erie: A (Los think a few hundred people is a 
: Segre e ae ae geles ss chief, doing a series . , 
a sameeren. a — vantage | he, with Don Becker, producer for WQXR. nennonen “ okey ee Lee va take on KECA crowd when it comes to playing to 
+ coe eran = _— p79 mate | Transamerican, will look after pro- | cewed from FCC this week. in an- is Rees : a visible audience,” said KGW’s 
a ety stating ras ng sins gram and material. All new shows | ee ee ae aoe eee Jules Alberni ducked back east Carey Jennings. “We hauled a mike 
i ne eee One mar to be built for Transamerican wiil | =¥!teh. Per . acs S25" and a cast of actors for 15 miles to 
auditions and will devote one day a get their air baptism over KFWB after ‘setting Benay Venuta for four aean” tae dak nak & ene af 
ge 4 a 4 — wiper ed John L. Clack. Transamerican Estelle Fields, winner on Jay C. | Sttest shots on toseendiiias air shews. 92.000 people gather for the broad- 
ond ny a ne » esti ee aw Ks = | prexy, is due here today (Tues.) for | Flippen 3 amateur hour on WHN, ; a cast. 
ows ws ews Stour arnert | .onversations with Herman Starr on | New York, is now singing with Lou Gail Greenstreet made press aid ee a ee ee ee eee 
players as weekly features. Three | : hies” Wh tx ene a+ | Katzman’s orchestra on WINS. New'to Eddie Fortman at J. Walter {G also broadca: na n. 
mew. announcers have also been| Delicy matters. It is expected that Ae Sica ae yr Ta, aver ally famous Pendleton Roundup, 232 . 
. : the status of Dick Powell will be | York. Thompson Holly wood office. iles away from the station, for 
added to augment the present staff |. eT | miles awa) rom e station, 
rith Chiff H tH i harg inoned out as regards his future on : vere which we chartered a special Pull- 
wee ; ae Hollywood Hotel broadcast. Under- Bill Farren and Harold Metz are ; 


Ken Ormiston, KNX (Hollywood) 
technician, called north to straighten 
out the line at KSFO (Frisco) 


man car to take the cast to Pendleton 
for the program. Besides which, any 


Maizlish Takes Hold stood that Powell will be allowed! NeW amnouncers at NBC, N. Y. Far- 
Harry Maizlish, station manager,| another 13 weeks on the Campbell| ren was onc: chief announcer at 








and Chet Mittendorf, commercial | souper and then restricted to further | WNEW, N. Y., and was later with ain <a F Rhgitee: shames ge ik. a 
head, will dictate subsequent! radio work on Transamerican shows. | WNAC, Boston. 4 Meer dls 


; ; . Glenhall Taylor joined Columbia's »arently out in these parts they 
changes in operation. Goseh has KF WB's new rate card, out after | i | Hollywood production staff. He was ‘ _ nee - Prreighon agen ae tees 
moved his quarters from the studio} first of the year, will show up to a _ Eart Harper has notified WINS, |. time head man of the KH) pro- sis, <a Aggomage Ae: -2 7 = 
to the Warner lot in Burbank where | 331,% increase. New York, he’s cashing in his chips) 4. cers e bio Coast isn't on the map. 
Jan. 1. He has been with station si 
three years as sports specialist. 














a 


‘ Ray Frazer dishing out the blurbs Albert A, Cormier of WIP. Philly, 
toy ae er eee spteter at and logs at KMTR (Hollywood). XMAS vacationing in Bermuda. 
Be | WNEW, N. Y. 


WFBC, Greenville. S. C.. has two 


4 2a) | new sponsors for newscasts. Ideal : 
SELLING WHERE SELLING COUNTS — ii.2isi."airdns.." 


Dan Grosland gels a check from 
| Maytag. 


| 
' 








ee 























; Frank Crowther, 206-pound sales 
manager at WMAZ, Macon, Ga., 
plays the part of an elf in the sta- 
tion’s current Santa Claus program. 
Seems to be getting away with it. 

Georgia School of the Air will 
| wind up its auditions for middle 
| and south Georgia at WMAZ, Macon, 
|Ga., next week. The stunt origi- 
| nated at local station but after three 
| years went to WSB, Atlanta, thouch | 
| continuing under Louis T. Rogdon, | 
| director. He /always returns to! W. ®. LAPP, 
| WMAZ for corhoetitions, among mid- Manager 

| dle and South Georgia students. 

















L. J. DuMAHAUT, 
Commercial Manager 











Mrs. Elizabeth Bates, formerly in 
| copyright depariment of WIP. Philly. 
} 
| 


roe in + 


heads station's new continuity de- 





. 
~ | xart t. 
srimen . Two NewAppointments | | 
The incentive to buy starts in the home—center Nan Dorland is pew femme com- ’ | 
‘ ° a }meniator placed m Abetson’s | 
of human needs. Philadelphia, third largest mar- | Jewelry, prowram ovee WNEW. | On CKLW S Staff 
n . . | Y., niththy at 10:30 o'clock excep!- 
ket, has the apes number of single family ling Mondays. She's former stock “sill” Lapp, trained in Trust companies, steel 
homes In the United States. Local favorite, station | company actress. and machinery, sized up radio as soon to lead 





the parade... decided to get on the band wagon. 


KYW gets in and sells where selling counts most. Today is in charge of Detroit office of CKLW. 


Shelton Visonhaler hos == asked 





OS A AAA ERE 


| F.C. C. for authority to move trans- | a bye ae Medal in hot biscuit form, 
mitter of KGHI, Little Rock from | otter, en eran aravy: Business hobby— 
mney Dcesn « “ + Rock fron collecting currency for the company. Personal— 
| one downtown bids. to anothe: buttonholing friends 4 old esias '. .. bes @ 
collector. 
Freddie Bartholomew, juvenile film 
star, will recite Dr. Clement Clarke L. Jerome DuMahaut (Jerry to you), born in New Fe 
Moore’s Christmas poem, ‘A Visit York, soon saw the possibilities of the “4th” . 
10,000 WATTS from St. Nicholas,’ on Christmas Eve | market. Later saw radio’s future. Today is up- 
(26) from the warden of London Ter- | ping the sas:es curve at CKLW, and doing it ra- 
NSC Red Network : rieiee / markably we.i. 
race over NBC's Red network at 3 
PHILADELPHIA 4:50 P.M, EST. Ocvasion is a mem- | Jerry’s all set to tell you why CKLW is tha best q 
rial celebration in honor of the poet, value per doliar in America’s most r2sponsive 
Completely programmed by NBC who wrote the poem in one of the | market. Write or call CKLW, Union Guardian a 
19uses in the block, and is sponsored | Building, Detroit, Michigan. 








(Continued on page 52) 
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Murray, Caught in 


Regional Politics | Agencies—Sponsors 7 


On Good Will Tour, Ducks Fast 


St. John, N. B., Dec. 15. 

Gladstone Murray, Briton, newly 
installed as general manager of the 
Canadian government's radio sys- 
tem, walked into a sizzling political- 
religious controversy in this prov- 
ince. Murray was making a good 
will tour, but the incident is one of 
distinct ill will in this section. 

Thoroughly embarrassed by the 
six Baptist ministers and two mem- 
bers of the new English Speaking 
League who cornered him in the stu- 
dios of CKCW, Moncton, New 
Brunswick, the Briton sought to pass 
the buck pronto and wash his hands 
of the whole affair by saying 
he had no intention of investigating 
conditions that came about prior to 
his taking office. 

Right a Wrong Plea 


Demand made by the committee 
was that Murray lift the ban against 
the broadcasting of Rev. Henry 
Lanctin, Baptist preacher of Grande 
Ligne, New Brunswick, who 
talked over CKCW for some 
until a judge, a physician 
priest filed a complaint that Lanc- 
tin’s talks were ‘highly insulting to 
Catholics at times by thinly veiled 
insinuations.’ 

Ban on Lanctin for one year to be 
followed by a ‘probationary’ period 
thereafter has incited denomina- 
tional bitterness in this section. Part 
of population claims that the de- 
cision was capricious and unfair and 
that the charges were never proved. 
Political motivations are implied. 

Clergymen and their allies, who 
refused to let Murray escape an un- 
pleasant interview, want the gen- 


time 


+ 


that 


had 





Trade Angle 


As an example of the head- 
aches the booming network biz 
is occasioning agency spot time 


buyers who have to look for 
suitable niches, one such exec 
last week ‘advised’ a_ station 


being sought by both NBC and 
CBS to go NBC. 

Reason advanced for the ad- 
vice is that NBC allows its af- 
filiates more priority than CBS. 
Latter web has first whack at 
station time throughout the en- 
tire day, while NBC’s affiliates 
have priority before 9 a.m., 
from 12 noon to 2 p.m., 5 to 6 
p.m., 6:30 to 7 p.m., and from 10 
p.m. on. 














Lawyer Squawk Shuts 
| WCPO from Courtroom 


Dec, 15. 
| WCPO has special wire into court 


Cincinnati, 


and a| 


house at Brookville, Ind., for twice | 
| daily reports of murder trial of 
|Harry R. Miller, retired Cincinnati | 


| fire department captain. 
| done by Charles Renthrop and Bob 
| Richards, reporters of the station’s 
laffiliated Scripps- Howard Cincy 
Post. 

Case is a local sensation, 
first pages of dailies. 


hogging 


WCPO, making only radio cover- 
age, was denied permission to broad- | 


| Cast direct from the court room, 


}upon complaint of counsel of one of! 














Airings | 


Agfa-Ansco 
buying a_ series 


(cameras, 
of 


film) is 


newscasts ove! 


WNBF, Binghamton, as an ether test. 
Biz placed direct 


inasmuch as this 
is the sponsor's home town ‘Young 
& Rubicam is agency). Order marks 
one of the first times that either of 
the U. S. photography giants—East- 


man is the other—has made over- 
tures to radio. 
Fletcher & Ellis agency has been 


named to handle the Mutual 
casting System account. 


3road- 


Commonwealth Baking, through 
Cramer-Krasselt, Milwaukee, is buy- 
ing 100-word announcements 

Nucoa (Best Foods) being lined 
up by Benton & Bouwles for a spot 
campaign. 

Hudson Motors, Detroit, is cur- 
rently making up a spot list. 

Walter Bruhn on the Coast for 


McCann-Erickson to work with Jack 
Hastey on the new National Biscuit 
show. 





of Ruthrauff & 
H« 


llywood of- 


W. B. Ruthrauff, 
Ryan, visiting 
fices. 


new 


Kellogg has renewed for Gene and 


Glenn on the Corn Belt Wireless 
Network, but their daily periods will 
after the first part of January be re- 
duced from a half hour to 15 min- 
utes, 

Series of 25 five-minute talks on 


winter sports. sponsored by the New 
York State Bureau of Publicity, has 


been set over WGY. beginning Dec. ' 


21, by B.B.D.&O. 
licity has annual 
$100,000. 


Bureau of Pub- 
appropriation 





| 


Westinchouse May Operate Own 6: 


Spot Business Outlook Warms Idea 











of | 








— _——————————— 
Embarrassing Indications are that the Westing- 
house Electric Co. will be back in 
Memphis, Dec. 15 the station operating business as 
Dr. W. H. Rafferty. Memphis soon as the outfiit’s management 
chiropractor, contracted with contracts with NBC expire. With 
WNBR for a daily five-minute spot broadcasting prospering as it has 
4 ’ ’ : aacasting spe £ as as 
program, ‘How to Keep Well, 
beginning last week. the past three years, the electric 
First program was cancelled company figures that it can coin con- 
because Dr. Rafferty was ill. siderably more from its broadcasting 
He went on the air the second teraniinmiite: tu o ation “ae 
ses : ivestments by aga se g its 
day Third day, he was unable ; Sr 5 ul . 
to go on and series was held own time selling and station operat- 
up indefinitely. Doctor is in ing organization. 
hocnital are} an in rnal ,emM < ™ 
; tal with an internal hem Outlets now owned by Westing- 
or! € — — 
house are WBZ, Boston; WBZA, 
Springfield, Mass.; KDKA, Pitts- 
Olson Rug Co. of Chicago will| burgh: KYW, Philadelphia, and 
sponsor 15-minute electrically tran-; WOWO and WGL, Fort Wayne. Last 


' two are recent acquisitions. It is re- 
scribed musical program from Jan. 1 : 

Be 2 a ported that WOWO, a 10,000-watter, 
4 to April 3. Presba, Fcllers 


is on the way to going to full time, 


and Presba, of Chicago, handling the| and that the same privileges will 
account. likely be accorded WWVA, Wheel- 
Sc ing, W. Va., with which WOWO now 

Eermingham, Castleman & Pierce S@res time. KDKA has already ap- 


plied for a boost from 50,000 watts to 
200 kilowatts, while there is a move 
on to sever WBZA from WBZ com- 
pletely and making them separate 
| broadcast entities. Westinghouse 
| plans also include bettering KDKA’s 
coverage in the Pittsburgh area by 


of New York City 


one-minute announcements for 


23 
Bene- 
ficial Management Corporation (per- 
Newark, N. J. 


has placed 


sonal loans) of 


Leighton & Nelson has spotted | ansmitter changes and also doing 
one-minute announcements over | the same thing for WBZ as affecting 
WGY, starting Dec. 16, for Union| the Hub. 

Book Company of Schenectady. | e—_—__ 
Same agency placed one-minuters 


Sutherland Off WBEN 


Buffalo, Dec. 15. 


on WGY for Jay Jewelry Company | 
of Schenectady. 


= ai a se = ; eligi dl é 

— Pees to jrwwaginl _ unwal- | the defendants. Quarter-hour morn- 
. > stigms ) . : ac . . . 

ranvet gma on the Baptist pastor. | ing and afternoon programs present 


| 4 a 
| Sports Commentator George Suth- 
American Telephone & Telegraph | erland is out at WBEN after three 


Co. with a 


Atlantic Refining terminates its 
Ted Husing 














: sportscasts over CBS is splurging spot an-|years and a half. Frank Silva has 
|some of the witnesses, already late this month. and on Dec. 29 sub- | Mouncement Campaign for Christmas|been shifted from WEBR to handle 
’ Montreal, Dec. 15. | through on the stand, for interviews vending aa aval Pa’ Samatig ae ria] | Eve ofily. Placements call for three,two sportcasis nightly. Silva, on 
, Canadian Broadcasting Corp. will| of their testimony, and accounts of | j,teaq. Opus previously was a CBS | announ@ements that night explaining | sustaining. is introduced as ‘pinch 
; divide Canada into five broadcasting | proceedings by the two scribes, | sustainer. Charles Burton does the | that phone calls can be made Christ- jhitting at the microphone.’ 
. areas, Gladstone Murray stated on| — ____ | scripting, while Parker Fennelly,| mas Day and New Years for the| Sutherland was sponsored first by 
> completion of his tour of the Mari- | | Margaret Dee. Ruth Russell and | same lower rate that prevails for|Sunoco, more recently by Kellogg. 
4 time Provinces—Prince Edward | lumbia with certain hours devoted to! Harry Humphreys are in the cast,| Sundays. B.B.D. & O. is booking for |‘Pinch-hitting’ tag on Silva taken to 
. Island, New Brunswick and Nova national hook-ups. New lineup hits the. same stations | the New York Telephone Co. and | mean he will return to WEBR short- 
Scotia. These zones would be the | Murray was accompanied on his|as the Husine stuff. on Tuesdays, | also Southern New England, while|ly when and if a new announcer 
. Maritimes, Quebec, Ontario, the| tour by J. Wilfred Godfrey. Halifax, Thursdays and Saturdays. 7:15 to | the other local branches will do their | is assigned to the WBEN job. WEBR 
4 ‘ Prairie Provinces and British Co-| a governor of the corporation. | 7:30 p.m. N. W. Ayer is in charge. | own placing. |sports been dropped temporarily. 
c 
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add WLW’s reputation for consistently fine program 
entertainment. Then add the proved buying- 
response of WLW’s listeners. Total—a substantial 
sales increase for wise advertisers who use WLW. : 
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Chicago, Dec. 15. | 


Complete control and rights of the 


| minor league baseball radio play-by- | 
| play broadcast privileges is now be-| 
| 
| 





|ing arranged by and for General 
| Mitts, Already the world’s greatest 
:‘ #@ 30r of baseball play-by-play 
General Mills is seeking to extend 
its influence and control of the 
source of the ball broadcasts | 
by negotiating with the league own- 
ers themselves rather than with the 
individual ball clubs 

First link in a chain which Gen- 
eral Mills to ring around 
baseball was forged last week when 
|General Mills signatured for 
| plete and sole rights to the broad- 
| cast privileges of all games in the 
| entire American Association at a flat 
| sum of $50,000. This sum was cut up 
| equally among the eight clubs, which 
| includes 
| 


game 


expects 


com- 








the towns of Milwaukee, 

Louisville, Toledo, Columbus, Min- |} 

| neapolis, St. Paul, Kansas City, In- 

COMBINATION! |dianapolis, all hot spots of radio, 
| play-by-play possibilities, 

— General Mills now negotiating with 

— ited all of the other minor leagues, and 

is particularly interested in the Pa- 

cific Coast League, the International | 

League, the Three-I League, the, 

Southern Association, the Piedmont | 


the Southwest League, the 
And is seeking to 


Leasue, 


Western League. 


broadcast rights. 

With the American Association, 
which, with the International League | 
in the east and the Pacific League in 


BARRIE 


STARRING IN 


“THE SHOW IS ON” the west, rates as the kingpins of the | 

NOW PLAYING NIXON, PITTSBURGH | minor league’ baseball industry, | 
DUE IN NEW YORK SOON | swinging over to the General Mills | 
Excl. Mgt. HERMAN BERNIK, | plan, it looks a cinch that the other | 


1619 Broadway. New York minors will follow suit. 


| Pro Rata 
There were a number of individual 
| clubs which objected to the General 
Milis pian on the complaint that 
their pro rata of the eight-way split 
| won’t equal the money they made by 
| selling the play-by-play individually 
| to the stations in their home towns. 
| But these clubs were overruled by 
those which will get more money on 
| the pro rata split than they got in 
| their individual deals at home. 
What the General Mills deal means 
is that the flour company now con- 
trols the baseball broadcasts in those 
towns, and that if they want to, the 
flour company can refuse to permit 
stations to broadcast the games, If 
the games are in great demand by 
the stations because of build-up dur- 
i pe E+ ons ing the past five or six years of con- 
tinuous summer season broadcasting, 
the flour company can actually ask 
the stations to pay General Mills for 
the privilege of picking up the 
games. In short, it completely re- 


hil 
} 
| verses the baseball status of negoti- 
| ations which have existed in the past 
‘ a e | between stations and General Mills. 
| Flour 


company particularly has 

THE | the whip hand in towns where the 
AGREAT |. stations have been carrying the 
EDITOR | games for a sponsor other than Gen- 


GULF REFINING A |) eral Mills. For instance, in Milwau- 
COMPANY 




















S. K. KUSHNER 
Presents 


Don 
Bestor 


This Week Dec. 11 
NIXON-GRAND, PHILA. 























Vv kee the Wadham’s service stations 





SUNDAYS |have had baseball on WTMJ, the 
bee EST | Journal station, for several years. 
CBS | Next spring, if WTMJ wants to con- 


tinue this arrangement, a deal must 
be first made with General Mills for 
the rights to the games. 

However, it is reported that Gen- 
| eral Mills has decided on a co-oper- 
ative policy in the matter of the 
baseball play-by-play, and will use 
the rights it has purchased only 
to obtain a better break on actual 
time cost. It figures that by mak- 
ing a sweeping deal with the leagues | 








THE 


THREE MARSHALLS 


EVERY THURSDAY 
WEAF — 4:30 P.M. 
Exclusive Management 
NBC ARTIST SERVICE 

30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA, N, Y. 




















By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


[AUGHTER EARS ano [{EART-THROBS 


0 


Presented by Ivory Soap: 99 “*/100 °/e pure 





dete tennant 
} 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Blue Network, Mon. to Fri. 11 a.m. EST ff 
IN m NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri. 3:45 p.m. EST 
. COAST TO COAST 


BLACKMAN ADVERTISING “INC. 
MGT. EO WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


Dir... 





| 
pay one flat sum to each league for | 
absolute authority and rights to all} 


| munity song festival is skedded for 
| the 


| 24 


General Mills Baseball Deals Give 
Sponsor Advantage Over Stations 


} 
it has eliminated the cost of | 
dividual negotiations with each club} 
owner and with the rights in ts | 
pockets can insist on a better time | 
ceal from the outlets. On the basis of | 
these two angles General Mills fig- 
ures it will save the cost of -he blan- 
ket arrangements even if in many 
towns in which they have rights they 
don’t use the 

Deals are zotiated by 
Henry Bellows, and it is understood 


broadcasts. 


being ne 


General Mills will spend around 
$250.000 on the total blanket con- 
tracts with the minor leagues on 
these deals. 

These deal »f course, have noth- 
ing to do with the ganes of the 
American and National Leagues, 


with the individual deais continuing 
to be made in those toealities. Gen- 
eral Mills will spend arvwund $1,000,- 
030. it is expected, in baseball in 
1937, exclusive of the $250,000 for 
the minor leavue blanket privileges. 


Clifford Samuelson, of the Knox- 
Reeves agency, which handles the 
Ceneral Mills sports broadcast, last 
week closed for the rights to the 
sames played by the Newark base- 
ball team at home or out-of-town. 
Newark is in the _ International 


League. Samuelson was also on hand 
at the annual meeting in New York 
of the: major league team owners. 
General Mills has been able to re- 
new contracts for the forthc.ming 
season in all spots where baseball 
broadcasting had been permitted in 
previous years. towns where 
the milling company has failed to 
make any headway so far are New 
York and Washington. The owners 
of the big league teams in these cities 
have an agreement binding them 
against any broadcast affiliations. 
Samuelson attempted to unravel this 
i knot during a visit to 
over the past weekend. 
Socony will continue to share with 


mr 
iwo 


games in the spots where the oil ac- 
count can operate advantageously. 


cials take alternate games and split 
all costs. 


markets where it has_ bankrolled 
baseball broadcasts it has been able 
to show that the airings have built 
| attendance at the parks. 


DULUTH, YOUNGSTOWN 
THROWN FOR LOSS 


Washington, Dec. 15. 
station hopes for Duluth, 
Minn., and Youngstown, O., were 
rushed last week when Federal 
communications Commission exam- 
iners recommended denial of the ap- 
plications for failure to appear and 
failure to submit evidence. 








New 


Youngstown, forgot to send repre- 
sentatives to a hearing called by Ex- 
aminer R. H. Hyde. 

Walker Jamar. of Duluth, 
ja smallie on‘ 1200 ke, 
|produce the required evidence 
{support of his application. Attor- 
neys George O. Sutton and James L. 
Proffitt asked leave to withdraw 
application without prejudice, but 
Examiner Robert L. Irwin nixed the 
request. 


10,000 Voices on KSL 


Salt Lake City, Dec. 15. 
largest Christmas com- 





was unable to 








World's 


L. D. S. tabernacle Christmas 
eve. Salt Lake chamber of com- 
merce and Mormon church officials 


Washington 


| tured to rep WIOD, Miami. 





have voted their full support of the 
holy chant workout. 

Earl J. Glade, general manager of | 
KSL, is directing the show. A massed 
choir of more than 10,000 voices will 
broadeast from 8 to 8:30 p. m. Dec. | 
and be relayed via short wave 
to Europe. 





Indianapolis, Dec. 15. 

Mary Paxton Young, style singer | 
on WFBM, local CBS outlet, guested | 
on WLW Crosley Follies with sus- | 
taining contract offer following. 

First offer was for three a week, | 
which Miss Young refused because | 
of travel expense between here and | 


Cncinnati. Then WLW offered her | 
another bid which will necessitate | 
her moving. to Cincinnati, which | 


she’ll take, 


| three 


General Mills the airing of baseball | 
Under this arrangement the commer- | 


General Mills contends that in all 








KOOL-RALEIGH 


Spring Training 





In approaching baseball teams 
for the air rights to the games, 
- General Mills is reputed to 
make the cost of spring training 
a major point in the selling 
argument. GM contactee tells 
the team owner that the air 
client is prepared to give the 
former enough money to pay 
the costs of spring training, in- 
cluding the transportation. 

Bill for spring training aver- 
ages $20,000 for the major 
teams. 


CHI BASEBALL 





























A T T A t Per. Rep—ARTHUR T. MICHAUD 
1775 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
Mgt.—M.C.A. 

} 

“BARON MUNCHAUSEN” 
Chicago, Dec. 15. 
Radio stations and baseball clubs 
in Chicago have just about settled | 
on a decision which will bring the 
clubs a revenue from the baseball 





PEARL 


play-by-play broadcasts starting this 


spring. P. K. Wrigley has won his 
wrangle with the White Sox team RALEIGH and 
(American League) and the radio KOOL CIGARETTES 


stations will pay according to classi- 
fication Sox team wanted a fiat 
sum all around, with the stations to 
pay an equal share. | 


E.S8.T.— Mondays 
Network 


& 5S. 


WJIZ-9:30 P.M. 
NB 


Dir.: A. LYONS, Ine. 




















Under the Wrigley (Chicago Cubs) | 





plan the stations are divided into 
classifications. Too payment |} 
will be $7.500 for the 50,000 watt 
stations, WGN, WBBM, WMAQ, 
WENR-WLS; $3,000 from the class 
‘B’ stations such as WCFL and! 
WIND, while the class ‘C’ stations | 
such as WAAF and WJ.JD will pay! 
$2,000 for each season's broadcast | 
privileges. | 
Of more importance generally : 

| 

| 





Fred Allen 


AND 


Portiand Hoffa 


in “Town Hall Tonight” 


a new clause in the baseball con- 
tracts which will prohibit the broad- 
casting of the big league games over 


stations located in minor league | SAL HEPATICA-IPANA 
towns. Minors squawked loud and| WEAF—Wednesdays 9-10 P.M, EST 
long about this practice, claiming Dir.: WALTER BATCHELOR 


that it hurt the standing and box- | 

office of the lesser leagues. | * 
This figures as a tough blow to| 

baseball revenue of many stations | 


* 











scattered throughout the midwest, 
| which have been broadcasting play- 
| by-play of Chicago, St. Louis, De- 
| troit, Cincinnati and Cleveland 
games though not located in those 
towns. And most of ’em can’t re- 
place with play-by-play of the minor 
league games in their own towns. 
since these games are all at night 
and the transmitters are tied up with 
network commercial shows coming 
through in the evening hours. The 
big league games were a great set- 
up since they came during the slack 
period of the afternoon hours. 





RAMON 
RAMOS 


And His ORCHESTRA 





Asking for 1 kilowatt power on the | 
890 kilocycle ribbon, WRBC, Inc., of | 


seeking | tionists in the south give advertisers | 


in| WIOD, Miami, and planning to add 


the | program. 


Trianon Room 


‘Specie! Comnaion for | Hotel Ambassador, New York 














Winter Mob in Dixie ———————! 


Chicago, Dec. 15. | 
| Lord & Thomas agency buying | H ‘ RRY 


| special spots in the south for Pep- | 
CONDUCTS 


|sodent, on the basis that the vaca- 
THE LUCKY STRIKE 
HIT PARADE 


EVERY SATURDAY OVER 
COLUMBIA NETWORK 
10-10:30 P.M. EST 





an extra potential. 


Starting on 
more outlets. 


Using 15-minute news periods as 





WIOD, Miami, Sets Rep 
Chicago, Dec. 15. 
Craig & Hollingberry have signa- 


Owned by ex-Gov. James M. Cox | 
of Ohio who also owns WHIO, Day- 
ton. | 


EVELYN CASE 


AND 


JACK ARTHUR 


appearing with 


RUBINOFF 


CHEVROLET MUSICAL MOMENTS 


over 400 stations 


NBC and COLUMBIA 


Management JACK ARTHUR 
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Se ee Se 


WIM Mwkee, Grooms Shortwaver Tr 
For Supplementary Local Service 


Milwaukee, Dec. 15. | test will shortly be started both on | 

Milwaukee Journal is making aj the short-waver and in the columns 
terrific drive to build up its short | of the Milwaukee Journal to get sug- 
wave experimental station, W9XAZ, | gestions from the general public as 








SS? 


AYER CONTROL | 


BEFORE COURT 











ADVERTISEMENT 


A Legal Paradox 








Washington, Dec. 15. 

Problem of what to do when 
an applicant applies for a re- 
newal of license which he never 
had held may come before the acieaieindiee 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission within the next 15 days. Philadelphia, Dec. 15 
Meanwhile, Examiner P. W. Attempting to force legal exercise | 
Seward has recommended Com- || o¢ option on 234,000 shares of N. W. | 





wad 
ys 


i 
wa 


*% 





in the public acceptance so that the | to how an inexpensive converter can ee pe specs Ayer stock, George H. Thornley, for- | 
transmitter will be able to carry;|be arranged to fit on the regular Indignation of the F. C. C. mer vice-president of agency, last 





programs which WMTJ, the regula- | 
tion Journal station, cannot broad- | 
cast because of other schedules. 


long-wave radio set to make it bring 
in short wave stations also. 
Other regular stations which have 


week testified he was ready and able | 
to make purchase. He was witness 


was expressed in Seward’s re- 
port, which said that the appli- 

















‘ ‘ cant, KFPM. Voice of Green- in trial of his own suit against offi- 
To this end the short wave sta- | experimental outlets are ogling this otlin. Tk. “Goes not. and waver cers and directors of agency and 
tion has started pioneering by broad-| setup, and see in the experimental ee hela the ye is a parte executors of estate of Wilfred W 
casting programs by remote control. | transmitter an opportunity to get a ray ialiunl KFPM a whi Fry, former president, in Commo: 
Last week it started off with thej|full second outlet. They particu- sera Bee ppm parts ed.’ eo Pleas Court No. 3 here. before 
short-waver broadcasting the testi-|larly refer to the Arthur Church Piocidiaiaih to of U — Judge Albert S. C. Millar. 
monial dinner for University of Wis- | enterprise in Kansas City, where the wae yas age Dwiditg KFPM St teudivies eantech af ammnee.} | PRODIGY : 
consin coach Harry Stuhldreher; and | experimental W9XBY station has noe Pe ‘Deve pone ions concerns ‘stock worth about $1,500,- Beverly Anne Welch, age 4, has 
will in the near a pick ee | become ee a — — — inet an. the Mew Sunnie Can 000, with par value of $6.34 per| | made a big hit with Baltimore 
Marquette university home as et- | now . re es as s anc arc out et with pany. Footnote explains Ablo- | share. Thornley alleges right under listeners with he r trap drum per- 
- pall games, the fights at the Eagles | Church’s other station, KMBC. wich’s license for the 15-watt || voting trust agreement to purchase | formance on WFBR’s “Tomorrow’s “7 
ee eta TMS enmiunder. Pig transmitter on 1310 kw as ‘sur- || the 234.000 shares owned by Fry es- Stars.” .: 


tate. He 


should he 


rendered holds 71.356 shares and, | | ‘7 





: snding hearing for 
will handle the special broadcasts pending hearing for 





Fiddlers Do S. R. 0. 








reinstatement.’ succeed in buying Fry es- 
on W9XAZ. aCe tate holdings, would control cor- WEBR’S “FUTURE 
ontes | poration. } 
In order to make this station Louisville, Dec. 15. 


According to Thornley’s testimony. 
he is worth approximately 
of which he intends putting 
into transaction. Wall St. firm of 
Henrotin, Moss Lewis, Inc., have 
agreed to furnish balance of money 
for purchase, he said. 


‘Knoxville to E. Katz: 
Ends Possibility of 


Scripps Own Org 


known to all radio owners and to Radio jamboree and fiddlers’ con- 
make it available to owners of the! test, promoted by Larry Sunbrock of 
regulation receivers, a special con- | Cincinnati, was held at the National, 
| Sunday (13). The 2,400-seat house 
was so filled for matinee and night 
performances that it was necessary 
| CERTIFIED 'to accommodate patrons on _ the 


stage, where they stood throughout | 


$500,000. 
$300.099 


STAR” SHOW REAL 
RADIO SPOT BUY 








Testifying for defense, Harry A. Available for sponsorship on 








| aroughous | Knoxville, Dec. 15. Batten, Ayer president, declared al-| | WF BR, Baltimore’s N. B. C. Red 
| SUCCESS STORY fos “2 sy oor vse pope Rg ig WNOX, Knoxville, has appointed | lotment of stock among himself network outlet “Tomorrow's 
een tls Be " the fid ile ate ~€- | the E. Katz Special Agency as rep | Clarence J. Jordan and Gerold M. | | Stars —a var~ad with pewertal te 
NO. 24 iene ‘Neshville tes Seoska Mines | after Jan. 15 of next year. Previous Lauck was brought up at a meeting | tene! pull — = ual merchan- 
: iM Delr meathar ‘ " Sli seller was Free, Johns & Field. of the management committee | | dising tie-up. ; 
= | Macon, Delmore Brothers, an im |] saiahatidie ike let. Kats _|formed after Fry’s death. He ex- The show is conducted by George 
| | Smith Other articipants were | A acquiring Snis Cutset, Kae Cur 1 | Schaefer and features local te 
‘ | Siatehne’s adic” Cte oo Mon, | rently has a monopoly of Scripps- plained that Thornley, Jordan and tosh waked — ty — 
| 4 Kid a as ‘other string | Howard stations in Tennessee. In Lauck were vice-presidents of||—00™ Kidde and acum. k — 
Boer’ ic \ aa 1 a Oo ee — | the fold is also WMC. Memphis, agency at time of meeting and re- | 15 a e erate od eg wee are 
| bands and fiddlers. ontests werej|”.. eas a a * | ceived approximately same salary. It| |Sold for sponsorship. There is 
held f rodelere. str hand ;. | Which Scripps-Howard bought along : ‘ — é ° . 
“ : | he or yodelers, string bands, fid- s eieniite sal ( .| was explained at that time. and in | also an hour’s broadcast on Satur- 
PHILADELPHIA'S dlers and hog calling with the Commercial Appeal (pend . : vi Ria Bett ve f 
PIONEER VOICE” ee te dicen |ing FCC approval). WNBR, Mem-| Thornley’s presence, he testified, that day morning from the stage o 
— | witiete -¢ y ‘,)| Manner of stock allotment was to | the New Theatre which is not sold ; 
phis, also owned by the Commercial the by f id t 
polite: ap cs alize ings rie residents orcially, but, of course, adds 
| Appeal, presently lists no rep. | equalize holdings of vice-presidents, | | comme — Ys ut, ’ ; 
| Nebraska U. Eases Up (“\iNox operates on 2.000 and 1,000 | Batten Denies } ne tea ee pel pe | 
. Lincoln, Dec. 15. | watts, and is a CBS affiliate. Shift Batten denied that Thornley stated named sheet $295 weekiy. Full yo 
Clothier Doubles | Turning radio-minded for the first | to Katz is allaying scattered rumors | at that meeting last August, between tails are available from WFBR or 
time in nearly six years, the Univer- | the Scripps-Howard might, despite | the four vice-presidents and Adam/ {their national re presentatives, 
Floor 5 ace sity of Nebraska is allowing KFOR | limited list of stations, try to set | Kessler, an executor of Fry estate Edward Petry & Co. 
see here to air all the eight home basket- | UP 4 private rep outfit comparable | and trustee of voting trust, that he | ‘ 
. ; ' ‘ball games. Deal was set by Dana/|to Hearst Radio at an early date. | did not understand the. suggestion eet ae 
P. B. White & Co. shied off radio X. Bible, director of athletics, and | = made at the meeting as to the stock 
k for years fearing it would not Reginald B. Martin, station manager | WXYZ’s Xmas Eve Show allotment of equalization. 














net returns comparable to their 
newspaper advertising. Finally’ 
in February, 1936, they de- 
cided to try WIP. Two months 
later they discovered that radio 


media! Increased business—due 
to radio—soon compelled them 
to double their floor space! 











of KFAB-KFOR. 


Previous to 
athletic department were 


,or basketball. 


for the cage clashes. 

















roe CHERNIAVS KY 


Hope History Repeats 
- Regina, Sask., Dec. 15. 


Because President Roosevelt land- 


this 
year’s football season, Bible and the 
clammed 
'on any radioing for either football 


iselected by the University to talk 
| the pigskin games, is also planted 





Detroit, Dec. 15. 
Entire cast of 60 of the ‘Children’s 
Theatre of the Air,’ weekly visual 
|show over WXYZ, will give a spe- 
|cial performance Christmas eve on 


| Jewell, dramatic manager of WXYZ, 
| have been broadcasting for past year 
from various stages of United De- 
troit theatres. Have hypoed b.o, at 
every house and have worked up big 
following. 





Batten declared there had been an 


to be equalized with those of Thorn- 
ley. Asked if waiver had not been 


Thornley had agreed to it. Testified 
that at no time between the two 
meetings did Thornley give any in- 





ment with understanding. 





understanding for two years that his, | 
Jordan’s and Lauck’s interests were | 


that arrangement was_final and that | 


dication that he was not in agree- | 














| This year, however, all but two ame of tae Siictiien requested of Thornley at subsequent | BF 
was selling twice as many suits football games were aired and now | ’ wide mona sical aoe or ge a last September, he denied it. | 3 
. hn —_ S, : urecuio ) é : n redirect examination, he said | 
(dollar for dollar) as other |the BB schedule is okayed. Martin, , 





slided back into office despite heavy 
press opposition, Saskatchewan's Lib- 
eral government party will soon go 
on the air with a series of F.D.R. 
fireside chats on the glory of their | 


administration to allay growing dis- | Tom Taggart, Typographical Union Among 


wAical Cameraman 


Presented by 


1847 





Third Station for Indianapolis Looms 


DIRECTOR! 


| | George Schaefer, who directs “To- * 
morrow’s Stars” for WFBR, has 





TT ET ES TTT LLL NT RTT 





hi SS AR ITE BA 


out of town on a] graphical Union sought one, with no 
WILLIAM WIRGES hunting trip. success. Of course, s€veral have | 
Radioites in Indianapol ee Van | even gotten by the examiner before 
‘ Conductor and Arranger Auken’s bid as another attempt of | but final action ruled them out. In 
P local Democratic leaders to gain a the Van Auken case, due to the per- 
be Columbia Recording Artist radio station They~ recall Tom | sistent undercurrent of political tie- | | 
Per. Rep.:--WALTER BATCHELOR Taggart wanted t WFBM up rumors floating around, the opin- 
é | Publicity—SIDNEY SPIER owned by Indianapolis Power and | ion is that the permit will be grant- 
<= } 


Every Sunday 
at 4:30 p.m., EST 
COAST-TO-COAST 
Red Network - NBC 





ROGERS BROS 





|content. 
best vote-luring possibilities. 
*\tion CJRM, Regina, 
used, 


|that North Dakota, 





Party decided radio offers 
Sta- 
likely will be | 


One result of use of CJRM will be 
South Dakota 
land Montana will ‘enjoy’ Canadian 
lelectioneering as much as Canadians 





| 


| 








enjoyed the U.S.A. ballot-fight. 

















The NBC 


} Present 


LDEGAR 


In Her American Debut 


| WALDORF AsTorRIA HOTEL 
NEW YORK 














| 
i 








| been fuifilied by 


Indianapolis, Dec. 15. 
Glenn Van Auken, local attorney 
and Democratic political leader, on 
his request for permit to construct a 
$25,000 station here, received a fa- 


| vorable report from P. W. Seward, 
| FCC examiner, 


who submitted his 
report to Federal Communications 
Commission Thurs. (10). Permit ap- 
plication calls for a _ 1,000-watter, 
daytime operation only, on 1050 kilo- 
cycles. 

Petition states the proposed station 
would broadcast programs to schools 


|and programs from business, civic, 


and other like organizations. Evi- 
dence disclosed Van Auken has as- 
sets in real estate, notes, bonds, se- 
curities, other investments. matured 
insurance policies, and cash, with a 


i Van Auken’s 
recommended that the 


re- 
FCC 
grant the application, and stated that 
the proposed station would not in- 


quest; 


Van 


Auken 


Light Co., 


for a price of around $200.00( 


Deal 





about a year or two ago ! ed, despite 


Those Who Previously Tried 


was just about set, when newspaper 
reporters here and in Chicago got 
wind of the deal, and gave it front 
page space. Deal never went through. 


Van Auken is former lawyer for In- | 


diana Public Service Commission. 
WIRE's 

WFBM execs state they won't pro- 
test the new station's petition, since 
the wave-length won't interfere, as 
asked for in the permit. But WIRE 
will protest on grounds that new sta- 
tion will be an economic handicap 
to the two existing broadcasters, and 
that Van Auken falls short in his 


Protest 


statement of purpose of station. One | 


| 


of the points to be covered is that | 


Van Auken wants to use the station 


to broadcast basketball games from | 


iner turned in his report, pointed 
out that games take place at night, 
and Van Auken is applying for day- 
time operation only. 


the possible 


4 


me LIOnec 


protests as | 


already to his credit the develop- 
ment of a major network star— 
Mary Small. 




















net worth of around $90,000, with|the local high schools, but L. L. 

at the listed liabilities of $1,000. Jaquier, commercial manager of | SUCCESS! 

j | Seward agreed that requirements | WIRE, who was in Washington, D Elaine Pfeifer. wh 

| Pre . ’ -; | & 10 appears on 
S E RT 7 0 0 MM |of necessity and convenience had/C., to protest before the FEC exam- ms 


_WFBR’s “Tomorrow’s Stars,” has 
|aiso sung over the big-time net- 
work, 


4 














terfere with the two existing In-| A third station has been proposed | F 
FOR A LIMITED ENGAGE- dianapolis stations (WFBM, CBS| numerous times before for local lis- | s 
MENT OF ONLY ONE WEEK | outlet, and WIRE, NEC red station) | teners, and by various interests. Not | IN TIMORE, IT’S 
STARTING DECEMBER 21 or with KFBI, KMOX, KNX. . ; 50 long ago, the International Typo- | 
| 
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ASCAP, MPPA, SPA to Confer On 
Proposed Copyright Legislation 





oe et 


Berlin’s ‘Alex’ for Pix |2ND FIRE IN6 MOS: | 
Hollywood, Dec. 15. | ORCHESTRA LOSES ALL 


Terming it an American cavalcade | 
of music, 20th-Fox has assigned Buffalo, Dec. 15 
‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ to Irving!) fire on Thursday (10) * ; 
Berlin for production. It will include | , Swept the 
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(Reported 
CBS maestro) 
Midnight Blue 
Chapel in the Moonlight 


by Ray Sinatra, 





| 
Most Requested | 
| 











Delegations from the Music Pub- 


to deprive the latter of some of the} 


| 
Did You Mean It? 


Who Loves You? 
I Can’t Escape from You 


author's originals up to previOUs| Wicrophones and_ technical 
swing music, thence to up-to-date 


| Sagamore ballroom, destroying WGR, 


equip- 
, ment, as well as all the instruments 


: ’ = et be | s ectiv in the copy-|| Wil Sing You 1,000 Love Songs swingeries, d 2 ts t 
hers’ Protective Association, the | most effective armament in s ; tae! x se Bree _, | an arrangements of the Alls 
pe a Societ of Composers, | right law. || Sing, Baby, Sing Pen By Belge Re Berlin's first! Brooks orchestra. ie 

meric -. ‘| Gene Buck will head the ASCAP Mood Indigo | musical for the studio. Second time within the year that 
Authors and Publishers and the sealed Ser Sentimental Reaseus 


Songwriters’ Protective Association | 
will meet today (Wednesday ) to dis- | 
cuss the line of action the music in- 
dustry proposes to take on copyright 
the 


sion of Congress. 


forthcoming 


Latter is slated to 


legislation at 


ses- 


delegation at today’s 
while the MPPA group will consist | 
of John G. Paine; Jack Bregman, 
Walter Douglas and Joseph V. Mc- 
Kee, general counsel. 


In This Corner 


Me and the Moon 

(Reported by Paui Whiteman, 
NBC director) 
The Night Was Young 
You Turned the Tables on Me 
When Did You Leave Heaven? 
A Fine Romance 





‘EDWIN WELTE’S NEW 


_ FILM ORGAN INVENTION 


Brooks outfit has been wiped out 
by a blaze. During the summer a 
fire razed the Glen Park ballroom 
where they were playing. 


M.C.A.’S NEW P.A., 





—- an da tee 


Berlin, Dec. 5. Chicago, Dec. 15 
, ‘ I’m an Old Cowhand ‘ os : : | 
open Jan. 3. Sicha The Way You Look Tonight Welte-Lumi-Tone-Organ has been Nate Wasserman of Cleveland | 
~ Pas ac ste > . aad ” ad . : . . ac : 
Senator Duffy has stated agate Last week Paul Whiteman staged alain Mima constructed for recording film music. | Comes in as head of the Music Corp, 
inte -eintroduce his >i +7 : R o 5 After ; o sries - eyner ay Ps ric SS Dz > 
a < ca ioe ; t vright his ‘experiment in American music Valencia After a long series of experiments, peta ston re department 
: 2nding 1e resen copyrig . . a is o: ras rece , od f > teplaces Nate Kre S s jioir 
a 7 es ai ont toes ht the |concert in the Hippodrome which, Organ Grinder’s Swing this organ was recently used for the +) ~ ia Krevits, — Joins 
aws. T sic Ss ( og > 4 " . . . SOs enh : ; - x g > lal: ¢ . € « . . af 
Sate he last Cong -essional | BOW under Mike Jacobs’ manage- A Star Fell Out of Heaven first time. Played with light, it’s oi = ulaban & Katz booking of- 
measure at the ast -ongressiona ment, is the scene of sports events. ; : ki scribed as an organ whose powerful | fice to handle press relations. 
session, with the bill dying in House hi OM ah dibl eciiehadhin’- aaah (Submitted by Mario Brag- volume of sound possesses not a 
committee after being passed by the Whiteman’s audible progr giotti, Hotel Pierre, N. Y.) \sleniiitin: cantata inked? ‘Wen “laaaidind® “ial - 
“a si at C mentator, on this occasion, was : ea sing gan-pipe. : ent a : 
Senate. It is understood that Con-| Deems Taylor Organ Grinder’s Swing constructor, Edwin Welte, comes 
gressman Daly, of Pennsylvania, will | ; . : 


again submit his own amendment to 
the copyright act. The Daly bill 
strongly favored the copyright own- | 
er. while the Duffy measure sought! 


— 


All of which is prelude to the ob- 
servation by Easfwood Lane, himself 
an American composer, that “Taylor 
is the Joe Humphries of music.’ 








(From “Variety” Issue Dec. 9) 





Last Week's 25 Best Sellers 





ested in comparing the selling relativity to the most-played-on- 
the-air tabulations, shown elsewhere on this page. 
and publisher of the best selling 25 are included; only the title of 
the song is recorded in the air plugs. 


Chapel in the Moonlight...........+sssseeecereees 

*Pennies From Heaven.............. 

*I'll Sing 1,000 Love Songs...........-- ocssectesevs 

*Way You Look Tonight...... Nesdecavec Skeoceoeena 


South Sea Island Magic..............-- 


*When Did You Leave Heaven? 


Song title 


| 
| 





It’s De-Lovely 

Make-Believe Ballroom 

When Did You Leave Heaven? 
The Way You Look Tonight 
Me and the Moon 

You Turned the Tables On Me 


(Barry Winton, 
Room, N. Y.) 
I’ve Got You Under My Skin 
Did You Mean It? 


Sapphire 


To Mary With Love 

South Sea Island Magic 

The Way You Look Tonight 

I Can’t Escape From You 

It’s De-Lovely 

You Turned the Tables On Me 











Show Songs Itself as 
Try for National Plug 





Palo Alto, Dec. 15. 
East is east and west is west—at 
least in the music publHshing busi- 
ness— Stanford University 


from an old family of organ builders. 

Sound-strips are arranged on a 
transparent disc, like the grooves of 
a gramophone record. Of these discs 
12 revolve continuously at same speed 


slits through the corresponding sound 
tracks of each disc into the electric 
cell. This cell regulates the sound of 
the loud-speaker. As there are seven 


| required for each one of the 12 tones, 
| SO that in large organs this means 
|that more than 1,000 lamps are 
needed, 

Keyboard of organist looks exactly 
the same as the one to which he is 
|}accustomed. The register is worked 


| 


| 

| other organ. Only one thing im- 
|presses the player, he finds he can 
|manipulate every register, from the 
|softest to the loudest, with an ease 
never known before. In this electrical 
organ, the volume of sound can be 
| adjusted as easily as with a radio 
}set. Organ can also be adjusted with- 
|in five minutes to any desired pitch. 





( 
Did You Mean It? 


; in front of the many little lamps 

Easy to Love which, during the playing of the ’ 

Champagne Waltz 08 ’ i t wed ng 0 ' € Th F t 
OF , ric 25 |} The King Says Swing organ, project their narrow light j ere s§ ros 


On The Moon 


octaves and perhaps 20 sound-reg- | IL Y f 
| Talking Through My Heart isters (different timbres) necessary, | ove You trom 
When Did You Leave Heaven? three, four or six sound discs are 


Coast To Coast 


There's a Silver Moon 


On The Golden Gate 


’ with exactly the same stops, all * 
National best sellers in sheet music this past week will be a Stanford to Pub U. S couplings, pedals and combinations (NEW) 
regular chart in Variety every week. The trade will be inter- acting in the same way as in any 


Vm With You 


Right or Wrong 


from ‘Happy-t 10-1 ucky’ 
a 
(NEW) 


Will You ? 























song- | Organ can fill the largest stadium in | t : i 
settee eeeeeeeree eee . 5S | ‘ss ‘ "| . 
fIt's Do-Lovely.......--.-++++ ee eeeeececesececesess Chappell writers found out last week when |the world with a volume of sound. | at a oo oe er “ 
. Organs Grinder’s Swing........ TYTTTILET LETT TT Tie Exclusive they attempted to find some way to me @ 
BD te rag ben ng ne 3d SKIN. .cevascccscesceees.- Chappell guarantee popular success for! : : 
cetedhaghe  whadrlihe Ral~ncncleg.- + vhdachdagy > dedi Fosessseeanes7 student-written numbers first intro- Revi ° 
‘ . an evive q¢9 . 
*One, Two, Button Your Shoe......-..- duced in the campus’ ‘Big Game} , Yankee Six 
mo Nigh ra otc ar ah ad ee a Seber eee Gaieties,’ annual fall musical show. Buffalo, Dec, 15. | 
coe ewer eee esas Peserererreeeee hee eae 


*You Turned the Tables on Me. 


*Talking Thru’ My Heart....... 


See. 06 Beka os cxedheder ss 260 eeedeene 
Who Loves You?.......... atu deb ee hen 60660 s0ee6ae a eee 


When My Dream Boat Comes In......-+.++seee0005e Witmark 


ceecerceccoccetesere MOVietone 
sovescegddeeee 3s Mu Seer 


dee bbas oaks cous ehbes ee 


*With Plenty of Money and You............+eee.++ Harms, Inc. 
I Want the Whole World to Love You....sceceee: , ‘ 


Me and the Moon...................- 





Principal bulkhead in their way 
was distance from New York (3,000 
miles). When it was argued that 


that eastern colleges have the tre- 
mendous advantage of being able to 
deal with New York music houses 





Yankee Six, one of the prominent 


: > 
| jazz combinations of a decade ago, is | Ex 
| being revived by Jules Piller, one of 14 


Marve Burwell, trombone, will be 
nucleus. 


Band will be expanded to 11 men, | 





G Feist Princeton’s Triangle Club gets its|the charter members who, until re-| BRU +) MI@r-SemgOiSBwaL [a 
MM ape Rabe ceibsees dacs tab +.+-ccsc-eestanang songs published each year—with sub- | cently, played sax in the pit at Shea’s 
*Soe Do ! OS PE as as Oe sequent national popularity—it was Buffalo. Two other original Yankee 
CMing, Baby, Sing...............cscosccccccccgecce MUMMMONG explained by campus ‘authorities’ |Sixers, Hank Krompart, trumpet, and 


1 Organ 


Grinder s 





\ * Indicates filmusical song. 7 Indicates stage productio 
The others are pops. 


ANTLY:-JOY.. 
and SELECT MUSIC ine. 


1619 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK CITY 





Swing 














Arnheim slated for four weeks,| > 


> | 


with Ray Noble probably following. ' 












EXCLUSIVE PUBLICATIONS inc 


























A THOUSAND DREAMS OF YOU 


By Louis Alter and Paul: Webster—the song feature of the Walter 








Two New Songs of Unusual Promise 
k 
) 


From the RKO Soi Lesser Production, “Rainbow on the River” 


directly, while midwestern and Coast | Unit using same arrangements as or-| > 
colleges must deal by mail, |chestra of Harold Austin, Dellwood | 
Ram’s Head (campus music society | ballroom maestro and WBEN broad- | 
similar to the Triangle Club), which | caster. Austin is in with Piller on a | 
sponsored the Gaieties, finally ar- | 20-50 basis. cd 
gued a small grant from the student 
legislative committee for printin 
and distributing rough inphen to ARNHEIM AT CONGRESS | Mr Ghost 
prominent orchestras. Songs will be | Chicago, Dec. 15. . 
printed as cheaply as possible, by Gus Arnheim’s orchestra coméas | 
photolithography on the University’s | into the Congress Hotel Casino on | 
own presses. The band will play| Friday (18), replacing Glen Gray’s oes to owl 
them, Ram’s Head hopes, and the | Casa Loma band which opened the) 
pieces will gain nationwide publicity. | new nitery. | 
Upon this last point the finance com- | 
mittee was not so optimistic, but 
-~—=~ | marked up the expense to ‘advertis- 
ing Stanford.’ 
ne . é s Of the ‘Gaieties’ inci 
Continuing the most amazing hit record of all time, we offer [}) .onss, only two Me perth age 
popular appeal—patter songs en- 
ah titled ‘His Excellency Cannot Be 
Disturbed’ and ‘Picnic in the Parlor.’ 
These are the only ones to be! 
| printed. | Wanger film production—“You Only Live Once” 
| 
ON THE RIVER 17 Nacio Herb Brown and Arthur | SMOKE DREAMS 
Freed completed. six ditties for | 
| Metro's ‘Broadway Melody of 1937.’ | a musical event because Arthur Freed and Nacio Herb Brown have 
| They are: ‘A New Pair of Shoes,’ | combined again on this song success from the Metro-Goldwyn- 
eee ae en ent bea ward Mayer production, “After the Thin Man.” 
° . Mine, un Showers,’ ‘Your Broad- | 
LEO FEIST, Inc. © 1629 BROADWAY © NEW YORK Jf) 1 and Mine’ and ‘Words and|{} ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. © 799 7th AVE. © NEW YORK 


























Music.’ 




















BILLY HILL’S 
SENSATIONAL 


== “TIMBER” 


SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN & CO., Inc., MUSIC PUBLISHERS, ovis seanstein, pros. 
NOW IN THEIR NEW QUARTERS ~ RKO (Radio City Music Hall] BLDG. — 1270 SIXTH AVE., NEW YORK 


| 
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Chi Pubs Charge Cafe Owner 


Band Mor. With 


Petition ASCAP to Revoke License 


Discrimination: 





Chicago, Dec. 15. 


Allegations of pressure being 
prought against music publishers by 
a local cafe man have been made in 
a letter by a round-robin of Chicago 
music men to E. C. Mills, g.m. of the 
American Seeiety of Composers, Au- 
thers.and Publishers. Over the sig- 
nature of Milton Weil and 20 other 
music men, complaint was sent to 
Mills that the Chappell Music 
Co. permitted Ed Fox, of the Grand 
Terrace Cafe here, to insist that the 
musie company hire Fox's own son 
on the threat that, if not, he would 
not permit any of the Chappell songs 
to be played on the Earl Hines or- 
chestra’s chain programs. And that 
the Chappell firm, ir order to make 
room for Fox's son, fired Si Spiro, 
who had given up a job with an- 
other music firm to go with Chap- 
pell. 

In the round-robin letter, the 
music reps here claimed that this is 
the gressest kind of discrimination 
on the part of Fox, in that he told 
the reps generally that he would 
permit only the songs of the Chap- 
pell and Famous companies in the 
pop tunes played by Hines on the 
NBC chain rides. 

Ask Revocation of License 

Petition letter stated that it 
deemed the Fox action of such a na- 
ture that it warranted the revoca- 
tion of the ASCAP license so that 
the Fox cafe would not be permitted 
to use music of the Society. 

Full letter of the music publishers 
to Mills follows: 
Mr. Dear Mr. Mills: 

After setting forth the facts to | 

| 
| 
} 











Mills the letter reads in part: 
“We honestly believe that there 


’ can be no doubt in anyone’s mind 


as to the fact that Mr. Ed. Fox has 

been guilty of the grossest kind of 
-diserimination. We could go on 

indefinitely and tell you of the 
unfairness of Ed. Fox, but he is 
only one person. What we have 
“to combat and what we want to 
combat is this practice of boycot- 
ting or discrimination of unfair 
business practices and putting 
relatives and people with political 
influence in our business instead 
of allowing our business to pick 
our men on sheer ability. We 
men here feel that this is an open 
wedge for Fox, and if allowed to 
continue or to go threugh as is, it 
will work tremendous hardships 
on all our fellows in the future. 

What Mr. Fox can do, any cafe 
or hotel man will feel that he 
can do, and the worst part of the 
entire affair is that Fox went 
and told the publishers 
what he did. Now is the time to 
nip this kind of business in the 
bud and we must stand shoulder 
to shoulder and make an example 
that we are net in a nefarious 
business; ours is a legitimate busi- 
ness. We must keep it that way. 
I think it goes above just we men 
in Chicago and the only way that 
it can be stopped and we can make 
ourselves recognized as business 
people is by concentrated action 
with you owners and publishers 
standing with us. I think it is not 
only the publishers’ business but 
ASCAP’s business. In fact every- 
body’s business that make .a liv- 
mg out of music. We feel that 
these charges are sufficient to war- 
rant the revocation of his license. 

‘All of the statements above made 
can be corroborated by positive 
evidence. I am herewith enclos- 
img authorization signed by the 
representatives of our prominent 
Chicago publishers. 

‘Thanking you for an immediate 
reply and also immediate action 
from your worthy association, we 
beg to remain, 

‘Sincerely yours, 
‘Milton WeilJ’ 

We, the undersigned, hereby au- 
thorize and empower Milton Weil 
to act in our behalf in the filing 
or prosecution of any charges 
against Mr. Ed. Fox: 

Crawford Music Co., Milton 
Samuels; Robbins Music Co., Willie 
Horwitz; Marlo Music Corp., Jack 
paler Santley Music Company, 

immre Cairns; Ager, Yellen & 
qornstein, Jack Perry: Witmark 
se Co., Harold Lee: Remick | 
“usi¢ Co., Harold Lee; Harms, Inc., | 
Joey Stool; Forster Music Co., Ray 
Zaher; Will Rossiter Music Co., 





Nat Present; Roy Music Co., Mar- 
vin Lee; Superior Music Co., Lew 


Butler; Words & Music, Billy 
Lund; Donaldson, Douglas & 
Gumble, Jesse Stool; Berlin Music 
Co., Fred Kramer; Leo Feist, Inc., 
Ned. Miller; Mills Music, Inc., 
Maurice Staub; Sherman Clay, Joe 
Dracca: Fox Musie Co., Jack Goed- 
win; Shapire Bernstein, George 
Pineus. 

Henry Spitzer, general manager of 
Chappell, declared yesterday (Tues- 
day) that E. C. Mills has discussed 
the round-robin letter with him. 
but that he (Spitzer) saw nothing in 
the incident that reflected unfavor- 
ably on his firm. The fact, said Spit- 
zer, that the Chicago music men had 
ganged up on his rep would make 
him (Spitzer) stand by him all the 
more. 

Spitzer said that his concern was 
out to get the best men available 
and, that if worthy timber were to 
be found among sons of hotel or 
band managers, he wouldn't hesitate 
about hiring it. All that he was in- 
terested in was the employee's abil- 
ity or promise in his particular field. 
Spitzer added that the fact an em- 
ployee was related to a plug should 
not be used as bar to his entry in 
the publishing business, and that if 


competitive firms wanted to make a | 


hullabaloo over such relationship it 
was their privilege, but he would 
stand behind his Chicago manager’s 
judgment in the matter. 

Mills could not be reached 
terday for comment. 


Bandmen's Music 
Pub Co. Head Als 





Made MPPA Prez 


— —— 


John O'Connor was last week 
elected president of the Music Pub- 
lishers Protective Association. Ap- 
pointment came from the board of 
directors. Edward B. Marks was 
named v. p. and Elliott Shapiro, of 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., treasurer. 

O’Connor’s selection caused a gen- 
eral raising of eyebrows in the 
ranks ef the publishing industry. 
Words & Music, Inc., of which he is 
president, has as its major stock- 
holders such band leaders as Fred 
Waring, Paul Whiteman, Abe Lyman, 
Jack Denny and Guy Lombardo, Cer- 
tain pubs feel that the MPPA board 
by its action has placed the industry 
in the dubious position of giving its 
blessing to any like competitive 
ventures composed of orchestra lead- 
ers. 


O’Connor declared that his elec- | 


tion showed that the publishing in- 
dustry appreciated the part that ‘the 


interpretive artist’ has played and | 
can play in the development of the | 


sheet music business. 





Charlie Shribman Still 


Critical From Auto Spill 


Charlie Shribman, ballroom opera- 
tor and band manager, is still in a 
critical condition in Morrisiana hos- 
pital, N. Y., as result of an auto 


crackup on the Boston Post road, en | 


route to N. Y. from his ballroom 
properties around Salem, Mass. His 
sister is in constant attendance, and 
nurses still hold him 
cado. 

Long identified with Mal Hallett’s 
band tours and management, both 
were partners in sundry dance spots, 
and also in general band and ball- 
room operations. 





MIAMI CASINO’S BANDS 


Jolly Coburn’s orchestra will open 
the new Miami, Fla., French Casino 


Jan 15 as dance band. Dave Miller's | 
band will be used as alternate and | 


for the show. Biltmore Boys, string 

trio will play the cocktail lounge. 
Bookings arranged through new 

tieup between French Casino Corp. 


| and Consolidated Radio Artists. 





Sam Coslow will provide the mu- 
sie for ‘Turn Off the Moon’ at Para- 
mount, . 


First cop it 


yes- | 


incommuni- 





Too Easy 


Tokyo, Dec. 3. 

Weintraub’s ‘Syncopators, ork 
currently playing at the Nippon 
Gekijo, was bothered so much 
by the police stopping them to 
ask questions about thei: na- 
tionalities, ages and what not, 
they decided to save time by 
having cards printed in Eng- 
lish, Freneh and German, giv- 
ing their past histery, 
was tried on 
couldn't read any ef the lan- 
Zuages used, so an interpreter 
had to be called in anway. 

No one thought ef 
‘em printed in Japanese. 


Philly Unien, 
WB Lay Dispute 
In Weber's Lap 


having 











Philadelphia, Dec. 15. 

Unable to make any progress 
toward settlement of their strike, 
{local music union officials and War- 
ner Bros. local execs Thursday (17) 
| will go to New York to lay the dis- 
| put before Joseph Weber, national 
junion head. That was about the 


| P P 
|only point en which conferees could | 


|agree after a five-hour huddle yes- 
|terday (Monday). 

Union is picketing all WB houses 
l|here. Spending $1,200 weekly on 
pickets, the treasury is rumored 
running low en funds and the union 
is now paying pickets with vouchers, 
supposedly payable when and if. 

Americo A. Tomei, whose re-elec- 
| tion as president two weeks ago in- 
| dicated no wavering in union morale, 

has been bedded almost all week 
| with a heavy cold, but got up yes- 
lterday to attend the meeting with 
| WB execs. 
Dispute continues to center over 
| wages and hours ef musicians in pit 
| bands at both downtown and nabe 
| houses. Originally it centered on 
|terms for nabe houses, but split is 
now figured covering virtually all 
aspects of question. 

Proposal, entered at union meet- 
| ing last week, that music union form 
| working agreement with waiters’ 
| union, was voted down. It may 
| come up again. 


Santly’s 5 Tunes From 
+ 933 Hrs.’s Cohen’s, Too 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

While on the Coast, Lester Santly 
of Santly Bros.-Joy, Inc., grabbed 
publishing rights to five songs writ- 
ten by Ted Koehler and Sammy 
Stept for ‘2342 Hours Leave,’ pro- 
duced by Douglas MacLean. 

Santly also closed for rights to all 
music used in forthcoming produc- 
tions by Emanuel Cohen. 


} 
| 
| 
| 














Most Played on Air 


To familiarize the trade with 
the tunes most on the air 
around New York, the follow- 
ing songs were mest played on 
the networks last week. Com- 
bined plugs on WEAF, WJZ 
and WABC are computed for 
the week from Sunday through 
Saturday night ‘Nov. 29- 
Dec. 5). 

Saturday night (Dec. 6-12). 





I've Got You Under My Skin 
I'm in a Dancing Mood 
Pennies From Heaven 

I'll Sing 1,000 Leve Songs 
It’s De-Lovely 

Chapel in the Moonlight 
Night is Young 

Talking Thru My Heart 
Plenty of Money and You 
Did You Mean It? 

Organ Grinder’s Swing 

You Do the Darndest Things 
You Turned the Tables en Me 
Tain’t Good 

Here’s Love in Your Eye 
Way You Look Tonight 
Easy to Love 

Someone te Care 

When My Dreamboat Comes 
There’s Something in the Air 
There’s Frost on the Moon 
Tea on the Terrace 

Let’s Grow Old Together 
Who Loves You? 

Seuth Sea Island Magic 











‘New Can. Music Fee Sked Facing 
— Attack From All Sides; Theatres, 
Radio, Hotels, Etc., Enter Squawks 





Montreal, Dec. 15. 
Newly government-appointed 
Copyright Appeal Board appears to 
be in for a hot session when it meets 


for the first time this Friday (18) to | 


listen to the objections of music 
users to the tariff schedule which has 
been proposed by the Canadian Per- 
|forming Rights Society. The com- 
| plainants will represent the theatre, 
broadcasting, hotel and allied amuse- 
ment industries, which have already 
grouped themselves for legislative 
purposes into an organization labeled 
the Musical Protective Society of 
Canada. 


As collection agency for the Brit- | 


ish Performing Rights Society and 
the American Society of Composers, 
| Authors and Publishers, the CPRS is 
| demanding that the present perform- 
|} ing rights tariff be tilted, while the 
Musical Proteetive Society is intent 
upen gaining further reductions in 
|the current rates. Latter scale was 
;\drawn up by Judge Parker and 
adopted by the government following 
| the Royal Commission probe of two 
years ago into the Dominion’s per- 
forming rights situation. 

The stipulation that CPRS would 
| demand a lump annual fee of $70.000 
from the broadcasting industry, this 
| to be allocated among all stations by 
| the Canadian Association of Broad- 
| casters and the Canadian Broadcast- 
|ing Corp., jointly, has been acceded 
| to by the MPS in a conference prior 
| to the appearance before the Copy- 
| right Appeal Board. It will be point- 
|ed out, however, by the MPS that 


| agreement to the $70,000 payment is 


| based on the assumption that the | 


|CPRS represents that it owns or con- 
| trols performing rights in and to 
substantially all the current supply 
of music. Should the eventuality 
arise, the MPSC will point out, that 
any other performing right society 
or person establishes a substantial 
claim to any music rights within 
| Canada, a downward revision of the 
| present tariff schedule will be 
| sought. 





Radio Angle 


Reduction in broadcasting fees 
| will also be asked, should CPRS lose 
any substantial portion of its present 
repertoire. Station representatives 
will also claim that the CPRS provi- 
sion for an increase of 25% where 
fees are not payable in advance an- 
nually is inconsistent and should be 
deleted. Broadcasters will also in- 
sist before the Copyright Appeal 
Board that the tariff for performance 
of individual works should specifi- 
cally exclude broadcasting on the 
ground that the present tariff classi- 
fication covering radio use of music 
completely covers all payments to be 
made by stations. 

Because of the bookkeeping preb- 
lem and the more serious possibility 
of internal friction in allocating in- 
dividual station payments toward the 
$70,000 annual radio fee to CPRS, 
representatives of the Canadian As- 
sociation of Broadcasters and the Ca- 
nadian Broadcasting Corporation will 
suggest that CPRS allocate the sta- 
tion amounts. If the Appeal Board 
complies with this request, CPRS 
will be shouldered with the respon- 
sibility, and the attendant intricacies 
of area surveys, etc., of collecting 
the $70,000 annual fee. 

While in accord with the pres- 
ent tariff of 10c per seat per an- 
num, certain representatives of the 
theatre industry will submit to the 
Appeal Board that consideration be 
given in cases where a theatre is 
| closed for any reason during a part 
| of the year. While this would apply 
| renovation periods, the chief ben- 
eficiaries would be the owners or op- 
_erators of theatres in certain areas of 
| seasonal activity, i.e., lumbering and 
| fishing. 

Officials of the Canadia National 
| Exhibition, who claim that this an- 
! 
' 
{ 





nual two weeks’ fair is exempt from 
| paying fees under the Copyright 
| Amendment act of 1936, will also 
wage a battle over the CPRS sched- 
| ule for outdoor attractions. The pres- 
ent rate is 4c per person for the first 
|.10,000; 3c for the next 15,000: 
| 2c for the next 25,000, Ie for the next 
50,000; 34c for the next 300,000; 2c 
for additional attendance. Total at- 
tendance at the C.N.E. is always over 
the 1,500,000 mark, and has topped 
| 2,000,000; hence the battle. 


| Representatives of the Hotel Asso- 
_ciation of Canada will also appear 
| before the Copyright Appeal Board 
|te protest against the fee on receiv- 
ling sets in guest rooms, now based 
on reom capacity. Hotel spokesmen 
will claim that there are many hotels 
in which the number of receiving 
sets in guest rooms is small in rela- 
tion to the total room capacity: The 
question of the seasonal slackening 
ef hotel business, particularly in the 
vacation areas, will also be presented 
to the Appeal Board. 
Protest against radio tariff as ap- 
plied to public conveyances will be 
recorded on behaHl of the railways, 
bus lines and taxicab companies. 
CPRS will also be attacked regard- 
|ing the tariff levy imposed on civie 
i|bands which give free public con- 
|certs throughout the summer in city 
parks. While the bands are willing 
to pay CPRS the annual license fee 
it levies, the further payment for use 
ef certain music is claimed to be 
| Overlapping and unfair. Race track 
operators also plan to sidestep all 
music fees, and will fall in line with 
| the C.N.E. Steamship company, whose 
officials will be present to complain 
that the $2.50 per 50 passengers is 
| excessive. 


Robbins Back 
West; Miller 
Deal Looks Set 


Virtually set on a takeover of 
|Miller Musie, Inc., his second im- 
|portant music publishing deal dur- 
|ing his two-month sojourn east, Jack 
|Robbins went back to the Coast this 
past weekend. He took along as a 
;heuse guest Maurice Richmond, his 
uncle, who 25 years ago took Reb- 
bins out of a Boston school and put 
him into his music house. Even- 
tually the firm became known as 
Richmond-Robbins, later Robbins- 
Engel (Harry) and then Robbins 
Music Corp., until Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer bought 51° control of the 
firm, retaining its head to run the 
works. 

Richmond, who was engaged by 
the music industry to run the Music 
Dealers Service, Inc., its self-oper- 
ated jobbing business, later lent his 
name to the Richmond MDS ser- 
vice, when the music pubs decided 
it wasn’t such a good thing to be 
worried about jobbing its merchan- 
dise through a common outlet. 

Richmond’s 26-year-old son, Larry, 
has been running the biz while the 
vet music pub and jobber has been 
taking it easy. Current Coast so- 
journ is for recuperative health pur- 
poses. 

When and if Miller Music, Inc., is 
technically consummated as a Rob- 
bins-Metro subsidiary, Will Rock- 
well, present professional and execu- 
tive head, will carry on as the oper- 
ator of the firm. Charlie Miller, vet 
music editor of Harms, Inc., before 
starting his own organization, will 
probably wind up on the Coast un- 
der Robbins’ studio auspices. 

The Universal Film deal with 
Robbins-Feist was the major of the 
two deals Robbins and his attorney, 
Julian T. Abeles, closed a fortnight 
ago. Still another deal, now pend- 
ing, is with RKO-Radio studios, for 
similar music publishing coopera- 
tions. 














K. C. Union’s New Preay, 


Kansas City, Dec. 15. 

For first time in eight years A. W. 
Luyben was not reelected president 
of Local 34, American Federation of 
Musicians. Floyd Zook swept into 
the prexy roost by a large majority. 
Other officers elected last week were: 
Bruce Thomas, vice-president; Frank 
| Lott, treasurer, and Fred Joste. sec- 
retary. 
| A new board of directors also in is 
;comprised of Mark Conway, James 
| Holsman, Sam Lighter, William Kintz 
and Frank Thompson. 
































52 VARIETY 


i a 





MUSIC 








Pubs Must Buy 
36 Xmas Gifts 


In 5-and-Dime 








Publishers were cautioned in a 
circular letter from the Music Pub- | 
lishers’ Protective Association last | 
week that they would have to exer: | 
cise discretion about the Christmas 
gifts they give band leaders and 
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GAZING AT A BLAZING 
FIRE 


LONESOME GUITAR 


WHO SAID THERE AIN'T 
NO SANTA CLAUS? 





NIGHT 
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OH, SAY, CAN YOU 
SWING? 
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IN YOUR EMBRACE 
RUMBAS 
SPIC AND SPANISH 
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| FLASH ——Just Released 
| 
| 


Summer Night 


_ The Little House 
- That Love Built 


Your Eyes Have 
| Told Me So 


‘Sung by JAMES MELTON 
“SING ME A LOVE SONG” 


A Cosmopolitan Production 
Released by First National 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. 


| 1250 Sixth Avenue, RCA Bldg., N. ¥. 
| CHARLIE WARREN, Prof. Mgr. 
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' | for any ‘Gone With the Wind’ music. | 


mike vocalists if they don’t want to | 
come in conflict with the music in- 
dustry’s code on unfair trade prac- 
tices. Any expensive gift would be | 
regarded as a violation of the code, | 
according to the circular. 

John G. Paine, MPPA chairman. | 
who signatured the letter, explained | 
that the gift would have to be ‘in 
fact’ a seasonal greeting, and that) 
anything which carried the possi- 
bility of putting the recipient under 
obligation to the publisher would be 
treated as a bribe. Fact that the gift | 
was addressed to a member of t' 4 
band leader’s family would make no 
difference. 

Among pubs, the Paine letter was | 
interpreted as restricting their give- 
aways to remembrance cards. 


Music Notes 





Harry Squires, former indie agent, 
has joined Consolidated Radio 
Artists. 





Irving Berlin, Inc., through David 
O. Selznick, has publishing rights 


| 





Richard A. Whiting and Johnny 


Tunesters re- 


| cently turned in ditties for ‘Ready, 


Willing and Able,’ at WB. 


Charles Henderson, 


new Universal contract; has been 


| loaned to 20th-Fox to work on the 


v 

i sada 
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Remick 
LL SING YOU 


A THOUSAND 
LOVE SONGS 


















A New, Terrific Hit! 


GEE! BUT 
YOU’RE SWELL 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bidg., N. Y. 
CHARLIE WARREN, Prof, Mer. 


























Greatest Gold Diggers Score 
(Gold Diggers Lullaby) 


With Plenty of 
| Money and You 


_ All’s Fair in Love and War | 
Let’s Put Our Heads 
Together 
Speaking of the Weather 


From “Gold Diggers of 1937” 


From “White Horse Inn” 
BLUE EYES 
WHITE HORSE INN 


_1 CANNOT LIVE WITHOUT 
YOUR LOVE | 


HARMS, Ine. RCA Bidg.. N. ¥. 














ROCCO VOCCO, Gen. Mgr. 





Irving Berlin pic, ‘On the Avenue.’ 





Jack Scholl, who collabed on tunes 
for ‘Cherokee Strip’ at Warners, also 
is playing a bit in the film. Scholl 
previously was an actor. 





Teddy Pedersen, 
leader, visiting New 
couple weeks. Pedersen’s 


stand is the Wivex restaurant, Co- 
penhagen, 





Lou Holzer, Joe Goodwin and 
Larry Shea collabed on ‘Ranch in 
the Sky.’ Published by Milton Weil. 





Jan Garber has penned a new or- 
chestration entitled ‘Rhythm o’Clock.’ 





‘Lovable,’ new song of George 
Bugbee, sports editor of The Press- 
Scimitar and former Texas orches- 
tra leader, had its radio premiere 
over WREC, Memphis, 
Played by Leonard Keller’s Hotel 
Peabody Orchestra. 





Meyer Davis orchestras in Florida 
and Bermuda during the month in- 
clude Roy Comfort, Winoy Park 
hotel, St. Petersburg, Fla., on Dec. 
12; Walter Miller, Breakers hotel, 
Palm Beach, on Dec. 15; Earl Fox, 
Princess hotel, Bermuda, Dec. 21; 
Allen Subel, Carlouel Yacht Club, 
Clearwater, Fla., Dec. 31; Al Davies, 
Clarendon, Daytona Beach, Fla., Dec. 
31; Lon Chassy, Hollywood Beach 
hotel, Hollywood, Fla. Dec. 31: 
Bernie Dolen, McFadden Deauville. 
Miami Beach, Dec. 31; Bill Marshall, 
Ponce de Leon, St. Augustine, Fla., 
Jan. 9, and Cy Delman Kentuckians, 
Whitehall, Palm Beach, on Jan, 15. 


| KXBY, Kansas 


signed to aj| 


Saturday. | 
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Here and There 





(Continued from page 46) 
by Chelsea’s Neediest Families Com- 
mittee. Others to participate in the 
program are Vincent Lopez, Thelma 
Votipka, George Standing, Sigurd 


| Nilssen, Sidney Smith, and the choir 


from Old St. Peter’s. 





WFBM, Indianapolis, got the call 
on the ‘Gold Diggers of 1937° air- 
tour prepared script. “Was put on 15 
minutes, Monday (7) with the ten 
pix beauties and Fred Lawrence, 
who arrived on the special plane in 
Indianapolis Sat. (4) a.m. and 
left today (8) for Kansas City. Made 
personal appearance at Lyric, vaude- 


film house, Monday eve. (7). 


Harry McTigue, former WIRE, In- 
dianapolis, sports announcer, now 
managing the Drug Trade Products 
air-show on WGN, Chicago, received 
one of the six engraved gold time- 
pieces given by General Mills to 
sport announcers. 








City, last 
took up their option on Walt Loch- 


| Mercer are writing song numbers} man’s yearly contract. Lochman is 
| for Rudy Vallee’s forthcoming War- 
| ner pic, ‘Mr. Melody.’ 





broadcasts plus inspirational articles. 


| Steel Corp, ordered 10,000, 
| 





week | 





Joe Weed named national sales 
representative for Station WNEW, 
New York, last week, 





France Laux, sports announcer, 
KMOX, recovering from appendec- 


| tomy operation at St. John's hospital, 


St. Louis. 





Schubert, director of St. 
Louis German theatre, has inaugu- 
rated a new German program on 
KMOX three times weekly for Kelly 
Clothing Co. 


Willy 


Edgar Kobak home several 
from Lord & Thomas with flu, 
Bess Winburn, formerly with Max 
Factor’s cosmetics, now doing radio 
dramatics on Philip Morris program. 





WF AB, 


Joe Ryan, manager of 
N. Y., laid low with the flu. 





Niles, Field & Associates, station 
reps, has added station WABI, Ban- 
gor, Me., to its list. 


Bob Steel, from west coast, new 


| announcer at WTIC, Hartford. 


station’s ace sports announcer and 
last fall tied for first prize in Gen- 
eral Mills’ baseball-announcer’s con- 
| test. 

Ken Ellington, WFBM, Indianap- | 
| olis, newscaster, guest speaker for) 


Indiana University extension class in 
‘Radio Script Writing.’ Blanche 
| Young, who regularly teaches this 


| class, en route to Washington, D. C., | 


to attend first national conference on 
educational broadcasting for 
| days. 


| 
| 





; | Tex Fletcher, ‘Lonely Cowboy’ on 
Danish band| WOR. New York, getting a part in| 





entire staff, including announcers, 
| operators and engineers, can attend 
|Prexy Ben QGimbel’s 
| shindig at Penn A. C, 


j 
| 





Marx Loeb is new assistant pro- 


three 


¥ork for a/the ‘Git Along Little Dogie’ legit } 
regular | show. 


| 


| 


WIP, Philadelphia, will sign off| their Dec. 
| hour early Saturday (19) night so} Shrine 


Gaudet 
in New 


with World 
York. 


Laura C. 
Broadcasting 


ford. 


Frim Sisters, who have been on 


Shell Chateau and Luckies, are sing- | 


ing for KWK, St. Louis. 





Previ- | 


—. 
—— 


























B.B. Harms Co. 


| Presents | 


CLOSE | 
TO 
ME — 


Definitely, the Big Waltz Hit 








| LOVE—WHAT ARE YOU. 


| DOING TO MY HEART | 


eo 
Harms Co., 1250 Sixth Ave, 
RCA Bldg., N. Y. 


ROCCO VOCCO, Gen. Mgr. 


Zz. BB 








: LL 
| « 

Presents 
| 


The Sensational Ballad 


| When My 


| 
| 
Dream Boat 





| | 
{ 


Woody Woods, p. a. for WHO, Des | 


Moines, to Washington for confer- 


ence on education in radio. 





WHO Iowa Barn Dance Frolic fea- 
tured the famous Cherry Sisters on 
12 broadcast from the 
auditorium. -They shared 
honors with Phillip Morris’ ‘Little 
Johnnie,’ who appeared in the same 


Christmas | show. 





Iowa web’s contribution to the 
Mutual coast-to-coast celebration 


| gram director at WIP, Philly, team- ; will be Orville Foster orchestra, 


|}ing with Margaret Hanley as lieu- 
| tenant to Jimmy Allan. 





| Chester Lauck and Norris Goff 
| (Lum and Abner) while in Louis- 
| ville to fill an engagement at the 
Ben Ali theatre, talked business with 
C. R. Valentine, a licensed horse 
trainer who was commissioned to 
| cast about for a likely coming three- 
year-old prospect that had Derby 
possibilities, 


4 











Glen Parker exiting as mikeman 
for WMCA, New York, to join an- 
nouncing staff of CBS. Meantime 
Joseph Boley comes in as spieler 
from KQV, Pittsburgh. 





Gabriel MHeatter, WOR-Mutual 
Broadcasting commentator, has 
| scripted a book called ‘Faith,’ which 
lis to be issued day before Xmas by 
| Haddon Craftsmen at $2.50 a throw. 
{Contains reprints of some of his 








Last Week's 25 Best Sellers 





National best sellers in sheet m 
lar chart in Variety every week 


lations, shown elsewhere on this 


in the air plugs. 

Chapel in the Moonlight..... 
*Pennies From Heaven ., 
tIt’s De-Lovely 0+ e0eedee 
*Way You Look Tonight ........ 
South Sea Island Magic...... 
*I’ll Sing 1,000 Love Songs....... 
*I’ve Got You Under My Skin... 
Organ Grinder’s Swing ........ 
*When Did You Leave Heaven? 


Santa Claus is Coming to Town. 
*Talking Thru My Heart 
Did You Mean It? ... 


When My Dream Boat Comes tn. 
SE SED are cha bc usa os esleec 
Love, What Are You Doing?. 
+*Night is Young 
22, SRR eee 
*You Do the Darndest Things..., 
*Easy to Love .. : 

*+Midnight Blue ite’ 
*Here’s Love In Your Eye 


eee eeee 














others are pops. 


comparing the selling relativity to the most-played-on-the-air tabu- 


the best selling 25 are included; only the title of the song is recorded 


*You Turned the Tables on Me... 


*One, Two, Button Your Shue . , . vi 8 


*eeeeeeeensad 


*With Plenty of Money and You... es 
* Indicates filmusical song. + Indicates stage production song. The 


usic this past week will be a regu- 
. The trade will be interested in 


page. Song title and publisher of 


f 


... Shapiro 

. Select 
coccccccecccvcccccccces Chappell 
Ccccccccccccccocccecees Chappell 
ecccccccccccececccceces elect 
eoevccccscscess REMICK 
eer ceececvcvccseseceess-Chappell 
eccccvccccccccccccccccs sEXCIUSIVE 
cecccccccccess -RODDINS 
.. Movietone 


eee eeeeereeereeseeeees 


eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


eee eeeereee 


.Feist 
++.-Famous 
occcccccccesoes -BCTIIN 
..-select 
.+..Witmark 
eenes T. B. Harms 


.Words & Music 
eoccccccess elect 

rer ry re cocccccceccce- MOVietone 

. Chappell 
Robbins 


....-Harms, Inc. 


i 
j 
| 


| 





Dick Teela and Gwynie Neil as High 
and Low, Aileen Grennell, Dale 
Morgan as m.c, and Bill Spargrove 
as narrator, 





Priscilla Wayne, Des Moines Reg- 
ister and Tribune colunmist, heading 
the Iowa network’s show in Christ- 
mas Road charity drive, 

Dr. Pepper beverage on special 
Dixie network each Sunday after- 
noon from Dallas has taken WSGN, 
replacing WAPI, Birmingham, 





Clyde Penny joins WTAR Norfolk 
from WBIG, Greensboro, N, C, 





Harriet Hilliard returns to Robert 
Ripley’s Baker’s program Dec, 27. 
She will remain with Ozzie Nelson 
and Ripley until recalled to Holly- 
wood by RKO for additional film 
chores, 





Tony Bernander, production man- 
ager of- WNBR, Memphis, and 
Katheryn Williams, staff pianist of 
WMC, slated for marriage Dec. 19, 





Warner Bowden, commercial 
agent for WMC, has been elected 
a director of the Memphis Junior 
Chamber of Commerce. 





Bernice Welch of Utica new staff 
vocalist at station WSYR, Syracuse. 


Eddie Lambert Set as 
Pro Mgr. of Marks 


Eddie Lambert has become profes- 
sional manager of the Edward B. 
Marks Music Co. . 

He was formerly with Harms, Inc., 
and Witmark. 








MILLS’ ANNUAL CONFAB 


Jack Millis has called in the dis- 


| trict managers of Mills Music, Inc., 


for their annual h.o, conference this 
week, 

Out-of-town huddlers will include 
Maurice Staub of Chicago, Leonard 
Wilson of Cleveland, Jack Levinson 
of Boston, and Jack Ecoff of Phila- 
delphia. 

CRAWFORD’S SHEET DEAL 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Crawford Music Co. will handle 


| Sheet music on seven tunes in the 


Pinky Tomlin-Toby Wing picture, 
| ‘With Love and Kisses,’ for Maurice 
| Conn, 


| 








Producer closed previously with 
Brunswick for discs, 


fe RES ee RES es ieee oe 


Comes Home 


Thru the Courtesy of Love 


M. WITMARK & SONS 
1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bldg., N. Y. 
CHARLIE WARREN, Prof, Mgr, 
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EO 
\— FLASHES — | 
bias THE 
“THE 
WORLD 
IS MINE” 


(TONIGHT) 


THE NEW BALLAD 
SENSATION! 


SAM FOX 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
RCA BVILOING RADIO CITY 


NEW YORK 





The New 


Schwartz and Dietz Hit 


“UNDER 
YOUR 


SPELL”’ 


Featured by Headliners 
of the Air! 


|” MOVIETONE 
MUSIC CORPORATION 


SAM FOX PUBLISHING CO e Agent 
1250 SIXTH AVENUE 


NEW YORK 











Will Hudson’s Latest 


The Moon Is 

Grinning At Me 

That’s What You 
Mean To Me 


COPPER COLORED GAL 
ALABAMA BARBECUE 
DOIN’ THE SUZI-Q 


From 
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VARIETY 53 





~ NOVEMBER MUSIC SURVEY _ SHEET, RECORD 


THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECORDS GATHERED FROM THE REPORTS | 


oF SALES MADE DURING NOVEMBER. BY THE LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISC DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 





6 Best Sellers in Sheet Music as Reported by Leading Jobbers 




































































se NEW YORK CHICAGO LOS ANGELES 
cong—Ne. 1 ‘The Way You Look Tonight’ ‘The Way You Look Tonight’ = | Ste Way You Leck Tenight | 
Bong—No. 2 ‘When Did You Leave Heaven?’ ‘When Did You Leave Heaven” ‘South Sea Island Magic’ 
Song—No. 3 ‘T'll Sing You 1,000 Love Songs’ ‘South Sea Island Magic’ ‘When Did You Leave Heaven?’ 
Bong—No. a ‘South Sea Island Magic’ ‘Chapel in the Moonlight’ Til Sing You 1,000 Love Songs’ 
Bong—No. 5 ‘Chapel in the Moonlight’ ‘A Fine Romance’ ‘A Fine Romance’ __ “% 7 
Bong—No. 6 ‘A Fine Romance’ nd the Moo : 


— 


‘Me and the Moon’ 











‘Tm an Old Cowhand’ 





5 Leading Phonograph Labels Report 6 Best Sellers 
Side responsible for the major sales only is reported. Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for 
the sales, both sides are mentioned: 





— 











RECORDS RETAILING AT 75c 





BRUNSWICK—Ne. 1 





BRUNSWICK—Ne. 2 





‘My Melaneholy Baby’ ‘I Cried for You’ 
(Teddy Wilson Orch.) 


‘Who Loves You?’ (Ted Wolfson Orch.) 


‘Who Loves You?’ ‘With Thee I Swing’ 
(Teddy Wilson Orch.) 





“Who Leves You?’ ‘With Thee I Swing’ 
(Teddy Wilson Orch.) 


‘Way You Look Tonight’ (Ted Wolfson 
Orch.) 


‘Way You Look Tonight’ (Teddy Wilson 
Orch.) 








BRUNSWICK—Ne. 3 





‘Way You Look Tonight,’ ‘Easy te Love’ 
(Teddy Wilson Orch.) 


‘It’s De-Lovely’ (Leo Reisman Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—Ne. 4 


‘Way You Look Tonight,’ ‘Pick Yourself 
Up’ (Fred Astaire, Johnny Green 
Orch. ) 


‘Pennies From Heaven’ ‘Hal 


Kemp 
Orch.) 


‘Better Get Off Your High Horse,’ ‘Sum- 
mer Night’ (Russ Morgan Orch.) 


‘A Fine Romance’ (Fred Astaire, Johnny 
Green Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—Ne. 5 


‘Fine Romance,’ ‘Waltz in Swing Time’ 
(Johnny Green Orch.) 


‘Chapel in the Moonlight’ (Nat Brand- 
wynne Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—Ne. 6 





‘It’s De-Levely,’ ‘You’ve Got Something’ 
{Leo Reisman Orch.) 


‘Melancholy Baby’ (Ted Wolfson Orch.) 


‘Organ Grinder’s Swing’ (Hudson-De- 

_Lange Orch.) 

‘It Happened in Chicago,’ 
(Freddy Martin Orch.) 





‘Scared’ 





COLUMBIA—Ne. 1 


‘Balleonacy,’ ‘Barrethouse’ 
Rhythm Orch.) 


(Mills Blue 


‘Barrelhouse’ 
(Orch. ) 


(Mills Blue Rhythm 





COLUMBIA—Neo. 2 


‘Moon Is Grinning at Me,’ ‘Showboat 
Shuffle’ (Mills Blue Rhythm Orch.) 





‘Showboat Shuffle’ (Mills Blue Rhythm 
Orch. ) 





COLUMBIA—No. 3 





‘Whatcha Gonna Do?’ ‘It All Begins and 
Ends’ (Frank Froeba Orch.) 


‘Organ Grinder’s Swing’ (Frank Froeba 
Orch.) 


‘Seuth Sea Island Magic,’ ‘The Palm 
Trees Sing Aloha’ (Andy Iona Orch.) 


‘Organ Grinder’s Swing’ (Frank Froeba 
Orch. ) 





‘Moon Is Grinning at Me,’ ‘Showboat 





COLUMBIA—Neo. 4 


COLUMBIA—Ne. 5 


‘Ride, Red, Ride,’ ‘Congo Caravan’ (Mills 
_ Blue Rhythm Orch.) 


‘When My Baby Smiles at Me,’ ‘Keep 
a Little Sunshine in Your Heart (Ted 
Lewis Orch.) 


‘It AH Begins and Ends With You’ 

__(Frank Froeba RE 

‘Merry-Go-Round’ (Mills Blue Rhythm 
Orch. ) 








COLUMBIA—Ne. 6 





‘Seme of These Days,’ ‘Bugle Call Rag’ 
(Ted Lewis Orch.) 





‘In a Sentimental Mood’ (Mills Blue 


Rhythm Orch.) 


Shuffle’ (Mills Blue Rhythm Orch.) 


‘Ride, Red, Ride,’ ‘Congo Caravan’ (Mills 

__ Blue Rhythm Ored.) 

‘Rhythm of the Waves,’ ‘My Hawaii’ 
(Danny Stewart Orch,) 





‘Ev’ryone Is Singing Hawaiian,’ ‘Fare- 


well, My Honolulu Sweetheart’ (Dan- 
ny Stewart Orch.) 





VICTOR—Ne. 1 


“You Turned the Tables,’ ‘There’s Love 
in Your Eye’ (Benny Goodman Orch.) 





VICTOR—Ne. 2 





‘Love Me or Leave Me,’ ‘Exactly Like 
You’ (Benny Goodman Orch.) 





‘Exactly Like You’ (Benny Goodman |‘Way You Leok Tonight’ (Guy Lom- 
Orch.) bardo Orch.) 
‘Chapel in the Moonlight’ (Richard | ‘I'll Sing You 1,000 Love Songs’ (Eddie 


Himber Orch.) 


Duchin Orch.) 





VICTOR—Ne. 


‘Way You Look Tonight,’ ‘Fine Re- 
mance’ (Guy Lombardo) 


‘Riding High’ (Guy Lombardo Orch.) 


‘Chapel in the 
Himber Orch.) 


Moonlight’ (Richard 








3 
VICTOR—Ne. 4 
5 


VICTOR—No. 





‘It’s De-Lovely,’ ‘You’ve Got Something’ 
(Eddy Duchin Orch.) 


‘Organ Grinder’s Swing’ (Benny Good- 
__man Orch.) 


‘When Did You Leave Heaven?’ (Guy 
Lombardo Orch.) 





‘South Sea Island Magic,’ ‘Vll Sing 1,000 
Love Songs’ (Eddy Duchin Orch.) 





VICTOR—Neo. 6 


= 





‘Will You Remember,’ ‘Road to Par- 
adise’ (Wayne King Orch.) 





‘It’s De-Lovely’ (Shep Fields Orch.) 





‘You Turned the Tables on Me’ (Benny 
Goodman Orch.) 





‘Got You Under My Skin’ (Ray Noble 
Orch.) 





‘Organ Grinder’s Swing’ (Benny Good- 
man Orch.) 








RECORDS RETAILING AT 35c 





BLUE BIRD—Noeo. 1 


‘Chapel in the Moonlight,’ ‘You're 


‘Chapel in the Moonlight’ (Shep Fields 


‘Way You Look Tonight’ (Shep Fields 





Everything Sweet’ (Shep Fields Orch.) Orch.) 
Orch.) 
BLUE BIRD—No. 2 ‘It’s De-Lovely,’ ‘Wintertime Dreams’ | ‘It’s De-Lovely’ (Shep Fields Orch.) 


(Shep Fields Orch.) 


‘ll Sing You 1,000 Love Sengs’ (Tempo 
King Orch.) 





BLUE BIRD—No. 3 


‘Yeu Stole My Heart,’ ‘I Hate Myself’ 
(Zemepe Wea Orch.) 
‘Did You Mean It?’ ‘Floatin’ Down to 
Cotton Town’ (Charlie Barnet Orch.) 





‘You Do the Darndest Things’ (Charlie 
Barnet Orch.) 

‘Let’s Put Our Heads Together’ (Frank 
Daily Orch.) 





‘Chapel in the Moonlight’ (Shep Fields 

ag Orch.) 

‘When Did You Leave Heaven?’ (Charlie 
Barnet Orch.) 








BLUE BIRD—No. 


3 
BLUE BIRD—No. 4 
5 
6 


‘Let Me Call You Sweetheart,’ ‘Easy 
Like’ (Wingy Mannone Orch.) 


‘When My Dream Boat Comes Home’ 
(Shep Fields Orch.) 


‘You Turned the Tables on Me’ (Tempo 
King Orch). 





BLUE BIRD—Ne. 


‘I Was Saying to the Moon,’ ‘Swingin’ 
the Jinx Away’ (Tempo King Orch.) 


‘To Mary—With Love’ 
Orch.) 


‘Tempo King 


‘Organ Grinder’s Swing’ (Tempo King 
Orch.) 





‘Organ Grinder’s Swing,’ ‘Sleepy Time 
Gal’ (Jimmie Lunceford Orch.) 


‘Chapel in the Mconlight’ (Mal Hallett 
Orch. ) 


‘South Sea Island Magic’ (Bing Crosby) 





DECCA—Ne. 


‘Let’s Call a Heart a Heart,’ ‘Pennies 
From Heaven’ (Bing Crosby) 





‘I’m an Old Cowhand,’ ‘I Can’t Escape 
From You’ (Bing Crosby) 





2 
DECCA—Ne. 3 
DECCA—Ne. 4 

5 


‘Se Do I,’ ‘One, Two, Button Your Shee’ 
(Bing Crosby) 





DECCA—Ne. 


‘St. Louis Blues,’ ‘Sweet Sue’ (Joe Dan- 
iels Orch.) 





—_ 
DECCA—Neo. 6 


a 





‘On a Cocoanut Island,’ ‘To You, Sweet- 
heart Aloha’ (Louis Armstrong Orch.) 





‘Pennies From Heaven’ (Bing Crosby) 


‘Way You Leok Tonight’ (Henry King 
Orch.) 





‘Who Loves You?’ (Reggie Childs Orch.) 


‘Organ Grinder’s Swing’ (Jimmy Lunce- 
ford Orch.) 





‘Easy to Love’ (Henry King Orch.) 





‘Till Sing You 1,000 Love Songs’ (Henry 
King Orch.) 





‘You Do the Darndest Things’ 
Sanders Orch.) 


(Joe 





‘You Turned the Tables on Me’ (Jan 
Garber Orch.) 





‘You'll Have to Swing It?) (Chick Webb 
Orch.) 








‘St. Louis Blues’ ‘Joe Daniels Orch.) 





Inside Stuff—Music 


Moon’ and ‘Lost at Sea.’ 


credit Maurice Mag as collaborator, are ‘No Wonder I Smile,’ ‘September 





Francis Craig’s makes the first dance unit on a remote pickup which 


oe of Del Lyon, 51-year-old radio salesman, in Los Angeles Nov. 25, 

ad an ironic twist. Lyon’s sideline for years had been that of a song- 

— and it wasn’t until recently that one of his tunes, ‘The One Rose 
hat’s Left in My Heart,’ started to show signs of becoming a hit. Shapiro, 

hor estas & Co. acquired the publishing rights to the number after band 

for pre who had heard Decca’s recording of the number, made inquiries 

th copies. Lyon, with the tune’s co-author, Lani McIntire, had printed 
€ song themselves several years ago, but got nowhere with it. 





k QSM, Sydney, Australia, is using Variety’s Most Played tabulations to 
tate 'n touch with the performance popularity of the latest releases from 
vole, Alley and the Hollywood studios. Anzac station has arranged 
sup RB ge shipper of phonograph records in New York to keep QSM 
eae led with recorded versions of the tunes contained in these weekly 

ulations. Station will carry a weekly program billed as containing 


— numbers most performed in the U. S. A. and interpreted by the lead- 
ng American dance bands, 





Poise, marks the 10th annivers 
Ospit 

of th 
tions 


». 


ary of Jerry Vogel's privately gotten-up 
al charity. Tin pan alleyites and others in show business, knowing 
€ music publisher’s staunch work in the minicipal and state institu- 
» COntribute for the holiday time fund. 





ne Boniel, American songwriter now living in Paris, has had three 
5 ca published by Francis-Day and has two others coming out with the 
P of the Henry Lemoine Music Co. Trio with Francis-Day, which 





NBC has brought out of the south on a regular schedule. Craig, who is 


spotted at the Heritage hotel, Nashville, gets over the red (WEAF) link | 


through WSM for a half hour Monday nights. 

James Melton and Kenny Sargent, now with Casa Loma, got their air 
debut while with Craig's organization, and Phil Harris played the drums 
in the same outfit. 


Harry and Jeff Clarkson, father and son, writers of ‘Home,’ smash seller 
of 10 years ago, are back on Tin Pan Alley with a tune, ‘No Sun,’ which 
Jack Mills is publishing. Lou Leaman, who arranged for Mills, did the 
melody. 





Homer Capehart, whose Capehart automatic phonographs are first really 
catching on, with improved economic conditions, has been out of the firm 
for several years. He's now with Wurlitzer in N. Y. and interested in 
another type of automatic phonograph. 





Victor Young is being congratted by his Hollywood contemps for turn- 
ing out what is believed to be a record score for ‘Maid of Salem’ at 
Paramount. Within a week’s time he composed, arranged and directed 
632 pages of music. 








Al Dubin and Harry Warren have 
finished ‘Mr. and Mrs. Doakes,’ a 
torcher, and ‘My Silver Dollar Man,’ 
for the Bette Davis starrer, ‘Marked 
Woman, at Warners. 


Johnny Johnson’s band opened at 
Radisson hotel, Minneapolis, this 
week, to stay over the holiday sea- 
son. Returns to New Kenmore 
hotel, Albany, in mid-January, 


BIZ ON UP 
BEAT 


| New York, Dec. 15. 


Sheet music business brightened 
somewhat in November, but the go- 
ing didn’t get sharp until toward 
the end of the month, when such 
tunes as ‘In the Chapel in the Moon- 
|light’ (Shapiro) and ‘I'll Sing You 


| 1,000 Love Songs’ (Remick) proved 
to be the right hypos. Phonog raph 
record field maintained a particu- 
larly strong stride. 

Among the best seller sextet, the 
film tunes in November still held the 
balance of favor. Of the six, the 
non-filmers were ‘Chapel’ and ‘South 


| Sea Island Magic’ (Select). Rur- 
;ners-up for the month included 


| ‘Until the Real Thing Comes Along’ 


(Chappell), ‘A Star Fell Out of 
Heaven’ (Robbins), ‘Pennies from 
| Heaven’ (Select), ‘Me and the Moon’ 

(Berlin), ‘Talking Through My 


| Heart’ (Famous) and ‘Organ Grind- 
|}ers Swing’ (Exclusive). 

| ‘Chapel’ took the sales lead with 
|the turn into December and gives 
|indication of topping all others in 
| total turnover on the month. Other 
|numbers that show signs of promise 
jare ‘Here’s Love in Your Eyes’ (Fa- 
| mous), ‘Close to Me’ (T. B. Harms), 
|"Through the Courtesy of Love’ 
| (Witmark ), ‘Mickey Mouse’s Birth- 
day Party’ (Berlin), ‘When My 
Dreamboat Comes Home’ (Witmark ) 
j}and the ‘Night Is Young’ (Words & 
| Music). 

Benny Goodman accovnted for 
Victor's first two best during No- 
vember, while Shep Fields did the 
|same in the case of the same com- 
|pany’s cheaper label, Blue Bird. 
| Teddy Wilson went one better for 
Brunswick and garnered the first 
three places. In the case of Decca, 
| Jimmy Lunceford eased Bing Crosby 


| out of the ace position. 


| 











Chicago, Dec. 15. 

| Business throughout the musie 
| field perked considerably during No- 
| vember and is still on its climb, 
| with the peak of the season expected 
}in January, which is normally the 
| best music month. 

Plenty of close running in the 
sheet section, with ‘Me and the 
Moon’ just nosing out such songs as 
Tll Sing You 1,000 Love Songs,’ 
‘Pennies from Heaven’ and ‘Midnight 
Blue. Of course, ‘Chapel in the 
Moonlight,’ which nabbed the fourth 
spot in the November list, will head 
the December running by a wide 
margin. Looks like about the big- 
gest seller of the year on pace al- 
ready. Also coming strong, but 
which didn’t hit the blue ribbon list, 
was ‘It’s De-Lovely.’ 

With the standout exception of 
‘Chapel,’ most of the tunes in the 
platter section were swing and wah- 
wah numbers. Mills Blue Rhythm 
Band ran away with the Columbia 
list, which is having a pretty tough 
time lately due to infrequent re- 
leases: Ted Wolfson snatched three 
in the Brunswick parade; Benny 
Goodman rated three winners in the 
Victor list, while Shep Fields cor- 
ralled three for Bluebird. 


Smash Topper Out West 


Los Angeles, Dec. 15. 


Booming year for music biz looks 
, to be topped by smash Christmas 
| season. Pickup has already been 
felt in both records and sheet music. 
All disk companies report heavy sales 
| in 35¢ and 75c fields. 


Honors for past month go to 
Jerome Kern's ‘The Way You Look 
Tonight.’ Tune from Radio’s ‘Swing 
| Time’ copped No. 1 spot in sheet 
|music as well as two firsts in record 
listings. ‘Organ Grinder’s Swing’ is 
| holding up well. 
|in paper sales, Will Hudson’s num- 
| ber sold strongly in this bracket. 

‘Chapel in the Moonlight’ looks 
like the comer in sheet music here. 
| Sales very heavy in last few days 
|of November, but ‘Chapel’ hasn't 
| been on boards long enough to cop 
spot among first six. 


Among bands, Guy Lombardo 
came back on periodical spurt for 
| Victor. Teddy Wilson carried 
| Brunswick banner, while Fred As- 
taire-Johnny Green combo could 
hold only one place, this with ‘A 
Fine Romance.’ Benny Goodman 
came back after a lapse, taking last 
two Victor spots. 
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Gladys Cote Dies After Cage Mishap 


In Balto; Philly 


Baltimore, Dec. 15. 
Gladys Cote, 22, dancer, died at 
University hospital Friday (11) after 
having been mauled by a lion on the 
stage of the Hippodrome in the ‘Cir- 


cus de Paree’ unit three days pre- 
viously. 
Accident occurred at the supper 


Miss Cote, billed 
did a specialty 


show Tuesday (8). 
as Mlle. Manzone, 
dance in the cage with seven lions. 
At conclusion of her routine she was 
«customed to emitting a_ small 
shriek and waving a lace veil in face 
of one of animals, while the trainer, 
Noble Hamiter, fired several blanks. 





act, as the cur- 
excluding audi- 


_ At conclusion of 
tains whipped back, 


ence view, one of the beasts pounced 
Before Hamiter could reach | 
side of Miss Cote and drag off the | 
i by the ears, Miss Cote had been | : 
ae , | thanks for the wires and good wishes. 


on her. 


badly clawed. 
Hamiter had, apparently. 


remaining blanks in the revolver} 
when the lion first attacked. When 
that did not avail, he attacked the | 


animal with his hands to effect a 
rescue. 
Transfusion Doesn't Help 

At the hospital Miss Cote’s condi- 
tion was at first reported o.k., 
she expressed to visiting reporters 
the hope that she would be back in 
act within a month. Late Thursday 
evening gangrene set in in her} 
wounds. A blood transfusion was 
given by a professional donor after 
the Hipp’s manager, Bernie Seaman, 
three ushers and stage doorman Gus 
Brown were tested and turned down. 

‘Circus de Paree’ is current at 
Fay’s, Philly, but the lion act is not 
being used, due to ban established by 
the Fire Department there. Banning 
act was reported prompted by acci- 
dent here, although turn was not 
planning to use a girl dancer in cage, 
but just Hamiter pacing cats 
through stunts, as he did through 
last days of engagement here. 

Management of the Hipp on Fri- 
day (11) did some self-censoring on 
film current, ‘Pennies from Heaven’ 
(Col). There’s a bit in footage in 
which Edith Fellows is told,‘ If you’re 
not careful the lions will get you.’ 
The sequence was deleted for fear 
it would react on audiences this 
week. 

Coroner’s Verdict 

Yesterday (Monday) the coroner’s 
verdict held that Miss Cote’s death 
was ‘an unavoidable accident due to 
her own negligence.” Verdict was 
reached after 27 members of the 
‘Circus de Paree’ unit came down 
from Philly to testify. After hear- 
ing the testimony the police coroner 
said the dancer had evidently failed 
to take proper caution when work- 
ing in cage with cats because. of 
‘personal ambition and pique due to 
newspaper critics.’ 

Members of the unit testified that 
Miss Cote had resented unfavorable 
press comment on her act, which 
termed her turn in the cage ‘tame 
stuff.” Acts claimed she was always 
attempting to work out devious ways 
of making the turn appear ‘dan- 
gerous.’ 


DETROIT ‘GERRY’ LAW 
BARS KIDS UNDER 15 


Detroit, Dec. 15. 

Futile attempts to prosecute under 
present state law have prompted city 
officials to draft a city ordinance 
prohibiting professional appearances 
of minors in theatres. New law, now 
being prepared by Nathaniel H. 
Goldstick, assistant corporation coun- 
sel, is due for hearing before com- 
mon council next week. 

A committee, formed after numer- 
ous complaints from parents and the- 
atre-goers, charged that theatres 
evade present state law by disguising 
the minors as ‘amateurs,’ competing 
for prizes. The new ordinance is be- 
ing drafted ‘with teeth’ to prevent 
kids under 15 from making appear- 
ances whatsover in theatres and 
niteries. 











New Boss’ Changes 


Canton, Dec. 15. 

Dick Edwards, exploitation man, is 
the new promotional director of the 
Little Hofbrau, ace night club here. 
He will change the policy to three 
instead of two floor 
and also change the 
club. 

George Williams’ band 
10th week at the club. 


name ot 





no cart- | 


ridges on hand, having exploded the | doing 


| like 
ozoning, takes the Chief for Califor- | 
that kind of | 


and | 





Puts Ban on Lions 


lorph, ray May 
Again Go Vaudfilm' 


Dec. 


Memphis, 15. 

Orpheum, one of the 
Memphis theatres, on 
rental market, with 
ported good for its reopening with a 
vaudefilm policy, W. Harry 
Shreveport, La., capitalist, 
sidering the deal. 

Except for the recent showing 
George White's ‘Scandals,’ 
has been closed for 


the 
prospects 


is 


open 
re- 


Johnson, 


is con- 


ot 
Orpheum 
a year, 


Sirusiae tk 


By Happy Benway 





This correspondent knocked ‘Kid 
Pneumonia’ for the count. Many 


Brian Tracy, 
well, and 


out of the hospital, 
back at the 
lodge. 


Alice Carman, 
10 years 


who saw 
of this 


something 


Adirondack 


nia, where she will try 
air for a mess of sinus trouble. 
Bill Janney, 
last week, is back at the lodge, 
ter and stronger. 
Dolph Singer, who i: 
shot in and out of the big town for 
a week of look-see. Between cure 


bet- 


| periods he’s squibbing funny sayings | 


for the air. 


Alexander Woollcott, ogling this 


man’s town via dog sled while — 


ending at the Glenwood estate. 
and Mrs. Gerald »Murphy doing the 
host thing. 


John Louden, NVA-ite and veteran | by a show headed by Karyl Norman. | 


ozoner, producing a legit show for a/| 
local organization. 

Write to those that you know in 
Saranac and elsewhere that are sick. 





Frisco Goes Hollywood 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Joe Frisco will make his Holly- 
wood debut as an m.c. for the floor 
show at the Club Esquire. 
Comic is coming here 
Worth. 


from Ft. 


i 
| 


NVA | 


NVA lodging, | 


Hildegarde at Waldorf 


Hildegarde, NBC sustaining singer, 


will open a week’s engagement at 
the Sert Room of the Waldorf-As- 
toria, N. Y., Dec. 21. 

She replaces Eve Symington, 
|returns after the week’s layoff. Hil- 
| degarde also will play a _ return 
|sometime in January. 
‘orchestra has succeeded George Ham- 
|ilton. Veloz and Yolanda, dancers, 
stay on. 


STANLEY’S OWN XMAS 
SHOW AFTER 5 UNITS 





two largest | 


Pittsburgh, Dec, 15. 

After five straight units, Warners’ 
Stanley will build its own show for 
| Christmas week around Herbert 
| Mundin, flicker comic, and Johnny 
| Perkins. With latter will be Made- 
lyn Killeen and three other acts 
and possibly a chorus line to fill. 


Perkins was coming to town any- 
|} way for annual Variety Club-Pitts- 
burgh Press-KDKA Christmas milk 
fund campaign and date fits in with 
| his plans. 


| stage attractions few and far be- 
tween and possibilities of full season 
without occasional week of straight 
films looks more and more remote. 





who was operated on | 


Cushman Cracks Int’state 


Dallas, Dec. 15. 

| Wilbur Cushman has maintained 
headquarters in one of the Interstate 
| theatres here for 18 months but 
until last week 


to book a show on _  Hoblitzelle- 
r.| O'Donnell time. 
His first Interstate date will be 


the Majestic, Fort Worth, Jan. 7-9 | 
Through the local Music Corp. of 


| America office, Interstate also got 


Metropolitan, 
15. 


Houston, 


BAKER-HUDSON’S NEW ONE 
Dallas, Dec. 


i5. 
are building a new spot in 
Baker hotel here. Opened Dec. 
with Ted Fio Rito’s band. 





who 


< sman's | 
Leo Reisman s | the end of nearly all old variety shows, | 
| and was participated in by the entire) 
IRISH JUSTICE was one of} 
| the outstanding of all the after-pieces 
written and re-written | 


| company. 


| and has been 
| hundreds of times with as many dif- 


Stanley continuing to find suitable 


he had been unable | : 
robe and a battered high hat. 


| does 


Jan Garber and his orchestra for the | 
starting Jan. | 


Fenton Baker and Hayden Hudson | 
their | business. 
26 | 

' Judge, he’s the District Attorney and 


A A Page Out of Old Vaudeville 


By Joe Laurie, ae 


THE AFTER-PIECE 


{The AFTER-PIECE was played at 


| ferent versions. If the Judge was 
played by an Irish comedian tt was 
called ‘IRISH JUSTICE’; if a Dutch 
comic played the lead it was called 


‘DUTCH JUSTICE, 
comedtan played 
called ‘COLORED 
the author's 


TICE.) 


and if a blackface 
the Judge it was 
JUSTICE.’ This ts 
version of IRISH JUS- 


Scene:—Courtroom. Judge's desk 
up C. Prisoner’s Box L. Jury box 
R. Desk in front of Judge’s stand. 
Chair R and L for lawyer and dis- 
trict attorney. 

Cast:—Mike 
judge; Con, the district 
Guggenheim, an attorney; 
Welcome, court officer; 
victim of hard luck; prisoners, 
ness, jury, cops, ete. 

At opening:—Everybody, 
court except the Judge. 

Con:—(To Guggenheim) So 
you're a lawyer. How did it 
pen? 


the new 
attorney; 
Makeem 


O'Malley, 


is: 
now 
hap- 


Gugg:—The Judge fixed it for 
He wanted someone with him 
knew law so I went through the col- 
lege, and the Judge met me outside; 
now I'm a lawyer. 

Cop:—Here comes the new Judge. 
(Music plays ‘Wearing of the Green’ 
as Judge enters L, while everybody 
looks R. 
his arm and is black 
They 
all cheer as he gets up on stand and 
hat, 


dressed with 


funny business with his 


finally throwing it down). 


Judge:—Darn that hat, what’s the 


| matter with it? 
Gugg:—You got a swell head this 
morning. 
Judge:—There’s nothing wrong 
| with my head. It’s been raining. 


| This is one of those hats that shrink | 
| in the night. 


Con:—Oh, you got wet, did you? 


Judge:—I did, INSIDE. Now you 
cops do a run and chase up 
(Chorus exits) 
great business. I’m the 


this is a 





show world. 


manager. 


NEW YORK 











shows nightly, | 
the | 


is in its | 





154 West 46ih St. | 








! LOS ANGELES | 
1708 No. 


Not in Years, But in Service 


The true measure of the character of ‘VARIETY’ i 
service it performs as the leading newspaper of the entire 


Impartial and accurate in reporting news, expert in 
its reviews of all forms of entertainment, ‘VARIETY’ 
of its usefulness, is an indispensable aid to the artist and the 


For nearly a third of a century ‘VARIETY 
cled events of all fields of amusements. 
changes and transitions. 


Not years alone account for its unique place in 


journalism ; but years of service, of independence and of 
vision are the reasons. 


VARIETY 


3Ist Anniversary Edition 
To Be Published Late in December 





Reservations May Be Sent to Any Variety Office 


CHICAGO 


Vine S4.W, 


St. 


It has mirrored the 
Its own news gathering organiza- 
tion has steadily expanded until it encircles the globe. 


Randolph St. 








s the 


, because 


’ has chront- 


LONDON 
8 St. Martin’s Pl, 





Hooligan, | 


wit- | 
/a murderer, 


me. | 
who | 


He has large book under | 


some | 
Begorra, | 


| liceman 








oo ——-—_ 


| you’ re a liar—a lawyer. 
' bum sleeping there? 


Gugg:—He's the court crier. 


Judge: — (Judge hits policeman 
with bladder on head, who awakens. ) 


Who’ $s th it 


Get a can opener and open this 
' here court. 

Cop:—This court is now open 
Hear ye. Hear ye. 

Judge:—We hear ye, we ain't 
blind. What's the first case on the 
docket? 

Con:—The first case your honor 
is a case of bigamy 

Judge:—Bring in Big Annie. (Po. 
liceman executes a grotesque dance 
and exits. The Judge just barely 
misses him with the bladder.) Say 
what is this? A dance hall? (Enter 
| policeman with bigamist who goes 
|to stand.) Who's he been murder- 
l « © 
| ing? 

Con:—Your honor, this man is not 


he has TWO wives and 
the people demand he be punished. 


Judge:—Oh, the people are Non- 
Competus-mentus. I'm the court- 
house. (Raps desk with large bung 
starter, which frightens Gugg who 


jumps into policeman’s arms—after 
laugh, policeman drops him.) Have 
you anything to put before this court 


before the case goes to the jury’ 

Bigamist: — Would $10,000 be 
enough? (Takes out roll of bills.) 
(Everybody makes a grab for the 
| bills, but Hooligan enters” grabs 
money and exits.) 

Judge:—Are you guilty or not 
guilty? 

Bigamist:—You guess first Judge 

Judge:—Officer, remove the rub- 
bish. He's discharged. (Cop takes 


bigamist off.) 


Con:—I demand to know on what 


grounds you discharged the  pris- 
oner? 

Judge: — On the court - house 
grounds. 

Gugg:—But what kind of justice 
is this? 

Judge:—This is (local town) jus- 
tice. That man has TWO WIVES— 
I have ONE. He is punished 
enough. (Raps with mallet; Gugg 
and cop start a fight.) Order in this 
butcher shop. What's the next case 


on the docket? 


Con:—The next case your honor 


|is a case of assault and battery. 


Judge:—Bring them both in. (P0« 
exits with another funny 
dance and Judge again barely misses 
him with bladder.) That cop is fult 
of Lydia Pinkham’s medicine. (Cop 


| brings man in.) 


Con:—This man is charged with 
| hitting a cop. 

Judge:—That will cost you 11.50 
for hitting a cop. 

Man:—That’s cheap (hands over 


| money). 


Judge:—Say. that 11.50 means $ll 


}and 50 years in jail. 


Man:—But my doctor sez I won’t 
live over 20 years. 


Judge:—Well, do all you can of it. 


Take him away. (Policeman has 
fallen asleep and Judge hits him 
with bladder—cop runs off.) Next 


case. (Cop brings man in, which is 
Hooligan.) 


Con:—This prisoner is arrested for 


| stealing a nanny goat. 


Gugg:—Ill take this case. (Goes 
to Hooligan.) I'll get you out of 
this and all it will cost you is the 


mere sum of $10. (Hooligan shakes 
his head yes.) Now, when anyone 
says anything to you, don’t say 4a 
word, just make a sound like a 
nannygoat. (Both imitate goat.) 
I'm ready for the case, Judge. 
Judge:—Go ahead, I won't listen. 
Con:—This disreputable specimen of 
humanity is guilty, Your Honor, be- 
yond the shadow of a doubt. For 
with my own eyes I saw him in the 
company of the aforesaid goat. 


Gugg:—You never saw him with 
ja goat 
Con:—I did, too, see him with 4 
|} goat. (They both wrangle like two 
| kids.) 

Judge:—(Hitting them both with 
bladder.) [ll buy you kids a candy- 
| horse and if you don’t like it you can 
| liek it. 

Gugg:—Well,. Judge, he is not 


guilty and [ am here to prove it. 


Judge:—Well, prove it and I won't 
believe you. 

Gugg:—You see, Happy was going 
home one bright afternoon in the 
middle of the night and he found 
|lying in the road a lone piece of 
rope. 
| Judge:—Tin or wood? 

Guge:—Glass He took it home 
and when he got there he found [the 
goat playing on the other end vf 
the rope. 

Judge:—To this terrible charge 49 


(Continued on page 59) 
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4 shadow of Boulder Dam, is throwing | them into ‘nite clubs.’ | tion. With still a month to go, every | will be known as the ‘French Ca-| V8 supervision th theatrgnameer 
tice open the hostelry-gambling casino| There's such a deraand already for | frst-grade hotel in this area is al-| sino Revue.’ | ed will be operated, according to ann 
on the big night and expecting a run | acts in niteries that the vaude dates | ready ‘sold out,’ it being impossible| Fischer ‘and Stein had agreed, | BOuncement by Friedl. Operating 
ere f fil l A : won't be missed. Many turns will | eae: , *| partnership bec »s_ effectiv , 
jus- of film people. Arrowhead Springs vil'| now to get a reservation in the! through counsel, on a settlement for | P ip becomes effective Dec. 
s~ and Santa Barbara won't be lacking _ “wy three to six spots during | Shoreham, Mayflower and Carleton | the use of the ‘Folies Bergeres’ title, | 25- 
hed cond ang reg a studios. : House | e night. | wer ree 4 | in exchange for a fixed consideration ‘Cut-Throat’ Competition 
use parties on the hilltops overlooking | ctually, there’s a shortage of top-| plus the payment of some $6,000 ar- Interests ¢ : a 
this the village will go full blast. Detroit, Dec. 15. | flight niteries here, but those in ex-| rears due MCA under a previous | a, Se Siieg seaek Dunne came 
ase ~ Old '36 is sure of a jolly sendoff | Advance sales for special New istence will put it on heavy for the| deal. At the last minute Louis F. | tnd and to eliminate present ‘cute 
in these diggin’s. | Year’s eve shows at Detroit’s down- | visiting firemen. Shoreham and May-| Blumenthal, Jules Shapiro, et al., of | throat competition’ in the bidding for 
nor town first-run houses indicate com-| flower hotels both operate dance-| the theatre management, wouldn't’ : : 
, ke ’ stage attractions, eic., and to av 
- plete sellouts almost two weeks be- | and-dine rooms and are expected to| go through with it, although Fischer aay patieaemine war. etc, No Pron oe 
Po. N. O. Gets Ready fore date. Seats, all reserved, range | augment their bands with specialty | was amenable. is expected in the theatres’ policies 
any New Orleans, Dec. 15. from 50c top at the smaller spots to | talent. The Patio, 100-seat nitery in| Advent of the International Ca- | First-run opposition now ‘will be a 
3se3 With the town already crowded | $1.50 per at the two vaudfilmers, | the Carleton hotel, where a blood-| sino’s new show to be produced by | thing of the past in Minneapolis and 
full wit? visitors here for the races, and | Fox and Michigan. test is almost necessary to gain ad-| Jacques Charles, stager of the origi-| c+ Paul except for three sure-anater 
Cop the Sugar Bowl crowds still to come,}_ Two major houses have lined up | mittance, is now operating with just nal Folies Bergeres (Paris) revues, | houses, the Minneapolis and St. Paul 
. New Year's Eve this year may be the | strong shows. The Michigan will| an orchestra. A floor show goes in,| and Pierre Sandrini, impresario at! worjqs and Minneapol’; Time. Bill 
vith biggest and most hectic ever. bring in a special preview of ‘Gold| however, after Jan. 1. Hi-Ho Club, the Bal Tabarin, Paris, inspired) pou, will Piso ron ‘euaeaie ‘hie 
How to handle ’em will be the | Diggers of 1937’ (WB), along with town’s swankiest ‘open’ joint, is also| Fischer to the idea of reviving the subsequent-run Sevin'h ar an RKO 
1.50 problem that from now on will har-| Clyde Lucas ore and extra vaude oe onegtr p arg sors. to augment its| i-inerg Lo cdg cachend ag See Ale new / property his lease having two more 
Tass cafes. With the Roosevelt|acts. The Fox will line up with show for the inauguration. show. ea was to make it an an-| * Pwr ity ‘ 
ver hotel's three rooms able te accom-| Harry Richman on the stage and ? Stage Build-Up | nual show title, if possible. The |" a 
modate about 2,000, that will only | either latest Shirley Temple opus or D’Oyly Carte Opera Co. has been| ‘FB’ moniker had been used when Some sort of new record has 
$it be @ drop in the bucket <a fea, booked to open at the National, capi-| Fischer and Stein were partnered in | been established this winter by the 
. a Million’ (20th) on the | 20% » Capi-| parmeres 22 | y 
New Year's Eve has always been | screen. tal’s only legit house, Jan. 18 and will) the first of the French cabaret-the-| fact that the Twin Cities haven't 
on’t big here, but the Sugar Bowl game stay for two weeks. Loew’s Capitol |atre shows in America three winters | been visited by a single legit road at- 
has doubled the demand for hotel Although RKO and Loew’s doesn’t and Warners’ Earle, the two vaud-| ago, until they came to a parting of | traction, other than a two-day stand 
r it. rooms and every other service. plan to put on special stage bills filmers, are both making an effort to| the ways. |b. the San Carlo Opera Company at 
has ea New Year's eve, in anticipation of get special stage attractions for the | Julian T. Abeles, counsel for Stein tthe Orpheum anc a one-day fiat 
him ease a the biggest holiday business since week beginning Jan. 15, which will) and Music Corp. of America, had the} rental engagement of the Ted Shawn 
ext oulsville’s New Shows 1929. other chains are going in include Inauguration Day, Jan. 20! papers for settlement drawn, but male dancers at the Metropolitan 
4 : af , | | - i rj 4 $ : 
ii 2g ae Louisville, Dee. 15. | stronger than ever for midnight . f onpeconerrag Shapiro backed out, with | ' only time that house has been _ 
te with i Pog 4 on the upbeat here, | shows on the eve of Jan. 1. , tng events leading up to the ; y" a that oN goer mn suit goes lighted all winter. Moreover, nothing 
ded New a ing set for Christmas| while Par and Warner Bros. may | opper, ¢ e actual swearing-in of and arin this week, a accord is js announced as underlined and the 
floor oe Car's. New bands and | not schedule special live talent shows | speech by the President, are chiefly reached out of court. St. Paul Metropolitan, traveling 
Oe@S shows cay »t all ili , arse . rave | | ' ’ ° . P 
ral best bu tet evidence that the|o, New Year's eve alone due to | mittary and naval parades, always ; Shows’ home there, is being torn 
oO oa susIness since the depresh is . difficulties and ts both will a surefire draw for the yokels, and S ds ‘ down to permit the property's use as 
on Kentucky Sie aaldnight chows whatever pes | enn functions ty government effi- | OWSE Cool Off New ‘a parking lot. There isn’t any 
es ucky hotel opens its G : ; : i , ~ | cials and foreign ambassadors. Lead- ’ . “ye P * hy ao 
one room Dec. 18, with Reisen. Tams sible at boosted admissions. RKO | ing social sean is the a aiameal Ball | Orleans Hottest Block | dramatic stock and hasn't been even 
y a karth’s band, Nedra Gordinier, Larry = Loew's are expected to grind | itself, the night of Jan 20, and the| New Orleans, Dec. 15, |* Wra show. 
oo wning and Milton Blakely, through the midnight hour, also, in | Democratic chieftains are expected to, Hottest block in this town is being 
at.) won floor show at Club Grey- most of their straight picture houses. | outdo themselves in making this the| cooled off. The Spotlight on one 
on” across Ohio River in In- — | all-time topper of its kind in a town) corner has gone under the auc- F & M REVIVING SMALI 
n. yom a of Bob Roltner, Bliss- ' noteworthy for its formal functions. | tioneer’s hammer. Joe Columbo has * ° % 
Not [Ze aac ety ‘ise and Or-|NAZARRO'S FEUD OVER; 3,20, fates forvetows, been served “nice io witch) UNITS FOR NORTHWE 
be- the Bick B band. Casa Madrid has 9 | planned by his party leaders for the| Vanity club at the end of the month. | ST 
For Bilin Des arrie combo, assisted by SR BOOKS JR ‘a ee ceremonies and ball| A number of smaller night spots 
the Sirnes Mp er and Three Sheiks. Blue- ° ° await the okay of the President, who for the stay-up-lates must vacate, 
in oe rps of Brown hotel ushered — | returned here from his South Amer- | too, because the American Brewery, Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
daa nings and ’P arte oan John Jen- Pittsburgh, Dec. 15 ican peace excursion yesterday owners of all the property, needs the | Fanchon & Marco is resuming 
- f Latell aol Fda +t eae Ending a feud of more than four (Tuesday). space for plant improvements. — theatre unit rotations in the 
ee { Milo Stelt is m.c. and wield ‘| years, Nat Nazarro and his dancing | —__— thinnctanaacien — _ cassis sits | ere rey with Swing it, 
f Cc. 3 wields the ba- es | Hollywood,’ opening at the Lyrie, 
nN for local band, as well as han- | 5°" have kissed and made up, with | Vancouy Dec. 26 A 
ith - Gling the air program over WAVE result that Nazarro, Sr., has booked | | orodheae teens te i] » Bee Résco will 
hepa Paddock, in Louisville hotel. also | Nat, Jr., into the new Shubert | all e cis a ali nstrument 2 “a andie the baton. 
can a floor entertainment, including | 9Peretta, ‘Frederika.’ Off Broadway ? bs M. Bradford went to Seattle and 
emme impersonators. since 1930, Nazarro, Jr., has been in | Vancouver to arrange bookings. 
not shit Me Pittsburgh and environs doing club | - o ’ : ae includes Ernie Stanton, Joe 
i, eee erente. e ust on r é 0 \ nion Sennett, Jack Dale, Pat Moran, Beth 
yn’t — Pye Advance | It was a hurry call for ‘Frederika,’ * Clifford, Don Eddy, Lillian Tours, 
Heavy advan t. agg Dec. 15. | with Nazarro getting the dancing Lele Chiquita and 12 chorines, 
ing reservations aa inataih Year's eye | lead. He left for New York last ——————— — 
he , ses Ss, unusua Samanta i i — : — P ' 
“ tpg ere indicate local seontda ee ay ee ene J C. P ete tao ~ that u's ct eels ae : full ptr ew BaerEe 
iS Celebration will t — James C. Petrillo of the local Mu- at all such acts Carry full union 
rf As : will be topped. cited Shortes , , : 
A wntil a vations are not made dinner, dancing and noise makers, t« sicians Union is tightening his juris- orn week the uni ted th Payay ‘Yacht Club p Bagel vil 
ag F . : ; rT, i c se makers, to : sast wee 1e ion prev : . . 5, W ! 
7 €gan last aa — — — they | $5.50 per person (tax not included) diction over acts in vaudeville and opening of the Albee org me a ‘remain for just one show at the Met, 
me @ © be soid out long sencie bm erd Beed same thing with floor shows nite clubs using musical instruments! Congress hotel because the girls Boston, midnight of Dec. 31 (New 
he . Not the lenes is e€ Jan. 1. | tossed in, at citv’s Pargest hotels,| either as the basis of their routines didn’t hold union cards. Year's), doing a new routine with 
vf enjoyment i f: pens of celebrators | slightly lower than last year. One or as specialties. Union has always Albee Sisters. standard act several] 4 New stage show coming in at that 
Will range audi Berges hotel tariffs | downtown hostelry, with 300 reser- | kept an eye on these acts and every | years, use several instruments in a| me. 
19 included) , rally, from $4.50 (tax | vations already in, expects capacity now and then has taken some action | specialty, but do a singing and piano Yachters open there Dec. 25 and 



































Per person for five-course | 

















crowd of 1,200. { 











to enforce its regulations. 

















Now it! 











act mostly. 











scram out after the one extra show. 
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Pianists, Even with Wm. Green Present 


— + 


Couldn't Get Union Okay for Benefit 





Washington, Dee. 15. New Mexico Show-Starved, 

More than 500 members and guests ° el 
of the Touchdown Club, including | Bands Get Big Grosses | 
several local showmen, are burning | Albuquerque, Dec. 15. 
over misunderstanding with local| Nick John Matsoukas, ex-newspa- | 
musicians’ union, which prevented |perman who originally came here} 
appearance at annual banquet|for his health, has gone into the | 
Wednesday (9) of pro talent from | booking business. Using local gyms | 


two vaude houses. Audience in-/and community playhouse, Matsou- 
cluded President William Green of i kas brings in name bands, concert 
the A. F. of L. jartists, et al., passing through, for 


Carter Barron, Loew’s division | one-night stands here, in Santa Fe | 
manager and ex-Georgia Tech pig-j|and Gallup, N. M. 
Skin toter, was chairman. of enter- Tommy Tucker’s band recently, 
tainment committee and had ar-|on a one-nighter,. played to 1,100} 
ranged for several acts through his | people at $1 per head. Duke Elling- 
house, the Capitol, to do turns at iton, on Dec. 2, had a gross take of 
the dinner. Gene Ford, house man- /|$2,900. Matsoukas was assisted by | 
ager, tried to reach local musicians’ |new Mills Artists branch in Dallas. | 
office an hour or so before the show, This area of sand and cactus is 
set for 10 p.m., to ascertain what|show starved. Money seems to be 
stand-by charges, if any, would be |plentiful but there is nothing on 
necessary to use two out-of-town which to spend. Work of the WPA| 
pianists for the acts. Finding A. C.|jin building a new Civie Auditorium | 


Hayden, president, was in bed with |at cost of $500,000 and new State | 
slight heart attack, he was referred |Pair:Grounds here is looked upon | 


to Secretary John Birdsell, pit man | 4. auguring better theatrical condi- 
at another theater. | tions, 

Birdsell stated the pianists couldn’t 
go on at all without specific per- 


apy ke! BACK TON. Y. 
ae certian aheal ih onee When tana VAUDE AFTER y YEARS, 


that Green, who had been roped into | 
the argument at the banquet hall 
end of the trouble, declared there Leon Errol’s Fanchon & ast 
ought to be some way of straighten- | unit plays the Roxy, New York, week | 
ing it out. Dec. 31. Show has been on the road | 
Meantime acts, which included from the Coast for over a month, 
Johnny Barnes, who needed Dave Appearance marks Errol’s first” on} 
Apollon’s pianist, and Conway and|@ New York vaude stage in nine | 
Parks and the Four Step Brothers, | Y©@"S- 
who needed Lucky Millender’s 
? ivory-tickler, gave up waiting and Aussie Troupe Set 
scrammed. Frantic telephoning to 
local NBC studios, where acts from Los Angeles, Dec, 15. 
martes were appearing in benefit air- Sam Kramer is routing his next | 
ing, brought over George and Olive|vaude show to Australia via Van- 
Brasno, with Buster Shaver, who got|couver, leaving Dec. 30, 
by on the piano as an actor. 














Outfit to play the Tivoli circuit in- | 
cludes Jed Dooley and Co., Kaynor 
Aunt Jemima follows Connie Bos-|Lehr Co., Rube Demarest, Del Ohrel, | 











Sidewalk Doubling | New Talent in Germany Via Index 


Baltimore, Dec, 15, ‘ 7 + 
“ass ail is rat ‘ 
Py ah en Of Specially-Made Talking Shorts 
+ 





of Balto, featuring jitney beers 
and a three-piece colored or- 











chestra. Trio of musikers not || “ 
only grind in the spot evenings, || ‘Folie’s’ Act Replacements acs dike Berlin, Dec. 6. 
but during afternoons work on || : a: : “@ icia iim Employment Offj 
ballyhoo, . | For Miami Opening besides registering 3,800 legit Aion. 
They’re hauled around town Pittsburgh, Dec. 15, | and extras, has a department for the 
in a large truck with piano, French Casino show, ‘Folie Parisi-| discovering of new talent by way 
drums and sax, and canvas |/enne,’ closed here Thursday night| of a talker index, 
banners to plug the _ place, | (10) following engagement at Stanley F. Alberti, manager in charge of 
Trio swirl out swing music to for fortnight’s layoff to rehearse new| the State Organized Film Employ. 
attract attention, and occasion- set of principals for Miami opening | ment Office, makes periodic trips 
ally the truck sidles into the Jan, 15. Current acts are Four Crad- into the provinces to attend legit 
curb on a favorable corner and docks, Red Dust and George Campo, | performances in the sticks, When- 
the boys vent some vocal har- all of whom played French Casino at} €Vver he sees a promising face or igs 
mony, winter resort last season. | struck by acting of outstanding merit 





Washington’ Dec. 25 for eight days. | with this system of unearthing talent 
TESTIMONY COMPLETED From theré, troupe will go direct to| last year, he now has 700 of these 


| before Judge William W. Byrnes, 


| film (silent), depicting them singing.| out, have cost plenty. Benny plans | the Chez Paree. It’s the second time 





Show goes back to New York for| he brings this actor to Berlin to take 
two weeks and then reopens in| @ Short for his card index. Starting 





Miami. Unit also laid off for week] Shorts, ready to play off to any 

IN SUIT VS BOSWELLS before coming into Stanley. buyer. 
e Acts replacing are Boy Foy, Gau-| Expenses of these trips and films 
|tier’s Ponies and Paul LaVarre andj 4re met by charging half of one % 
New Orleans, Dec. 15. Brothers, | of the daily salary of every actor 


working, as long as his wages are 
Testimony in the $7,300 breach of above $20 weekly. 
contract suit against the Boswell Sis- 


? . Alberti has an arrangement witt 
ters, which was instituted here near- | Benny the Bum $ Joint oa 


all production companies to send 
|ly two years ago by Joseph J. Da- him requirements of. every filn F 
i 








| villa, song writer, was completed Moving | Philly Location | made in the Fatherland, and thus : 


| he was able to place 50 new screen 

Jr., in Civil District Court Thursday faces during 1936. It’s not an over- 

(10), Philadelphia, Dec. 15. whelming figure, for there are 3,800 
BT om Picard, divorced husband of Benny the Bum’s, one of Philly’s| names registered in his office, and 
artha Boswell, denied on the stand| most active hotspots, moves Christ-] there are about 1,000 extras to look 

owe there existed a verbal contract| mas night to renovated Piccadilly| after. Of the extras, a large per- 

between the sisters and Davilla. Lat-| Club, once a leading cafe in town but! centage comes from vaude_ and 

|ter claims the sisters agreed to ap-| dark since midway through prohibi-| circus. 

pear in several theatres in connec-/| tion. New locale, on two floors, has — 

tion with a motion picture they had large showroom’ upstairs. seating | 

made and a song written by Davilla.| about 400, and intimate cocktail room | Fields’ 2d He O. 

Chicago, Dec, 15. 


| 
| 
Davilla, the last witness, alleged| below decks. | 
A } ; a Pee 
| verbal contract by accompanying the | tions, including air-conditioning lay-| Benny Fields holds over again at 





the Boswells failed to complete a Elaborate alterations and redecora- 


Boswells. contended in testimony}a policy of large shows headed by| his stay has been extended. Origi- 
last summer that they had no con-|names, opening with Cross and nally in for four weeks, he will make 
tract and were only doing Davilla a| Dunn. Price for opening is $25 per | it 10 before withdrawing. 
favor by making personal appear-| plate, dinner and likker included. Sticks until Christmas Day and 
ances. They did not appear in court then goes into the RKO Palace. 


for the resumption of the hearing, 
HARRIS’ ‘YACHT CLUB REV.’ 


remaining in New York. 
Judge Byrnes took the case under Chicago, Dec. 15, Waring Lombardo Par 
Will J. Harris’ ‘Yacht Club Revue’ . ; 


advisement, 
opens in Des Moines next week on| Fred Waring’s orchestra goes into 




















t a hater Milly Monti goes into the Plaza’ the start of a midwest trip. the N. Y. Paramount starting Jan, 29 
well into the New Yorker hotel, | Healy and Mack, Din Smith and! Cinebar, Holly wood, following Heading the .show are Jackie} for two weeks. 
New York, tomorrow (17). Raynor Twins, Avalon Boys, who open Dec. 17. Green, Mills and Cappy, Guy Lombardo follows Waring. 
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BUYERS 


of ENTERTAINMENT 


ARTISTS 


THEATRES, HOTELS, CAFES, CLUBS, 
MOTION PICTURES, RADIO 





an Me silicate 


No matter what your entertainment needs may be we 
are able to deliver a complete service. Anything from 
one act to a lavish production. 


Let us help you build up your public appeal and demand. 
FREE expert advice and service in routining, costuming, 
music arranging, publicity and exploitation in addition 
to conscientious and aggressive representation. 
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” She's tearing through the 
and 
Lone Star State like a Tornado! | 
ar e , 
ne Smashing records ! 
1, 29 ‘“ 
Piling up grosses like 
—~ § the 
— e the 
a Roosevelt landslide ! In 
j the, food hore my Fevoren gating figures pgimeent 12 best 
e Snow seers, ore weno © an ang the as unit, PPY at 
bre Tesul te el song tiauing Seas Play de. Sorry thet 
With kinde : SUC cesery) tous Teult but 
st Tegards, 
AMERICA’S 
NOW 
ATTRACTION acho 
Plaza Theatre, El Paso, Texas (Dec. 12-13) 
Kimo Theatre, Albuquerque, New Mexico (Dec. 15-16) 
Paramount Theatre, Amarillo, Texas (Dee. 17-18) 
Warner Theatre, Oklahoma City, Okla. (Dec. 31 to Jan. 4) 
(JUST COMPLETING INTERSTATE TOUR) 
Business Manager 
H. C. BRADFIELD 
1414 Roscoe Street 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
= 

















27 ee 


| came ~ 


ti ord Oe. 


Se 


ee 











58 VARIETY 








VAUDE—NITE CLUBS 











UNIT REVIEWS 





VALLEE’S VARIETIES 


(STANLEY, PITTSBURGH) 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 11. 


For one thing, Rudy Vailee’s 
*Varieties’ (NBC produced) runs 
around 20 minutes too long. An hour 
would be plenty, rest is excess 
baggage. Three socks in a row come 
near the end, but by that time the 
lads and lassies down front have be- 
come a little restless and it takes all | 
Roy Atwell, Judy Starr and a 
youngster named Jack Guilford 
have to relax them again. 

A show bearing Vallee’s name, 
even though he’s not around himself 
save for a vocally recorded intro- 
ductory message, is taking a long 





chance giving the m.c. burden to 
Fred Lightner. He’s never been 


noted for his gag purity and he’s go- 
ing back to the files and the fiesh- 
pots more than ever for his material. | 
Remainder of unit is cleaner than a | 


_yhen’s tooth, but Lightner, with his | 


lengthy introductions prefaced and 
suffixed by overabundance of stories, 


colored threesome, offering nothing 
particularly new in the hoofing line; 
Stewart Sisters, another trio, de- 
livering some fair-to-middling har- 
mony and youngster billed merely 
as Master Michael caressing an} 
accordion fairly effectively and then 
breaking into a tap session merely to 
demonstrate a bit of versatility. First 
excitement arrives with Variety | 
Gambols, four men and three gals in 





} 
} 


spasm of Russian hock spins and 
tumbling, act getting the first 
bonafide sendoff of the afternoon. 


Lightner then gets in his bluish 
specialty inning and, after that, it’s 
a succession of socks, coming almost 
too late. Some of ’em should get up 
front just to pep up the earlier 
sections, which needs it plenty. 

Atwell’s grammatically bewildered 
monolog had them howling straight | 
through his 10 minutes and little | 
Miss Starr whammed across two | 
swell numbers and could have done | 
that many more, but had to beg off | 
because show was running way over- | 
board on time. 


| 


d (aypsese th hol |more of gal, too, since she has 
sucGings. In turn with his partner, | ¢verything vocally and physically. 
Roscella, she hands him one back Added fortification is young Guil- 


and he admits ‘I had a topper for 
that but the manager made me cut 
it out.’ 
make him cut enough of them out. 
First 30 minutes pretty uneventful, 
with Ford, Bowie and _ Bailey, 


‘SPIKE’ HARRISON 


(COMEDIAN) 
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GAY 90’s, NEW YORK 











Show People All the World Over Wil) 
Be Interested to Know That 


SIDNEY FISHER ta1-c 


(¥ormerly at 29, Wardour Street) 
ts Now Located at More Commodious 
» Premises at 
75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 


Trouble is manager didn’t | 











NICK LONG, Jr. 


Now Appearing 
CHEZ PAREE 
CHICAGO 
RETURN ENGAGEMENT 


ford, a lad who contributes swell 
pantomimic mimicry. Has a mobile 
face and delivers facial 


Harry Langdon 
continuing through Laurel and 
Hardy, Henry Armetta,: Charles 
Butterworth ‘and flock of others. 


wow 


| Funny part of it is that upon his 
| entrance, en natural, 


he looks like 
a dead-ringer for a Jimmy Durante 
and crosses ’em by passing up the 


| Schnozzola entirely. 
| Finale’s 


supposed to be one of 
| those get-togethers of the entire 
| assembly, coming on for a bit of 
| trucking, but whole thing went hay- 
| wire first show today and _ the 
| Gambols were left stranded on the 
| stage wondering when succor was 
| coming. It finally arrived, but not 
| before a long state of embarassing 
| confusion. 

| First time since Stanley went 
| back to stage shows month ago that 
| Dave Broudy and his house crew 
are on the stage, and Broudy cele- 
brates the occasion by serving briefly 
as a stooge for Lightner. No pro- 
duction at all, and a cheap drop with 
a couple of big prop vases at each 
end of bandstand doesn’t help show 
any. Picture ‘Jungle Princess’ (Par) 
and biz way off, with barely a half 
count downstairs and balcony 
screaming with emptiness. Cohen. 


SWING, BABY, SWING 


(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 


Atlanta, Ga., Dec. 14. 

Standard vaude acts packing plenty 
of socko right on down the line mark 
this as one of the best units that 
has hit Cap boards in some time. 
Show has balance and finesse and 
performers are topnotch. 

Ming and Toy, two really clever 

















| Chinese, scored particularly strong. 
(Continued on page 69) 
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$11 per seat for New Year's eve. 


likenesses 4 
| with amazing accuracy, starting off 


| with a and | 





© 15 YEARS AGO || 


(From Variety and Clipper) 











Music Box and Globe announced 


General biz was bad, but the hits 
copped the coin, 





Alex Woollcott booked for 15 lec- 
tures at N. Y. University school of 
journalism, To teach the studes to 





be critics. 


| warm greeting, but he then offers a 


| 


East End Cameraphone, Pitts-| 
burgh, got daring. Tried out a mind 
reader instead of the usual singer | 
to bolster the film, Standard stuff 
now, 


Famous Players (Par) stock up to 
79%. 

Francis Renault 
dressing room theft. 
and a dollar bill. 


lost $100 by a 
Had a century 
Thieves left him 


Unit could stand |the latter for carfare. 
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NEW 


— 


ACTS .. 





oo 


FRANCIS LEDERER 
Dramatic Sketch 

12 Mins.; Full 
Metropclitan, Boston 


Making his first personal appear- 
ance here, Francis Lederer ap- 
proached the assignment with more 
careful planning than most film stars 
manifest in similar situations. Not 
only does Lederer give his fans a 
quick flash in a white spot for a 





sample of his trade, acting. 

In a specially prepared one-act | 
playlet, the filmster, aided by Joan | 
Woodbury, develops a scene in a 
theatrical producer’s office in which 
the producer confesses to the girl 
seeking a job that he is not the 
Lothario the tabloids depict. The 


girl fakes a love scene to convince | 
disgust, | 


him she can act: then, in 
he shoots a pistol in her direction 
and she again fakes by playing pos- 
sum. Catch line on the end reveals 


| that the producer was faking all the 


| time and that he out-acted the 
actress. ° 
Unfortunately, this little vehicle 


Adolph Zukor shocked film biz by | 


wiping out his Realart subsid. In 
such a rush he used the telegraph 
to shut the exchanges. 


Chicago theatre men talking big 
profits to sell stock, so the musi- 
cians demanded more pay. 





Film roadshows bumping. and be- 
ing called in, Partly the  pre- 
| Christmas slump. 





Will H. Hays ‘definitely decided’ 
|not to be the picture head. He 
changed his mind. 

Will Rogers opened the show at 
Loew’s State and had the audience 
laughed out before the others got 
| chance at them. 








Bert Erroll, femme 
shocked Chicago. 


impersonator, 
Before making a 


body almost to the waist to show 
he really was a man. 
hit. 





Sunnie O’Day Out of 
Unit with Foot Injury 


Akron, Dec. 15. 
| Sunnie O’Day, featured with Leon 
Errol in 
1937’ unit, injured an arch 
of the 
here. 
Physicians said she would not be 
able to resume her dance routine for 
some time, 


show the entire four days 








Dowd-Gerson Nuptials 


Johnny Dowd and Muriel Gerson 
will culminate a Broadway romance 
with a wedding in January, 

Dowd is the RKO circuit publicity 
head. Bride-to-be is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Meyer Gerson, the 
restaurateurs, 


Nite Club Reviews 


COLLEGE INN 


(CHICAGO) 
Chicago, Dec, 11. 

College Inn of the Sherman hotel 
has seen ’em come and go, and even 
though the cafe has had its ups and 
downs with bands and floor shows, 
the patronage has remained loyal, 
due to its service. ; 

This fine service is the work of 
one man, Braun, who has been the 
maitre d’hotel here for more than 
25 years. 

Place has hit upon the word ‘cir- 


floor show, 


along the tent show plan. Show is 
announced by bandleader Roger 
Pryor, who does m. c. as a barker. 
Pryor has assembled an excellent or- 
chestra, which plays both the show 
and the dancing in bang-up fashion. 


ability in his m. c. work. 

Band stand slides to one side for 
the floor show; acts work in front of 
a huge covered mirror. 

Gertrude Hoffman line girls work 





(Continued on page 70) 


} 
| 
| 


} 
| 
| 


is far from ideal for the occasion, 
but Lederer deserves much credit 
for projecting his personality through 
it. For, 


THE CHARIOTEERS 
Harmony Quartet 

8 Mins.; One 

Roxy, N. Y. 


Act is given a radio buildup on 
its entrance as ‘presented through 
the courtesy of National Broadcast- 
ing Co.,’ but the colored quartet, 
with a fifth boy playing the piano, 
didn’t register very strongly at this 
Roxy viewing. They have a distinc- 
tive swing style, which has afforded 
them some measure of popularity on 
the air, but possess little showman- 


(5) 


| ship to project them across the foots. 


| vocal 


Did three numbers at this showing, 
two of them in swing with plenty of 
nuances, and one song in 
rather straight harmony. Maybe it 
was the latter which hurt the im- 


| . ‘ . 
| pression, the audience letting down 


change he bared one side of his| 


Spoiled his | 


the ‘Hollywood Follies of | 
in her | 
right foot at the Palace and was out | 


after fair response for the hotter de- 
liveries. Scho, 





—_———» 


MODERNAITIRES (4) 
Vocal 

4 Mins. 

Paramount, N. Y. 


Four male voices from radio. They 
are in the 1937 idiom and discharge 
themselves to the popular taste. 
Given greater stage experience they 
would no doubt flower even more 
impressively. 

Have picked up—and could profit- 
ably extend—some of the hotcha 
mannerisms. 


‘business’ could add visual appeal to 


| the vocal entertainment, 





cus’ as the label and theme of its. 

( and the current bill, | 
while laid out as a vaude perform- | 
ance, is handled as much as possible | 


| 


Pryor has a rep from pictures and | 
exhibits plenty of personality and | 





Land, 





— 


ED SMALLE’S SEVEN G’S 
Mixed Chorus 

10 Mins. 

Metropolitan, Boston 


Briefly the Seven G’s are a better 
radio _team than a vaude troupe. 

voiding comedy, pantomime and 
action, their turn still remains an 
ace vocal act that should be heard, 
but not necessarily seen. Although 
fresh and youthful in appearance 
they have nothing else to offer a/| 
vaudeville audience. 

‘Feel a Song Coming On’ and ‘Mid- | 
night Blue’ are two of their best of- 
ferings. Fox. 


ART SHAW ORCHESTRA (14) 
Swing Music 





30 Mins. 
Paramount, N. Y. 
Recently come to metropolitan | 


prominence on the crest of the swing 
thing, Art Shaw’s orchestra has been 


organized only a few months. In| 
consequence of that fact, it is not | 
surprising that Shaw himself is more 
at home with his clarinet than his | 
m.c. duties. He does the latter well | 
enough, but without any individual- ' 





A little more of this | 


ity. Until developing a personality 
and a more commanding manner ag 
an individual, he must be rated a tall 
chap in tails with a red carnation 
and a black musical instrument into 
which he blows in the 52d street 
manner. 

Arrangements and general jam. 
ming are slick, but over a long 
stretch the orchestra in its present 
state of development and maturity 
lacks change of pace and versatility 
for stage work. For dance work, it's 
probably something else again. 

Land, 


| Peter Higgins Topping 


i 


Miami Frolics Show 

Frolics Club, Miami, opens Dec. 29 
under the management of Ed McKay. 
Noel Sherman and Billie Arnold are 
spplying the show. 

Company, booked from New York, 
includes Peter Higgins, Three Rays, 
line of 20 girls, Etzi Covato’s and a 
local marimba crew. Walters, Gold 
and Sidney follow, 


Jeanette Dickson and Laura Lane, 
sister act, into the Yacht Club, N. Y, 
Dec. 17. 








Just Concluded 41 Consecutive Weeks 
At THE LOMBARDY, N. Y¥. 


TERI 
JOSEFOVITS 


Pianist-Composer 


Now Available 


c/o Variety, New York 
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WALTER ‘“‘DARE” 


WAHL 


NOW 
VICTORIA PALACE, LONDON, ENG. 
e 


Dir.: DICK HENRY - CY SHAPIRO 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 











Thanks to JACK HYLTON 
For Solid Booking in England 
Till April, 1937 


JOHNNY 


HOWARD 


New York Rep.—LEW WEISS 











CHRISTMAS CARD AGENTS 


Large profits earned 
new 21-Folder Assortment, 
sight for $1.00. 


selling 
Sells on 
Write for particulars. 


easily 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 West 72nd St., New York, N. Y. 

















ANITA JAKOBI 


Whirlwind Acrobatic Dancer 
Currently Clifford C. Fischer’s ‘‘Folies de Femmes” 
LONDON CASINO, LONDON, 21ST WEEK 


“2 
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SELLING THE SMARTEST BUYERS IN SHOW-DOM ! ! 


LBUR CUSHMAN CIRC 


AMERICA'S LARGEST CIRCUIT OF STAGE UNITS | 

















FLASH! 


FLASH! 


POPS *: LOUIE 


MARCHING ON RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL, NEW YORK tnis week, DECEMBER 10TH 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (DEC. 18) 
THIS WEEK (DEC. 11) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Hotel Ritz-Carlton 


| Eileen 


| 


O'Connor 
| Earlyn Wallace 
| Carmen Romero 

Katharine Kane 
Pope 
Russell 
| Park & Clifford 
| Grace & Nica 
| 
} 
| 
| 


| Hal Atkinson 
} 





Afrique 

Basil Fomeen Ore 
Hugo Mariani Ore 
Arman Vecsey Oro 


| Hotel Savoy -Plaza 

















= | 
BOSTON (11) 
Bostou (17) Fats Waller Ore 
Ben Marden s Co Chuck & Chuckles 
410) Ford Marshall & J 
Marcus Show Lang Sis 
Lambert COLUMBUS 
Memorial (18) Palace (11) 
Mogul Eihel Waters Co 
(il) Teddy Hale 
Mogul ; DAYTON 
CHICAGO ’ 
Palace (18) Colonial (11) 
™ jl’s Mardi Gras H’ wood Hotel Rev 
See eaten KOCHESTER 
~ghdinate oS Keith's (11) 


(il) 
Olsen. & Johnson 
CINCINNATI 
Shubert (18) 
Folie bD’Ameour 
(11) 
Lum & Abner 
CLEVELAND 
Palare (18) 
Holiday Revels 
A -Robbins 
Whitey & 


Ed Ford 


Rinaldo 
SCHENECTADY 


Proctor’s (17-18) 
Liszeed Arabs 
Kaston & UOdeite 

| Joan Marsh 
Herman Hyde 


Dorothy Crooker 
SYRACUSE 
Keith’s (18) 


Major Bowes Co 


ce 





~ Loew 





NEW YORK CITY | 
State (18) 
Buddy Rogers Orc 

Lamberti 
Diane Danise 


Edna Sedgwick 
Chas Carrier 


FITTSBURGH 


Lumina &€ 


| Moore & 


WASHINGTON 


Capitol (18) 


Elida Ballet 
Lattanz 
George Beatty 


Revel 








Stanley (18) 
Ethel Waters Rev '3 St. John Bros 
NEW YORK CITY | DETROIT 
Paramount (16) | Michigan (18) 
Art Shaw Kd pe : oo 
Jane Cooper | Camillas Birds 
Modernaires Lightning Flashes 
Al Bernie Mabel Todd Co 
BOSTON | Ward & Milford 


Metropolitan (18) 
EB Minnevitch's Co 
Lucillelpage 
Buster Shaver Co 
Wolford’s Pets 
Don Cummings 

CHICAGO 
Chieage (18) 


Boy Foy 


| 
! 
} 
} 


Pichianna. Ti 
MONTREAL 
Toew's (18) 

Glorified Follies °36 
TORONTO 

Shea's Hipp (18) 

Shooting High 





Warner 





MITTSBURGH 
Stanley (18) 
Kihel Waters Co 
(11) 
Rudy Vallee’'s Co 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (18) 


Ray 


Dogs 
Wilbert 
Josephine Huston 
Harris Claire & § 

ee 8 
Errol's 


Lovyval's 


Leon Co 





Independent 





CHICAGO 
State Lake (19) 
(6 days) 
Demay Moore & M 

Walter Nilsson 
Edison & Louise 
Jackie Green 
INDIANAPOLIS 

Lyric (18) 
Nirska 


Eliner Cleve Co 


} 
| 
| 
} 
} 


BReehee & R Co 
Gautier’s Co 
Dorothy Byton Gls 
(One to fill) 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. 
Tewer (18) 
Howard Nichols 


| Rio & West 


Edith Griffith 
Yorke & Tracy 








London 





Week of Dec. 14 


Astoria D. 


H. 
lvanoff 
Canterbury M. H. 
Ist half (14-16) 


Decca Bros 
Daimler & Eadie 
2d half (17-19) 
Blum & Blum 
Keith & Wilbur 
Dominion 
‘South China’ 
New Victoria 
Lee Denn 
Trocadero 
Max Miller 
Linga & Singh 
5 Svetlanows 
Tessie O'Shea 
Paddy Drew 
Maurice 
BRIXTON 
Astoria 
Bamberger 
Pallette 
BROMLEY 
Palace 


Rest 


Fred 
La 


7 Eliisiis 
CHADWELL H’TH 
Palace 
Taylor & Maree 
Walter Nible 


3 Porters 
CHELSEA 
Palace 

lyanoft 
Morris & Cowley 


CLAPTON 


; Greene 
EAST HAM 


. Granada 
Cora m 


Halls & P; 


3 Porte rs 
PDGWARE 


Grand 
Eu tle & : 
aViel 


ROAD 


Sabette 
c Poole 
EDMONTON 

(wrannda 


t Clevetie Gis 


, Anna 


|; Andre & 


i} Blum & 
| Keith 


Decea 
Daimler & 


Rogers 
& Piano Symp 


FINSBURY PK 
Astoria 
Anton Bd 
4 Bobs 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 
Castelliis Kad 
HOLLOWAY 
Marlborough 
Hillbillies 
Curtis 
Huntings 
ILFORD 
Super 
Phileo 4 
Gus Ellon 
Brent & Layne 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
half (14-16) 
Rium 
Wilbur 
2a half (17 


Bros 


Ist 


1%) 


Eadie 
KILBURN 
(rrange 

Earle & Babette 
Dave Poole 
LEWISHAM 
Palace 
7 Elliotts 
LEVTONSTONE 
Rialto 
‘hm 
| Matas 
Alex Halls & Page 
NEW CROSS 
Kinema 
Jack Lane 
Manley & Austin 
Stewart & Olive 
OLD KENT KOAD 
Astoria 
Preyer 
ley 
PrROnHAM 
Palace 
Jack Lane 
Manley & Austin 
Stewart & ¢ 


Cor 


Harry 
Biliy 


Re 


"ive 


Hiuntings 
j Priel 


| Phileo 4 


| 


Sobsky'’s Dogs Renara grees St aadk ines bs 
| Frank Randle LEITH Bi BES ears 
Navarre j Capitol | Sultan Messako 
DeWolft Metcalf & F Ist half (14-16) | peter Liachenko 
EDINBURGH Brodie & Steele C Codolban Ore 
Regent 2d half (17-18) ‘ PA 
Ist half (14-16) Findlay & Ford (Iridium Room) 
Findlay & Ford MANCHESTER Emil Coleman Or 
2d half (17-19) Paramount Hartmann G & P 
Brodie & Steele Schaeffer's Midgets Serge Flash 
| Rasch Ballet 
| 
woe” | Hotel Taft 
' Cab t B il Geo. Hall Ore 
are ] S | Dolly Dawn 
| Hotel Vanderbilt 
| Eddie Lane Ure 
| | Jean Farries 
| Dean Goodelle 
NEW YORK CITY ibe: tures 
Bill's Gay 0's | Frank Hall Hotel Waldort- 
ferry White | Wilma Novak | Astorin 
Paul Davin | 218 Ranion | Mario & Floria 
| Fred Bishop Jeanne Carrol | Eve Symington 
Gus Wieke | Bob & F Gilbert — | Eddie LeBaron Rd 
Rudy Madison Wallace Milan Rev | Teo Reisman Ore 
Will Ward j Roger Allen Ore | Michael Zarin Ofe 
Bernie Grover Hickory House Hotel Weylin 
Josepb E. Howard eee | 2 , 
| Spike Harrison | Jack Teagarden Ore | Alex Fogarty 
Jack West } Frank Trumbanei Charlie. Wright 
Lea Barbery | Chas Teagarden Jimmy Kelly's 
Ethel Gilbert H'lyw'd Kestaurant | Santos & Elvina 
. | Graee Briscombe 
Black Cat | Hal LeRoy Elena McCov 
Kitten Korus Jhnerengh ey ne | Cortez & Schaub 
Cleano igh | Waser , 
Al & Toni Cortez | Ve ncena _s | Mary a one 
Blondie Scott | Jas ares j Joe Cappello re 
7 . j} Jean Ryan | 4 
Evelyn Oliver $° Witons Kretchma 
Amanda Randolph | joan Abbott Simeon Karavaeft 
Jimmy Tiomas | Cesar & Maclovia | Doria Birse 
Maxie Ar ostrong | Jack Waldron | Yliena Gabrielle 
Amy Spe tcer | Edna Sedgewick | Michael Michon 
Billy Datriels | Readinger 2 |} Nadia 
Lonny Sinimons Ore | Lydo Sue A Stoyanovsky 
Brass Rail | Jean Landis Mischa 
Fee, Kaimus Marion Martin |S Barinovsky 
Billie Leonard | Grace Johnston Nicholas Mattlev Or 
Johnny Hauser Ore | ae & Darrow | Elisha Tuitle Ore 
} - " ~ . } de Casino ; 
j le mer te Ore | Archie Bleyer Ore | _ Larue 
| Mike Senge | Arthur Warren Ore | Frances Maddux 
. . Rudy Vallee Or« Betty Bryant 
Chateau Moderne Joseph Zatour Ore 
‘ “ | Motel Ambassador (| sig) Tuccher 
Sally Evans 7° 
Anne Stuart | Traubman & Aditer | Hugo Pedullo 
FEF McFarlane Ore ; Ramon Ranos Ore | Eddie Davis Ore 


STAMFORD HILL | TOOTING 
Regent | Granada 

Hillbillies | Younkman’s Kd 

Andre & Curtis TOTTENHAM 


Palace 
Wilfred Greene 6 
TOTTENHAM 


STRATFORD 
Broadway 


COURT ROAD 
ius Elton Paramount 
Brent & Layne Anton Bd 

STREATHAM 4 Bobs 
Astoria WALTHAMSTOW 
Hurry Freyer Bd Granada 
Billy Rey § Clevette Gls 
Paluce Anna Kogers 
Younkman'’s Bd ‘SS Piano Symp 


| Dwight Fiske 


| Emile Petti Ore 
Habaneras Ore 
} Hotel Shelton 
| Bert Darcy Ore 
Hotel Sherry- 
netherland 

Gen Lodijensky 

Raphael 

Lubov Doubiago 

| Nieholas Zorin 

Serwe Sergey 


Catherine Grey 
| Alex Bunchuk Ore 
Hotel St. Morits 








Provincial 


Roger Stearns 


|} Jerome Zerbe 
Miriam Verne 
~lex Botkin 

| George 


Sterney Orc 





Week of Dec. 14 


ABERDEEN GLASGOW 
Tivoli Paramount 


| Hotel St. Reem 
| (Maisonette Kusse) 
| Olga Vadina 
Charlie 
| Boris Belostozky 
| George Orda 








Clover Club | Motel Astor 


4 Dandies 


Jackson Irv & R | Vincent Lopez Ore Leon & Eddie's 
Biddie Don } Fred Lowery | Eddie Davis 
Soni Shaw | Beth Wilson | Vivian Ray 

Betty La Von | Emily Van Loesen | Caryl Gould 


Gail Lee 
Al Stuart Ore 
Club Gaucho 
Dimitri & Virgil 
Gypsky Markoff 
Ana Estasen | 
lia Dolores | 
Ramon Currosco & 
Gauchos 
Club Vuomurt 


Chas Hoffman 
Stanley Worth 
Robert T.ytell 
Fiorenzos 

Hotel Biltmore 
Horace Heidt Ore 
Lysbeth Hughes 
Hotel Commodore 


| Mal Hallett Ore 
| Caldos & Boline 


Zee-Zee 
Jai-Leta 
Browning, 
Wm 


Fr 2c 
barmers Ore 
Le Mirae 
Consuelo Flowerton 





tosita Ortega | Eleanor Ebevie | Bruz Fletcher 
Eliseo Grenet Ore Hote) Edison | Charles Lawrence 
Coq Kouge Bobby Hayes Ore Beverly Wilshire 
wieanl _— Ore haha — , | Ruth Robin 
| Tisdale 4 Murie yre | San 
‘ | de” Mineen | Larry Lee Ure 
Cotten Club ; | ' 
Rill Robinson Hotel Essex House | Biltmore Bow 
Avis Andrews N Brandewynne Or, W & Gladys Ahearn 
Berry Bros | Maxine Tapypin (rane ¢é 
Kaloah } Hote) Fifth Ave | rhe Theodores 
Henri Wessels , | Red Harper 
Katherine Perry } Roy Strum Joy Hodges 
Anne Lewis |} Chas Murphy Rhythm Rascals 
" : } Billy Hunter | Enrico Rhi’ba Ure 
Dynamite Hooker | 4 : 7 j : . 
‘Tramp Ba | Howard Lally Ore | Jimuny Grier Ore 
Whyte's Maniacs | Motel Governor | Blue Room 
Broadway Jones } Clinton | Fe: " & M Rev 
Wen Talbert's Choir |) Riia Rie Ore ee oy We Ne Or ; 
Bahama Dancers | Gobet Bestuet sents # phe 4 - ., 
Arthur Davy Ore ote -@,lingtion | Scat owe 
Cab Calloway Ore | pe As aie oo | Cafe Casanova 
S y oye 


SHEPH'KDS HUSH. 


Pavilion 
Casiellis bed 


Jack Dempsey’s | 
Botel Linceuin 


Phil Romano Ore é ; 
Eddie Elkins Ore Dick Stabile Ore 
El Chico Hotel McAlpin 
Delfina Vera | Enoch Light Ore 
Mona Montes | A Gonzales Ens 
j 


Dolores & Candido 
tosita Rios 
los Havaneros 


| Hetel Montelate 
Coral Islanders 


| Knight Sis 


|B Grey & J Bergen 
Horton Spurr 

Halt Chanstor Ore 
Carol Dean 

Kex Denny 


|. Cafe-La Maze 
| Park Ave Boys 


Don Alberto Ore } Ann Courtney | Stan Clair Ore 
ABC Trio pow oo i Clover Club 
} appy owers 
El Morecee Nick Fisher Rob Grant Ore 
Ernie Holst Ore John Zellner | Rhumba sal 
El Toreador |} Hal Hope Ore Cafe de Varee 
Los Oledas Hotel New Yorker Russ Cantor 
Pedro Via Bad Abe Lyman Ore Jack Clawson Ore 
. Arthur Kavel Ore | Cocoanut Grove 
French Cacine ame elacteal sing 
‘Follies D'Amour Marion Wilkins +f or on 
an iarbet Cc 
Anne Lise Jack Watters Lathres. Bree 
ici delty i sros, 
RB a — oo wiser Hotel Park Central (lounge) 
tatle Sune 


Les Parker 


Barry & Keatrice Tie Toe Girls ; ; 

; Ibolyka Zilzer Ruthania & Male'lm) & ii Roberts 
Drena ferry Blaine Cre Sanchi & HKuchley 
Gibson Ce Leonard Elliott Cubanola 
Cenda Glenn Robin Estellita 

| Koubek Deil Arder Githerta 
Menorcas Hotel Park Lane Alberto Serxe 
Rona Rieecardo : 
rH a Ta ' Pancho Ore hi Mirader 
‘Taniel panes magna Se | The Leonarde’s 
Flaccomia Hotel Pennsstvanisa ) peaith tray 
Tyber Benny Goodman Bd | Gifford & Pearl 
KFranees Hunt Bernhard & Grah'm | Garweed Van Ore 

‘ if "Tyee § r«< n . ‘ z 
madi + 7 th ‘Ore ~~ aa : (lob Esquire 
middie Sou t adie 
Toe Bring Ore | Hotel Vierre . Vieki Jovee 
Maro Tit ot1, © tile nna on s 
—. ~~ hh eae fcomaten i aoiren eg me 
- , f(jene Arlen 
ote "Ins . 
Ann White Retel Ulaza * Manilens 
Aileen RKos«igan Fdaddv Duchin Ore 
VMoelenzo Kross Or« De Mareos Pumous Deor 
‘bili Mureye Will Mecune Ore Wingtee Mannone O1 


| Peggy 


} Stult 


» dey 


| Zeb Carver 


| Patsy 


| 


Gladys 


Strickland 


Elisha Tuttle Ore 


Mammy'’s Chicken 
Farm 
King Ore 
ave 
Miit L 
Maude 
Mon Parise 
Grace Morgan 
Versatile 3 
Fosdick Ore 
Laurence White 
Onyx Club 
Avon 


Don I 


6S 


{lene 


Tohnson 
anibert 
is of Rhythm 
th Ba 
Paradise 

Bert Frohman 
Virginia Verrill 
Sydell 


Jenner 


' t 
sm 


limon Richards 
1 « ‘ Bell 


Rana lae 
Hiutton Ore 


reenian Qre 


Place Elegante 
Fa ell 

Lec Lazaro ¢ 

Rainbew Grill 
Tohnny Hiamp 
Tyner 
uville Boys 
ydney Ross 

Rainbow Koom 
Rav Nobile 
Vegzey Fea 
Estelle & 
Edger 
Al 


Sydney 


ore 
alivn 
Deu 


Drs 


Ore 
rs 
Leroy 
Bergen 
Kowlly 

Ross 
Evalyn iyner 


Nano Rodrigo 


Reyal Box 
Joe Zelli 
Rachel s 
Mickey 
Bryan & 


Bd 


rlay 
Braats 
Winsome 
Sapphire 
Sargent 
Vouzen Bad 
Winton Ore 


Stork Club 
ie] 

Tokay 

Thury 


Jean 
Nick 
Barry 


Ore 


Mme llona 
Johnny Carter 
Maria Karelyia 
Dorothy Perry 
Lou Hegedus 
Bela Zsiga 
Merrill & Zona 
lillian Kahnes 
Louis Kovac 
Gy psy ! 


Rosik 
Eddie Ashman 








a Ore 
Ore 
Tony's 

Spivy 

Trocadero 
Frank 
Jobn 


shaw 
Fogarty 
Ubungt 

Bentley Rev 
Broomfield & G 
Avon Le 
Evelyn 
Edina 
Kaiser 


mse 
Robinson 
Holly 
Williams 
Valhalla 
Pancho & Dolores 


La Vallita 
Berta Denn 
Peter & Cont'l's 


Veranities 
Tamara 
Du Val 
Julio & Jenevieve 
Meadowbrook Boys 
Clemente Bd 


Village Barn 


Larry MeMahon 
Milt Mann Ore 


| Serrannos 


Helene Miller 
Ruskin & Norman 
Wayne Kennon 
Co 
Yacht Club 
Johnny & George 
Frances Faye 
Ogden 
3 Peppers 


LOS ANGELES 


Jane Jones’ 
Little Club 


Blackhawk 
Mildred Railey 
Red Nerve Ore 

Chez Paree 
Benny Fields 
Nick Long, Jr 
Eunice Healy 
Barto Mant 
Josephine Heuston 
Henry Busse Ore 

Club Alabam 
Virginia James 
Ejitie Burton 
Bernard & Henry 
Millicent DeWitt 








Or 


Art Williams Ure 
Club Minnet 
Ruddy Lester 
Howe & Perrin 
Virginia Audrey 
Raniona Hughes 
Ruth Desha 
Jeri Glidden Ore 
Colony Club 
Te Rees 
j} Pat Kent 
i Trudve Davie n 
} Lew Sis 
} Etta Reed 
i; Ruth He h 
|} Pauletie LaPierre 
Jack I chman Ore 


Colosimos 
\da Leonars 
Tracy, Gale & L 
Una 


Cooper 


| Les Hunt 
} Muric! Love 
tankoff & Cannon 
Eileen George 
Congres*« Hotel 


(Cusine) 
Boy Foy 
Beuuville & 
Vera Fern 
Ray Hunt 
| Jose Cortez 


Casa 


Tova 


Loma Ore 
0's 


Orc 


Gay 
Henri Keais 
Joan Clark 
Skippy & Marie 
Colleen 
Geo De Costa 
Lew King 

Grand Terrace 
Fle'te'r Hend’son On 
Harry's N. Y¥. 

Cabaret 
Tex Morrissey 
‘Hank the Mule’ 
Yvette 
hddie Frey 
Jack Ieving 
Dorothy Johnston 
Stanley Ogle 
Billy Meyers 
Millicent 
Al Wagner 
Art Buekley 
Austin Mack Ore 

Hi-Hat 
Willie Shore 
Phelps 
Frank Libuse 
Mildred Toile 
Mimi Rollins 

Hotel Bismarck 


(Walnut Room) 


Geo: Nelidoff 
MecNallie Sis 
Gretchen Lee 
Phil LeVant Ore 
Hotel Brevoort 
Jaros Sis 
Jimmie Christie 
Whitey Neuman 


Drake Hotel 
(Silver Forrest) 


Sheila Barrett 


Anchorage Inn 


Milton Kellem Ore 
Mario Villani 
Clifford & Wayne 
Emily Weymann 
lee Bartell 
Cansino & Sola 
Lew Huffman 


Arcadia Int'l 
Hal Kemp Ore 
Skinny Ennis 
Saxy Dowel! 
Maxine Gray 
Baron & Blair 
Charles Hoffinan 
liliana 





CHICAGO 


| Ethel Dixon 


| Paul Florenz 
| Pat 


| 
} 
| 


Girls 
O’ Malley 
Gower & Gene 
Dick Jurgens Ore 


Hotel Edgewater 
Seach 
(Marine Room) 
Geo Olsen Ore 
Edith Caldwell 
Leighton Noble 


| 


/ 
{ 
i 








Page Out of Old Vaude 








gan repeats nanny 


(Continued from page 54) 
you plead guilty? - (Hooligan imi- 
tates nanny goat.) I say, do you 
| plead guilty or not guilty? ‘Hooli- 


goat imitation.) 


| Rodrigo & Francine | Officer remove him, he’s a nut. 


; Chas 


Carrer 


Harriett Smith's Gis 


Hotel Lasalle 
(Blue Fountain 


Koom) 

Bob McGrew Ore 
Hotel Merrison 
(Terrace Room) 

1 & E Terrence 

fed Fio-Rito 

janis Williams 

Muzzy Mareellino 

»>Hanley Hickman 

2. Debutantes 

ritan 


' Belva 


| Kathryn 


Hotel Palmer House | 


(Empire Keoom) 


Tittle lack Little 
Raoul & Eva Reyes 
Rut Aarons 

s dor G nceZ 
lester Cole 

Paul Resini 

Dxle Winthrop 
Abbott Dancers 


Hotel Sherman 
(College Inn) 


Gertrude Hoffman 


Calgary Fros 
The Nagyfys 
Harriett DeGofft 
Reger Pryor Ore 
Rufe Davis 


4 Rhythm Girls 
Speck & Spick 


Hatel Stevens 
(Continental Ream) 
Maurine & Norva 
Carman Castillo 
Lorraine Sis 
Scott 
Masters Or 


ina 
Frankie 
Parody Club 
Phil Kaye 
Molly Manors 
Marsha Bennett 
Bobbie Clark 
Henry Simmons 


reddy. Janis Ore 


Royale FErolics 
Dolly Kay 
Sid Tomack 
Frances Wood 
Billy Bray 
Marilyn Marlowe 
Barbara Belmore 
Henri Lishon Ore 
Chas Engels Ore 
Vanity Fair 
Edith Murray Ore 
Via Lazo 
Jackie Hamlin 
Dick Hughes 
Sally Keith 
Wallace & Latisha 
Stan Carter 
Yacht Club 
Jerry & Turk 
Nino Rinaldo Ore 
Edith Griffith 
Ted & Al 
Eddie White 
Rex Weber 
885 Club 
Carroll & Gorman 
Paul Keebler Orc 
White 


PHILADELPHIA 


' Hotel Philadelphian 


(Mirror Koom) 
J Frasetto Orcs 
Mickey Alpert 
Rand 
F Gilbert 


(2) 


B & 


| Irene Mauseth 


Betty O'Grady 


|R & R Lyte 


Fenwick & 
Debutantes 
Kit Kat Club 

Tiny Bradshaw Ore 
Pauline Bryant 
Marcia Merquez 
§ Bon Tons 
Noodie & Nockum 
Fats Smith 


Cook 


| Aleathia Purdie 


Jane Jones Bellevue-Stratford 
Paul Kendall (Planet Koom) 
Ahearn Sis Meyer Davis Ore 
Helen Warner Ben Franklin Hotel | 
Jeanne Keller (Georgian Room) 
Melody Grill Moe Jaffe Ore ; 
‘ Benny the Bum’s 
Art Tatum 4 Gondoliers 
Omar's Dome Jay King 
Olive Young 
Yvonne St Clair Dotiy Mollinson 
Dorothy Roberts Anelia Renati 
Gagnon & Brught'’n | carol Lynne 
George Kediman Ore Wally Sheldon 
, . 
+ alma wu 7 | Chez Michaud 
Pacific Sunset Club | Jonny Graft Ore 
Biily Joy Colony Club 
Dan Downing Sherr Walker & S 
' Burriell Marjorie Lane 
Melba  PBPeaudreaux 
Palomar Frances Scott 
Nicholas 2 Hairy Adar 4 
Judy Janis DeGorgue's 
Edith Davis Joe Heinsiey 
Hudson Meizer GI8 | willy MeKee 
Phil Harris Ore Jewel Ello 
eal Melody Men 
Parts ine Embassy Club 
Margarita & Del R10] Riliy Vine ‘ 
Henry Monnet Sue Austin 
Hugo Marcheitl DeBold. 2 
Thera Maitbaison Sally Warren 
Dominic Colombe Cliff Hall 
Ia Vulesca Milly Warwick 
Rosita & J Moreno Aristocrats 
FG: Net '& "G Gis 552s Locust 
Virrone’s |) 3 Kings 
| Little krnie 
Murray Peek Bubbies Shelby 
Lolidea & Arele (trace Manners 
Glen Edmunds Ore Jean Farrat 
Derothy Roberts Florence Holiman 
Beth Milles 
Seven Seas Lynda Kay 
Rs ~ tet Frank t’slumbe's 
sane ter B tire Of; Jess Altmiller Orc 
| Ted Pike 
Samersetl Houre | Florence Sheviin 
William Zerker | Suez « Mein 
. 13 Jacks 
Popay'’s Martine! 
t t O'Sinve Ditne A AY 
Bernice Ft ngton Pauls Kieh 
: wa b. ye a ”" Hotel Adelphia 
a —_ : (Cafe Marguery) 
‘ a . _— Hacoldl Koight Ore 
1 ki oalgpe Ore Vineent Misso Ore 
ane hae toss Maclean 
‘ “ Terry. Lawler 
lrocndere Peart 
Pini ¢ an Ore Dea & Vr are 
‘ Arthu Khevar 
t -Gene's pet pple 
Rar a Back De Hise 
bian (lo )lagies Annex Tolle 
heui Raneau Evan B Fornteine 





Ritz-Carlton 
(Crystal Room) 
Van Levis Ore 


Silser Lake Inn 
(Clementon) 


| (Hooligan 


Gugg:—(Goes to Hooligan.) 


you out all right. 
imitates 


I got 
Where's my $10. 
goat and exits. 


| Gugg appeals to policeman, Con and 


| Judge and 


they 


all 


imitate nanny 


| goaat—ENTER Hooligan with a led- 
| der.) 


case 


Waldman |} 


Judge Where 
that ladder? 
Hooligan:—I'm 
higher 
Con:—The 
cused of 


to a 


Judge:— (As 
| Get the Bible 
| derer. 


cop 


Cop:—Your 
has chewed up the 


are 


going to 
court. 
next case 
murdering his family. 


Honor, 


you going with 


take my 
(Exits ’ 


IS a Man ace 


brings in man.) 


and swear in the mur- 


the bull 
Bible. 


pep 


Judge:—Make the witness kiss the 


dog. We can't adjourn to get a new 
| Bible. So. you murdered your 
| whole family? 

| Man:—Yes, Your Honor. 

Judge:—Thirty days. 

Man:—Don't be so hard on me, 
Judge. It was only a SMALL fam- 
ily. 
| Judge:—Take him away. There 


ain't going to be no 


around.) What 
this court? 


| Hooligan:—I'm a 


never can 
(Exits.) 


| 
| 
tell 
| 
| 


a jug of whiskey. 
Judge:—Bring 
stealer. 
far 





and exits 


in 
(Policeman 


murderers in my 


| court. (Enters.Hooligan and wanders 
are 


Judge:—What trial? 
Hooligan:—I don’t know. 


you doing in 
witness. 

But you 

what cases come up, 


Judge:—What's the next case? 
Con:—A man accused of stealing 


the 
does 


whiskey 
funny. 


and reenters with 
whiskey stealer, who has jug. 
| tries to drink out of it. 


Cop 
Gugg takes 


| it away from him and hands it to the 


| Judge.) How dare 
before the Judge? 
makes faces.) 

| Gugg:—Your 
| not guilty. 
fits. 


you try to drink 
(Takes drink, 


What's that, lamp oil? 

Honor, 
He is simply subject to 
While meandering down the 


this man’s 


| boulevard he took a fit. 


| Judge:—I'll soak 
Gugg:-—while 
lof this fit, his 
|}reached into a 
| jugs of whiskey. 
a jug, he took 
| him of fits. 
| Judge:—You say 
| for fits? 


Con:—But I say 


under the 
hand 
window containing 

His hand clutched 
it home and it cured 


him $5 for that. 
influence 
involuntarily 


whiskey is good 


whiskey is NOT 


| good for fits. (Cop is seized with a 


| FIT—Judge brings down jug 


| gives him a drink. 


and 
Hooligan comes 


) on and has a FIT, is given a drink— 
| then the JUDGE has a fit—Hoolivan 


whiskey. 

Judge:— (Coming 
quickly.) 
(Whistle blows, 
starts to go out.) 
| you going? 


| 
| 


Jury:—Why., it’s lunch time. 


Mickey Familant Or | Want our Junch. 


Charies & 
Mildred 
Clayton Romiler 
Katbara Dare 
Jack King 


1214 Spruce 
Julia Garrity 
Jiramy Blake 


20th Century Tavera 
Barney Zeeman Orc 
Shirley Hale 
Kippie Velez 
Zaron & Gray 
Johony Leary 
3 Esquires 
21 Club 

Brandt & Fowler 
Sally LaMarr 
Mary Lee 
Richard Bach 
Dorothy Allison 
Ann Rush 
* ‘th bhangi 
Marguerite 
Little Bits 
Yo Vo 
lAllian 
Bubby Evans 
Jonbnny Hudgins 
Norton & Margot 
Victoria Vigal 
Heds & Curley 
Milton Murdock 
Prank Fairfax 

Walton Roof 
jen ZAolla One 
Arden & tenurd 
tay VPieard 


Weber's Hofbran 
(Camden) 


Barbara 
Benson 


Club 


Fitzgerald 


Orc 


Leuis Chatkin 
Klderadiaus 

Siroy & 
Betty I 


Laddie 


Ore 


Weaver 
ane 
Lamont 
Meivrill 

Kirk 

(ivegory Quinn 

lise Hart 

furmen ad’ Antonio 
Joe Kemone 
Yorktown Tavern 
Feetl silger Ore 
hit Oakford 

ifezel Harmon 
Harbiert & Carlita 
Jimmy ©' Leary 
fen: Nathan 


bob 


Kose 


| Judge:—Say, 


officer, 
bring in the Jury some lunch. 
| have a lot of cases before us. 


turning jug upside down.) 
Hooligan:—Judge, 


there’s no more 


out of fit 


Then there's no more fits. 
bell 


rings, Jwy, 
Here, where are 


We 
ond 


We 
fod 


Zz0 out 


| here’s a dime and tell] Bill, the b ir- 


| tender at Schmidt's, 


| it’s for the Judge. 
| scuttle and a 
la cigar or a pipe. 
Con:—Your 
1? 


Judge:—Say. I'm 


dime.) 


Honor, 
smoking allowed in Court. 


to fill it up: 
(Hands him c dal 
Judge li; hts 
is 


there no 


the Judge, ain't 


| Con:—Yes, Your Honor. 
| Judge:—Well, the Judge can smoke 


| a little. 


' 


hands it to Judge. 


(Officer enters with a piitch- 
fork full of hay and throws it in the 
| jury box and exits. 


V Kins | % ‘ 
Vilkir in with coal scuttle full of beer cond 


Hooligan comes 


Judge drinks it 


| all up as everybody watches him 


| with their mouths watering.) 
NOISES heard off stage. 


| looks 


as 


officer enters with che 


(Loud 
Everybody 


us 


girls al) dressed in long capes. What 


is the matter here? 


| Honor, they all 


were doing 


Officer:-—Your 
the 


hootchie-kootchie dance in one-piece 


| bathing suits. 


Judge:—‘(Raps mallet on bench— 


| puts on hat and yells). 


journed. 


Court's ade 


Con:—(Seeing Judge go down to 


} the girls.) 


What are you going to do 


| with them, Your Honor? 


holding a 
I am going to hold 


| Judge:—(Flirting 


with girls and 


couple ‘round the waist). 


them all for fire 


j} ther examination. (Hooligan hits 
| Judge on head with bladder from 
| behind—and takes his place with 
| girls—eve rybody sings as ciactain 


i descends. ) 


. 
ik 
a 
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Plays on Broadway 





Can’t Take It With You 


Faree in three acts presented at Booth, 


WN. Y., Dee. 14, °386, by Sam H. Harris; 
written by Moss Hart and George S. Kauf- 
man: staged by Iatter; $3.30 top. 
Penelope Syeamore........-- Josephine Hull 
BGs ccc tcccwesescnceseves Paula Trueman 
PEN, fo <c.cntb ease reece 6008 Ruth Attaway 
Paul Sycamore. .....-.ccee8s: Frank Wilcox 
Mr. De Pimm@...--.csccoees: Frank Conlan 
eee fer. rer Te George Heller 
Dal oon eb ecsecossececceesce Oscar Polk 
Martin Vanderhof...........Henry Travers 
Albe@. .ccccccccccdeccesce Maram Stevenson 
Henderson... .Hugh Rennie 
Tony Kirby esene Jess Barker 
Boris Kolenkhovy ..George Tobias 
Gay Wellington... ‘a Mitzi Hajos 
Bir.. Kirby... ose. .William J. Kelly 
Mrs. Kirby...-- .. Virginia Hammond | 

{George Leach | 
Three MON. .cccccccccccees ' Ralph Holmes 

| Franklin Heller 


Cis i icc mhatades 6400s 0440 500 Anna Lubowe 





Broadway's newest laugh show is 
Sem H. Harris’ second comedy con- 
tribution this season. /!t shouid land 
in the big money, as did ‘Stage Door,’ 

_ current at the same manager’s Music 
Box. 

George S. Kaufman figures strong- 
ly in both. He collaborated with 
Edna Ferber in ‘Door’ and with Moss 
Hart on this one; also he staged 
both plays. This is the show that 
they cooked up together in Cali- 
fornia last spring, but there is no 
trace of Hollywood in the proceed- 
ings. ° 

General idea is that of a family, 
each member of which has an ec- 
centric hoppy or outlook. There is, 
perhaps, nothing unusual in that, but 
in ‘Can’t Take It’ is all comic and 
rings with laughter. 

Grandpa quit business 35 years 
ago and spends his time collecting 
snakes and stamps and attending 
commencements. Mother Sycamore 
has been trying to write for eight 
years, just because a typewriter was 
delivered at the house cnce by mis- 
take. 

Father of two daughters invents 





| Joe Murray 





fireworks in the cellar, his assistant 
being a former ice man who be- 
came attached to the family. One 
daughter, Essie, married to a nugg 
who thinks he plays the -vlophone, 
has been taking toe dance lessons 
from a vehement Russian. Ed, the 
husband, makes music when she 
practices, and does hand-printing on 
the side, while she has built up a 
‘ homemade candy trade. 

There is another daughter, Alice. 
who is pretty and competent in her 
Wall Street job. She knows all the 
screwy things her family does, but 
she loves them. When love comes 
and the man is Tony Kirby, son of 
her boss, there is a grave doubt in 
her mind whether the marriage 
could work out. 

Hilarious second act, which turns 
out most of the laughs, ends by Alice 
calling off her engagement. Tony’s 
tony parents are present when lots 
of things happen and all hands go 
to the cooler. They are turned out 
the next morning. but Alice is de- 
termined to go off by herself. It is 
the philosophy of grandpa _ that 
smoothens all the difficulties and 
wins the admiration of the elder 
Kirby. All sit down to blintzes 
cooked by a one-time Russian duch- 
ess. who is now a waitress in Childs. 

Characters include a colored maid 
and her man, who are funny, also 
two kittens named Groucho and 
Harpo. 

There is more story than noticed 
during the performance, but the play 
is paced so well that no plot idea 
was apparent. Then too the cast is 
so well selected that there were no 
acting weaknesses noticed during the 


performance. 
Henry ‘Travers as the _ kindly 
grandpa, with his own ideas of 


leisure, hopes he'll live to be 150 
because things in the household are 
so laughable. Josephine Hull as 
mother of the two girls is a nutty 
woman. amusing, too. George To- 
bias, who is plenty comedian. is the 
Russian whose one word rating of 
things he doesn’t like wins loud 
laughter. He has grown a luxuriant 
chin piece and mustache, which took 
months. Paula Trueman as the near 
dancer is:as good a choice as any. 
Margot Stevenson as Alice is the 
retty girl of the play. and sweet. 
iss Stevenson was switched into 
the cast from ‘Stage Door.’ George 
Heller is the xylophone-plaving 
printer, adding to the wacky atmos- 
phere. Mitzi Hajos plays an actress 
stew who folds up when she sees 
two snakes in a cage. Other good 
selections are William J. Kelly, Vir- 
ginia Hammond and Jess Barker as 
the Kirbys. Present, too, are Frank 
Conlon and Anna Lubowe, while Os- 
car Polk and Ruth Attaway are the 
colored team. ; 
Definitely an evening’s diversion. 
Ibee. | 





‘Dancing Co-ed,’ musical comedy | 
with book, lyrics and music by Ed- | 
ward J. Lambert, announced by | 
Jules Leventhal for around: Dec. 28. | 

‘Good Old Summer Time,’ by Mar- | 
tin Flavin, taken by Lodewick | 
Vroom for immediate production. | 
Now casting, for premiere Dec. 28. | 
Bertram Harrison directing. Play | 
was formerly known as ‘Sunday.’ 

‘Honorable Men,’ by Oliver White | 
and George F. Marion, set for early | 
February production by American | 
Play Association, new firm. 


Holmeses of Baker St. 


Comedy drama in three acts presented at 
Masque, N. Y., Dec. 9 ‘36, by Elizabeth 
Miele by arrangement with Lion M, L.ion; 
adapted from Basil Mitchell's original by 
William Jourdan Rapp and Leonardo Ber- 
covici, staged by Reginald Bach; Cyril 
Scott, Helen Chandler and Cissie Loftus 
featured; $3.30 top, 

Po Be ee Helen Chandler 
i... ae ....Jd0nbn Parrish 

Se WMO 5 «6 6 cb be'e6 ae Conway Wingfield | 
Inspector Withers....... Stuart Casey | 
Bs, MOMS s be 00040 00600 .....Cyril Seott | 
Mr. Canning. Don Dillaway | 
Mrs. Watson ieee Cecilia Loftus | 
Inspector Laker...... Raymond Bramley | 
Maid ‘ a a: Beatrice Graham 





Arthur 


TOmm POORER. cccccooctetes 
Arthur Singer...e. .. Murray Stephens | 


It was an English idea to bring | 
back Sherlock Holmes and treat it} 
comically, but the ‘Holmeses of Baker | 
Street’ is a minor mystery play and 
‘quite elementary.’ 

Nor does old Doc Watson help any. 





There is a ‘Quick, Watson, the 
needle,’ scene when something is 
supposed to be injected into a homing 


pigeon, a palpable prop. At times | 
the first-nighters were inclined to 
razz the show because of its phoney 
melodramatics. Whether the basic 
fault is in the play itself or due to | 
the American adaptation, is a ques- | 
tion. 

Senile Holmes and the equally | 
aged Dr. and Mrs. Watson present a | 
set of leads in the a.k. class. There | 
is some sunshine, however, via the | 
presence of Sherlock’s daughter, | 
Shirley, who, through her supposedly 
inherited powers of deduction, wins 
the honor of being appointed the 
first woman detective in Scotland 
Yard. In the original Holmes stories 
there was no indication that he was 
or would be married, so the inven- 
tion of a daughter is that of the 
present author’s. 

_Holmes is supposed to have re- | 
tired, having turned his attention to 
bee culture. Queen bee is received | 
from an unknown, and, in the small | 
boxlike cage is a piece of candy 
which conceals a pear! of great price. | 
Mobsters known as the White gang | 
are aware of the pearl’s hiding place, 
and so is Scotland Yard. 

Detective discovers that his daugh- | 
ter has taken the cage as a prank | 
to keep him in London a bit longer, | 
and he retrieves the bee. Girl is| 
kidnaped, but escapes by burning | 
through her bonds with a cigarette, | 
having part of the gang pinched. 

Play brings back white-haired | 
Cyril Scott, who has been on the'| 
stage for 50 years. He unfortunately | 
stumbled on the lines, as did several | 











| Alexander 


others on the opening night. Helen 
Chandler as the daughter is the 
bright spot of the evening. She is 
featured with Scot. and _ Cissie 
Loftus, who plays a jittery old 
woman. Play was written as a com- 
edy, but there are only some feeble 
giggles. 

Title of ‘Sherlock Holmes’ is con- 
trolled by William Gillette, who 
originated the stage character. That 
explains the rather clumsy label of 
the present play. Ibee. 


Out of Town 


MARY TUDOR 


Pittsburgh, Dee. 11. 
drama ‘freely adapted’ 
Dean from Victor Hugo's play. 


Three-act by 


Directed by Chester Wallace and presented 
by Drama Department of Carnegie Tech at 
College theatre, week Dec, 11, °'36. 

err Jane Mitchell 
Edward Courtney.............George Lloyd 
Simen Renard............Milteon Goldbloom 
ROUGE DONO. coveveviisticcsen Stig Exgede 
Ree SE. . cheenedeagees William Herz 
Duke of Norfolk......... ..Maxwell Lick 
Earl of Arundel......... Edward Rosenthal 
Re PUNE bcs ccecctococversess Gino Conte 
Lord Rochester.......... William Hemphill 
Thomas Parry...........--..Norbert Kelly 
eT en acces ep eke Margot Dee 
Princess Elizabeth.......... Margaret Herd 
Royal Executioner...........Simon Gerson 
Sir James Carew..cccccccesses: Coe Norton 





Written originally by Victor Hugo, 
‘Mary Tudor’ was first presented in 
Paris more than a century ago, but 
Yale’s Alexander Dean admits his 


adaptation bears little resemblance 
to the original. He has substituted 
history for Hugo’s fiction, insisting 
that the facts are considerably more 
interesting and exciting. In fact, so 
far has the adapter gone afield that, 
when published soon, the work will 
be called ‘The Spanish Marriage,’ 
with bare acknowledgement te Hugo 
for the inspiration. 

As it now stands, ‘Mary Tudor’ 
should have definite commercial 
possibilities with a bit more careful 
editing and clarity. First act is too 
long and too talky. and a couple of 
speeches need scissoring, particu- 


| larly one by the scheming Spanish 


ambassador. That’s really the crux 
of the drama and it’s too windy and 
complex to follow. Second stanza is 


| a corker and the third needs only a 


Slight bit of tightening. 

Drama is unusually timely as well, 
since it bears a striking parallel to 
current events in England. Deals 
with events leading up to the mar- 
riage of Queen Mary and Phillip of 
Spain, a match the soverign was 


| forced into by intrigue between 
Spain and several of her privy 
councillors. Mary’s heart, according 


to this, was with handsome young 
Edward Courtney, whose suit had 








ee 


Inside Stuft-Legit 





Just before Noel Coward and Gertrude Lawrence walked on for ‘Req 
Peppers,’ final act of ‘Tonight at 8:30," given at the National, N, Y., Friday 
(11) midnight, for the benefit of the Actors’ Fund and Stage Relief Fund 
Alexander Woollcott, sitting in the first row center, donned one of Harpo 


Marx’s red wigs. 


Stars use the same colored wigs in the act. 


They were 


surprised and smiled, but the Woollcott gag did not perturb them. 
Benefit drew standees, some professionals failing to secure seats. Gross 


was close to $2,500. 





With the booking of ‘Promise’ into the Little, N. Y., Gilbert Miller, its 
producer, and Anne Nichols, who is operating the theatre, entered into 
an arrangement whereby each will have first call for bookings in the the. 


atres controlled by them. Other ho 
‘Promise,’ which will give Miller 


| is a six-character play. 


use is Henry Miller’s. 
four attractions on Broadway's list 


When Clara Luce’s play, ‘The Women,’ due into the Barrymore, N. y, 


next week, opened in Philadelphia, 


J. J. Shubert. 


there was a line in it referring to 


Milton and Lawrence Shubert, who were out front, imme- 


diately protested. At first Miss Luce declined to cut the line but later it 
was deleted following certain telegrams from New York. 
Max Gordon, who produced ‘Women,’ says it wasn’t funny anyhow, 





Originally Charles Washburn was the sole author of ‘All Editions,’ which 


is again in rehearsal. 


After the Baltimore try-out some weeks ago, Wash- 


burn called in Clyde North as collaborator and the latter is now staging 


the revised edition. 


North is a radio writer, having done ‘The Crying Blues’ series. 





George Tobias, in the cast of ‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ which 
opened at the Booth, New York, Monday (14) is of a Yiddish stage family, 
His brother is Seldon Bennett, a legit producer and actor. 

Tobias’ early stage assignment was in ‘What Price Glory.’ 





strong backing but who was a 
weakling unable to bide his time. 
Informed by the plotting Spanish 
envoy that Mary had agreed to ac- 
cept Phillip and that Princess Eliza- 
beth was being touted for the throne 
through a rebellion instigated by Sir 
Thomas Wyatt, Edward goes rushing 
off to Elizabeth, to get in on the 
ground floor. 

Character of Courtney is one of 
the play’s glaring weaknesses. Never 
clearly defined. He's wafted with 
indecision on _ conflicting cross- 
currents and it is impossible ever to 
tell whether his professed love for 
Mary is real or not. 

When Mary gets wind of the meet- 
ings between Courtney and Eliza- 
beth, who doesn’t know his real 
identity, she hauls both of them into 
court. Since she can’t convict one 
without the other and wants to free 
her half-sister, she cooks up a 
scheme with Elizabeth’s faithful 
servant, Thomas Parry, to accuse 
Courtney of having hired him to 
take the queen’s life. In return for 
this, Parry makes her promise to 





show world. 


manager. 


cled events of all 
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Not in Years, But in Service 


The true measure of the character of ‘VARIETY’ is the 
service it performs as the leading newspaper of the entire 


Impartial and accurate in reporting news, expert in 
its reviews of all forms of entertainment, ‘VARIETY’, because 
of its usefulness, is an indispensable aid to the artist and the 


For nearly a third of a century ‘Variety’ has chroni- 
It has mirrored the 
changes and transitions. Its own news gathering organiza- 
tion has steadily expanded until it encircles the globe. 


fields of amusements. 


Not years alone account for its unique place in 


journalism; but years of service, of independence and of 
vision are the reasons. 
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make 
Royal. 

In the last act, laid in the Tower 
of London, Mary hears Sir Thomas 


Wyatt, before his execution, clear 
Courtney and Elizabeth of all 
complicity in his rebellion, still loves 
the dashing young nobleman and is 
determined to set him free. Privy 
council is against her, however. and 
the howling of the London mobs for 
vengeance weakens’ the | queen’s 
resistance. When the others have 
left, she plots with the keeper of the 
tower to substitute the innocent 
Parry for Courtney on the scaffold, 
but the Spanish ambassador over- 
hears her plan, works a_ double 
switch and sends Courtney to the 
gallows to insure Mary’s hand for 
his prince. 

There’s a fine scene in the tower 
between Mary and Elizabeth when 
the former learns of her half-sister’s 
love for Parry and neither is certain 
which man is mafching to his death. 
Curtain has Elizabeth going back to 
Hatfield to await her faithful Parry 
and Mary tragically at prayer as she 
tells the villainous Renard that she 
will await his country’s offer within 
the hour. 

Carnegie Tech, with one of the 
outstanding college dramatic schools 
in the country, has given ‘Mary of 
Tudor’ a fine physical production, 
but casting doesn’t entirely bring out 
the play’s possibilities. Professional 
company would give it the emotional 
wallop that is merely suggested here, 
and if Dean can find time on his 
current six-month sabbatical leave 
in the Orient to jump up the first 
act and a couple of the characters, 
he may have a strong Broadway 
entry on his hands for next fall. 
Piece would be a natural for either 
Helen Hayes, if she hasn’t tired of 
regal robes, or Katharine Cornell. 

Direction by Chester Wallace, who 
had Dean sit in with him here for a 
few days, is excellent considering 
the difficulties of working with a 
student company, while Lloyd Wen- 
ninger’s sets are striking in their 
sombre 16th century coldness. 

Cohen. 


his mistress the Princess 





Jonah and the Whale 


Boston, Dec. 12. 


Comedy in three acts (six scenes) and 
prolog by James Birdie; presented by Har- 


vard Dramatic Club, with assistance of 
Radcliffe Idlers, at Peabody Playhouse, 
Boston, Dec. 10, °36. Staged by Carlton 
Miles; sets John Van Horne. 





Cast: Richard Seymer, Desiree Rogers, 
Robert Eckles, Richmond Holder, HBettins 
Gray, Stephen Greene, Paul Killiam, John 
Weld, Willard Whitman, Guy Clements, 
John Barnard, David S. Epstein, L. Jobn 
Protit, Peggy Eastell, Evelyn Stern, Joanne 
Stern, Polly Long, Edward Alford, Richard 


Barrett, Roger Sheppard, Agnes Love. 





Harvard Dramatic Club, in pre- 
senting the American premiere of 
James Birdie’s whimsical, comical 
semi-religious piece, indicates the 
play might appeal to a much greater 
audience than the scattering of 
friends and alumni who so en- 
joyed it in this small playhouse. 
Presumably it would entertain. 
Many who raved about and en- 
thusiastically supported ‘Green 
Pastures’—and that counts up to 4a 
sizeable number. It would not be 
surprising if some American enter- 
preneur of the legit major league 
took this one, already seen in Lon- 
don, under wing. , 

And if these earnest play-exper'!- 
menters have not uncovered a hit, 
they have attracted, at least, the very 
able services of a director, Carlton 
Miles, who gave their present season 





the most auspicious opening in years- 
This free-and-easy version of the 
tribulations of Jonah (just skirting 
the established Biblical story) is !" 
troduced in a prolog by characters 
(Continued on page 70) 
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WPA SHOWS TO CONTINU 





Pirandello’s Death 


Rome, Dec. 15. 
Luigi Pirandello, 69, Nobel Prize 
playwright, died suddently Thursday 
(10) in his sleep. Death was be- 
lieved due to enlargement of the 
heart and was unexpected, 





Death of Pirandello puts to an end 
a hightly unusual and secret deal 
which was just about set for him to 
become a film actor in Hollywood. 
Details had been practically worked 
out for Warner Bros. to produce ‘Six 
Characters in Search of an Author’ 
and Pirandello was coming to the 
U. S. in January to play the part of 
the author in the film himself. 
Whether Warners will now go 
through with the filmization, sans 
Piarandello, is uncertain. Max Rein- 
hardt was to direct and Dr. Saul Co- 
lin, Pirandello’s pérsonal rep in the 
U. S., had set the deal but was com- 
mitted not to say anything about it 
until details were worked. out. 

Pirandello was perhaps the hard- 
est-working w.k. writer in the world. 
At death he was working on his au- 
tobiography. He had completed and 
had produced 40 plays (the 41st is 
scheduled for production in Florence, 
Italy), 12 novels, 24 volumes of short 
stories (about 400 in number), three 
volumes of poetry and four volumes 
of essays. When he had finished his 
biography he wanted to make a se- 
lection of 365 short stories for a 
round-the-year giant volume. 


1 of 3 Nobel Dramatists 

He was one of the only three play- 
wrights who ever won the Nobel 
prize, other two being George Ber- 
nard Shaw and Eugene O'Neill. Best 
known of his plays are ‘Six Charac- 
ters’ and ‘As You Desire Me.’ Latter 
was filmed by Metro (Garbo) 

He was in America last year work- 
ing on a film’deal when the Ethio- 
pian business got hot and he rushed 
back to Italy. Paradoxically, he was 
an ardent Fascist and wanted to be 
on .the spot. 

Of his three children, one is Ste- 
fano Landi, a writer who preferred 
to write without any mention of the 
Pirandello name, figuring on being 
on his own. His writings, two years 
ago, brought him the Mussolini 
prize. Another son, Fausto Piran- 
delio, is a painter with a rep also, 

One of his piays, ‘Trovarsi,’ is on 
Gilbert Miller’s schedule for this sea- 
son, but may be deferred until next 
year. 

Pirandello vs. Shuberts 


Sudden death of Luigi Pirandelio 
set back two suits which were about 
to be filed against the Shuberts on 
behalf of the Italian playwright. 
Principal action seeks an order re- 
straining the Shuberts from _ inter- 
fering with the plan by Gilbert 
Miller to produce ‘Trovasi.’ one of 


the last dramas written by Piran- 
dello. 
Shuberts contend they have the| 


rights to all Pirandello plays in this 
countr, in light of a contract which 
they entered into with him in 1932. 
That was prior to the Shubert re- 
ceivership. Managers further state 
that the Italian agreed to deliver two 
more plays in additon to those they 
Claim having the stage rights to. 
Contention of Sidney R. Fleisher, 
attorney for Pirandello over here, 
and his resident representative, Dr. 
Saul Colin, is that the 1932 deal was 


voided through the bankruptcy of the | 


Shubert Theatrical Corp., now de- 
funct. Managers are now operating 
under the name of the Select The- 
atre Corp. 

Fleisher 


‘ had prepared the papers 
in the inju 


nective proceedings, there 


being 25 pages of typewritten script, | 


Which were about to be filed last 
oiiey (10) when he 
word of th amatist’s pass 
Be. Cote, e dramatist’s passing from 
Another action also readied for 
filing was for a declaratory judg- 
ment. This proceedings is designed 
to clarify the issues on both sides, 
Specifying the rights of the play- 
wright and the manazers. The legal 
matters have been postponed until 
an executor is appointed for the Pir- 
aaneiie estate. The controversy has 
een going on for three years, 
ae Rome, Nov. 30. 

Luigi Pirandello has finished writ- 


a 


received | 


Ends Secret 





A Cinch 


Well known performer who is 
a student of the racing form 
has been nicking a bookmaker 
with regularity. First day of 
recent cold snap the bookie 
called him up and said: ‘If you 
go out today be sure and wear 
a muffler.’ 

Bookie’s idea 
to remain well 
even some time. 


is for the guy 
so he can get 
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GOV'T EXPLAINS 


Deal with Metro; Shubert Suits Pag IEC] STATIIS 


Cuts Only for Economy of 
Administrative End, Hop- 
kins Says — No Needy 
People Dropped From 
Payroll—Egquity Believes 
Agitation Incited by Ad- 

| ministrations Opponents 








THOSE PINK SLIPS 





OF ‘HAPPEN 
LEFT 





the FTP- in various parts of the 





play was presented in 19 spots simul- 
before 
Surviving are three in New 
Chicago and one in 
Some played four weeks in 


itaneously shortly election. 
two in 


Jersey. 


} ‘ 
| towns rarely getting shows, and the 


| total playing time was 80 weeks, con- 


| siderably more than that guaranteed | 


the author. 


move to Daly’s, 
‘Can't’ is playing. 
and is expected to stay on the road 
six months. 


readied, one to 
N. C., and the other at Birmingham, 
Ala. 





Newark, Dec. 15. 

WPA Federal Theatre's production 
of ‘it Can't Happen Here,’ presented 
under the personal supervision of 
Louis M. Simon, state director, wili 
play a two-week engagement at the 
Locust theatre, Philadelphia, begin- 
ning Jan. 5. 

This is the only instance of a WPA 
production being booked in another 
state, reason being that Pennsylvania 
has a very limited theatre project. 


theatre, Newark, and Montclair the- 
atre, Montclair. 





‘ABIE’ REVIVAL REALLY 
COMING TO BROADWAY 


Revival of ‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ which 
tried out im neighborhood houses 
recently, is due back on Broadway 
during the holidays, according to 
plans of Anne Nichols, its authoress- 
producer. 

Miss Nichols and Morris 
planed back from the Coast at the 
week-end and have started readying 
‘Hey, Diddle Diddle.’ Bartlett Cor- 
| mack, who wrote the satire, 

from Hollywood. 
‘Abie’ aeeds but a few days re- 
| hearsal before opening. 








due 





\ing a new comedy for the De Filippo 
Brothers, which 


in Naples in two weeks. Play is a 


(The New Dress’). It is adapted 
to the needs and the particular 
style of acting of the two Neapoli- 
tan comedians, and Pirandelio is 


working with them on rehearsals so | 


that he can modify and amplify the 
dialog. 

Later the de Filippos plan to put 
on ‘Agro di Limone’ ‘Sour as a 
Lemon’), also by Pirandello; ‘I) Cor- 
ltile’ (The Courtyard’) by 
Martini, and a new play by 
| Petrolini. 


Ettore 


ONLY SIX COS. wu. 


Only 6 of the 21 ‘It Can’t Happen | 
Here’ shows, which were put on by | 


country, remain open. Sinclair Lewis | 


York, | 
New 


Unit at the Majestic, | 
Brooklyn, will also go to the road. 


Two southern companies are being | a. : , 
open at Raleigh, | William P. Farnsworth, who repre- 


Play had a successful run at the City | 


Green | 


is also | 


is to be produced | 


three-acter called ‘Il Vestito Nuovo’ } 


F. M.! 


the tumult of Equity’s dis- 
c ssion meeting and its hecti coun- 
|cil session, agitated actors quieted 
|down somewhat late last week over 
| the pink slip dismissals from the 
Works Progress Administration’s 
theatre project in N. Y. 





| its schedule for cutting down on the 
| 





| 
| 
} 
| 


It was in- | 
| dicated that the WPA had moderated | 


a 
—_ 


Battle of ‘Hamlets’ en Broadway 


Gver: Howard to Road, Gielgud Stays 





‘Tonight’ Ducats 


John C. Wilson, who presents 
‘Tonight at 8:30" at the National, 
N. Y., was advised by a patron 
that he paid $9.90 for tickets 
from an agency. Manager asked 
the box-ofice whether the show 
was for the benefit of the brok- 
ers or Noel Coward. 

When that was told a broker, 
the latter asked how many 
house tickets were put aside 
nightly for the management’s 
use. When told, he said: ‘Tell 
him we'll give him $9.90 for 
each of them.’ 


FREEDLEY SUES 
MINSKYS ON 











relief show project, and it was stated | 


|that none on the pay roll who are 
| unquestionably in need will be let 
out. 

Back of the violent protests, ac- 
| cusations, Letitions and heated meet- 
ings, Equity perceived a_ political 
|move. It was figured that opponents 
of the administration had steamed 
|up WPA people all the more when 
the anti-pink slip demonstrations 
were on. Pointed out that Equity’s 
annual election o. officers for a new 
three-year 
| spring. bservers in Equity are 
sure that a faction within the organ- 


long stretch between December 
and May. 
Despite the fact that the relief 
show situation has eased off, there 


are liable to be more fireworks at 


| Friday at the Astor hotel. 


sents Hallie Flanagan in Washington, 
explained that no wholesale let-outs 
from the theatre project were 
ordered, nor contemplated. He stated 
that the plan is to reduce the num- 
ber of people not on relief to 10% 
of the total pay roll. Fact that peo- 
ple who did not register under home 
relief are liable to dismissal in this 
| move is not strictly correct. 


Farnsworth Explains 
Farnsworth said that anyone get- 


Emergency Relief Bureau for a cer- 
tificate of need and, if that is se- 
cured, would be placed back on the 
‘pay roll immediately. The ERB, 
however, has been rather a thorn to 
the relief people. Yet it was indi- 
|cated that those who objected the 
most probably could not give the 
|right answers as to their need and 
probably were not eligible to relief. 
ERB assigned a representative to the 
theatre project offices at 701 Eighth 
; avenue to facilitate *e issuance of 





pink slips. 

Assertions as to the number of ac- 
tors who were handed slips were ex- 
aggerated. Actually there were 18 
pros among the let-outs and all are 
likely to be reinstated. More than 
100 received slips, mostly in the art- 
ists and writers projects. Frank Gill- 
more, Equity prez, went to the proj- 
ect’s headquarters about the dismis- 
sals and protested vigorously. He 
| was shown the record cards of each 
| individual and, in every instance, the 
| player was not on relief. 

Gillmore also spoke at a mass 
meeting held Saturday (12) at the 
Manhattan Opera House, where the 
various theatre unions gathered to 
assail the pink slip thing. It was 
| then known that the WPA had mod- 
erated its original order. 


Equity 
At Friday’s Equity meeting details 
of the situation will be given to 
members, who will be told what to 
do if getting a pink slip. They will 
be advised, too, that when shows or 
units are discontinued or closed, 
those not on relief will be rated as 
(Continued on page 62) 


term will be held next | 


ization is at least partly in back of | 
the WPA z'tation, even though it is 


Unit at the Adelphi, N. Y., will = 
where a Yiddish 
Latter will toun, 


the quarterly Equity meeting next 


ting a pink slip could apply to the | 


need certificates to those who got | 


TITLE 


Attorney A. L. Berman, on behalf 
of Vinton Freedley, has prepared 
papers to be filed in injunction pro- 
ceedinigs against Herbert and Morion 
Minsky, seeking to restrain them 
‘from using the title ‘Red, Hot and 
Nude’ as the title of their first stock 
burlesque show at the Oriental (for- 
merly Warners) on Broadway. House 
is around the corn-r {.om the Alvin, 
where Freedley’s ‘Red, Hot and Blue’ 
is current. 

Legit manager contends the Min- 
sky’s are -using unfair tactics in 
adapting the title of his musical. He 





tinkered with other titles before 
choosing ‘Hot.” Show’ was first 
known as ‘—but Millions,’ then used 


|a dollar mark instead of an s in that 
|phrase. That was discarded, also 
|‘Wait for Baby.’ 


SOL DE VRIES, 63, ACE 
B. 0. TREASURER, DIES 


Sol De Vries, 63, ace box-office 
man for the Shuberts, spotted at the 
|Winter Garden, N. Y., died Satur- 
|\day (12). He had been recently re- 
elected treasurer of the Treasurers 
‘Club of America. It was to have 
been his 24th consecutive term in 
that office. 

De Vries was taken ill immediate- 
ly after the annual election and mid- 
night supper but reported at the the- 
atre for several days thereafter. He 
succumbed to a heart ailment and 
‘complications, it being reported that 
pneumonia developed toward the 
end of the eight days he was in the 
Polytechnic hospital. 


Meeting of the club’s board was 
called and Jerome E. Flynn was 
named temporary treasurer. Another 
board meeting is slated for next Sat- 
urday (19), when a successor will 
ibe elected to act during 1937. 

Irving Engle was switched into the 
Winter Garden from the Morosco, 
Richard Moon returning to the lat- 
ter house. 














QUARTET CALLED IN 


Two Revivals, ‘Night of Jan. 16’ and 
‘Call’ Taken Off Road 


Two Shubert operetta revivals 
have been cailed in, and will prob- 
ably not go to the road again this 
season. One is ‘Blossom Time,’ sent 
out nearly every season since its 
| original presentation, and ‘Naughty 
Marietta’ is the other, originally pre- 
sented by Arthur Hammerstein. 

‘Night of January 16’ was 
yanked. It was presented by A. H. 
Woods, with the Shuberts having a 
50% interest. Latter also were in on 
‘Cail It a Day,’ which, too, was with- 
drawn over the week-end. 


+ a 


Baitle of Hamlets on Broadway is 
over but discussions as to who is the 
best Melancholy Dane—Leslie How- 
ard or John Gielgud—are still on. 
Whetted by the distinction originally 
made by the press and later aroused 
among theatregoers, actors got in on 
the argument. Number of them saw 
both ‘Hamlets,’ then talked it over, 
with Gielgud having a slight edge 
for his scholarly characterization. 

Attendance at Howard’s ‘Hamlet’ 
leaped when the final week was an- 
nounced and Saturday’s matinee and 


night grossed $5,200 for a total on 
the week of better than $15,000. 
Shuberts urged him to extend the 


engagement, but Howard decided to 
stick to his schedule, which calls for 
opening in Chicago on Christmas 
eve. Prior to that, however, he will 


rest in Florida. He trained for the 
south Monday (14) after giving a 
Sunday night benefit for the Stage 


Relief Fund. That was unusual for 
an attraction which played only five 
weeks, 

On the inside it was known that 
Howard was so upset by the hostile 
notices that he expressed himself as 
through with the stage after touring 
to the Coast. However, the patronage 
accorded the star shunted that idea 
into the discard. He made six cure 





tain speeches during the final week 
at the Imperial. 
| Second Looks 

Letters of recrimination received 
by critics resulted in them witness- 
ing the Howard show for a second 
time. All agreed it was a better 
performance than he gave on the 
| first night. One wrote a second re- 
view reversing himself, while others 
decided to stand by their original 
comment, notwithstanding. 
| Guthrie McClintic will move the 
Gielgud ‘Hamlet’ from the Empire 
next Monday (21) to the St. James, 
engagement having been extended 
three weeks, and will play until Jan. 
9. Engagement of 1342 weeks will 
have then been played, for a total 
of 108 performances. That will 
break the modern record for ‘Ham- 
let’ on Broadway established by 
John Barrymore who played it 101 
consecutive times. 

Previously name players, when 
doing ‘Hamlet,’ dropped matinees. 
Howard, when called on to address 
the audiences in the evening of such 
days, started the speech by smilingly 
saying that, after playing ‘Hamlet’ 
‘wice in one day, he felt like laying 
down and dying. > 

Howard was permitted by Equity 
to make a salary cut after Thanks- 
giving, provided the gross dropped 
under $12,000, an unusually high 
figure. Understood the cut applied 
one week and did not affect extras, 
who were paid over the scale. 








also | 


GEO. ABBOTT ALREADY 


WORKING ON NO. 2 ‘RAT’ 


Baltimore, Dec. 15. 
So confident of its Broadway suc- 
\cess is producer George Abbott of 
‘Brother Rat,’ comedy of military- 
|school life which opens tomorrow 
|(Wed.) night in N. Y., that he is 
jactively at work assembling a Chi- 
| cago company for February. Figur- 
jing on his production to warm up 
jattention for a month or so before 
shaping a road édition, Abbott plans 





jee duplicate his stunt of last year 
| with ‘Boy Meets Girl.’ 
‘Brother Rat,’ which had a pre- 


|Broadway stand last week here at 
| the Maryland, was locally deemed 
| the likeliest tryout piece to unvei! in 
|Baltimore since ‘Victoria Regina’ 
last December. 


Peg Ashcroft : in’ ‘Tor’ 


Peggy Ashcroft, young Endlish 

actress, has been assigned the femme 
| lead in ‘High Tor,’ Maxwell Anver- 
|son play which Guthrie McClntie is 
| producing. Only other fersinine sart 
in the play has been given to Mab 
| Maynard, author's wife. 
Miss Ashcroft has appeared in a 
umber of Shakespearean plays in 
| London, including ‘Hamlet’ with 
John Gielgud. 
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non-essential. It is up to those| 
actors to apply for certificates of | 
need from the ERB in advance of | 
closings. 

Equity has been in receipt of | 
dozens of petitions, one signed by 350 


names. General purport of the pe-| 
titions is to urge the association to 


continue its WPA relief show proj- | 
ects and some want to know what 
the officials are doing about it. 
Preselytors have been visiting the- 
atres with the petitions, which Equity 
leaders scent as strictly a political 
move. 





Wash. Assures 


Washington, Dec. 15. 

Cantinuance of the Federal The- 
atre Project was promised last week 
by Federal officials as a_ political 
tempest swirled around the Works 
Progress Administration, following 
efforts to purge the relief rolls. 

Despite repeated reports that the 
drama venture is to be materially 
curtailed, Works Progress Adminis- | 
trator Harry L. Hopkins declared 
there is no thought of giving up the 
white-collar relief program and sve- | 
cifically seotched rumors that the 
theatre projects will be liquidated. 
Meanwhile, Washington adopted a} 
hands-off attitude toward the New | 
York strike, although undercover | 


} 


atre employees who participated in 
the walkout and protest meetings. 
Pruning of the theatre program 
was admitted to be in prospect, how- 
ever. While avoiding definite pre- 
dictions and ducking questions about 
the extent of the purge, Hopkins 
confessed that dismissal of many ad- 
ministrative and non-relief workers 
is likely. Explaining his desire to 
slough off as many persons as pos- 
sible who are not in demonstrable 
need, Hopkins said strenuous efforts 
will be made to adhere to the regu- 
lation, which limits the number of 
non-relief people to 10% of the total. 
He remarked that this limitation has 


been exceeded in many of the white- | 


collar projects. 

Ousting of about 1,000 non-relief 
worked appeared likely as theatre 
project officials issued 
to regional and local administrators 
to cut down to the 10% ficure. Un- 
der a temporary waiver of this rule. 
approximately 2,400 persons have 
been taken on without regard to 
their relief needs, with the bulk of 
projects employing as high as 25% 
non-relief employees. This waiver 
has been 


withdrawn, forcing a 
broad-scale pruning of rolls. 
N. Y. Purge 


Purge will be concentrated 
New York, although Washington is 
taking no part in the strike. which 
occurred last week. Viewins the 
Gotham problem as a local admin- 
istrative issue, headquarters is giv- 


ing the metropolitan office a free) 
hand to penalize leaders of the dis-| 


pute as it seems fit. While the fig- 
wre may be increased by discharges 
for insubordination, estimates are 
that from 150 to 200 non-relief work- 
ers will get the boot in New York. 
This is expected to be the largest 
group in any single sector. 
Immediate steps to transfer 
chiselers lacking theatrical exneri- 
ence have been taken. Bosses in 


all cities were ordered iast week to, 


make a new check on the back- 
ground of each of the 12,009 the- 


atrical employees on the pavroll Dec. | 


1 and remove all those wh» cannot 
demonstrate former professional ex- 
perience. Theatre program directors 
here say there has been some chisel- 
ing in virtually all projects. but are 


unable to guess how high the num- | 


ber of cases may run. 

Numerous consolidations of proj- 
ects are goin’ on as part of the drive 
to cut administrative costs. Fol- 
lowin® up mergers which character- 
ized the start of the WPA's 1936-37 
legit season, regional headquarters 
have been told to telescope proi- 
ects wherever possible in order to 
reduce overhead. There are no 
figures yet, however. on the num- 
ber of projects which have been 
consolidated of the number of ad- 
ministrative workers who have been 
eased out by these moves. 

L. A. Reduetion 
Los Angeles. Dec. 15. 

Federal Theatre Project’s persoun- 

nel here was reduced 300 over a 


, ences 


| atre Project and the San Francisco 


+ sonnel of the East Bay project has 


headquarters favored ousting of the- | house. 


instructions | 


In | 


- | 
| 


cord. Pending a survey of the local | 
area, to be made this week, project | 
execs are uncertain as to what effect, | 
if any, the personnel reductions will | 
have. 

Dropped by the project are 62) 
actors and actresses, of whom 32) 
were listed as non-relief and 30 re- ! 
lief cases. Box-office help and play 
supervisors are among those dropped 
in the sweeping curtailment. 

J. Howard Miller, western regional 
director, is returning from Washing- 
ton Sunday (20), following confer- 
with Mrs. Hallie Flannagan, 
national director, and other project 
execs. 


Friseo Merger 
San Francisco, Dec. 15. 
Alvin Laughlin, district manager 


of the FTP, announced the consoli- | 
dation of the Oakland Federal The- 


Little (?) Theatres 


Charlotte, N. C., Dee. 15. 

More and more little theatre 
groups and school playshops 
around the hinterland go- 
ing in for the production of 
past Broadway successes. 

An example of what is going 
on can be gleaned from current 
offerings of groups in the Caro- 
linas. Amateur outfit in Win- 
ston-Salem, N. C., is presenting 
‘Ladies of the Jury’; ‘Three 
Cornered Meon’ is current at 
Elon College; North Carolina 
State College offering “The 
Fall Guy’; Woman's College of 
the State University in Greens- 
boro, N. C., has ‘Pride and 
Prejudice’; ‘Autumn Crocus’ at 
Charlotte, N. C.; ‘Grand Hotel,’ 
Celumbia, S. C.; ‘Ice Bound’ at 
Guilford College; “Ten-Minuie 





o> 


is 


Alibi’ at Charleston, S. C.; 
‘Three’s a Crowe’ at Lees- 
McRae College; ‘The Torch- 


bearers’ at Raleigh, N. C.; “The 
Drunkard’ at State University, 
S. C: and ‘Hay Fever’ at 
Greenville, S. C. 








unit following the receipt of orders 
from Washington lest week. Per- |! 


been cut from 174 tu 98 and the local 
group from 270 to 216. James Hop- 
per, state division director, also an- 


|} nounced that 140 writers in San 
Francisco would lose their jobs. 
Following reccipt of the notices, 


protests were 
the Columbia 


roiced at a mesting at 

theatre, local FTP 
Names of the actors dropped 
were read by Helen Cross, who had | 
| one of the leading roles in the re- | 
| cent production of ‘It Can’t Happen | 
| Here.” General belief is that there 
| are many still on the FTP payroll | 
| with no previous theatre experience. 
| Bight of the 416 dismissed from the 
| drama project are members of 
Equity. 
| CoHection was made to defray the | 
| expense of wiring a protest to the} 
| American Federation of Government 


Employees in Wasningten. Richard | 
| Allen, representing Equity, urged | 


them to take the matter up with his 
organization in N. Y. His sugges- 
tion is under consideration, but no 
action has been taken. 


In a formal statement, Laughlin 
| said, ‘The first idea was to com- 


pletely abandon the Oakland project 
and it is our aim at this time, 
through proper channels of elimina- 
tion, to utilize all qualified members 
of the. Oakland project in 
Francisco. 
| ‘Workers dropped will have every 
| consideration and assistance in get- 
ting placed on other projects, ac- 
cording to their demonstrated ability. 
‘The Oakland project's production | 
of ‘The Fool,’ now on tour, and the 
forthcoming presentation of ‘The 
Devil Passes,’ which is to open here 
on Dec. 22, will not be affected.’ | 
Laughlin refused to phone Harry | 


San | 


on the grounds that it would take | 
an act of Congress to make funds | 





available to continue the projects | 
without cuts. 


WPA REVIEWS 
TAKE YOU 


YOUR CHOICE 


9 


te 


San Francisco, Dec. 


Musical satire in two acts (16 scenes) by 
Ernst Bacon, Whil Mathias and Raisch 
Stell; direction, Phil Mathias; settings, 
Peter Friedrichsen; cestumes, Kathrine | 
Wagner; orchestra direction, Ernst Bacon, 
| Raisch Stoll. Presented by Oakland Fed- 
eral Music Project at Columbia theatre, 
| San Francisco, Dee. 2, '36; S5e top. 
| Cast: Gordon Onstad, Raymond Keast, 
| Phytiis Cole, Arthur Cunningham, Walter 
| Lorenz, Raymond Jordan, Andrew Robert- 
son, Joseph McKenna, Charles Goodwin, 
j} Amerigo Frediani, Mandry <Auther, <Al- 
| phonse Rosa, Maria Golden, Toma Yagod- 
ka, Jean Duval, George Reynolds, Ralph 
Steinon, Carlos Jarquin, Herman Kruithof, 
Rita Ford, Lena Newell, Vivian Perry. 





‘Take Your Choice,’ one of the 
most eagerly-awaited  locally-pro- 
duced shows to hit the boards here 
in a long time, turned out to be 
somewhat of a dud. 

Musical satire has been given a 
modest but adequate production by 
W. E. Watts. 

Rumors have been around for 
some time that the authors had a 
winner in this show and that they 
have their eyes on Broadway. How- 
ever, show is strictly little theatre 
stuff with little, if any, chance. 

Bacon, who has achieved consider- 


,able distinction as a pianist, has 
jturned out some original music 
| which, at times, manages to be 
satiric. In his effort to keep in the 


spirit of the book, however, Bacon 
|fails to give the singers an oppor- 


three-day period last week. with ap- | mity to display their vocal wares, 


proximately $7,000 monthly lonvped | 
of a previous monthly payroll of | 
$35 000. 
_ Curtailment of help, to camply | 
with Washington demands for a 
20° cut, was effected with little if 
any outward manifestation of dis-! 


if any. Production is woefully weak 
vocally, the two principals being the 


/ only ones with adequate voices. 


Echo music in the soda fountain 
scene is the most unusual selection | 
in the score. ‘I'd Like to See You 
Again,’ the only song with any lin- 
gering qualities, is first heard in this 


| gether, 
ifrom the McFordstein company at! 


Hopkins, WPA chief in Washington, | ' 


| Margaret Holt... 





scene, It is used three times during 


| the show. 


Eighteen piece orchestra in the pit 
is directed by 
band on the stage in the second 
led by Stoll. Seven credits 
given for the orchestrations, which 
are efieciive at times and, as fre- 
quently, flat. Fact that the singers 
occasionally seem to lag behind the 
orchestra might be due to the fact 


act 


is 


that the orchestra pit is too far be- | 


low the stage. In the last scene, the 


| chorus, which shows signs of inten- 


sive training, and the orchestra, have 
considerable difficulty keeping to- 
gether. 

Cast is amateurish, for 
part. Gordon Onstad as 
Jones and Phyllis Cole as 


the most 
Eustace 
the girl 


l|are excellent in the romantic leads. 


Raymond Keast as the leftist, Walter 
Lorenze and Arthur Cunningham, 
who double in a number of parts, and 
Marta Golden are outstanding among 
the other principals. 


Book has some original touches, 


|and much of the satire is clever, but 
|a lot of it falls short of its mark. A} 


thick plot hangs the scenes _to- 


with Eustace Jones, 


the start of the show, wandering be- 
wilderedly through the entire action, 


| pursued by leftists, religious fanetics, 
lan 


inebriated dowager, and others 
whose economic and social philoso- 


| phies leave him dazed and confused. 


Show is practically devoid of danc- 
ing. Single character who helds the 
show toegether hardly seems suffi- 
cient to give enough sequence to its 
16 scenes. Milt. 


LIFE’S A VILLAIN 


Baston, Dec. 12. 
Comedy-drama in three acts by Freteric 
Hughes. presented by Federal Theatre, Dec. 
0, '38. at Repertory Theatre, Boston. Staged 


bys Cereal? Cernell; supervising director. 
| Jown Hunter Booth; set, Paul Cadorette. 
Hortense Tavior............ ....Ann Raker 


Vivian Tavylor..........Mlizabeth Hendrick 


....Evelyn Dorn 







Phil Taylor. ....cccecseess..Kdward Dillon 
Amn Holi....... .Louise Kirtland 
Raymond Holt... ece.. Jack Ryder 
Theodore Holt ...cccocceeses:: john Granfield 
TT. Régmer THOR, .cccassocesss Frank Thomas 
Rascom Troop... ccocsesessss +s Joseph Wilson 
Hawthorne ......cccceeee--. William Warren | 


Madge Graham........ Patricia: MeMackin 
Victor Graham............Sardis Lawrence 
Cameraman .. John Carley 





It was announced by the local Fed- 
eral project that this was a contrast 
from the social problem plays but. 
in reality. it is a lightweight piece, 
sophomoric in calibre. 

In its present form ‘Villain’ skids 
off the pro field on its amateurish 
dialog and does a merry-go-round on 
its mediocre plot; but it is conceiv- 
able that it might be whipped into 
shape, played by an ace cast and win 
some serious attention. Even so, it 
isn’t too bad at 55c top: and the 


| project deserves a nod for trying out 


a new one for an author hiding be- 
hind a phoney name. 


Roughly the story concerns a poor . 


girl (Madge Grahem) from the city 
who walks off a dock at a summer 
resort, is snatched out of the lake 
by a dilly-dally lad of wealth, is 
taken into the household as a social 
secretary to be used as a publicity 
tool of the boy’s father trying to beat 
a rap for ineome tax violation. 
Naturally, boy falls for girl, and 
there is only slightly more subtly to 
the plot involving the _ publicity 
stunt. T. Roger Holt. international 
banker, (the boy’s father) and his 
high-priced publicity man, Bascom 
Troop, pounce on the girl's predica- 
ment by bringing her father into his 
home with her. Ruthlessly they 
feed a yarn to a New York tabloid 
giving the banker a buildup as 
charitable ‘Pappy’ Holt in the hope 
it will soften the jury of the im- 
minent trial. 

Hard-headed Pappy really softens 
for the firs’ time in his life and re- 
grets his opportunism. Only pure 


love saves the affair between Madge | 


and Theodore: and in 
lines she swerves from her intention 
of packing off for the old Third 
avenue tenement. Whether 


Sacon; 12-piece swing |; 


are | 


the closing | Jack 
| appearance and works well in this 
i} number with Charlie Herbert. 

the) 


+ amare tas 








| tabloid buildup saved ‘Pappy’ from 
Atlanta is rightfully left in the air. 
John Granfield and Miss MeMackin 
as the young leads give a good ac- 
count of themselves, despite an over- 
dose of extraneous talk; Sardis Law- 
rence, as the girl’s father who com- 
poses music, is fairly convincing; 
Joseph Wilson as the press agent and 
Frank Thomas as the banker, over- 
play in spots and hold interest in 
others. Miss Hendrick wades 
through hysterical love scenes as the 
second girl convincingly. Comedy 
touch is added by Jack Ryder as 
another son of the banker, in hermit 
costume, false whiskers and hairy 
| chest. He tries to get away from it 
| all, close to nature, at the shrine of 
Thoreau. Miss Kirtland as a spoiled, 
sufferine daughter of wealth has one 
good scene in which she blurts out 
her indictment of her own predica- 
ment. 
| Set is exceptionally good. 


O’ Say Can You Sing? 


Chicago, Dec. 12. 





Fox. 





Revue in two acts (27 scenes), presented 
De 11, *36, at Great Northern, Chicago, 
1 bey Federal Theatre Preject. Book and 
jivrics, Sid Kuller, Ray Golden; music, 
| WVhil Charig; settings designed by Clive 
Rtickabaugh; costumes, Kenn Barr; lighi- 
ing, Duncan Whiteside; ballets, Grace and 
Kurt Geall, Berta Ochsner; tap routines, 
| Sanemy Dyer, Hazel Davis; production 
‘staged by Hedley Gordon Graham, under 
supervision of George Kondolf, 

i*ast lead Joa Whitehead, Grace and 
Charlie Herbert Virginia Crane, the | 
Grats, Berva Ochsner, William Joey, Buddy | 
Rich, Rebert Gay John Burdetie, Lillian 
Rosedale, Vivian Holt, Dan Seymour, 


They were in rehearsal since last 
June on this, the Chicago Federal 
Theatre Project's first musical. How 
much better it would have been 
with 12 months’ rehearsal it is im- 
nossible to state; but it can be said 
that the half-year’s rehearsal at least 
meant a smooth opening. 

Musical carries around 250 people, 
beth white and sepia, with the col- 
ored performers in for 
seenes, however. Show 
of bulk and flash; it 
big. 
formance was shilled and clacqued 


has plenty 
leoks and 


only three | 


is | 
While the opening night’s per- | 


via friends and relations, show still | 


has enough on the ball to make good 
with the general ru. of audiences. 
It gives the customer more than his 
money’s worth, especially on the 
WPA admission basis. Lots of 
scenery, lots of music, lots of action 
and lots of people. 

And it’s on the people in the 
show that this production depends. 


they forget about the book and the 
script and go into straight produc- 
tion and vaude numbers. 


comedy of the 
to flounder. 


script, 


Entire show would be strength- | 
ened considerably if they’d toss the | 
book out and just let the performers | 


do their stuff. Singing and the 
dancing are fine; it’s only when they 
are forced into the dialog that the 
| show wobbles. 

Book ties the comedy down to such 
stuff as ‘Only God can make a trio,’ 
for a blackout. Or ‘The censors 
won't let me tell you’ as a bit of 
smart repartee when one fellow asks 
another what to do with a clinical 
thermometer. Book also has several 
instanccs of extremely bad taste in 
'eracks about Al Smith, Herbert 
Hoover and the Republican party. 
| Such poor sportsmanship can only 
| hurt Federal projects. 
| But the show has some excellent 
| performances to its credit, with 
| splendid work from Grace and Kurt 


being an outstanding item. These 
| two unquestionably have something. 
and their three sock numbers hit the 
high mark of the production. They 
top the show by a wide margin in 
the stylized ballet number, ‘Night 
After Night,’ and also click in ‘Gam- 


Graff on their stylized ballet form | 


fired | Show steps out and goes places when | 


When they | 
have to struggle with the so-called | 
show begins | 


| 
| 


bolero,’ a Spanish number, and ‘Ren- | 


aissance.’ 

and class. 

for any show anywhere. 

Other ballet performer in the show 
Berta Oschner, 


They have style, grace 


is 


They figure as an asset | 


who goes over-. 


board by trying too hard for the | 


unusual. 


But she has one excellent | 


pantomime number, a rib on a poli- | 


tician stumping it. Her picture 


studio’s story conference piece, how- 


ever, is way off. 

From vaude comes the team of 
'every time they’re on. Miss Herbert 
works through the show as the sec- 
cretary to the Secretary of Enter- 
tainment, played by another vaude- 
villian, Joe Whitehead. 

Book is based on the theme ‘Uncle 


Sam Goes Into Show Business,’ 
with Whitehead as an old carney 
guy named chief of the entertain- 
ment project. Story occasionally 


mentions the fight between the en- 
tertainment head and the Direetor 
of the Budget, played by Bill Joy. 
Script itself is meaningless and 
brought in only now and then. 

Gracie Herbert does her best work 
when allowed to stroll down to the 
foots and go into her song, unham- 
pered by the book. Whitehead clicks 
with his vaude monolog and his 
George M. Cohan impression. He 
is a performer who really knows his 
stuff. 

Buddy Rich stands out in a swing 


Grace and Charles Herbert, surefire | 





session on his tap routine and his | 
drumming on chairs and stage a la 
Powell. Makes an excellent 


Robert Gay is a young singer near 


ae 
Ouster Fight to FDR 


Los Angeles, Dec. 15. 
Four months after he was ousted 
as director of the Federal Theatre 
Project’s Experimental theatre here, 





Edward L. Gering has appealed to. 


President Roosevelt for reinstate. 
ment, Gering, previously, had pro- 
tested his dismissal to Mrs. Hallie 
Flannagan, director of the FTP, as 
well as to Harry Hopkins, Works 
Progress administrator. 

His decisien to wire the chief ex. 
ecutive late last week was prompted 
by a special investigation into FTP 
activities here being conducted by 
the Democratic Central County 
committee of Los Angeles, which has 
upwards of 100 complaints against 
the project locally. 


Carrent: Read: Shows 


(Week of Dec. 14) 


‘Blossom Time,’ Shubert, 
ton. 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Geary, San 
Francisco. 

‘Bey Meets Girl, Ford’s, Balti- 
more. 

‘Children’s Hour,’ Cex, Cin- 
cinnati. ‘ 

‘Dead End,’ Colonial, Beston. 

‘End ef Sur mer’ (Ina Claire), 
Paramount, Teledo, 14; Hartman, 





Bos- 


Columbus, 15-16; Hanna, Cleve- 
land, 17-19. 

‘First Lady’ (Jane Cowl), 
Orpheum, -Kansas City, 14-16; 


High Scheel, Omaha, 17; Shrine 
Aude, Des Moines, 18: Mascnic 
Aude, Davenport, Ia., 19. 


‘Great Waltz,’ Texas, San An- 
tonio, 13-14: Travel, 15; Plaza, 
El Paso, 16; travel, 17; layoff, 
18-24. 


‘Lady Precious Stream,’ Chest- 
nut, Philadelphia. 


‘Leaning on Letty’ (Post 
Road’), Selwyn, Chicago. 

*‘Malatto,, Curran, San Fran- 
cisco. 


Nazimova Repertory, Academy 
of Music, Brooklyn, 16-19 


‘Night Hawk,’ Plaza, Engle- 
wood, N. J. 
‘Othello’ (Walter Huston), 


National, Washington. 

‘Pride and Prejudice,” Hanna, 
Cleveland, 14-16; Victory, Day- 
ton, 17; layoff, 18-24. 

‘Scandals,’ American, St. Louis. 

‘Show Is On’ (Beatrice Lillie), 
Nixon, Pittsburgh. 

“Wingless Victery’ 
nell), Cass, Detroit. 

‘Women, The,’ Forrest, Phila- 


(K, Cor- 





delphia. 
Shows in Rehearsal 
‘Hey, Diddle, Diddle’ — Anne 


Nichols and Morris Green. 


‘Masque eof Kings’—Theatre 
Guild. 
‘Dancing Co-Eds’—Louis F. 


Werba and Jules Leventhal. 
, ‘Behind Red Lights’—Jack Cur- 
tis. 

‘Around the Corner’ (‘Good 
Old Summer Time’), Lodewick 
Vroom. 

‘Fulton of Oak Falls’—Cohan 
and Harris. 

‘High Tor’'—Guthrie.McClintic. 

‘Jane Eyre’—Theatre Guild. 

‘Promise’—Gilbert Miller. 

‘Fredericka’—Shuberts. 

“The Eternal Road’—Gaize and 
Weisgal. 
‘Two 

Meyer. 

‘Age 26’—Richard Aldrich. 

‘Git Along Little Degie’—Ham- 
merstein and Du For. 

‘All Editions’—Juliana Morgan. 


De Leoni’s Bankruptcy 
Aristide de Leoni, actor, giving 
his home address as 57 West 58th 
street, N. Y., filed a voluntary peti- 
tion in bankruptcy yesterday (Tues- 


Mrs. Carrolls’—B. A. 





| day) in Federal Court. 


Lists liabilities at $1,534: no assets. 


the end of the show who has ap- 
pearance and personality. With some 
experience under his belt, he looks 
to be in. 

Top singer in the show is colored 
John Burdette; his handling of the 
semi-spiritual ‘Hebben Here = on 
Earth” is a pip. This number late 
moves to full stage with the entire 
colored chorus warbling to fine ef- 
fect. Lillian Rosedale and Vivian 
Holt halt the proceedings with thei: 
Straight vaude vocal session; two 
fine-looking women with good voices 

Some of the vocal numbers are ‘f0 
Your Hat, ‘I Want a Pretty Girl to 


Love Me.” ‘Grandma’s Going jv 
Town,’ which is used as the hoichea 
finale in the first act, and ‘Nigh! 
After. Night.” All pleasant enough 
Gold. 
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Shuberts Pay Off 


Second 20°: 


Se eee to pom in Arbi- 


tration Awards—Equity Collects Weekly 


Under an arrangement whereby 
the Shuberts pay a sum 
Equity in liquidation 
salary claims awarded by arbitra- 
tion, players who were in a number 
of shows received a second 20°% in- 
stallment from the association last 
week. Casts of the long contested 
*Alison’s House,’ “Thunder 
and ‘The Constant Sinner’ 
chief recipients. 

Salaries for the latter two shows 
were guaranteed by the Shuberts. 
Actors in two musicals who had per- 


were the 


sonal contracts with the Shuberts 
are also included in the payoff, al- 
though they were not in Shubert 


productions. 

‘Alison’s House’ 
the Shuberts and moved uptown 
from the Civic Repertory after it 
was accorded the Pulitzer Prize. It 
was then booked for the road and 
the cast guaranteed six weeks. Time 
was not played and the Shuberts 
contended the 
the contracts with the players. 
trators ruled otherwise. 

When other claims were also 
awarded, Equity agreed to bulk the 
total and accept weekly payments, 


‘WALTZ’ CHANDELIER 


Dallas, Dec. 15. 

First accident during the life of 
‘The Great Waltz’ had a near-tragic 
result after the final performance of 
show at the Majestic here 
Wednesday (9). As the stagehands 
one of the 
chandeliers in the final 
scene, fell from the flies, swiping 
Earl Clator of New York and Bill 
Cox of Dallas. Each received emer- 


was able to join 


“Houston. 


Several persons would have been 
killed had the chandelier fallen dur- 
ing the performance. 


Brock Pemberton Buys 
WPA Play in Denver 





Denver, Dec. 15. 


weekly to | 
of $20,000 of | 


| head of the Jitney Players, 


in the Air’ | 


ballroom | 


gency hospital treatment and Clator | 
the company in 





‘Me Third,’ play by Mary Coyle | 


Chase, former Denver reporter, has 
been bought for Broadway by Brock 
Pemberton and Antoinette Perry. 
Mrs. Chase will arrive in New York 
by the weekend to confer on produc- 


tion. 


Play has been for three 
weeks in Denve 
on here by the WPA Federal Theatre 
Project, and grossed more than the 
previous production, ‘It Can't Happen 
Here.’ 

Rehearsals’ are to start in New 
‘York soon after Christmas, with the 
play to open pronto. Michael An- 


running 


r, having been put on | 


drew Slane directed the local pro- | 


duction. Show had been booked for 
a West Coast WPA production, but 
this has been cancelled. 


Atlanta Erlanger 
May Go to City 


Atlanta, Ga., Dec. 15. 
If something doesn't happen pretty 
soon, the City of Atlanta is going to 
find itself with a title to the Er- 
langer theatre. City holds a tax deed 
ae the playhouse for seven years’ 
back taxes and the deed is due to 
become effective permanently unless 


t} 
ne taxes are paid up within a speci- 
fied period. 


Negotiations for settlement of the 
Claim are under way between the 
municipal revenue collector and at- 
torneys representing the estate of 
the late Countess Ret ie Lowe Rosen- 
-woene 'z, who inherited the theatre 

n her father, William B. Lowe. 


p The eatre is 
Wj inecoff. 
lume, 


under 
but is 


lease to W. F. 


dark most_of the 


+ 


was taken over by 


receivers disaffirmed | 
Arbi- | 





Quizzical 


Charlotte, N. C., 
Ethel Barrymore Colt, 


Dec. 15. 
here at the 


rep com- 


pany, was asked to answer questions 


for students at the State University. 


Chapel Hill. She did. 
First question was, ‘If you had a 
chance to become an actress, would 


you take it?’ 

Questioning was at the end of the 
performance, which added to Miss 
Colt’s huff. But it was straightened 
out when the youngster explained. 

Seems she didn’t consider anyone 
an actress who hasn't played in films. 


LEVENTHAL $1 GROUP 
AFTER WINDSOR, BRONX 


As part of its subway circuit plan 
to bring low priced legit back to 
cities adjacent to New York, the 
Leventhal-Linder-Werba combine is 
making a bid for Windsor theatre, 
Fordham Road, Bronx, N. Y. 

House has been a double bill film 








| theatre for the past six years or so. 


FALLS, INJURES TWO. 


| ham 


Harry Cort was 
hold the lease. 

Site was a money-maker up to | 
the time of legit’s nabe decease. With 
low nut and correspondingly low ad- 
mish of $1 top planned, circuit 
minded boys see a return to the days 
when house was worth-while. Ford- 
road is littered with picture 
houses, Loew’s Grand and Paradise, | 
RKO Fordham, Skouras Valentine, 
and three indies, which makes local 
fare pretty much stereotyped. Feel- 
ing is that the time is ripe for a 
stage show. 


the last legiter to 





Those College Boys Again 





New Haven, Dec. 15. 
Yale undergrads tried to start a 
new musical organization, labelling 
themselves the ‘Lily Guilders.’ Studes 


had a script, ‘Bail for Yale,’ and 
financial backing (said to include 
$1,000 angeling by Lucius Beebe) 


but when the dean learned that the 
script included a character repre- 
senting Prexy Angel: in red flannels, 
he nixed the whole idea. 

Dean stated the boys better leave 
collegiate show business to the more | 
sedate Dramatic Association. which 
handles things in a more dignified 
way. 





Big Time Stuff 


Beverly Hills, Dec. 15. 
Beverly Hills Little Theatre for 
Professionals is going to try out its 


next play, ‘The Shining Hour,’ for 
one night at Palm Springs before 


opening it in the outfit’s new house. 

Claire Windsor will have the lead 
with Frederick Giermann directing. 
Others in the cast include Gerald 
Fielding, Gordon Wallace, Emerson 
Fischer-Smith, Judith Arlen and 
Marjorie Bennett. 


Little Back to Road 
Baltimore, Dec. 15. 

Conn Little has resigned as treas- 
urer at Ford’s Erlanger-owned UBO 
house here, and this week became 
company manager of ‘Hedda Gabler’ 
(Nazimova), currently on tour. 

Filling the vacancy is Eddie 
Keller, shipped down by the chain 
from Philly. where he _ formerly 
thumbed tickets at the now-shrouded 


Garrick. 

‘But for the Grace of God, by 
Leopold P. Atlas, announced by 
Theatre Guild as third production 
for current season, in association 
with Sydney Harmon Reh Is 
start when play is cast 


this time are ‘White Horse Inn,’ | 
| Center; ‘Hamlet’ (Gielgud), Empire; | 
‘Prelude to Exile.’ Guiid, and ‘The | 


| Country Wife,’ 


| of 24 weeks. Revue origi! 


10 oUGH PLAYS 


0 OE AGO 








Six Dress-up Shows Due In 
Pronto—Four Current on 
Broadway—Five Flopped 
Out Pronto — But Plenty 
More Were Expected and 
Won’t Come In 


50% SET BACK INDEF 


List of costume or period plays 
planned for Broadway this season 
has expanded to a total of 35, but 


about 50% are doubtful of reaching 
production or have been set back in- 
definitely. 

There are 18 
which either 


such productions 
opened (five have been 
withdrawn), are in rehearsal or are | 
due in soon, which still makes this 
an unusual season for period plays. | 

Costume plays of the latter 
gory are: ‘The Eternal Road,’ 
Wingless Victory,’ ‘Age 26,’ ‘Othello,’ | 
‘Jane Eyre’ and ‘Frederika,’ which | 
are definitely dated to open in New 


cate- 
‘The 


York, two arriving next week. | 
Also slated for production: “The 
Masque of Kings,’ ‘Arms for Venus,’ 


and possibly ‘Richard II.’ 
Among the costume shows which 
have opened this season, current at 


Miller’s. 
Those which exited 


after limited 


or short engagements are ‘Daugh-| | 
ters of Atreus, ‘Sweet River,’ ‘St. 
Helena,’ ‘Hedda Gabler’ and ‘Ham-| 


let’ (Leslie Howard). 

There are 17 dated attractions on 
the fall list, but only seven are in 
the maybe class: ‘10:66 and All That,’ 
‘Damn Deborah,’ ‘A Point of Honor,’ 
‘Life and Death: of an American, 
‘Napoleon the First.’ ‘George Sand’ 
(also called ‘The Cigar Smoker’) and 
‘Marie Bashkirtsef.’ 

Apparently dropped, or postponed | 
indefinitely, are: ‘Without a Crown,’ 


| Season, 


‘The Nightingale,” ‘Lincoln, ‘Gal- 
lows Orchard. ‘Anthony and Cleo- 


patra,’ ‘The Piper’s Son, “Haunted by 
Angels,’ ‘The Red Swan,’ ‘The Queen’ | 
and ‘The King’s Breakfast.’ 





Two Shows Out 
Shuberts’ ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ will 
close at the Winter Garden, N. Y., 


next Saturday. after an engagement | 
ally opened | 
last winter. but laid off during the 
summer because of illness of the star 
(Fannie Brice). Current date, there- | 


fore, is a resumed booking. Business 





‘ZIEGFELD FOLLIES’ 

Opened Sept. 14, '36. Revival 
of the Shuberts’ revue, halted 
the previous sezson by Fannie 
Brice’s illness, met with no dis- 
senters amang the fist-stringers. 
Watts (Tribune called it a 
lively and humorous entertain- 
ment.’ 

Variety ("bee) said: 
a revue as originally. 


‘As good 











was excellent up to 
Will tour. aimed for the Coast 

Leslie Howard's ‘Hamlet 
from the Imperial k 
after playing Ike than five weel 


b J 
Learys’ Play 
Holivwood,. Dec. 15 
and Nolan Leary, ex- 
who Coast in 
western production of ‘Th Men on 


Helen 
vauders came to the 
ree 
a Horse,” are returning to New York. 

Pair are bring 
they wrote 
Ross Colver. 


ing with tne! 


) a play 
Alice 
recently sold their 
screen play of book, ‘The Years Are 
Too Long,’ to Paramount, where it is 
being readied for immediate produc- 
tion. 


based on a novel by 


The ef 


| 
| 
} 
| 


| COSTUME PLAY CYCLE HERE | 





Guild Folds Day Despite Having 


Special Equity 





‘Boy Meets Girl.’ 
by George Abbott, 
‘Brother Rat,’ 


Billing it as 
producer of 





| dropped the other 


| ‘Road,’ 
| Ailen Hill and Pauline Drake, 








WHOLESALE SWITCHING 
OF BROADWAY P. AS 


Two press agents of Broadway 
plays were switched out and re- 
placed over the week-end. Helen 


Deutsch withdrew as publicity head 
of the Gilbert Miller attractions, and 
Bernard Simon drew the assignment. 
Ted Goldsmith and Max Gendel went 
out as p.a.’s for the Max Gordon 
shows, and Nat Dorfman, whose as- 


| sistants they formerly were, rejoined 


the manager's staff. 

Miss Deutsch was representing half 
a dozen shows, including three of 
Miller’s and a fourth in rehearsal. 
Manager proposed that she enter into 
a contract to handle his attractions 
exclusively, wherewith Miss Deutsch 
shows. Contract, 
not appeal to Miss 
Deutsch, and, after a dispute with 
the. producer, she tore it up. She 
may lay off for the balance of the 
she says. 


however, did 


Simon has 
Deutsch’s 
three 


taken 
office and 
assistants. 


over 
retained 


Guest Star Lesit Lined 


Up for Palm Springs 


Palm Springs, Cal., Dec. 15. 

Planning on usjng. guest stars on 
| opening nights, fohowing for a week 
with understudiés, Frank Murray is 
lining up a production of ‘Tobacco 
Road’ for this desert resort. He also 
is seeking several other hits. 

Several members of the 
including Donald Barry, 
are in 
Hollywood. 


is seeking subscribing members at 
the cost of $1 each, with that mem- 
bership entitling subscribers to a 
50‘, discount on ducats. 


Belmont Goes Pix 


3eimont. 48th St. «N. Y.). legit 
house since inception. will join the | 
ranks of the vanishing legiters. gone | 
films and radio, after the engagement 
of Mack Hilliard’s incoming (17) 
show ‘In the Bag.’ 

House has been leased to the Par- 
adise Amus. Corp. for a foreign film 
policy. 

Todd Producing 

Michael Todd, co-author with Dan 


(Variety mugg) Goldberg. of ‘Call 
Me Ziggy,’ is east to launch the show 
for Broadway. 

Todd will open New York offices 


to supervise production. 


Miss | 
her | 


cast of | 


Layoff Concession 


——— 
| 
Reverse Twist Although Equity conceded un ex- 
tra week’s pre-Christmas lay-off to 
Epi ‘Call It a Day which was slated 
Baltimore, Dec. 15. to come back to Broadway for two 
In advance of the premiere weeks or more, the show stopped 
at the Maryland last week of Monday (14) at Charlestown, W. Va.. 
the new comedy ‘Brother: Rat,’ where it played one night under a 
ads and newspaper readers suarantee. 
—e the gees a produc- Theatre Guild presented the com- 
ion sponsored and staged by 
‘George Abbott. who produced edy, which was a hit on Broadway 
‘Bov Meets Girl.’ last season, but is said to have about 
‘Rat’ proved a sock here. and broken even on tour because of its 
this week Pord’s is housine high operating cost. That included 


percentages to 
Gladys Cooper. 


Philip Merivale and 


Repeat date on Broadway was 
provisional, the Guild esking the 
cast to consider a salary cut, which 
it declined. Reason for the sought 


adjustment wes the fact that the play 
went into the red when trying dates 
in non-subscription stands and it was 
figured that the same result might 
attain on Broadway, although ‘Day’ 
ran long past its original subscrip- 
tion period. 

Another reason for shelving the 
repeat pian was the demand for first 
money by the management of the 
theatre slated to get the show. Guild 
refused on the ground that it never 
had played under such conditions 
and didn’t intend starting now. 


Geddes Pays Actor’s 
Salary to Equity as 
Contract Suit Pends 


Among unsettled cases being han- 
dled by Equity is that of Clem 
| Wilenchick, who had a run-of-the- 
play contract for the road company 
| of ‘Dead End’ but was let out by 
Norman-Bel Geddes after he ap- 
| peared eight weeks in Chicago. 
zones claims justification on the 





ground that the actor refused to take 
direction, Wilenchick denies such 
| refusal. 

Until the matter is disposed of 
either by settlement or arbitration, 
Equity demanded that the actor's 
salary be turned over to the asso- 
ciation weekly. That was agreed to 
by Geddes. Wilenchick played the 
part of ‘Baby Face’ Martin, which 
was originated by Joseph Downing. 
Latter was sent into the road show 
when it moved to Boston. 


Claim of Beatrice De Neergaard 
against Sam Levey, 
ing Nazimova in ‘Hedda Gabler’ and 
‘Ghosts,’ was arbitrated in favor ot 
the actress, who was awarded $400, 
representing two weeks’ salary, 
Manager's disallowed defense when 
he dismissed the actress was that his 








New Subscription | ea form of contract with her was 
y . . ’ . | A »- 
Unit in Chicago | ———$—$$_$____ 
Chicago, Dec. 15. | ; 
Chicago Group Theatre, which | “T ] D ff 
clicked with its non-pro production | omorrow st u y 
of ‘Old Maid’ at the Chicago Wom- | T T k C 
|an’s Club earlier this year, is now | est u er on oast 
readying a campaign for a regular | 
subscription season at the Stude- | Hollywood, Dec. 15 
baker. Inaugurating his policy of trying 
Under the guidance of T. A.|out new plays here before taking 
| Walker and D. L. Bates the Group | 


them to New York, provided they 
| show promise, Henry Duffy will pre- 
sent ‘Tomorrow We Live,’ comedy, at 
the El Capitan, opening Christmas 
| Day. 

Michael Sheridan authored 
| Fillmore will direct 


. Russet 


Corners The Barrymores 


John Drew Colt, 23, is now under 
Herman Bernie management. Which 
makes it an all-family affair. 
| Ben's brother also reps Ethel 


Barrymore he: 


more Coit. 


elf and Ethel Barry- 


NORMAN STEIN ILL 


Norman Stein. Broadway box-of- 
fice man, was under treatment at 
St. Vincent's hospital for five days 
last week. He was removed from his 


falling unconscious 
uit of a heart strain. 

| He returned home Friday (11) and 
has since greatly improved. 
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Plays 


Abroad 





Young Madame Conti 


London, Nov. 27. 
Melodrama adapted from original | by 
Bruno Frank by Hubert Griffith and Benn 
by arrangement with 


W. Levy. Presented, 
Clifford Whitley, by Martin Solomon at 
Savoy theatre, London, Nov. 1%, °36. Pro- 


duction Levy. 


Regina Conti eccesee Constance Cummings 





Stephen Horka cseceeeeerereres Bernard Lee 
Betty Wanniger ....++++ees- { Nga Edwardes 
Arnold Zimmermann ,...+-++++ William Fox 

The President of the Court 

mai : William Dewhurst 

Dr tenchlin ..cs.e-.+--- Raymond Huntley 

Dr. SchonberB ..++++eee+++* Guy Lefeuvre 

Otto Farenthold ......-- Philip Leaver 

A WAardreSS cererereers Dorothy Dewhurst 


After being entertained in a the- 
atrical sense, one leaves the theatre | 
at the conclusion of this play utterly | 
fonfounded. There is so much to be 
said for it—bvlot, acting, production 
and avoidance of old fashioned 
forensic bombast, that one is im- 
pressed with its modernity. Original 
“must have been astonishingly out- 
spoken, but the adapters have been 
skillful in toning down much of the 
frankness vf speech. ! 

Locale is a large town in Austria. 
Pretty 25-year-old prostitute is in 
love with a man who lives on her 
earnings. Seated in the alcove of a 
eafe she overhears him boast to a 
friend that he can get anything he 
wants from her and really doesn't | 
return any of her affection. 

She returns to her home and, after 
an agonizing day in bed, decides 
she must kill him. She purchases a 
revolver and, when he calls the fol- 
lowing evening, tells him her inten- 
tion. Curtain descends with her 
pointing the revolver at him. ; 

Throughout the trial scene, which 
forms the middle part of the play, 
resort is had to the same theatrical 
effect. This breaking up of. the 
scenes saves a lot of unnecessary 
formal court routine, which is left 
to the audience to imagine. 

Her own counsel, the prosecutor, 
and the presiding judge all appeal 
to her to present some sort of ex- 
tenuating evidence, but throughout 
she resolutely declines to call any 
witnesses or say anything other than 
to plead guilty. As a last resort her 
counsel paints to her a word picture 
of the carrying out of a public death 
sentence. Horror of it, as described 
by him, is so vivid that she breaks 
down and tells the whole sordid tale. 

At the conclusion of the summing 
up the curtain descends and the ac- 
cused is next seen in a condemned 
cell, awaiting word of a possible re- 
prieve on the morning of her pro- 
posed execution. Reprieve is refused, 
and she goes forth to meet her fate. 

Normally this would be the end 
of the story, but there is a flashback 
to the first scene, showing the girl 
with head in her arms leaning over 
the table, indicating she had im- 
agined the whole result of her con- 
templated murder. Her lover enters 
and starts in with the usual protesta- 
tions of affection. She repulses him 
and tells him she is going to kill him. 
He grovels, confesses, then promises 
to make amends, pleading with her 
for his life. She refuses, whereupon, 
in a burst of desperation, he rises, 
taunts her with the fact that she still 
loves him no matter what and he 
challenges her to deny it. Admitting 
she has not lost her affection for 
him, and realizing the inevitability 
of the consequences, she neverthe- 
less shoots him. 

Students of the drama will prob- 
ably regard this as good theatre, but 
the average pay-going patrons will 
be perplexed, finding it difficult to 
determine what is intended. Last 
scene may strike as anti-climax. For 
that reason the result of the venture 
is problematical. 

Constance Cummings in the role of 
the girl gives an_ intelligent, 
restrained, but forceful portrayal, 
with no resort to emotional heroics. 


| 
| 
| 
} 





loves the girl, knowing the life she 
leads, and wanting to marry her 
nevertheless. It is eventually re- 
vealed that he is the son of the pres- 
ident of the court, but this is alto- 
gether unnecessary coincidence. It 
is poignantly enacted by William 
Fox. 
Remainder of the cast acquit them- 
selves creditably, and the entire en- 
terprise is on a very high we" 
olo. 


Passabo, Vita Perduta 


(‘Passabo, a Lost Life’) 


Rome, Nov. 29. | 
Drama in three acts by (herando Ghe- 
rardi. produced in Rome, Novy 28, Argen- 
tina Theatre, Rome, by Ruggere Rugezerl’s 
Co.: directed by Rugegert. 
Passabo Ruggero Ruggeri 
Pietro Mastrangl ... Pietro Carnabuci 
PAGIM occ cccvcscccs Margherita Bagni 





First part of this play is convine- 
ing and strong, but after thal the 
story becomes very forced. Happy 
ending after a last-minute reform 
of the viliain is not at all satisfac- 
tory. rae 

Hero of this play, Passabo, is just 
a little cog in the wheels of a big 
publishing house. He is 60 years 
old and he stutters; his life has been 
just one long series of frustrations. 
He has a brain and ideas, but he is 
timid and afraid that people will 
laugh at him, so he has never ex- 
pressed himself and spent all his life 
in shadow and obscurity. Only his 
adopted daughter Paola knows that 
there is really something to the old 
man. : 

Quite the opposite of Passabo is 
Piego Mastrangi, who is all glitter 
and bluff, with nothing inside. 
Mastrangi aspires to become director 
of the publishing house, and the ac- 
tual director gives. kim an assign- 
ment to write a treatise for the gov- 
ernment that he is sure will prove 
too difficult for the young man and 
show him _ up. Paola, who loves 
Mastrangi, begs Passabo to write the 
treatise for the young incompetent. 

Passabo writes the treatise and it 
is a huge success. Government, pub- 
lishers, press and public all are tre- 
mendously impressed. Mastrangi is 
greatiy feted and is made the di- 
rector of the concern. Ambitious 
and unscrupulous, he not only re- 
frains from acknowledging his debt 
to Passabo but dismisses him with 
the excuse that he is too old. Pas- 
sabo doesn’t mind not having the 
glory. But when Mastrangi dis- 
misses him he rebels and determines 
to reveal the truth. Paola, who still 
loves the young upstart, dissuades 
him. 

But when Mastrangi betrays Paola, 
too, and starts paying court to a 
more wealthy girl, Paola’s attitude 
changes. It all ends well. 

Ruggero Ruggeri does a fine piece 
of acting.as the old man, Heln. 


O MISTRESS MINE 


London, Dec. 6. 


Ben Travers. Presented by 
Mollison at St, James’ theatre, 
"26. 


Comedy by 
William 











London, Dec. 3, 

PERM. 5's wae oe ccoscccesees - Monica Stirling 
Hotel Manager...cocseeses--- Paul Sheridan 
Philip Cleave...cooweesss. Derek Williams 
Marcelle....cecsecsccccccesss-bverley Gregg 
MNING «5 46'0.66406806860000%.0 Pierre Fresnay 
Dittling...cccccccececese. 3. J. Warmington 
Adjutant eeeseseess .. Charles Paul 
Sophia.... eooess YVONNE Printemps 
Nelson..... ° evcosee Frederick Cooper 
Matterby...cccs seooee-- Frederick Lloyd 
EGS: Belk kcccesscses e+- Emma Trechman 
Mrs, Billing....cees 066650000545 Helen Haye 
Mra. Quill.cscecee eoosee- Kathleen Harrison 
Soper... . .cscccscccvessocess Charlies Lefeaux 
The King. .cccces Covescsseseed Austin Trevor 
Attendant ..see eececseees.--Murray Davey 
Comrie... cccseccesess Hugh Kingston Hardy 





Story of an exiled queen, helped 
and protected by a handsome young 
man, this vehicle for Yvonne Prin- 
temps will not add to her reputation, 





Most moving part is a minor one, 
that of a young man who genuinely 


and the fact that the story bears 
strong resemblance to one of the 
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5.00 te 7.50 valves 


Top-handles, zippers, pouches, 
envelopes, cocktail bags . . 
beautifully fitted throughout. 


Smooth or grained calf, antelope- 
finish suede. Black or brown. 





Wrapped in distinctive gift boxes 


¢ MILLER 49 W. 34th St. 450 Fifth Ave. 562 Fifth Ave. 1552 Broadway 


- 


author’s earlier film plots will not 
improve matters. 

Pierre Fresnay, in the role of the 
gallant who aids the royal lady in 
her flight, seems ill at ease and out 
of character, while splendid acting 
support fails to succor the produc- 
tion as a whole. 

Certainly not a bet for prolonged 
occupation of this classy house. 


BIKFIC TANAR UR 


(‘Professor Scapegrace’) 
Budapest, Nov. 26. 





the father of Miss Else, who needs 
money and can only get it from a 
money-lender who wishes to see 
Miss Else ‘dressed as Eve in the 
Garden,’ with the ensuing social 
scandal which is hushed up and ends 
as all other scandals do in life, by 
being forgotten. 

Ernst Lothar put it in seven scenes. 
His stage experience is sufficient to 
present the  book’s_ characters 

roperly. Together with this, the 

osefstadt (Max Reinhardt) actors 
have done their usual expert job. 

Rose Stradner, ravishing blonde of 
this troupe, plays Miss Else as one 
imagines Schnitzler would like to 
have seen it. 





Play in three acts by Alexander Balazs, 
at Magyar Theatre, Budapest. 

Cast Ilona Titkos, Piroska Vaszary, 
Eugene Toerzs fheodore Billicsi, | 

Warm-hearted, clean and sincere 


play about the Latin master of a 
high school in a small country town. 


He shocks the very foundations of | 
smug provincial morals’ because, 
when he falls in love with the 


naughty lady at the till of the local 


cafe, he intends to marry her in 
spite of her questionable reputa- 
tion. He sticks to his decision and | 


to his own moral code, even when a | 
tribunal of his colleagues threatens | 
him with the loss of his position. 
Solution is brought about by the re- 


professor too much to ruin him. 
Sympathetic personality of 
honest, middle-aged 


provincial vamp. 


ART AND CRAFT 


London, Dec. 1. 


Comedy 


Cast of six people with a single, 
simple studio set to interpret a play 
by Michael Egan, author of the suc- 
cessful ‘Dominant Sex,’ augmented 
by Arthur Sinclair, in a comedy 
character role, that’s a pretty good 
start for a theatrical investment. 

Piece is a first class narration of a 
second class story, and the elasticity 
with which this single idea has been 
stretched speaks much for the 
author, who has told his story in 
good fashion with crisp dialog. 

Usual conventional Bohemian art- 
ist, painting at his easel in his Chel- 
sea studio. Son of a rich man, he 
has walked out of his father’s home 
and was accompanied by the family 
butler (Sinclair). Artist isn’t mak- 
ing much money and 


people through the influence of his 
mistress. 


the place occupied by the society 
girl who brings him his clients. 


to be undisturbed and paint what he 
considers works of art, in which 
category he does not place portraits. 
_At this juncture enters a tiny ‘Peg 
0’ My Heart’ lassie, seeking the but- 
ler, whom she believes to be her 
father. Experienced theatregoer 
knows immediately the ultimate con- 
clusion—the artist, now harassed by 


tuary by marrying the sweet, domes- 
tic colleen, give up drink and go to 
work seriously. 

Up to the last few minutes this 


and contrives to run away with the 
intention of taking the veil. Artist 
remains absorbed in his painting. 


like artistic one, leaves the audience 
dissatisfied. 

Second act seems a bit slow in 
progression, and if the piece comes 
to the West End it will probably de- 
mand on the part of the author a 
definitely happy ending and a slight 
quickening of dialog and situation. 

Robert Newton, who is probably 
little known to the West End. con- 
tributes a marvellously well thought- 
out characterization of the artist. 
Arthur Sinclair as the Irish servant 
is not at his best, and seems to be ill 


at ease. But the manner in which 
he orates is always a treat. Aideen 
O’Connor, a newcomer to London 


from the Dublin Abbey theatre, is a 
well-selected bit of casting. She 


nate audiences, and should go far. 
Jolo. 


on 


FRAULEIN ELSE 
(‘Miss ll n . 


Play in seven acts by Ernst Lothar; from 


Schnitzler book realistically enough 


of sex appeal in business life. 
Schnitzler’s w.k. stery tells about 





nunciation of the girl who loves the | by year 


the | vice works. 
and unworldy | Molnar’s consummate stage craft, he 
professor is presented in a perfect| has thoroughly learned the art of 


in three acts by Michael Egan, 
produced by author 4. Kmbassy theatre, 
London, Nov. 30, "26 
Maurice Holmes Robert Newton 
Daphne Lane....... ..- Violet Loxley | 
-, Bio. OS are Arthur Sinclair | 
Tony Sturges..............Gieo%rey Sumner 
Beryl Stannard.........-. -lilian Frances 
EE Lb ccesctessoase Aideen O'Connor 


is receiving | 
orders to paint portraits of society | 


In adjoining studio is a| 
female artist who has designs upon | 


But | 


the artist yearns for opportunities | on Edgar Wallace lines and spiced | 


designing females, will secure sanc- | 


seems inevitable, but the girl sud- | 
denly learns the butler is really not | 
her father, that she is illegitimate, | 


This ending. designed to be a life- | 


apparently has the capacity to fasci- | 


Arthur Schnitzier’s novel of same name: 
directed bey Hans Vhimiz: Sets, Olto 
Niedermoser; at Josefstadt Theatre, Dec. 
2, °38 
Dr. T ..Albert Bassermann 
aD. ‘Mewes sAdepectsodees ..Lillian Skala 
Else o* sss eeeeeces ‘ -Rose Stradne:r 
Rw Meee... cccceces< Else Bassermann | 
Mr. Dorsday K.espar Brandhofer 
Dr. Paul.... Erik Frey 
Kaspar Brandhofer plays’ the 
modern Shylock of the Arthur 


It was Schnitzler’s last wish that 
this novel be dramatized, He asked 
Lothar to do it. Maass, 


TARSASJATEK 


(‘Round Game’) 
Budapest, Nov. 26. 
Play Laszlo Fodor, at 
Vigszinhaz 
Cast: Lily Darvas, 
day, Arthur Soemlay 


in three acts by 
Budapest. 


liona Aczel, Imre Ra- 


Fodor, one of the most prolific and 
successful of Hungary’s younger 
playwrights, simplifies his plots year 
and relies more and more 
on the brilliance of his dialogue. De- 
Although Fodor lacks 


blending sparkling wit and light 
sentiment with a few deep notes of 
real poetry, and letting off the fire- 


works in settings that appeal to the 


This year’s Fodor hit is about a 
dazzling society woman, wife of a 
busy and wealthy business man, who 
tries to regard her love affair with 
a penniless and ambitious young 
architect as a light game, but finishes 
by leaving husband, wealth and posi- 
tion for love-in-a-cottage, with the 
attractive youth. 
| There is no reason why this es- 
| sentially pleasant play should not be 
a success everywhere else, too, es- 
| pecially if interpreted by an artist 
| as brilliant, beautiful and highly cul- 

tured as Lily Darvas. 

Entire production is first-rate. 
Jacobi, 


| BEDTIME STORY 


London, Nov. 27. 


interpretation . of Eugene Toerzs. | 

Around him seethe the well-drawn | 

| Main Street type of a small Hun- 

garian town, of which Alexander | \ 

Balazs gives an amusing satire. Ilona | public. 

Titkos is fine in the part of the 
Jacobi, 


Comedy in three acts by Walter Ellis. | 
Staged by Arthur Rees; set, Martin Beck- | 
With; at Richmond Theatre, London. 
Judy ; . secccese BEBO Pichon 
| ae eS Hilda Campbell Russell 
Unele Toby o secede cocecsce seer 1ees 
| Lady Blundell.............Margaret Damer 
Sir John sowhebes ....-Charles Stewart 
| Prince Vietor.... .-. Michael Bazalgette 


This new comedy by Walter Ellis 
met with instantaneous success at 
| the Richmond theatre and will prob- 
| ably be transferred to the West End 
in January. 

Story is that of poor girl who pre- 
| tends to be a millionairess and gets 
away with it. But until she does so 
the plot thickens plausibly and pro- 
vides some tense situations and en- 
tertainment. All boils down to a 
modern Cinderella subject developed 


with some witty dialog. 

Play is mainly a vehicle for an 
actress who can run through the 
whole gamut of emotions and Anne 
Pichon, playing the lead, gives a 
quite sound performance, though a 
little more glamor could be used. 

Arthur Rees as Uncle Toby keeps 
| the house roaring. Rest of the cast 





| is okay enough for the Richmond 
| but needs brightening up for the 
| West’ End. 


JULIA 


London, Dec. 6. 


Light operetia in three acts by Roger 
Quilter; libretto, Stanley Grey, Cuswell 
tiarth; lyrics, Rodney Bennett; conductor, 
| Albert Coates; producer, Henry Cass; pre- 
}sented by Albert Coates and Vladimir 
| Rosing for British Music Drama Opera 
Company at Royal 


Opera House, Covent 
London, Dee. 3, '36. 
‘dwreaaeehens ovvescosccecsdsareld Scott 


| Garden, 
| Robert 


Se eee eee Fé 3 50408 Elizabeth French 
Countess of Clovelly,.Margaret Bannerman 
| Lady Flizabeth.....6.ccesece Helen Ferrers 
Mr. Henderson. .......... Harding Steerman 
DRDENG, ax ceueanes cnebnaeebees Maisie Baxter 
SS Sas carne tim baa ee--. Vivien Lambelet 
David Wycombe ..... escenls Henry Wendon 
POEG se 3 6 t.00ebe Wk anee -+--.-Franklyn Kelsey 
|; Montague Broscius.......... Ralph Roberts 
PE (t¢sbeedy asans PAK Oakeoe Isobel Salkeld 
Dick PRONG ats ncehe aes Richard Warner 
| Sir John Pepperley..... Bromley Davenport 
Fg Pr eriietTrr er Patrick Barr 


ee TP Eey Te Pore re Gordon Miller 
suncibagiaems 

| ‘Julia’ is labeled throughout as a 
|‘charming operetta’ of a previous 
| generation. Music is easy and grace- 
ful, with one or two very attractive 
numbers. especially a waltz song. 
'but the book is based upon a plot 
that the modern sophisticate would 
regard as childish. 

| Wealthy young widow joins a 
| troupe of strolling players for a lark. 
| La k takes the form of a handsome 


tenor who, when he finds out she 
|is rich as well as handsome, nobly 
| renounces her, thereby giving him 
_ the opportunity to dash back and 
| frantically embrace her once more. 
| This is interspersed with some 
charming music, the production, cos- 
| tuming and general quality of the 
} acting and vocalizing being of a 
| very high order, 

| Interest circles around the debut 
of Margaret Bannerman as a prima 
donna. While it is true she started 


to show once more the modern trend | her stage career in the chorus, she 


attained a high position as a legiti- 
(Continued on page 70) 


DAY’ $11,500, RED 
IN PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 15. 
Last of six ATS subscription plays, 
‘Call It a Day,’ got wedged into 
bad spot last week at the Nixon and 
finished up disappointingly at around 
$11,500. Guild hit of last season wag 
caught between Katharine Cornell’s 
corking session with ‘Wingless Vic. 
tory’ and the oncoming (current) 
‘The Show Is On,’ first musical here 
this season. Opening of ‘Show’ sale 
in mid-week kicked the ‘Day’ win. 
dow take into the cellar and the fact 
that the stars are only moderately 
known here contributed to the gene 
eral depression. 
After “Show Is On,’ Nixon goeg 
| dark for four days, reopening Xmas 








night with ‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ which 
will remain through New Year's 
week. 


Estimate for Last Week 
‘Call It a Day’ (Nixon; 2,100; $2.95), 
Finale for ATS six-play season and 
nothing to write home about on 
$11,500 session. Came at a bad time 
for class show and that figure rep. 
resents some red. 


‘TWO SHOWS IN OFFING 
FOR WPA-BOUND L. A. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 15. 

Federals still have the town sewed 
up, with five theatres functioning, 
Commercial theatre field remains 
dark until Christmas Dav, when the 
El Capitan, closed for a number of 
weeks, relights with Henry Duffy's 
production of ‘Tomorrow We Live.’ 
This is the first new play ever pros 
duced by Duffy at the El Capitan 
and will be groomed for Broadway 
if clicking. 

Biltmore reopens in January with 
‘Boy Meets Girl’ after being dark 
for a couple of months. 

WPA 

| ‘Goose Hanes High,’ Mason. Dee 
| buts today (15) after several weeks 
| of ‘East Is West.’ 

‘Warrior’s Husband,’ Mayan. Tried 
out first in Hollywood, comedy ree 
places ‘It Can’t Hanpen Here’ today 
(15). 

‘Purple Is as Purple Does,’ Hollys 
wood Playhouse. Trade holding brisk 
and run has been extended to Jan. 3, 
an extra three weeks. 














‘Uncle Vanya,’ Musart. Continues 
to attract mild ~atronage. 
‘Captain Kidd’ and ‘Petrouchka,’ 


Marionette theatre. 
indefinite. 


‘Jan’ 16’ Very Sad 
$3,000, Kansas City 


Kansas City, Dec. 15. 

Legit season got off to fair start 
here three weeks ago with ‘Boy, 
Meets Girl,’ then slipped mildly 
with ‘Pride and Prejudice.” Howe 
ever, legit took it full on the chi 
last week when ‘Night of Jan, 16, 
which closed Saturday (12), limped 
to the tape with a poor $3,000 on 
the week. Advance for ‘Night, 
while low, did not indicate such a 
floppo week. 

‘Night’ company, which was heads 
ed for Milwaukee and was to hav 
booked some one-nighters out o 
there, was ordered to N. Y. 

‘First Lady’ came in Monday (14) 
for a three-day session. Advance 
okay. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Night of Jan. 16,’ Orpheum (2,150; 
$2.20 top). They go to see names 
here. Without them, any play is in 
for dreary takings, and this one was 
no exception; $3,000, pretty bad. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Peggy Ashcroft, Charles D. Brown, 
Harry Irvine, ‘High Tor.’ 

Conway Tearle, Alice White, Adele 
Rowland, Lucille Ball, ‘Hey Diddle 
Diddle.’ 

Myron Taylor, ‘Eternal Road.’ 

Louise Platt, Tom Murray, 
‘Promise.’ 

Lillian Emerson, Boyd Crawford, 
Dodson Mitchell, ‘Good Old Summer 
Time.’ 

Tom Powers, ‘House in the Coun- 
try.’ 


Puppet show, 
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Several Lesits in Offing for Chi: 


REGUTEMATE — 


jen “ears ET 


VARIETY 65 








RAT TRYOUT FINE 
$9,000, BALTIMORE 


Letty, Sole Show, Okay at $13,000 nee 





Chicago, Dec. 15, 

Looks as if the managers have 
finally decided to do something about 
the deplorable Chicago legit situa- 
tion, which had the loop legit list 
down to a single entry. Three shows 
open on Christmas (25) night: Jane 

owl in ‘First Lady’ at the Harris, 
‘Mulatto’ with James Kirkwood at 
the Studebaker, and Leslie How- 
ard’s ‘Hamlet’ at the Grand. ; 

On Dec. 28 the Nazimova. revival 
of ‘Hedda Gabler’ opens at the Er- 
langer for a two-week run, then 
scramming for the Katharine Hep- 
burn showing in ‘Jane Eyre,’ sked- 
ded to open Jan. 11. 

After many announcements and 

stponements it finally looks as if 
the ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ is coming 
around, now being slated for the 
Grand on Jan. 4. 

Loop’s only ow at present is 
‘Leaning on tty’ (Post Road’) in 
its fourth week with the power still 
on. Looks like a genuine run for 
this light, nonsensical piece. As the 
4own’s only show last week it felt 
the slump, = still making a big 

t on its setup. 

oeetter a six-month rehearsal the 
WPA musical ‘O Say Can You Sing? 
finally got away last Friday (11) at 
the Great Northern. Got good com- 
ments and talk, with the mass of the 
production carrying the show along, 
rather than the book and lines. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Leaning on Letty,’ Selwyn (1,000; 
$2.75) (4th week). Dipped last week 
to over $12,000, but still a box office 
beauty as the town’s sole legit. 

Other Attractions 

Ballet Russe, Auditorium. Opens 
on Friday (18) and a cinch for big 
money. 

WPA 

‘It Can’t Happen Here,’ Blackstone. 
Steady patronage for the Sinclair 
Lewis anti-fascist_ dramatization. 

‘O Say Can You Sing,’ Great 
‘Northern. Town’s only musical 
should get business at $1.10 top, with 
plenty of people and production. 


TAKE IT’ OKAY, 
$11,300, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Dec. 15. 

Holiday line-up in legit is now 
pri.ty well set here. 

Christmas night finds Max Gordon, 

ter a sudden change of decision, 
ringing ‘Othello,’ with Walter Hus- 

mn, into the Forrest for an eight- 

y stay. It takes the place of 

aughty Marietta,’ cancelled. Aiso 

Xmas night hag | End’ will re- 
t th langer a a_congider- 

jon ar knees, Length of 
is uncertain. 

Locust gets a tryout on Dec. 28 in 
ait Along Little Dogie,’ which has 

nk Parker, mike star, featured. 
Also on that date will be ‘End of 

mer, fifth ATS subscription 
lay, coming into the Chestnut for 
wo wecks. 

Last Week's biz was nothing to 
poost of, although ‘You Can’t Take 
t With You’ jumped on its second 
and final week at the Chestnut. Al- 
though not in the sensational class 
and not aided by subscription foun- 
dation, it managed to hit $11,300. 
Word-of-mouth helped a lot. 

Max Gordon's e Women,’ got 
Mixed notices after its opening at 
he Forrest, although cheers pre- 
ominated. Names of various femme 
characters didn’t mean much ‘on the 
marquee or at the box office and 
show was lucky to get $3,500. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘You Can’t Take It With Yow’ 
(Chestnut, 2nd week). Ended strong, 
With word-of-mouth helping; $11,300. 

dy Precious Stream’ current. 

‘Moon Over Mulberry Street’ (Lo- 
cust, 2nd week). Quit after two 
weeks, although had figured on a 
Month's stay; $2,500; house dark un- 
lil Dee. 28, 

‘The Women’ (Forrest, 1st week). 
Not so much at the b.o., although 


notices tended towards praise. Just 
about $3,500. 


‘Hour’ $3,500, Ind. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 15. 











, rhe Children’s Hour,’ here for 
piree night performances and a 
aturday matinee (10-12) did a 


Oppo at the box office to gross only 
approximately ©3,500 for the engage- 
ment at $2 top. 

This in spite of rave revues by 
fricks of all three dailies, and fa- 
Yorable audience comment. Slump 








S blame : 
§ blamed on Jack of names in the | 


cast 
tow n). 
Version 


‘an imvortant item in this 
Xmas shopping, and the film 
which preceded the show. 
No Rest for the Weary’ by Adrian 
"Ordon, taken by Elizabeth Miele for 


arch production lilia Motvleff 
Will direct, os 


\ { 


‘INA-CLAIRE TALKS ‘END’ 


INTO $15,000, DETROIT 


Detroit, Dec. 15. 

King Edward-Wally Simpson 
tangle gave Ina Claire a chance to 
crack the local sheets with her opin- 
ions and the result was a hypoed 
gross last week for ‘End of Summer’ 
at the Cass. At $2.75 top for nine 
performances, the $15,000 gross 
meant one of the best here this sea- 
son. 

Preceded by a mad rush for tick- 
ets, similar to the one for the pre- 
miere of her ‘St. Joan’ last season, 
Katharine Cornell opened her ‘Wing- 
less Victory’ at the Cass last night 
(14) to a jammed house. Entire eight 
performances were virtual sell-outs 
late last week. If things keep up, 
‘Victory’ should break a record here. 

Following Miss Cornell, the Cass 
will be dark until Christmas, when 
George White’s ‘Scandals’ moves in 
for a week. Leslie Howard’s ‘Ham- 
let’ is set for Jan. 4, followed by Na- 
zimova in ‘Hedda Gabler’ for a week. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘End of Summer’ (Cass; 1,400: $2.75 
top). Ina Claire grabbed loads of 
publicity during the King-Simpson 
affair, and gross hypoed to fine $15,- 
000, one of the best here this season, 
on nine performances. Current is 
‘Wingless Victory,’ at $3.30 top. 


Dead End Fine 
$12,000, ‘Precious’ 
$10,500 in Hub 


Boston, Dec. 15. 


In a quiet week, ‘Dead £nd’ stood 
out in its third frame at the Colonial. 
‘Blossom Time,’ hypoed via two-for- 
ones, came through the first week 
with a light take. ‘Lady Precious 
Stream’ built slightly in its second, 
final week, and ended a satisfactory 
stay under auspices of the Guild. 

Katharine Hepburn in ‘Jane Eyre’ 
is slated to follow ‘Dead End’; Giel- 
gud’s ‘Hamlet’ is dated for one week 
sometime in January. George M. 
Cohan is skedded to open his new 
piece in few weeks. 

WPA unfolded ‘Life’s a Villain’ 
last Wednesday (9), and the Harvard 
Dramatic Club brought in the Amer- 
ican premiere of ‘Jonah and the 
Whale.’ 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Dead End’ (Colonial; $2.75; 3d 
week). Has held pleasing pace all 
the way and $12,000 for third week 
is very good. One more stanza. 

‘Lady Precious Stream’ (Plymouth; 
2.75; 2 week). Never socko, but 
Fa Bho or final week satisfactory. 

‘Blossom Time’ (Shubert: $2.20; Ist 
week). Handed swell notices, but 
revival did tepid $8,000. 

WPA 


‘Life’s a Villain’ (Repertory; 55c.; 
Ist week). Just so-so at $900. 


Mulatto’ Poor $6,000 
And Out of Frisco 


San Francisco, Dec. 15. 


Strike and approach of the holiday 
season hit the takes of ‘Mulatto’ and 
‘Take Y: &*‘ Choice’ at the Curran 
and Columbia respectively. Curran 
had banked heavily on getting plenty 
of business from the waterfront 
crowd, but the striking marine 
workers didn’t have any money for 
a legit. ‘Mulatto’ closed here Satur- 
day. Dec. 12. Company will move 
on to Chicago, where it will onen at 
the Studebaker theatre on Christ- 

















mas Dav. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Mulatto’ (Curran) (2d week) 
(1.700: $2). Bowed out after two 


terrible weeks at $6.000 each. _ 

‘Take Your Choice’ (Columbia) 
(94 week) (1.700; 50c.). FTP, which 
has done fairly well at the box office 
here. has a disappointment in this 
one. fairish $2.450 in its second week. 








‘Naughty’ $4,000, Newark 


Newark, Dec. 15. 
‘Naughty Marietta’ did a 
week at the Shubert, hitting a poor 
$4,000. Coming holidays, plus the 
fact that ‘Marietta’ had been seen 
on the screen, put big dents into the 
b. o. Current attraction at the house 
is a WPA opera, ‘Fra Diavolo. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Naughty Marietta’ Shubert (1.970 
50-$1.50). Had to compete with 
Christmas shopping and previou 
Hollywood click of the same musica): 
disheartening $4,000. 


quiet | 


Tryout of George Abbott's pro- 
| duction, ‘Brother Rat.’ rolled up a 
rollicking £9,000 at $2.20 top at the 
Maryland last week. Opening night 
take was only $370, but rave word- 
o’-mouth spread and biz cascaded 
daily. By Friday, the piece was 
playing to standees. 

This week Ford's, UBO stand, has 
‘Boy Meets Girl,’ with a big advance 
heaped up in advance of last (Mon- 
day) night’s opening at $2.20 top. 
Indie Marvland is shuttered and has 
nothing definitely niched for the fu- 
ture. Operator Leonard B. Mce- 
Laughlin goes to N. Y. today (Tues- 
day) on one of his periodical prowls 
for bookings. 

Autumn has been excellent for 
legit here, both from aspect of num- 
ber of shows touching town and biz 
accorded ’em. Now it seems that the 
outlook is suddenly bleak. 


Estimate for Last Week 


‘Brother Rat,’ Maryland (1,700: 
$2.20). Tryout of comedy copped 
crackerjack $9,000; biz built from 
opening on, with standees at last 
three performances. 


CORNELL SOCK 
$14,800, 4 WK. 
CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Dec. 15. 


That old_ but complimentary gag 
that Katharine Cornell could read 
the telephone book through three 
acts and still command an attentive 
full house, seemed again to be prov- 
en by the local reception of her in 
‘Wingless Victory.’ 

Her Malayan princess role and 
Maxwell Anderson’s new play 
formed an unbeatable combination 
that gave the Hanna its highest 
gross this winter, $14,800, in only 
three days, with one matinee. If 
she could have played a full week 
all house records would have top- 
pled. Show came within two shades 
of equaling her ‘St. Joan,’ which 
took $15,500 here last season on a 
split week. 

Every seat for the four 
ances was filled and about 200 extra 
chairs, placed in the aisles, were 
snapped up at $2 per. 

anna is breaking more prece- 
dents by getting two current split- 
weekers, ‘Pride and Prejudice’ open- 
ing Monday (14) for three days, ‘End 
of Summer’ arriving Thursday (17) 
for another trio. Maxwell Ander- 
son’s new one, ‘High Tor,’ with Bur- 
gess Meredith, is being world- 
premiered here Dec. 29 after a dark 
week. Next on tap will be George 
White’s ‘Scandals’ Jan. 4, four days. 
._ Elmer Rice’s ‘Not For Children’ is 








erform- 


going into its third week at the 
Cleveland Play House, succeeded 
Dec. 22 by ‘Libel.’ 


Estimate for Last Week 

‘Wingless Victory’ (Hanna; 1,435; 
$1.10 to $3.30). Great advance sale, 
over-capacity business through en- 
tire run and raves for Cornell, al- 
though the cricks picked at flaws in 
the Anderson play. For an off-sea- 
son here, her close-to-$15,000 in four 
performances is something of a 
miracle, 


‘Waltz’ 10G, Dallas 


Dallas, Dec. 15. 
‘Waltz’ grossed approximately $10,- 
000 in four performances here. Box 
office clicked in waltz-time the first 
day but increased its tempo before 
closing. 
Straight percentage dea) prevailed. 





Broadway Expects Half a Dozen 
New Hits; ‘Can't Take It’ Looks In 





next two weeks, and they will be 
real Christmas presents if holding | 
to the rating at out-of-town try-outs. | 
Managers are optimistic and ticket | 
brokers are smiling after rubbering | 
at the shows with the idea of mak- | 
ing buys. 
Monday | 


First new click opened 

(14), when ‘You Can't Take It with 
You’ premiered at the Booth and 
was hailed by the press. It is a 
laugh show. Week has two more 


possibilities in 
‘Brother Rat.’ 

Next week's incoming card, from 
which much is expected, holds: ‘The 
Wingless Victory, Empire: ‘The 
Show Is On,’ Winter Garden: “The 
Women. Barrymore; ‘Aged 26,’ Ly- 
ceum: ‘Promise,’ Little; ‘Ail Editions,’ 
Longacre, and several holiday spe- 
ciais. Judged from the business 
drawn by the first two named out 
of town they are sure things. 

‘Tonight at 8.30’ jumped to the lead 
in the agencies and, while its gross 
was somewhat over-estimated, 
topped $25.000 “last week—all the 
show can get at the National. ‘To- 
varich’ held to form with better than 
$21.000. but nearly all other shows 
slumped _ off. An exception was 
‘Follies. which went over $25,000 
when announced to leave. Leslie 
Howard's ‘Hamlet’ also jumped after 
similar news. 

‘The Eternal Road.’ representing a 
total cost of about $500,000, is defi- 
nitely dated to open at the Manhat- 
tan Opera House Jan. 4, and the seat 
sale is on. It will be the second pro- 
duction on which huge fortunes were 
invested this season, other being 
‘White Horse Inn.’ 

‘Follies’ is the only show slated to 
close this week and it will start tour- 
ing shortly. Howard's ‘Hamlet’ was 
withdrawn last Saturday. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Black Limelight,’ Mansfield (6th 
week ) (D-1,097-$3.30 ). Drawing 
agency trade with grosses moderate 
but date indefinite: around $6,000. 

‘Black Rhythm,’ Comedy (ist 
week) (M-660-$2.75). Presented by 
Lionel A. Hyman; book and score by 
Donald Heywood; colored musical 
opens Wednesday (16). 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Cort (56th week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30). Business last week 
around $7,500, but with arrival of 
holidays should easily span winter. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore (lst week) 
(CD-991-$3.30). Presented by George 
Abbott; written by John Monks, Jr. 
and Fred Finklehoffe; opens tonight 
(Wednesday ). 

‘Days to Come,’ Vanderbilt (ist 
week) (D-804-$3.30). Presented by 


‘SHOW’ $29,000. 
CAPITAL'S TOP 


Washington, Dec. 15. 

‘The Show Is On’ rolled off with 
approximately $29,000 last week at 

ational. Take is top for this sea- 
son, as also was the $3.85 top, a scale 
which few shows attempt here. 

Capitai has seen plenty of brilliant 
theatre since September, but Min- 
nelli’s revue was the first gal-and- 
gag festival and everybody, includ- 
ing the critics, took it as a holiday. 

Switch back to tragedy comes this 
week with Walter Huston’s ‘Othello,’ 
which has a nice advance sale due 
~~ f to the sock rep Huston 
gained in ‘Dodsworth.’ Next on the 
docket is ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ with ‘Two 
Mrs. Carrolls’ to follow, 


‘Days to Come’ and 

















Cornell Tops Scandals 





| Show Only $7,000 


| Cincinnati, Dec. 15. 
| Opposition offered by Katharine 
| Cornell and the Cincinnati Sym- 
| phony Orchestra proved too much 
| for George White’s ‘Scandals’ last 
| week. Leg show took a brodie with 
an approximate $7,000 gross at the 
indie Taft Auditorium on $2.83 top. 

Despite the fact that the Cox is 
| the only other legit operating, Kath- 
|arine Cornell's ‘Wingless Victory’ 


| shamed the musical by doing a grand 
approximate $12,000 with four ca- 
pacity performances in the first half 
of the week at $2.30 top 
| Local Symph packed the mammoth 
| Music Hall on Friday and Saturday 
night with the opera ‘La Tosca’ 
scaled at $3 top 
Cox has dropped its top to $2 this 
|; week for the incumbent ‘Children’s | 
i Hour,’ 


‘Victory’ Sock $12,000 on Split-Week, Girl 
on Full Wk., Cincy 





Cowl $15,000, St. L. 








approval among the local crix, ended 
a seven-day stand at the American 
Theatre Seturday (12) with a take 





St. Louis, Dec. 15. 
‘First Lady,’ with Jane Cowl in 
the star role and no dissention of | 


Broadway expects the arrival of Herman Shumlin; written by Lillian 
at least half a dozen hits within the Hellman; first play by producer this 


season; opened Tuesday (15). 


‘Dead End,’ Belasco (60th week) 
(D-1,000-$3.30). Slowed up, but near 
even break past two weeks: run 
drama figured through the winter; 
around $6,500. 

‘Follies,’ Winter Garden (resumed 
eng.) (24th week) (C-1,671-$3.30). 
Final week: fared well un to Thanks- 
Ziving;: jumped over $25,000 on clos- 
ing announcement; goes on long 
tour; ‘The Show Is On’ will follow. 

‘Hamiet,’” Empire (10th week) 
(D-1,098-$3.30). Eased slightly, but 
another excellent gross topped 
$17,300: date extended: moves to St. 
James next week; ‘The Wingless Vic- 
tory’ follows here. 


‘Hamiet,’ Imperial. Withdrawn 
after playing five weeks less one 
night; attendance jumped in final 
week, with gross over $15,000. 

‘Holmes of Baker St.,’ Masque (2nd 
week) (D-789-$3.30). Opened mid- 
dle of last week and drew adverse 
notices; chances doubtful. 


‘Idiot’s Delight,’ Shubert (resumed 
eng.) (3lst week) (C-1,387-$3.30). 
Under its early fall pace, but still 
drawing real money, with gross 
around $18,000. 

‘In the Bag,’ Belmont (ist week) 
(C-524-$3.30). Postponed from last 
CF ea due to debut Thursday 
(17). 

‘Johnny Johnson,’ 44th St. (5th 
week) (M-1,323-$3.30). Getting mod- 
erate money and may make the 
grade; quoted over $8,000; not costly 
to operate. 

‘Matrimony Pfd.,’ Playhouse (5th 
week) (D-873-$3.30). Eased slightly 
but satisfactory and turning an 
operating profit: around $9,000 esti- 
mated last week. 

‘On Your Toes,’ Maiestic (36th 
week) (M-1,717-$3.30), Off form, as 
expected, but indefinite and will get 
share of holiday trade; $16,000. 

‘Prelude to Exile,’ Guild (3rd 
week) (D-914-$3.30). Satisfactory as 
subscription presentation; takings 
quoted around $12,500 last week. 

‘Red, Hot and Blue,’ Alvin (8th 
week) (M-1,355-$4.40). Late week’s 
performances capacity and expected 
to span the season; $27,500: bit off. 

‘Reflected Glory,’ Morosco (13th 
week) (CD-1,355-$3.30). Has been 
off with the field, but profitable from 
the start; slightly under $10,000 last 
week, 

‘Stage Door,’ Music Box (9th 
week) (C-1,013-$3.30). Eased off in 
pre-holiday going; $17,500; but real 
hit and should run through season. 

‘Swing Your Lady,’ 46th Street 
(9th week) (C-1,375-$2.75). Moved 
here from the Booth: scale reduced 
because of larger capacity; around 
$5.500 last week. 

‘200 Were Chosen,’ 48th St. (5th 
week) (D-969-$3.30). Theatre parties 
helped last week. but staying chances 
still indefinite; $5,000. ‘Around the 
Corner’ (“Good Old Summer Time’) 
slated for house. 

‘Tonight at 8:30,’ National (4th 
week) (C-1,132-$4.40). Tops all 
shows in agency demand, with high 
prices secured for tickets: canacitv 
all rformances; over $25,000; all 
the house can get. 

‘The Country Wife,’ Miller (3rd 
week) (C-944-$3.30). Doing very 
well and revival should make fairly 
good stay of it; $12,500 first full 
week. 

‘Three Men On a Horse,’ Fulton 
(99th week) (C-913-$2.20). Dropned 
last week, probably more than 
expected: around $4,000. but engage- 
ment will last beyond New Year’s. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (158th 
week) (D-1,017-$1.65). War horse of 
the list manages to play to weekly 
profit; last week estimated around 
$5,000. 

‘Tovarich,’ Plymouth (10th week) 
(CD-1,036-$3.30). One of the few 
shows not affected by pre-holiday 
slump; last week's takings topped 
$21,300. 

‘Victoria Regina,’ Broadhurst re- 
sumed eng.) (42nd week) (D-1.110- 
$3.30). Eased off, but still command- 


ing excellent money, with last 
week’s gross $17,500. 
‘White Horse Inn.’ Center (12th 


week) (M-3.321-$3.85). Gross leader 
around $40,000 last week: advance 
sales indicate holiday clean-up for 
operetta. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You” 
Booth (1st week) (C-704-$3.30). Pre- 
sented by Sam H. Harris: written by 
George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart: 


well regarded in Philadelphia; 
opened Monday (14). 
Revivals 

D’Oyly Carte Gpera Co., Beck; 


| Gilbert and Sullivan troupe in last 


| of approximately $15,000, swell biz. | 


Despite severe cold, which threat- 
| ened her withdrawal during the run 
| here, Miss Cowl stuck to the stint 
|} and appeared in every performance 
| Manager Paul Reisman and Mary 
| Ward, p.a. for the shov planted 
|feature stories on Miss Cowl ir 

every local daily, garnering eight 


full columns of free space. 


! 


three weeks of strong engagement, 


which was twice extended, 
WPA 
Tt Can't Happen Here,’ Adelphi: 
1] move to Daly’s: “The Sun and 


ope here 

‘Mr. Jicgins of Jigginstown.’ Labor 
Stage (Prine postponed; now 
listed to start Thursday 7). 

‘Bassa Moona,.’ Lafavette, Harlem: 
vill be followed next month with 
‘Sweet Land.’ 
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Stern Papers Quit ANPA 
Charging the American Newspaper 
Publishers’ Association with an un- 
fair policy toward the American 
Newspaper Guild, the Philadelphia 
Record and €amden Courier-Post 
last week resigned from the ANPA. 
Action followed ANPA board of 
directors’ resolution urging its mem- 
bers not to bargain with representa- 
tives of Guild, which is union repre- 








senting reporters, photographers and 


| 


other editorial employees. | 


Record, first paper to sign a con- 
tract with a recognized Guild, has a 
circulation of 328,000 daily and em- 
ploys around 900 persons in all de- 
partments. Courier-Post, with a cir- 
culation of about 75,000, employs ap- 
proximately 375. Both papers are 
published by J. David Stern (N. ¥ 
Post), noted for his liberal policy to- 
ward labor and generally agreed to 
have been largely responsible for 
Guild’s success by his immediate co- 
operation during its early stages. 

New York Post, with a circulation 
of nearly 300,000, is not involved in 
although it is 
also published by him, Paper was 
not an ANPA member. 





Scribes’ Orgs On Coast 
Organization bug has hit Coast 
writers with a vengeance. 





| 
| 


| lengths 








Screen | 


writers are already represented by | 


two outfits, Screen Playwrights, Inc., 
and Screen Writers’ Guild of 
Authors’ League of America. Many 
Coast writers also belong to Drama- 
tists’ Guild, or one of other branches 
of Authors’ League. 

Big spurts have been made re- 
cently by American Newspaper 
Guild, with signal victories in Seat- 
tle, San Francisco and Los Angeles. 
WPA writers, unemployed and free- 
lancers, with a sprinkling of names 
to add prestige, have swollen ranks 
of American Writers’ Union, Los 
Angeles Local No. 10. Pulp scrib- 
blers are planning militant action in 
defense of copyright and reprint 
rights through their Fiction Guild, in 


_ which Erle Stanley Gardner is strong 


fighter for little fellow. 
Writers who met in San Francisco 
Congress last month have set up ma- 


__chinery of permanent organization 


covering 11 Western states, to be 
called Association of Western Writ- 
ers. Local committees are actively 
functioning in various’ centers, 
definite tie-up with Central Labor 
Council having been achieved in 
San Jose, California. 

Other organizations in existence 
include SPANCS, studio p.a.’s, and 
Foreign Press Society, not to men- 
tion numerous smaller clubs and 
groups. 





Who Was First? 

Both Universal Service and the 
United Press are claiming a beat on 
the abdication story, each syndicate 
stating its claims in Editor and Pub- 
lisher ads. 

Universal claims that it flashed the 
announcement on Wednesday (9) 
night at 10:40, and some subscribers 
to the service carried the abdica- 
tion story by William Hillman the 
following morning (10). United 
Press is of the opinion that Univer- 
sal jumped the gun, and states that 
King Edward did not sign until 
Thursday (10) at 1:30, and that it 
was not a real beat. Copyright UP 
story by Henry T. Russell declared 
that King Edward had decided to 
abdicate, and this story appeared in 
some Wednesday (9) morning papers. 





Hichens Gets Judgment 

Default judgment was entered in 
U. S. District Court, N. Y., for 
$3,312.30 in favor of Robert S. 
Hichens, British author, against the 
American Play Co., Inc. * 

Hichens sued to collect $20,000 
from the play company on _ the 
grounds that he had engaged the de- 
fendant to negotiate with Metro for 
the sale to the latter of certain pic- 
ture rights. The amount of the 
judgment is the unpaid balance due 
Hichens. 





Bourjaily Buys Judge 
Monte Bourjaily, editor and pub- 
lisher of Mid-Week Pictorial, has 
purchased Judge, humorous weekly 
founded in 1881, and acquired the 
subscription rights to the satiric mag 
Life, title of which is now being used 
by Time, Inc., for its new picture 

mag. 
Editorial 


staff will remain un- 


| 


changed, with Jack Shuttleworth as | 


managing editor. 





History of Balto Suns 

History of the Sun papers of Bal- 
timore, the Sun, the Evening Sun 
and the Sunday Sun, has been 
jointly written by Gerald W. John- 
son, Frank R. Kent, H. L. Mencken 
and Hamilton Owens. 

Book will be published May 4 to 
celebrate the Balto Sun's centennial. 
Mencken is general editor of the 
book, 

















| 
Off the Cobb | 





Hollywood, Dec. 15. 

Radio writers found them- 
selves considerably deflated 
after Irvin S. Cobb got this one 
off his chest: 

‘They're literary pullets; after 
they lay one golden egg they 
curl up their inspirational toes 
and die.’ 























That Winchell Thing 


Walter Winchell went 
in his column | 
(Tuesday) to trace the changing re-| 


to 


historian, former editor and foreign 
| correspondent and former film cen- 


| more than 20 years on the work. 


some | and poet. 
yesterday | tion from University of Pennsyl- | 


Dr. Oberholtzer Dead 
Dr, Ellis Paxon Oberholtzer, 68, 


sor, died Dec. 8 of a heart attack in 
the Pennsylvania Historical Society 
Building, Philadelphia, where he had 





Wednesday, December 16, 1936 











be 








—_- - ~ _ a 
. 9 
Best Sellers 
Best Sellers for the week ending Dec. 12, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc, 
Fiction 
‘Gone With the Wind’ ($3.00)...~.............-By Margaret Mitchell 


gone to check proofs of the last 
volume of his six-volume history of 
the United States. He had spent 





Oberholtzer was the son of Sara 
Louisa Vickers Oberholtzer, novelist | 
Shortly after his gradua- 


vania he became associate editor of | 


lationship between himself and Va- | old Philadelphia Evening Telegraph, | 


RIETY during the past few years. 
That change has been from cordi- 
ality to animosity, and as strong with | 
him as with VARIETY. 
reminiscing was brought about by a 
story in the current Literary Digest 
on Variety which included _ the 
statement that he had often gone to 
Sime Silverman for advice. Win- 
chell admits this, and then traces 
the slip as caused by rumored as- | 
persions verbally cast by him upon | 
VARIETY. 

Well, he’s partly right. The things 
he supposedly said, and has always} 
denied, are what alienated the) 
VARIETY Muggs as far as he was con- | 
cerned, although this angle had 
effect upon Sime. 

Sime’s grouch against the col- 
umnist was over his supposed ill- 
treatment of a VARIETY advertising 
solicitor when Winchell was playing 
a date at the New York Paramount. 
Sime sizzled because, ‘Nuts, Win- 
chell was once a solicitor himself.’ 
And then the sniping really com- 
menced on both sides. 

This was all a long time ago and 
nobody knows yet how much truth 








no | 


. ».| Vienna 
Winchell’s : 
— | *The Referendum in 





there is in any part of the thing. 
As a matter of fact, there’s not much 
reason for Variety taking up the 
matter because it’s a cinch no one 
gives a damn except Winchell and 
ourselves. 

But that’s the way it is and nei- 
ther side seems interested in doing 
anything about it. There’s not much 
doubt that Varrery has gotten under 


Winchell’s skin a couple of times, 
and there’s no doubt at all that 
Winchell has made the Variety 


bunch burn more than once. So as 
said, so long ago, it’s still a standoff. 





Cenvict Pubs for Obscenity 


In Federal Court in Baltimore last 
week, John F, Edwards and Henry 
Marcus, editors and publishers of 
Breezy Romance, Hollywood Nights, 
Ginger and Stolen Sweets mags, 
were each fined $1,000 and sentenced 
to serve three months in jail on 
charge of shipping obscene matter 
in interstate commerce. Both pleaded 
guilty, 

District Judge W. Calvin Chestnut 
imposed the fines and sentences be- 
cause the four magazines were pub- 
lished in Baltimore. Edwards and 
Marcus said they came from New 
York to Baltimore early this year, 
and had since published approxi- 
mately 700,000 copies of the four 
mags in aggregate. 

Police departments in Chicago and 
Miami banned the publications some 
time ago because of obscenity. As 
far as could be determined by a 
Government investigator, none of the 
mags were ever offered for sale on 
Baltimore newsstands. 





Who Was First? 

Both Universal Service and the 
United Press are claiming a beat on 
the abdication story, each syndicate 
stating its cause in Editor and Pub- 
lisher advertisements. 

Universal élaims that it flashed the 
announcement on Wednesday night 
(9) at 1640, and subscribers to their 
service carried the abdication story 
by William Hillman the following 
morning. United Press declares that 
Universal jumped the gun, and that 
King Edward did not officially abdi- 
cate until Qhursday (10) at 1:30. 














Universal states, however, that the 
abdication was signed at 3:30 a.m. on 
Thursday morning and brought to/| 
London by couriers in a tin box,| 
and that their man at Fort Belvedere 
flashed this news to London. 





Finance Seattle Scribes’ Layoff 

Frank Lynch, photographer, and | 
Everhardt Armstrong, drama critic, 
of the Seattle Post-Intelligencer, out 
of whose discharges grew the 108- 
day Newspaper Guild strike, have 
both received checks equivalent to | 





six months’ salary. The checks were | next spring. 


signed by Christy Thomas, secretary 


| later was foreign correspondent for | 
| the paper when he studied in_ Ber- | 
| lin, Heidelberg, Paris, Freiburg and | 


In 1893 he wrote thesis on 
America,’ later | 
widely used as textbook. 

In 1896 he became editor of The | 
Manufacturer, economics journal} 
published in Philadelphia; four | 
years afterward joined old Philadel- | 
phia Times as literary editor and) 


| 
subsequently held same post with| 
old Philadelphia Public Ledger. From | 
1915 to 1921 he served on Pennsyl- 
vania Board of Motion Picture Con-1 


sors and _ subsequently published | 


*Yang and Yin’ ($2.50) .ecccccceee 
‘White Banners’ ($2.50) .... 
‘Great Laughter’ ($2.50) . 
‘A Prayer for My Son’ ($2.50) .... 


‘Live Alone and Like It’ ($1.50)... 
“The Bibie (GRTG) sviccsceesvtece 
‘Nine Old Men’ ($2.50)...... By 


‘Man the Unknown’ ($3.50) 


By 





‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ ($2.50).......ee+....-By W. D. Edmonds 


SE PEO re Te Lloyd ea Douglas 
1G ey Peete! Fannie Hurst 


Non-Fiction 
‘An American Doctor’s Odyssey’ ($3.50) By Doctor Victor G. Heiser 


, Drew Pearson and Robert S. Allen 


‘Around the World in 11 Years’ ($2.00) 


sda theescaeees ta Alice 7. Hobart 


Keawownssenaceevauer Hugh Walpole 


cavetere cat cake By Marjorie Hillis 
seats , Ernest Sutherland Bates 


By Alexis Carrell 


Patience, Richard and John Abbe 








es 


Home Television 


(Continued from page 3) 


requirements. Though the size of 
the televized picture remains the} 
same, the new standard gives one 
sharper and clearer in detail and} 
more perfect for home consumption. 


; me It closely resembles the 16 milli- 
The Morals of the Movies. | meter pictures in detail. 

As film censor, Oberholtzer was Other support for television ex- 
center of long, scorching political 


battle, finally culminating in his dis- 
missal in 1921. Began when exhibs 
in state repeatedly squawked over 
his tough glimming of pix. Appeal 
by then Governor Sproul to ‘go| 
easy’ was disregarded and legislature 
then held up Oberholtzer’s pay, but 
he continued getting remuneration 
through special fund. When State 
Controller finally stepped in with re- 
fusal to okay tapping of special fund | 
any longer, Oberholtzer at last was 
forced to quit. Charged then that 
State officials were controlled by 
exhibs. 


Wife and brother survive 





Brooklyn Times-Union Sold 


Sale of the Brooklyn Times-Union 
to the Brooklyn Daily Eagle, which 
was rumored but denied for about 
a year, was consummated Dec. 9. | 
Each paper will continue publication, 
but beginning Jan. 1 both will be 
printed at the Eagle plant. Cost of 
the transfer was revealed as $900,000, 
which does not include the real es- 
tate and printing plant of the Times- 
Union, 

M. Preston ‘Goodfellow, president 
of the Eagle, stated that the Times- 
Union will emphasize local news, 
while the Eagle will concentrate 
more on national and international 
material. Fremont C. Peck was the 
publisher of the Times-Union. Both 
declared that the transaction was 
motivated by a desire for simplifica- 
tion and that both papers had been 
for some time accepting joint adver- 
tising at a combination rate. 

The Brooklyn Times was founded 
in 1848, six years after the Eagle. 
In 1912 Carlson C. Peck purchased 
the stock, which was transferred on 
his death to his widow. She named 
John N. Harman as administrative 
head of the paper. Latter will join 
the Eagle in an advisory capacity. 
In 1922, Fremont C. Peck took charge 
and erected a modern building to 
house the plant. The paper was 
merged with the Brooklyn Standard- 





| he pointed out 


| suffers when a compromise between | 
| about 





Union three years ago and became | 
the Brooklyn Times-Union. 
The Eagle, except for a few short | 
intervals, has been in control of de- | 
scendants of Isaac Van Anden, who 
founded the paper in 1841. It was 
acquired in 1932 from the Frank 
Gannett chain by Goodfellow. 





Those Coronation Ads 


The new issues of the monthly 
slick magazines caught some of the | 
transatlantic de luxe liners with a 
bad break due to recent events. 

Heralding bookings for the Coro- 
nation crossings, many of the ads 
read specifically, ‘the Coronation of | 
King Edward VIII.’ 





Littleton’s Liberty Yarn 


Scott Littleton, former scenarist 
and now a mag writer affiliated with 
the L. A. district attorney’s office, 
sold a yarn to Liberty. 

Littleton heretofore had _ special- 
ized in crime exposes. 





CHATTER 
Noel Coward’s autobiography out | 





W. H. Fawcett returned to Holly- | 


of the Seattle Chamber of Com- wood to spend the winter. 


merce, 

Payments were made by a group | 
of Seattle business men to finance 
the men pending a National Labor 


Relations Board decision in their | Gibbs have gone to Europe. 


Cases, i 


German rights to Will Durant’s 
‘Story of Civilization’ sold. 
Kenneth Roberts and A. Hamilton | 





Jack Woodford, author of 32 pub- 


| who has been in Madrid for four and | vision theatre in midtown Berlin. 


| weekly mag in Chicago. Mayer tried 


clusive home use is the recommenda- | 
tion of Dr. Alfred N. Goldsmith that | 
the public be excluded from attend- | 
ing all rehearsals and broadcast of 
events in the television studios. In 
urging that such a policy be adopted 
that there is ‘no 
question but that radio programs 
timing and methods of production 


the home audience and studio au- 
dience is adopted.’ Dr. Goldsmith, 
consulting industrial engineer long | 
identified both with radio and tele- 
vision, hinted that present 
studio audiences neither amuse the 
advertising sponsor nor the client's 
advertising agency. 

Nix on Studio Audiences 


Foreseeing annoyance resulting 
from alleged competition with the- | 
atres and municipal licensing prob- | 


lems that accompany theatre opera- 


radio | 





lished novels, joined Warners’ Coast 
staff. | 
Allen E. Norman has been ap- 
pointed general manager of Fawcett | 
Publications. 
Constance W. Dodge has written a | 
book titled ‘Graham of Claverhouse,’ | 
which will be out next year. 
George Weller, of the foreign staff | 
of the N. Y. Times, has written a 
play titled ‘Diplomats In Dresses.’ 


Ernst Henri, author of ‘Hitler 
Over Europe,’ will have another 
book out this month titled ‘Hitler 


Over Russia.’ 


Edwin Satterthwaite Parry, 58, 
author, former newspaper man and 
advertising executive, died Dec, 9 in 
Riverton, N. J. 

H. M. (Beeny) Walker, formerly 
sports ed of the L. A. Examiner now 
writing scenarios, is doing a series 
of historical fight stories for the Ex. 


George Lait, N. Y. news ed of Uni- 
versal Service, will remain in Holly- 
wood to do a couple of film columns 
weekly and help Louella O. Parsons, 
Hearst gossiper. 

William Saroyan, Coast writer, | 
claims combined writing-publishing | 
record of putting out edition of his 
tale, ‘Three Times Three,’ in 28 days 
from the tee-off. 

Gilbert Gabriel spent a few days 
in Hollywood confabbing with Will- 
iam LeBaron at Paramount studio on 
screen treatment of ‘The Life and 
Loves of Victor Herbert,’ which he’ll 
do in the spring. 

Fourth Estate Club currently be- 
ing formed to give newspapermen 
headquarters for 1939 World's Fair. 
Hotel Dixie in N. Y. being con- 
sidered for clubhouse rooms. Pur- 
pose of the club will be strictly so- 
cial and membership will be open 
to both active and retired news- 
papermen. 

Bill Carney, of the N. Y. Times, 








a half months, is now in Paris and |} 
has been replaced by Herbert L. 
Matthews on the Spanish fracas. 
Carney went to Paris-to get out a 
sensational story on Dec, 6 on the | 
civil war, which would not have 
passed the censors in Spain. 

Promotion for Fawcett Publica- 
tions will be handled by J. M. 
Mathes starting Jan. 1, 

Dexter Masters has resigned from | 
the Fortune staff, and with Milt S. 
Mayer is considering starting a 


previously to revive ‘The Chicagoan,’ 
a mag on the New Yorker type! 
which folded in 1935. 


tion, Dr. Goldsmith claims that it is 
well known in the _ entertainment 
field that the illusion is_ spoiled 
when the audience ‘sees the wheels 
go ‘round.’ 

He visualizes the economy in op-« 
eration and greater freedom in pro- 


cedure possible when studio audi- 
ences are prohibited. He thought 
that only the home audience need 


be considered in locating television 
studios so that there would be a say- 
ing in rentals and also in spotting 
of facilities. Dr. Goldsmith also con- 
tends that the rapid switching from 
one studio to another or ine intro- 
duction of long or short motion pic- 
ture subjects into the program can 
be carried out without worrying 
the 


supposed reaction on 
| visitors to the studio. 

Admitting that such a program 
would involve some _ sacrifice of 
vanity on the part of the client, 
agency and broadcaster alike, the 


television engineering expert be- 
lieved that the people who purchase 
televiso sets want to watch the per- 
formances and have them perfect, 
Dr. Goldsmith’s further contention 
is that since the owners of television 
sets give this sight-and-sound broad- 
casting its life, they alone shouid be 
considered. 





London’s Schedules 
London, Dee. 15. 
Television testing campaign, with 
Baird System and EMI (Electric & 
Musical Industries, Ltd.) competing 
by offering their individual systems, 
has progressed so far in England that 


| the weekly programs are published 


regularly. Televistic programs are 
broadcast six days per week, two 
hours. each day, Sunday being ex- 
cluded. 

The ultra-modern influence of 
American swing music is found on 
the programs which nearly every 
day lists George Scott-Wood and his 
Six Swingers as the performing or¢ 
chestra at least once , 

The television broadcasts consist 
largely of picture films, a commenta- 
tor, newsreel, time, weather and 
orchestra music, The most repeat 
appearances in a _ recent weekly 
line-up were made by the Scott- 
Wood swing combo. On a recent 
Baird System test week, British 
Movietone News and ‘Australia in 
Harvest Times,’ a semi-educational 
reel, were included as the talking 
pictures projected. Programs run 
from 3 to 4 o'clock in the afternoon 
and from 9 to 10 o'clock at night. 





Germany’s Television 
Berlin, Dec. 15. 

Television in Germany is strictly 
a governmental affair. Though pro- 
grams are broadcast on a regular 
schedule, receiving sets are not sold 
the public. What are known as ‘pub- 
lic televiewing rooms’ provide the 
means of seeing televistic broad- 
casts. These are operated by the 
post office division. Twelve such 
rooms are located here while Pots- 
dam has one. Average seating ca- 
pacity of the television rooms or au- 
ditoriums here is 30, which means 
that about 300 witness each pro- 
gram and an additional i100 witness 
a broadcast in the small public tele- 


Majority of the auditoriums are 
located in post offices or adjoining 
Structures, Reception conditions aré 
reported uniformly yood although at 


| one auditorium two receivers weré 


operated simultaneously to give bet- 
ter results. 

Admission is by ticket which must 
be obtained in advance of the tele- 


| view broadcast. There is no tee 
charged. 

Newspapers refer to television 
| programs only casually and thea 
usually on special occasions. Bi1S- 


sery= 


gest attention to the regular 
ice is paid to televiewing prograns 


iby fan and trade publications here- 
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After Tour Fischer Reports Concert Lm Cl OW ON ‘Birmingham Civic Concerts 


Guld Must Reduce Membership Cost TRAVESTY SHyy 


Before a concentrated cross-coun- 


try membership drive gets under 


way for American Guild of Musical 


Artists, 
justed, according to Leo Fischer, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the organization, 
just back from six weeks spent 
mostly on the Coast. Main stop- 
overs were in Chicago, Les Angeles 
and San Francisco. 

Stellar concert talent being cen- 
iralized as it is in the East, means 
these headliners can meet the cur- 
rent fees as set forth by the group, 
but in the hinterland and more re- 
mote areas, present schedule is too 
stiff. Discussion of this will be 
taken up at a series of sessions tc 
start Wednesday (16) and continued 
intermittently for the rest of this 
month. When completed, those con- 
tacted in the various key cities will 
proeeed on definite drives, it is said. 
Now the membership fee is $25, and 
an initiation fee of $15. 

New members recently joined on 
Fischer’s trip include: Emanual List, 
Carlo Morrelli, Louis D’Angelo, So- 
nia Sharnova, Glenn Dilliard Gunn, 
Frank Waller, Norman Cordon, Hans 
Clemons, Doris Kenyon, Margaret 
Matzenauer, Andre de Segourola, 
Joseph Achron, Serge Oukrainsky, 
Adolph Bolm, William Vanderberg, 
Tandy McKenzie and Boris Morres. 

Lawrence Tibbett, president of the 
Guild, will preside at the board ses- 
sions starting today. Meetings will 
be held in the offices in the French 
Bidg., on Fifth Ave. 


SHOWMEN SEE STRAW 
IN CHURCHMAN BOSS 


Dallas, Dec. 15. 

Midway showmen eyed appoint- 
ment of Frank MecNeny as director 
general of Texas fair’s second edi- 
tion next summer and wondered if 
it was tipoff on entertainment motif. 

Selection was inftuenced by bank- 
ers’ triumvirate which has controlled 
exposition all along. New director 
is prominent realtor, building opera- 
tor and oil financier but is just as 
widely known regionally for church 
affiliations. Moot question was 
whether .director’s background would 
make customary strips shows of Mid- 
way taboo. 

Mr. McNeny has announced that 
his administrative staff will be set 
up this week some time. Organized 
creditors’ group hopes to spot a rec- 
ognized showman somewhere in 
lineup, to insure boxoffice returns 
when expo re-opens June 12. 


Grofe’s Own Concert 


Ferde Grofe, who orchestrated Paul 
Whiteman’s first, now historic, con- 
cert of American jazz music at 
Aeolian Hall, N. Y., in 1924, will 
baton his own popular music coneert 
at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., Jan. 19. ‘It’s 
a charitable event. 

A feature will be a new work by 
the composer-conductor, an ode to 
Will Rogers, thus far captioned (ten- 
latively), ‘The Cowboy Ambassador.’ 


fees will have to be read- 














DeVilbiss Shifts Jobs 
Lincoln, Dee. 15. 

Otho K. DeVilbiss, space grabber 
for the Nebraska State Fair for the 
past two seasons, resigned this week 
and goes to Denver, Colo., as re- 
Zional director of the Council of 
State Governments. 

DeVilbiss figured heavily in the 


State show's two profitable years in 
1935 and 1936. 


DE VRIES IN TOKYO 


Tokyo, Dec. 3 


Sydney de Vries, Dutch baritone, 


arrived here Nov. 17, after touring 
Australia. He is now arranging for 
® radio broadcast over a national 
hookup. 


Singer leaves here shorily to fill 


ehgagements in New York. 








‘Swing’ Pretty Serious 


under Philhar- 
monic auspiees was given its 
first starchy chamber perferm- 
ance last week at Town Hall, 
N. Y., with premiere of “‘Work- 
out,’ by Robert McBride. It 
was all dene in a serious vein, 
with no attempt at fancy 
gestures. 

Showmanship was in formal 
coneert manner, including sol- 
emn visages, glowering atten- 
tion to musie stands. 

Audience, mostly in tails, 
proved. 


190-Seat Spot 
For Intimate 
Concert Revue » 


Swing music 


a p- 











Columbia Concerts has taken Erika | 
Mann’s ‘Peppermill’ production to 
manage on this side, Continental 
entertainment bows in Dec. 29 at a 
$2.75 top scale at Chanin’s Audi- 
torium. Small seat spot numbers 190. 

Music, skits and dances in the 
modern continental manner’ with 
literati flavor is the general idea. 


| Metropelitan Opera. 
{nual such-fun shindig tossed by the 
Opera Guild, which is the Ladies’ Aid | 


| 


Opera Guild Members Are 
Afraid to Giggle—Might 
Shake Off Tiara — Feel 
More Comfortable When 
Art Is Given in Straight 
Doses—Finishing Schools 


Trained ’Em to Take It 


ADVERTISING STUNTS 


Dowagers’ dead pans showed faint 
signs of distress Sunday (13) at the 
It was the an- 


Auxiliary of the local chapel. But 


| travesty is pretty much of an ordeal 


| singers were clowning and having a| 


| great old time, Mrs. Lah-de-Dah | 
— : quite savez. With her the 
is a ritual. Not fun. Not 


jeweled fashion show in between 
| dinner and a night club. But not 
fun. Heavens, never. 

Nevertheless the Met's. singers 
were out to enjoy themselves. And | 
they did in a series of satires on | 
things and stuff. Charitably and 





| art and culture when it’s serious. 


Therese Giese is one of the players | 


added for the cast. Most are from 
the other side. C. C. plans to tour 
it later on as a platform attraction. 
F. C. Coppicus is managing. 

Miss Mann is a daughter of novel- 
ist Thomas Mann. 





NEW SALZBURG BUILDING 


Criticism Prempts Plan 
Te Modernize 





Toscanini’s 





Vienna, Dec. 4. 

If Arturo Toscanini’s plans can be 
realized, visitors to the Salzburg 
festival plays in 1937 will find a new 
concert building. Toscanini is not 
satisfied with the acoustics of the 
present one and has worked out 
with the famous Austrian architect 
two plans to improve it. The one, to 
construct an entire new building, 
will cost too much money, the Salz- 
burg festival committee, headed by 
President Baron Pouthon announced. 
But the second one is being taken 
into serious consideration. 

It concerns a partial change and 
an additional tract. To assure it, an 
international music Sweepstakes is 
proposed. 


No Tokyo Date for Jooss 


Tokyo, Dec. 3. 

After several months of fruitless 
negotiations, L. Greanin, representa- 
tive of the Ballets Jooss, left here 
for the U. S. 

Greanin had been irying to ar- 
range for appearance of the troupe 
here, but met with difficulty. Junjin 
Kaikan, spot selected for ballet, 
controlled by the military, which ob- 
jected to a foreign attraction. 


COREY IN AGAIN 


Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Dec. 15. 
A. R. Corey, of Des Moines, 
elected secretary of the Iowa State 
fair, and John Mullin of Fonda re- 
named president. 
The 1937 show will be held in Des 
Moines Aug. 25 to Sept. 3. Core’s 
salary is fixed by law—$5,000 a year. 








McChesnney Under H. & J. 
Ernest McChesney, tenor, has 
signed with Haensel & Jones division 





of Columbia Concerts for concerts 
and recitals. He has appeared in 
Broadway musicals and in niteries. 

He sings Dec. 20 at Worcester, 
Mass. 


re- | George Rasely, 


| James 
| Verdi's 





is | 
' 


| introducing 


| contribution. 


| 


for the Ladies’ Aid and while the 


= sits 


tactfully the travesties were followed | 
by serious items. Then Mrs. Lah-de- 
Dah felt more comfortable. The 
Ladies’ Aid Auxiliary understands 
It | 
was beaten into them at finishing 
schools. 

An innovation at the Opera Guild } 
event this year was advertising spon- | 
sorship (not radio) of several bits. | 
Old Gold, Elizabeth Arden cosmetics | 
and TWA air lines were the ‘donors’ | 
on these terms. It helps take care of 
the special expenses. 

New cyclorama purchased this 
year got a good workout as labels 
for the cigs, beauty packs and coast- 
to-coast service were moulded into 
the classics and flashed across the 
backdrop repeatedly. NBC scripted 
the stunt which helped the proceed- 
ings along greaily. 

Whole show this year was staged 
with a more showmanly hand. Head- 
liners utilized included Lawrence 
Tibbett, Nino Martini, Rese Bamp- 
ton and Lucrezia Bori. Edward 
Johnson, m.c.’ed but did not sing. 

Newcomers to the Met.’s roster 
were drafted for clowning chores, 
some appearing in abbreviated baby 
garb. Most entertaining flash was 
‘Gohengrin: The Flying Dutchman’ 
which George Balanchine satirized 
cleverly. Paul Draper (punch-hitting 
for Ray Belger) tapped on the 
boards with the American Ballet in 
borrowed costumes from the Music 
Hall aping the Rockettes in ballet 
style. 

New feminine stars introduced all 
revealed girth control, 
actually thin. Blondes in the ma- 
jority. Male singers didn’t register | 
with the audience at all on entrance. 
Stella Andreva, Natalie Bodanya, 
Vina Bovy, Murie! Dickson, Irene 
Jessner, Lucille Browning, Anna 


the new faces on view. Latter was 
a late Spring addition and is the sole 
heavyweight among the new vocal- 
ists. 

Commercials 
in 2000 A.D. had Graham 

at the microphone and 
the sponsored _ skits. 

which Old Gold pre- 

a bedroom farce with 
Miss Browning and 
Wolfe singing snatches of 
music in between cigaret 
puffs. Verdi's credit was dubbed Joe 
Green on the program. 

Elizabeth Arden’s tissue blends 
were paraded on sandwich cards for 
that firm’s ‘Lucias of Jammermore’ 
Doris Doe, Rene Mai- 
son, Nicholas Massue, Julius Huehn 
Miss Bodanya and John Gurney 
cavorted as the Dionnes in this one. 


Opera 
McNamee 


‘lll Traviata,’ 
sented, was 


Sextet number closed their antics. 
Wedding march from ‘Lohengrin’ 

was in swing ‘a trumpet blasted 

away in the pit) for TWA’s spon- 


An exquisitely gowned and | 


a few being | 


| Boy Meets Girls 
Kaskas and Bruna Castagna were) 


Draw 3.000, Many Seats 25e; 


it Highbrow Trimmings 





Free Cough Drops 


Spekane, Dec. 15. 
Girls’ federation of Lewis and 
Clark High School pulled a new 
stunt by making serious effort 
to guard against loud coughing 
in audience during the concert 
of Roland Hayes, Negro tenor. 
Had free cough-drop samples 


on table with big signs ‘Have 
you a cold? Don't spoil the 
concert. Free cough drops.’ 


Concert drew about 2,000, and 
there was only one bad cougher. 











Lily Pons to B. A. 
With Kostelanetz; 
Music Stunt Ideas: 


{| On May 25 Lily Pons will sing at 
the Colon opera house, Buenos Aires, 


as she did two and _ three-years 
ago—she skipped this past winter 
| season (when it’s summer here, it’s 


{cold in the southern hemisphere)— 
| and the trip in May will also be the 
|} occasion for Andre Kostelanetz to 
|introduce Yankee music to the 
| Latins below. It's for this reason 
|that Jack Robbins, the music pub- 
lisher, called together a luncheon 
|meeting of Ferde Grofe. Rube 
Bloom, Dana Suesse and Eastwood 
Lane to meet Kostelanetz. 

Each will undertake a significant 
work for that South American tour. 
And among other things Kostelanetz 
will, in meantime, guest-conduct the 
‘Mississippi Suite’ by Grofe at the 
latter’s own concert in Carnegie Hall, 
N. Y., Jan. 19. 


STROK BACK HOME 
Tokyo, Dec. 3. 
A. Strok, local impresario, re- 
turned here after a talent tour of the 
world. 
Mischa Elman, violinist, has been 
set as the first to appear here early 
in 1937 under Strok’s auspices. 








sored ‘Gohengrin.’ Paul Draper’s 
foot tapping sounded very strange 
|on the Met.’s boards. Doubtful if 
many of the subscribers ever got 








| used to it. Dancer was ushered in via 
air service instead of a swan boat. | 
Annabelle Lyon, Erick Hawkins and 
Leyda Anchutina danced in other 
| assignments. Balanchine’s flair for 
|; comedy then climaxed itself as the 
line dubbed the Metropolinettes, 
formed a straight row across the 
stage kicking in unison a la Russell 
|Markert’s Music Hall bevy. Bob 
| Armbruster revamped the Wagner 
score, 


Ensuing acts had pupils from the 
Dalton school, Friends Seminary, 
Horace Mann schools and Riverdale 
Country School taking a flyer at the 
classics in schoolroom manner. Two 
Ernests, Hutcheson and Schelling, 
then teamed for siick piano work of 
the concert variety. Tibbett in next | 





to closing position. Last bit pre- | 
sented Nino Martini and Lucrezia 
Bori in a ‘Boy Meets Girl’ 


of ‘La Boheme.’ Retired diva is stil] | 
a stunning sight on the stage. 

Credits for ‘Opera As You Like It’ 
run includes: Director and general | 
manager, Wilfred Pelletier: an- 
nouncer, Graham McNamee: con- 
ductor. Robert Armbruster: lyrics, 
L. H. Titterton and Williams S. 
Rainey; art director, Jean Charlot: 
choreography, George Balanchine | 
and accompanist, Pietro Cimerra. | 
Over 2,000 turned out. Mrs. August 
Belmont. who steers the Guild, also 
spoke briefly from the stage. 

Met.’s season opens next Monday 
(21). 


takeoff | 
| 


Birmingham, Dee. 15. 

Birmingham Civic Symphony, with 
a membership of 84 musicians, is go- 
ing into its fifth season at th2 5,600- 
seat Municipal Auditorium. Org will 
give four concerts and then tour 
small towns of state. May also do a 
date or two in Mississippi. 

With some 1,400 seats at 25 cents 
and more seats at $1 the concerts 
are strictly not for a limited high- 
brow crowd. Concerts are 24-sheet- 
ed on billboards and played up in 
press with the appeal directed at 
workers, stenogs, and the lower 
classes generally. 

All the customary folderol of high- 
brow concerts are 01 .itted. Manage- 
ment figures it is this snobbish angle 
that the average American detests 
and which makes working people 
uncomfortable at run-of-the-mill 
classical music affairs. Birmingham 
is a laboring city, and it is to labor- 
ers the concert series appeals. 

Students, music study clubs and 
similar groups come into Birming- 
ham for the symphonies in specially 


chartered buses. One group of 36 
comes from Tuscaloosa, 54 miles 
away. 

Orchestra derives 60% of its reve- 


nues from one-time window sales, 
Has a few donors to series at higher 
prices, but there’s no angel and no 
Mrs. Lah-de-Dah is asked to write a 
check to cover the deficit. 

An average audience is 3,000 per- 
sons. 


$150,000 Fund 
In Cleveland 
To Clinch Met 


Cleveland, Dee. 15. 

Guarantee of a $150,600 minimum 
is being underwritten by opera pa- 
trons to bring Metropolitan Opera 
to Cleveland this spring for the first 
time since 1932. Come-back appear* 
ance will be sponsored by the North- 
ern Ohio Opera Association. VU. S. 
Senator Robert J. Bulkley, chairman, 
is leading campaign for underwrit- 
ing agreements. 

Civic auditorium with a 12,000 ca- 
pacity was picked as scene of Met's 
planned operas for six night per- 
formances and two matinees, during 
week of April 12. Sharp cut in 
prices, lower than any Met had be- 
fore, is being worked out to guar- 
antee sell-outs. 


Horowitz, Ill, Cancels 


Viadimir Horowitz, pianist, is can- 
celling his U. S. tour pacted on this 
side starting Jan. 3 due to illness. 
He is in Europe. 

Arthur Judson bureau of Columbia 
Concerts was steering him for a two 
months’ trek. 

















Main in ’Bama 
Birmingham, Dec. 15. 
Walter L. Main Circus moved into 


Montgomery recently to establish 
winter quarters there. 
Walter Main, owner of the show: 


William Newton, manager: 
Harry Fitzgerald, press agent, 
spend the winter there. 


AT HOME AT LAST 


Spartanburg, S. C., Dec. 15. 
Barnett Bros. circus in winter 
quarters at York. S.C. following 
Florida tour, reported very profit- 
able trip. 
Eighth year show has wintered in 
York, 


and 
will 
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Broadway 





Jack Lait back. 

Mike Marco in 
Coast. 

John Gielgud has moved to the 
Village. 

Walter Kane, of Zeppo Marx Coast 
agency, in town. 

Eddie Joseph and his Gussie sailed 
back to ’Frisco. 

Sol Lesser back in New York after 
a jaunt to Boston. 


Nick Mamula back to Par after be- 
ing laid up a week. 

William Hawks back to the Coast 
after a week in N. Y. 

George Jessel week-ended in New 
York from Hollywood. 

Herbert Yates, Jr., back from busi- 
ness trip to the Coast. 

Ted and Adah Lewis 
field with Christmas cards. 

Sallie Kussel and mother 
Saturday (12) for California. 

George D. Lottman to the Coast 
today on new p. a. accounts, 

Mr. and Mrs. John Moroney are 
here from Texas for a few days. 

Tom Waller’s fishing trip a week 
ago netted him a total of one cod. 

Dave Herblin, formerly in stock, 
is cruise director for the Grace Line. 

Sumner Smith has purchased a 
10-acre plot up near Brewster, N.Y. 

New ventilation and cooling system 
installed at Madison Square Garden. 

A. Montague, Columbia sales chief, 
to New Orleans for regional sales 
confab, 

Ruth Roberts, showgirl in ‘White 
Horse Inn,’ fell on the stage of the 
Center. 

Toots Shaw, the Tavern’s boni- 
face, is still tryin’ to pick a gridiron 
winner. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Golden tossing 
a cocktail party at the Coffee House 
Club today (Wed.). 

Hal Olver has been made an ad- 
miral of the flagship fleet of the 
American Air Lines. 

John Dowd and Muriel W. Gerson, 
daughter of the restaurateur, have 
set-their wedding for Jan. 7. 

Colored Actors and Performers 
Asén. held first shindig at Apollo 
theatre last night (Tuesday). 

Independent Theatre Owners’ As- 
sociation will hold its annual dinner- 
dance Jan. 16 at Waldorf-Astoria. 

Mrs. Al Goodman has organized a 
benefit card party Dec. 19, at the 
Majestic apts., for Dorothea Antel. 

eanna Durbin, who returns to 
Hollywood this week, celebrated her 
14th birthday while in New York. 

Herbert J. Ochs, assistant to Grad 
Sears, is on a tour of the Warner 
midwestern and southern branches. 

George Walsh, Par’s upstate New 
York operator, was in New York 
over the week end seeing the h. o. 
boys. 

Fred Bradna again ringmaster for 


town from the 


beat the 


sailed 


the Santos & Artigas circus in Ha- |. 


Vana. Six weeks’ date started 
Nov. 28. 

Olga Kempner, visiting relatives 
in Amherstburg, Ontario, returns to 
New York before departing for Lon- 
don later. 

‘Three Men on a Horse,” at the 
Fulton, to be presented Sunday (19) 
for the blind—actors don’t have to 
make up. 

Saul Abraham and Arthur Nichols 
into the Manhattan Opera House 
b. o.” “House will light with ‘The 
Eternal Road.’ ' 

Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus heading for 
Hollywood after trip east to attend 
director’s session of Technicolor, of 
which he is prexy. 

Bob Gillham spending New Year’s 
with his folks in Kansas City, break- 
ing the trip west for the Adolph 
Zukor dinner Jan. 7. 

Jed Flanagan, his leg amputated 
as result of infection, is back in the 
cafe biz at 14 East 60th, the old Villa 
Vallee, with Joe Fejer batoning for 
tea dansants. 

Ben Stein and Andy Costello will 
company and stage manage respec- 
tively for Lew Brown’s show. going 
into the Palm Island Casino, Miami, 
Fla.. Xmas week. 

Mrs. Jolo (Charlotte Parry) back 
to London after several months’ stay 
in America, including a visit to her 
daughter and son-in-law,-the gov- 
ernor-general of Virgin Islands. 

Georgie Price to Miami Beach for 
his annual winter-sojourn this Fri- 
day, by motor, to open up their 
home. Mrs. Price (Lorain Manners) 
anc baby depart next Monday by 
train. 

RKOites gifted Hal Green with a 
crystal bar set when he, a member 
of the advertising staff under S. 
Barrett McCormick, jumped off Dec. 
13. Going on West Indies honey- 
moon cruise. 

Chris Dunphy arrived in New York 
Saturday (12) on his first trip east 
since taking over advertising and 
publicity at the Par studio in Holly- 
wood to remain east with his fam- 
ily over the holidays. 

Cynthia White’s 19th annual 
Greenwich Village ball, New Year’s 
eve, will be at Webster Hall, per 
usual, but Miss White is headquar- 
tering at the Hotel Lafayette and not 
the Brevoort since latter hostelry 
changed hands. 

Stanton Griffis, Paramount di- 
rector, and Col. J. R. Kilnatrick, 
president of Madison Square Garden, 
placed on advisory board of Para- 
mount building branch in the Chem- 
ical Bank & Trust company. Board 
consists of representative men in 
theatrical and film industries. 


London 





Jack Buchanan’s mother seriously 


ill. 

Autograph hunters on: the trail of 
ZaSu Pitts. 
‘Muted Strings’ 
after three weeks. 
Sarah Berman, mother 
Berman, died, aged 73. 
Johnny Hines here for British In- | 
ternational under a long-termer. 
International "Broadcasting Corp. 
building new and bigger offices. 
Jane Carr, stage and radio star, | 
to marry Major Fetherstonhaugh. 
Oliver Wakefield broadcasting 
fortnightly on the Henry Hall hour. 
Will Fyffe now on active produc- 
tion on a new film to be titled ‘Well 
Done, Henry.’ 

After convalescing in Cornwall, 
Jessie Matthews is back and ready to} 
resume work. 

Dick Crean now heading the or- 
chestra at the Victoria Palace for 
Kurt Robitschek. 

Harry Anderson quitting the Rich- 
ard and Marks office, with Dave 
Marks to operate alone. 

Tracy and Anderson off to ,play 
their first date at the Alhambra, 
Paris, for Kurt Robitschek. 

Granville’ Barker’s banned play, 
‘Waste,’ staged at the Westminster 
Dec. 1, 30 years after it was written. 

Warren Lassiter (Lassister Broth- 
ers) apartment hunting for his Mrs. 
and kid, who arrive here Dec. 14. 

Hans Sonker, Continental stage and 
film star, has accepted an offer to 
make another picture here for War- 
ners. 

Godfrey Tearle escaped serious in- 
jury when his car was wrecked in 
a collision with a lorry in Edin- 
burgh. 

Archibald Patrick Moore to marry 
Joan White, actress. Groom was 
adopted by Violet Melnotte just be- 
fore her death. 

Royal Carl Rosa Opera Co. mak- 
ing its first journey out of England 
when it sails for South Africa on 
April 16 for a three months’ tour. 

Winter season of opera begins at 
the Covent Garden Dec. 26, under 
the auspices. of Imperial League of 
Opera, with stars unselected as yet. 

Dave Bader has written a film 
script which has been bought by 
Alexander Film Prods., goes into 
production Jan. 10 starring Yvonne 
Arnaud. 

Mrs. Mark Ostrer throwing a 
party to celebrate her 10th anni- 
versary in England. Originally came 
over here with the ‘Broadway’ legit 
company. 

‘Astonished Ostrich,’ new play by 
Archie Menzies, Australian, now 
touring the sticks; may follow Archie 
De Bear’s revue, ‘All Waves,’ at the 
Duke of York’s. 

Athene Seyler’s daughter, Joan 
Sterndale Bennett, to marry George 
Benson, now appearing here in “Tiie 
Two Bouquets.’ Bride is secretary 
to Ashley Dukes. : 

Matheson Lang has acquired the 
rights of Marguerite Steen’s novel, 
‘Matador,’ which he and the author- 
ess will adapt for the stage, and in 
which he will star. © ; 

Gwen Farrar made an anonymous 
appearance with the Carl Rosa Opera 
Company, appearing at Hammer- 
smith in the role of Prince Orlofsky 
in ‘Die Fledermaus.’ 

Marie Tempest’s next appearance 
will be in a play by two new au- 
thors, Kenneth Gould and Eileen 
Russell. Show is titled ‘Retreat 
From Folly’ : d will be produced 
by W. Graham Browne for H. M. 
Tennent, Ltd. 





closed Nov. 28, 
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Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 





Charles Munro to Brisbane. 
or Hutchinson off for the Far 


st. 

‘White Death’ (Barrier) out after 
two low weeks. 

Capt. Frank Hurley filming pix in 
New Zealand for the government. 

Splendid biz continues to follow 
the Gilbert-Sullivan revivals | in 
Sydney. 

Tom Holt has wed the late Frank 
Thring’s daughter. Holt’s son, Cliff, 
will take a bride shortly, too. 

Wirth’s Circus playing a successful 
season in Melbourne. Will take to 
the road shortly for annual tour. 

Extra studio will be erected by 
Station 2 U.W. to meet the demand 
of big biz increase. Frank Marden 
in charge. 

Pat Hanna has returned from Lon- 
don with the intention of producing 
pix locally. Was once connected 
with Efftee. 

Hot weather is still hurting biz in 

many big centers around Australia. 
Adelaide is the latest city to be hit 
by the heat wave. 
_ Monte Carlo Russian Ballet is do- 
ing tremendous biz in Melbourne for 
Williamson-Tait. Will tour all Aus- 
tralia and New Zealand. 

Noel Monkton anxious to get a 


| covered in 





start on his local, ‘Typhoon Treas- 
ure,” with Joe Valli. Pic will be | 
shot_on Great Barrier Reef. 
Wilhamson-Tait getting good trade 
with itS-.revival of ‘A Southern 





Maid’ in Melbourne; Gladys Mon- ! 


crieff and Claude Flemming are fea- 
tured. 

Dog racing is growing tremen- 
dously in popularity week by week 
in Sydney and managers are feeling 
the pinch Saturday nights, with only 
so-so b.o, trade. 

Isador Goodman takes charge of 
the Prince Edward orchestra next 
week from Albert Cazabon, who re- 
turns to London after eight years, as 
conductor for Dan Carroll. 

Shirley Ann Richards is the first 
local giri to be signed up by Cine- | 
sound cn a year’s contract. Was dis- 
the amateur ranks and | 
given the lead in ‘It Isn’t Done.’ 

Count Patti and George Schnee- 





voldt have been engaged by the 


Australian Broadcasting Commission | 


to conduct a series of concerts next 
year under its management. Dr. | 
Malcolm Sargent has also been en- 
gaged for a return season, 


Quebec 


L. Rosenfeld in from Toronto. 
Mel Lodge in from Dannville. 
P. Mayer here from Winnipeg. 
Jim O’Loghlin up from Toronto. 











A. Edelman to N. Y. for the week- | 


end. 

Dave Coplan passing through from 
Toronto. 

Armand Bilodeau here from Drum- 
mondville. 


Willie Ellman on a trip through | 


the Rouyn district. 

Sir Guy Standing due in from Van- 
couver next week. 

B. Burpee opening the Drummond 
theatre, Valleyfield, Jan. 7. 

Paul Wright subs for Braham Sey- 
mour (with cold) on CFCF. 

George Wright on staff of Van- 
couver News-Herald from Montreal. 

Billy Cass has booked a couple of 
tickets for Honolulu on a honeymoon 
trip in January. 

Bill Lester putting finishing 
touches on a new theatre, the Car- 
tier, in Quebec City, to open Christ- 
mas. 

All engineers, officers and staff of 
all four Montreal radio stations held 
20 hours every day last week for 
King’s statement. 





Chicago 





Bill Elson dropped in on the Loop. 

George Dunning getting married. 

Al Marin popped out in a derby. 

Quin Ryan and Alexander Wooll- 
cott look like twins. 

Frank Smith back at the Palace 
after some Biloxi sun. 

Edward Beck of the Tribune off on 
a three-month vacash. 

Benny Fields has become the 
town’s champ benefit prize. 

International Stock and Horse 
Show played to 450,000 people. 

Dr. George Halley trouping the 
country as KMBC show salesman. 
- Harold Stokes thinking of trading 
his boat for sound camera equip- 
ment. é 

Going-away party was tossed for 
Mike Fritzel of the Chez Paree last 
week. Fritzel’s going to Palm Springs 
for a month of rest. Gifts were 
given to him, but he turned the 
tables on his partner, Joey Jacobson, 
by presenting him with a knockout 
platinum watch with the dial and 
numerals set in baguette diamonds. 
So it turned out to be one of those 
loving-cup affairs. 





Minneopolis 


By Les Rees 





Managers of Eddie Ruben circuit 
held convention here, 

Twentieth-Fox to hold = annual 
Christmas party at Nicollet hotel 
Dec. 19. ‘ 

W. A. Steffes host at dinner party 
for Jimmy Grainger, Universal gen- 
eral sales manager. 

Ernie Lund, Paramount salesman, 
escaped injury when tire burst and 
his auto rolled over twice at 50 miles 
an hour near Fargo, N. D. 

Local drug store paid Mickey 
Coen, Metro salesman, $75 to com- 
pensate him for lip cut sustained as 
result of drinking out of broken soda 
water glass. 





Detroit 


By Pete Wembhoff 





Wallace Beery in town to get new 
plane. 

Julius London opens his 
Booth theatre. 

Fifty writers lopped off Michigan 
WPA projects: musicians also cut. 


new 


Thugs get $400 from Washington 
theatre. Royal Oak, and Avon, 
Rochester. 


_ Former Oriole Terrace nitery be- 
ing readied as dance hall under new | 
tag. Grand Terrace. 

Bert Moss backing very swank 
nitery to be opened in home of E. D. 
Stair. publisher of Free Press; | 
ihere’ll be membership fee, 








Berlin 


R spine State Play House 150 years 
old. 

Lois and Jean, Joe Jackson and 
Mathea Merryfield to Paris. 

Circus Althoff to the Busch build- 
ing Breslau for the holiday season. 

‘Red Cherries,’ new Tobis-Europa 
film, directed by Richard Schneider- 
Edenkoben. 

Dr. Wilhelm Gubisch exposing 
‘psychic wonders’ and other fakirs 
in a series of lectures. 

‘Queen Christina’ and ‘A Woman 
of No Importance’ both current in 
legit and on the screen. 

Russian Choir ‘Boyar,’ directed by 
Eugen Swerkoff, making its Berlin 
debut at the Philharmonic Hall. 

Reichsfachschaft Artistik decrees 
that January labor permits for 
foreign acts must be applied for not 
later than Dec. 24. 

Lion trainer Richard Thiess died 
in hospital after being badly mauled 
by one of his cats in’ a_ small 
menagerie show at Johannisthal. 

Schiffbauerdamm Theatre has 
changed hands and reopens with a 
musical, ‘Der Blaue Heinrich’ (Grub) 
by Schwartz & Langbach, with music 
by Victor Corzilius. 





Charlotte Rissmann’s comedy, 
‘Versprich Mir Nichts’ (‘Don’t 
Promise’) premiered at the State 


Theatre Little House and acquired 
by Tobis-Europa for the screen, 





New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 


IATSE annual benefit set for Jan. 9. 

Burleigh Morton has quit acting to 
sell suits. 

Ray Burrows lost his lease on the 
Lincoln Dec. 1. 

George Cosmar deserts horn toot- 
ing for peddling tires. 

Hugh Walpole lectured at Yale on 
‘The Novel and the Film,’ 

Katharine Hepburn premieres 
‘Jane Eyre’ at Shubert Dec. 26. 

Slate Bros. overrun with relatives 
while playing home town here. 

Billy Elder has broken out his 
Bijou personnel as. a- basketball team. 

College may offer basketball) once 
weekly in place of former amateur 
night. 

Dan Cummings put his Par crew 
back in hibernation after a single 
week of flesh. 


Seattle 


By Dave Trepp 








Al Rosenberg holding down job 
as one of the town’s judges at the 
boxing matches. 

Vie erert re-elected lieut.-gov. 
in the Demo landslide, studying law 
at the U. and eyeing higher-up po- 
litico jobs. 

Howard Hubert, brother of Fritz 
and Jean, polishing up his voice and 
kicks to join them for vaude and 
night club turn, He’s a doctor here. 


World’s Fair 


(Continued from page 1) 
— —. 

all investors repaid in ful] during 
depression times speaks for itseif. In 
addition, the Chicago fair netted a 
profit of $250,000. The increase in 
realty values adjacent to the 
meadows of Flushing, L. I., and the 
civic and recreational improvements 
that will accompany and be present 
after the fair, make the bond selling 
a rather easy proposition. 

Estimated that 15,000,000 out-of- 
town visitors will spend $3,000,000 a 
day throughout the fair operating 
period. Figured that 50,000,000 per- 
sons will attend the fair, with a total 
expenditure of more than $1,000,000,- 
000. Expected that the fair will give 
employment to 50,000 persons.. Stated 
that .Chicago’s : fair (1932), which 
cost $47,000,000, produced $700,000,000 
of increased business revenue. 

The legit field figures that the fair 
will stimulate production for the 
summer of 1939 and it is likely there 
will be new theatres to greet the 
flood of visitors. Indications being 
that the heated period will be the 
most prosperous since the boom sea- 
sons. By that time it is figured most 
of the better legit houses will have 
modern cooling systems. 

For pictures, Nicholas M. Schenck 
is the chairman of the bond selling 
committee. Max Gordon is chair- 
man for the legit, with Brock Pem- 
berton and Marcus Heiman co-chair- 
men. For the hotels, Frank Kridel, 
managing director of the Lincoln 
hotel, is chairman. J. R. Kilpatrick 
is head man for the sports division. 

All businesses and community- 
minded citizens will be invited to 
buy the fair bonds, committees being 
formed to cover the vast field of the 
metropolis, 
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Hollywood 


Sinus bedded Harry Brand. 

David Factors back from London, 
‘ Arthur Lubin back from Manhat- 
an. 

Couch burned right out from under 
Cesar Romero. 

Una Merkel tossed for couple of 
days with laryngitis. 

Lou Diamond and Leopold Sto. 
kowski in from N. Y, 

Clarence Bricker joined C, ¢ 
Burr as production manager. 

Republic is negotiating with Dixie 
Lee Crosby to do a series of pix. 

RKO had to fold up ‘We, the Jury,* 
hecstins of Victor Moore's face infec 
ion, 





Metro tested Patricia Walthall, 
daughter of Henry B., for picture 
work. 


William Grady planed to Boston 
for funeral of his father, who died 
Dec. 11. 

Ronald Colman bought a 175-foot 
racing schooner for the 1937 Hono- 
lulu race. 

Doris Dudley 
Jenkins, have 
Brentwood. 

William Brisbane is due here soon 
after Jan. 1 for spot in ‘Young 
People’ at RKO. 

John Mock here conferring with 
Par execs before going to London as 
a company official. 

Howard Bruce in town lining up 
exhibits for the Dallas Centennial’s 
reopening June 12. 

Paramount studio-will have a 
three-day vacash on the Xmas and 
New Year week-ends. 

Fourth annual ball of the Screen 
Actor’s Guild penciled in for Feb. 13 
at Ambassador hotel. 

Leo Carrillo knocked off some wild 
ducks, so he tossed a feed for Walter 
Wanger comvany execs. 

Marharajah and Maharani of In- 
dore took over Gail Patrick’s home 
while she was p.a.’ing east. 

Bessie Lasky, wife of Jesse L, 
Lasky, is exhibiting her paintings in 
the L. A. Stendahl galleries. 

Glenda Farrell had to pay off 
when her auto collided with a turkey 
en route from Palm Springs. 

Mose Gumble tossed feed for 20 
tunesmiths at the Hollywood Derby 
before departing for Gotham. 

Jack Moss and bride back from 
Palm Springs and planning to build 
a home in San Fernando valley. 

Vera Stedman and Jean Acker, 
stars of the silent era, now playing 
ow extras in ‘Top of the Town’ 
at U. 

M. G. O'Neil, head of David L, 
Loew’s wardrobe department, fell 
while mountain-climbing and broke 
his arm. 

Freddie March is planning to 
spend Christmas in N. Y. with his 
wife, Florence Eldridge, and their 
children. 

U_ tested Maxine Conrad, drum 
majoress of the L.A. Loyola universe 
sity band, for picture spot in ‘Hip« 
podrome.’ 

William Morris office has moved to 
new quarters on the Sunset Strip. 
Radio department of Ruthrauff & 
Ryan in the old spot. 

Following a month’s recup in 
Phoenix, Ariz., Norma Shearer ree 
turned here and visited with Nicho- 
las Schenck at Metro. 

Joe Keenan, erstwhile stage actor, 
and now in the sound department at 
20th-Fox, is organizing a little thee 
atre for non-profs on the lot. 

Director Joseph Santley and Scene 
arist Nat Perrin, handling RKO’s 
‘New Faces,’ back from eastern 
talent swing with flock of tests in 
the bag. 

Lloyd Crane, who debuted in 
‘Mind Your Own _ Business,’ an 
Emanuel Cohen pic, has joined the 
Santa Barbara Community players 
to get some experience. 

Best acting performance of the 
month to Walter Huston (‘Dods- 
worth’) by the Screen Actors’ Guild, 
Best supporting job went to Eri¢ 
Blore for spot in ‘Piccadilly Jim.’ 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


and husband 
taken a 


Jack 
manse in 








Harry Kalmine .short-ending Pitt 
to limit in Rose Bowl game. 

Claire Cupps’ 
she’s back in cast of Playhouse show. 

Daily sun-ray making Donn Wer- 
— look like a half caste these 
ays. 


_ C. J. Latta back from week's stay 
in Indianapolis at bedside of ailing 
mother, 

Johnny Harris’ rigid diet hag 
shaved him off 35 pounds in couple 
of months. 

*Y’ playhouse has picked Clifford 
Odets’ ‘Awake and Sing’ for second 
production. 

Sammy Schwartz now calling hime 
self Edward Sherry and has a bit in 
‘Eternal Road.’ 

‘Time Out’ cartoon twins, Chet 
Smith and Jack Berger, both making 
cradle adoptions. 

Alexander Dean had to leave town 
before opening of his ‘Mary Tudor’ 
at Carnegie Tech. 

Tony Conforti getting ribbed 
plenty because he failed to deliver 
that venison dinner. 

Polly Rowles may fly in from 
Coast for opening of her first pic 
‘Love Letters of a Star.’ 

George Lefkos off for Coast, where 
the Mrs. will spend the winter. RKO 
manager due back first of year, 


i t! 


ankle healed and 
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OBITUARIES 


herself with various stage-education- 
Luigi Pirandello, Italy’s foremost al projects and at the time of her 
: |death was lecturer at Columbia Uni- 


LUIGI PIRANDELLO 


dramatic actor, died last week. 
Story on page 61. 
LOTTIE PICKFORD 
Lottie Pickford, 41, screen star of 
the sitent days, and sister of Mary 
Pickford, died in Brentwood, Cal., 
Dec. 9 from heart attack. She re- 
tired from, pictures several years ago, 
and had been in ill nealth two years. 
John Lock, husband, and character 
actor, survives. 


i 





PRINCE KOKIN | 

Prince Kokin, Japanese juggler, 
who never used any other first name, 
died in Chester, Pa. Dec. 2, of a| 
“heart trouble of long standing. He} 
had made his home there for many | 
years. | 
Kokin was one of the outstand- | 
ing jugglers in the late ’90’s and the 
forepart of this century, notable 
principally for his work with the | 
sticks and balls. He was a favorite | 
on the vaudeville circuits and made | 
a number of profitable trips to Eu-| 
rope. He played practically all of| 
the vaudeville spots of his day. In 
recent years he has been conduct- 
ing a stage training school in Ches- 
ter with his daughter, professionally | 
known as Mignonette Kokin, a stage} 
dancer of promise, 


monkeys. The school was closed) 
two years ago when his heart made | 
it impossible for him to continue. 
He is survived by his widow, Lil-| 
liam M. Kokin, his second wife, and | 


his daughter, whose mother was Ella | 


Moseley. 


, 





BANKS WINTER 


Banks Winter, 81, old-time min- | 
| attempt to commit suicide by gas. 


strel balladist, died in Reseda, Cal., 
Dec. 13. Erroneously described as a 
burnt cork comedian, he was better 
known as a singer; one of those 
‘silver-voiced tenors’ without whom 
no minstrel grand circle was consid- 
ered complete. He sang with most | 
of the leading minstrel shows in his | 
day and had toured with Chauncey | 
Olcott and for Charles Frohman at} 
a time when Frohman was regarded | 
as one of the top minstrel men. 

About 30 years ago he staged a 
vaudeville comeback, largely to in- 
troduce his daughter, Winona, bas- 
ing his appeal on the authorship of 
“White Wings’ (‘they never grow 
weary’), long a favorite ballad and 
still remembered. He is said to have 
collected nearly $500,000 in royalties 
on the song. ; 

Miss Winter, now Mrcs. 
Sper, survives him. 


Norman 





JOHN T. DWYER 


who gave up} 
dancing to work with her husband, | work was in character roles with the 
the owner and trainer of Galetti’s | 


| York Dec. 9. 





John T. Dwyer, 59, character actor, 


died at the St. James hotel, New | 


York, Dec. 7. 

He made his first appearance in 
1897 with Richard Mansfield at 
Boyd's Opera House in Omaha, Neb. 

He played in several of Frank 
Craven’s plays, and with the late 
Holbrook Blinn, Amelia Bingham, 
and Wilton Lackaye. He was with 
the Theatre Guild in ‘Saint Joan,’ 
and supported George M. Cohan ia 
several of his comedies. Mr. Dwyer 
also .played for 44 weeks in ‘She 
Loves Me Not,’ and had frequently | 
appeared on the radio. 

Interment in Catholic Actors’ | 
Guild plot in Calvary cemetery un- 
der the Actors’ Fund. 





ODETTE TYLER 
Mrs. R. D. Shepherd, 65, profes- 
sionally Odette Tyler, former actress 
and prominent in Coast music circles, 
died Dec. 8 in Hollywood following 








a heart attack. She was one of the 
organizers of the Los Angeles Phii- | 
harmonic Orchestra and one-time | 
“chairman of the women’s committee | 
of the L. A. Grand Opera association. 
Deceased went on the stage at the 
age of 16 in a Charles Frohman pro- 
duction. Her last public appearance 
was with William Faversham in 
Shakespearean productions in New 
York in 1913. At the close of the, 
World War she migrated to Holly- 
wood with her husband, R. D. Shep- 
herd, veteran actor, who survives. 





EMMA SHERIDAN FRYE 
Emma Sheridan Frye, 72, died in 
Westwood, N. J.. Dec. 10. As an 
actress she received her training in 
the Lyceum theatre stock and the 
American Academy of Dramatic 


Arts attached thereto. She also ap- | 


peared with the Boston Museum 
stock and with Richard Mansfield | 
in this country and England. 

Retiring from the stage, she busied 


| past six years. 


|Shuberts as box-office treasurer, 


versity and dramatic director of the 
Educational Dramatic League. 

She was the daughter of Brigadier 
General George Sheridan and the 
widow of Alfred Brooks Frye of the 
N. Y. Naval Militia. 

TED DOOLITTLE 

Ted Doolittle, known 
listeners as “The Village Nutsmith,’ | 
died recently in a Miami, Fla., hos- | 
pital as the result of spinal injuries | 
received in a fall from a jetty at) 
Miami Beach. 

Formerly associated with WATLL, | 
Atlanta. and WQAM, Miami, Doolit- | 
tle had made quite a name for him-| 
self with his ‘sidewalk’ and ‘Nut- | 
smith’ broadcasts. 

He had been an 
CKLW, in Windsor, 
other eastern stations 
south. 





to radio | 


announcer for 
Canada, 
before 


! 
and 
going | 





M. LOUISE JACKSON 

Mrs. M. Louise Jackson, widow of | 
George W. Jackson, former man- 
ager of the Mozart theatre, Elmira, 
now the Strand, died at her home in 
Elmira Dec. 3. 

In her early life Mrs. Jackson 
spent several seasons with theatrical 
road companies headed by Rose Stahl 
and Nate Leffingwell. Her last stage 





Majestic Players, Elmira. 
A sister, Theresa Blackwood, 
Brooklyn, survives. 


of 





ROBERT TAYLOR 
Robert Taylor, 63, actor who re-| 
cently understudied Maurice Evans 
in ‘St. Helena,’ was killed in a gas 
explosion in his apartment in New 
The explosion is be- 
lieved to have been caused by his 


No suicide note was left, but it was 
understood that the dead man feared 
having to go on relief. He had for- 
merly played extras in Hollywood 
with his wife, but came east about 
a year ago to look for stage employ- 
ment, 





CHARLES SALISBURY 

Charles Salisbury, 65, veteran 
roadshow and theatre manager, died 
in Los Angeles Dec. 13. Deceased 
managed Bastable, Syracuse, when 
Sam Shubert was treasurer and Jake 
usher. Later took Shubert shows 
out on road and managed such stars 
as Grace Van Studdiford, Walker 
Whiteside, McIntyre and Heath, 
Pauline Frederick. On the Coast he 
managed Fanchon & Marco units and 
for past two years was manager of 
the Mayan theatre. ’ 

His widow survives. 
handled services Dec. 16. 


The agents 





GEORGE 8S. BRANTLEY 
George S. Brantley, 59, pioneer 
South Carolina theatre operator, died 
in a Durham, N. C., hospital Dec. 10 
after an illness of 30 days. 
He was proprietor of the first mo- 





Dec. 12. 

His widow, two sons, a daughter, | 
two brothers and four sisters sur- 
vive. 


tion picture theatre to open in) 
Charleston. Funeral services were | 
held in that South Carolina pring 
| 
| 





CAESAR RIVOLI 

Caesar Rivoli, 65, one of the lead- 
ing protean artists in - vaudeville, 
died Dec. 4 in New York in his sleep, 
as the result of a heart attack. 

Rivoli, after years as a single, 
toured with the late Meyer Golden’s 
vaude production, ‘Memories of the 
Opera.” He worked in the pit, doing 
comedy take-offs on noted com- 
posers. He had been inactive for the 





CLAUDE HANSEN 
Claude Hansen, 46 years old, part- | 
ner of H. O. Mugridge, of Minne- 
apolis, in the ownership of a picture 
theatre at Bismarck, N. D., and the | 
independent Celebrated film ex- 
change, Minneapolis, died from heart 
failure on a train while en route to 
Bismarck from Minneapolis. 
He had been ill here for several | 
weeks, 








SOL DE VRIES 
De Vries, 63, long with the 
died | 
of thrombosis of the heart and pneu- | 
monia at the Polyclinic hospital, New 
York, Dec. 2. Details in legit section. 





Sol 





HERBER'’ MORRIS 


months’ illness. For 35 years before 
joining Stewart-Jordan he had 
operated own agency. Wife and son 
survive. 





J. A. CANTOR 
J. A. Cantor, 70, head of the Show 
Printing Co., died Dec. 13 in Los 
Angeles. He was a theatrical and 


parently regurgitates the undigested 
prophet. This miracle sets him off 
determinedly to Ninevah, where, at 
a woman’s club tea, he predicts de- 
struction of the city in 40 days. He 
sits it out on a mountain top with 
Euodias, a Gitta-Hepher girl who 
came to Ninevah alone when Jonah 
restrained her from accompanying 
him. Their relationship is subtly 





music printer in New York for many 
years. 

Was the father of David Cantor, 
manager of the Park theatre here, 





undefined. 

Prediction flops, Bilshan taunts 
Jonah once more on the mountain, 
| aod the dismal prophet finally admits 
his heavenly credentials are ap- 
parently not quite the McCoy. Euo- 








WILLIAM WOLFF 
William Wolff, 78, one-time 
Boston Theatrical Supply House, 
died Dec. 13 in Los Angeles. 


ROBERT M. JACKSON 


Robert M. Jackson, 58, for more 


| than 25 years active in Carolina fair 


associations, died at his home in 
Fayetteville, N. C., the night of Dec. 
9, following a heart attack. 





A. DALE RILEY 
Professor A. Dale Riley, 
rector of dramatics at the University 
of Minnesota since 1931, died after 
an illness of three weeks. 





PETER BIHORN 
Peter Bihorn, 68, composer of sa- | 


| ered music, died Dec. 13 in Los An- 


geles, 





Fannie Rosenberg, mother of Billy 
Rose, died in New York last Wednes- 
day (9) from a complication. Rabbi 
did not appear on schedule and the 
funeral address was made by the 
son. Surviving also are the husband 
and two daughters, Miriam Stein and 
Polly Silverman. 





Mrs. Susan Martha Swor, 87, 


mother of Jim, Bert and John Swor, | 
her | 


minstrels, died at 


12. 


well-known 
home in Dallas Dec. 





Widow of Sir W. S. Gilbert, libret- 
tist to Sir Arthur Sullivan, died in 
Harrow, England, Dec. 13, She was 


89. 





Father of Sam Berkowitz, L. A. 
Grand National branch manager, 
died there Dec. 11, the night of his 
golden wedding anniversary. 





Gallico, wife of 
and 


New 


Mrs. Hortense 
Paolo Gallico, pianist, 
of Paul Gallico, died in 
Dec, 10. 


York, 





B. J. Maland, father of J. O. Mal- ! 
and, managér of WHO, Des Moines, | 


died at his home in Elmore, Minn., 
on Dec. 8, 





Kenneth Bertram Lamont, 
father of Molly Lamont, the English 
film actress, died Nov. 15 at Dur- 
ban (Natal). 





Mother of Jack Wise, Warner 
Brothers stock piayer, died Dec. 8 in 
Pittsburgh. 





Harry C. Schaper, 62, member of 
the old Memphis Philharmonic Or- 
chestra, died Dec. 9, 1936. 





Plays Out of Town 











Jonah and the Whale 


(Continued from page 60) 





representing a teacher and her two 
pupils, who ask for it. 

Jonah is not always shown to best 
advantage. Prophet does 
moral clean-up job in his own town, 
Gittah-Hepher, and_ rates 


man, Bilshan, hot from Ninevah and 
other gay spots of the old world. | 
treats him lightly, with the inference | 
that this self-appointed missionary | 
of Heaven is more or less a phoney. | 
Jonah blurts, in defiance, that he | 
will shoot over to Ninevah directly | 
and Straighten out the joy spot. | 

‘Aside from girding your loins, just | 
what do you expect to do?’ taunts the | 
wise-cracking salesman. 

In a fanfare, the harrassed | 
prophet sets off from Gitta-Hepher | 
for the big town; but outside the | 
town he reneges and takes a galley 
ship headed in the opposite direc- 
tion. Aboard ship he bumps into 
Bilshan, his tormentor, who calls him 
on the play. While bemoaning his 


| weakness, Jonah is surprised by a 


loquacious whale which pops up out 
of the ocean and invites him to a 


more lengthy chat in the near 
future. When the galley is nearly | 
swamped by a tempest. Jonah in- 


terprets it as an omen from Heaven | 
and inveigels the passengers to toss 
him overboard. 

‘No harm in trying,’ Bilshan sug- | 
gests nonchalently and assists, in the 
pushover. 

Sea subsides and, in the next scene, 


Herbert Morris, 64, Stewart-Jor- | Jonah is found in the belly of the | 


dan advertising agency executive, 
died Monday (7) of last week at his | 
home in Riverton, N. J., after ten | 


whale, greatly distracted by many 
ys of endless chit-chat with his | 


a 
‘host.”’ Whale asks permission to ship 


a few gallons of water, which ap- 


op- | 
|eratic basso and later owner of the 


| dramatics. 
| 


49, di- | 


mother | 


59, | 


a fair | 


rather | 
highly there; but a visiting traveling | 


| resting 


dias stands by loyally at the curtain. 

Dialog is modern, theme is whim- | 
sical, and many situations are humor- | 
ous. 

Captain of the galley invites Bil- 
| shan to sit at his table; one of the 
clubwomen talks like Gertrude 
| Stein; and Jonah has three yes-men 
in sackcloth. 

Roles of Jonah and Bilshan 
rich, and John Weld and Paul Kil- | 
liam handle them with such finesse 
as not always found in student 
To Killiam, who last 
year over-mugged and over-ogled an 
important role in a Harvard presen- 
tation of ‘Wind and the Rain,’ a sin- 
| cere nod for restraining himself. 
Desiree Rogers handles the princi- 
pal femme character nicely; and 
Agnes Love as the teacher in the 
prolog and the Steinish clubwoman 
later, gets honorable mention for ace 
comedy work Fox. 


Plays Abroad 
JULIA 


(Continued from page 
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mate actress, including such plays as 
‘Our Betters,’ and theatrical circles 
were surprised with the announce- 
|}ment she would appear at Covent 
| Garden in an operatic role. 

It is not altogether fair to 
Miss Bannerman’s singing from 
first night at this opera house. She 
was palpably overwhelmed by the | 
| responsibility. Nevertheless, she re- 
|veals a well-ordered technique. It 
jis a performance of unbroken charm, 
to be enjoyed and remembered. She 
plays with feeling and distinction | 
and has no difficulty in consolidating 
| the position she has already won 
|for herself in the legitimate field. 
i It is a robust interlude to an other- 
wise slim entertainment. Her clear 
diction is a technical accomplishment 
|} of no small proportions. 

Henry Wendon with a well-trained 
| operatic tenor voice, plays the male 
| lead acceptably. 

Comedy is especially 
| even if it were good, it 








judge 
the 








feeble, but | 
would be 


lost in the vast auditorium. Jolo, 








Megvedtem Egy Asszonyt 


| 
| (‘I've Protected a Woman’) 
Budapest, Nov. 26, 
Comedy tn three acts by Janos Bokay, at 
Belvarosi Theatre, Budapest. 
Cast: Maria Lazar, Maria Mezey, Antal 
Pager, Joseph Baroti, Laszlo Z. Molnar. 





Young man accidentally sitting be- 
side a married couple at a table in a 
restaurant can’t look on at the hus- 
band bullying his wife and, when the 
husband grows obnoxious, slaps his 
face. Woman he has thus protected 
is nothing to him, he has never seen 
her before and never wants to see 
her again, but no one will believe 
that: public opinion compels him to 
fight a duel with the husband, to 
| figure in the ensuing divorce, to 





| of 


| routines. 
;} anything how much the cafes of to- 
|; day are approximating the old-time 


| nothing brilliant, 





comfort the distressed divorcee and 
finally to marry her and live with} 
her ever after. 

This first dramatic effort of a+) 
young novelist—play itself is a/| 
dramatization of one of his novels— | 
is clever, agreeable, showing. skill, | 
| routine and literary ability. | 
| Admirably presented by Maria | 
‘Lazar and Pager, the somewhat | 
Chevalier-esque, charming and ver- | 
| Satile ace of Budapest amorosos, play 
scored a distinct success and makes 
one look forward to more of his | 
work, | 


Obits for Pets 


| 
(Continued from page 1) | 























Danes and Shepherd dogs. As a final | 
place for these = animals | 
there’s a pet cemetery here that does | 


a thriving business. 
In a recent pet obituary column of | 
the Hollywood Citizen-News, demise 
of three cats and two pooches were 
recorded with all of the endearment | 
that might be expressed for a human. | 
Here are some of the obit notices: | 
‘Spotty—beloved black and white | 
cat of Mrs. Alan Dwan. Interred in | 
crypt at Los Angeles Pet cemetery.’ | 
‘Sherb— German shepherd, 12! 
years old, dear to Mrs. William Le | 
Baron. Interred in crypt at Los An- | 
geles Pet Cemetery.’ 
‘Romeo — two-year old _ cocker | 
spaniel owned by George Cukor 
Cremated at pet cemetery.’ 
‘Chico—Edna Murphy’s 
old poodle. Cremated.’ 
‘Pip Squeak—Cat, 10% years old, | 
belonging to Mr. and Mrs. Henry | 
Brewer, Cremated.’ 


{ 
il-month | 


| slinging and torso accents are. 


|'and a few Hollywood pictures. 


| small performer. 


—-s 


Night Club Reviews | 
COLLEGE INN 
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throughout the bill with some work. 
ing routines. After the usual run of 
one-two-three-kick routines which 
have become the stamp of the run- 
of-the-mill chorus lines in cafes, this 
line’s work on the web and with 
foils, and general acrobatics, is note. 
worthy. 

In the act line-up are Jerry ind 
Turk, who have been working pretty 


| consistently around the town’s nite. 


ries, and over well here with their 
knockabout dancing. Harriet DeGof 
is the femme singer with the orches- 


| tra and in the show she does a cap- 
able vocal job. Mangins are a couple 


huskies in a hand-to-hand roy- 


| tine, a little slow but okay for this 


sort of work and young looking. 

Two outstanding clicks are the 
Calgary Bros. and Rufe Davis. 
Team’s drunk and fall-down stuff is 
great here. Davis socks over with 
his hill-billy monolog and comedy 
imitations. There’s also Alphonse 
Berg and his draping act, just right 
for a floor show. 

Show runs like a vaude bill and 
the acts have done little to rearrange 
themselves from their vaude to cafe 
Show indicates more than 


music hall and giving the people the 


| variety bills which they aren't get- 


ting in the theatres. 

Final flash number on the show is 
an Esquire stunt with the mag’s 
cover as a background and two car- 
toon characters impersonated by the 
chorus girls—the Petty girl and the 
Major Pop Eyes. Characters are 
done by having the girls wear huge 
hats, with their bodies made up as 
the faces of the characters. Girls 
wear two large cocoanuts, painted 
blue, to serve as the eyes. Good 
flash finish. Gold. 


GROSVENOR HOUSE 


London, Dec. 4 

Music Corp. of America presents 
a $4,000 supper-time show at 
Grosvenor House. Program describes 
it as ‘Lou Holtz (with David Burns) 
and the all star revue.’ As it is a 
straight variety show, plus the m.c. 
stuff by Holtz, the word ‘revue’ must 


have been introduced to make it 
more difficult. It ran 70 minutes 
when caught, and will vary with 


each performance, depending upon 
how many stories and gags Holtz 
will perpetrate on respective nights. 

It was an education in itself to 
watch a smart night life audience’s 
first contact with Holtz. He offered 
but his audacity 
fascinated the late diners. Each time 
he appeared he has a_ different 
method of attack, and each time it 
culminated in a stranglehold. There 
was no escaping him. 

The other turns consist of Marion 
and Irma, pair of neat looking, 
youthful acrobatic contortionists 
with -an attractive routine, who re- 
cently appeared in a Cochran revue. 
They are followed by Florence Mayo, 
who is billed here with ‘Felix the 
Horse.” The authorities did not like 
the horse to be called Pansy, so the 
name was changed. Jackie Heller’s 
rhapsodie vocalizing quickly endears 
him to the customers, who finaliv let 
him depart after about half a dozen 
numbers. 

Dario and Diane, ballroom dancers, 
billed as ‘direct from Cocoanut 
Grove. Los Angeles,” complete the 
roster with a splendid routine which 
could not help but please a cabaret 
audience. 

Every act. in fact, is a hit, even 
Felix the Horse, following 40 vears 
of such an act by the Griffiths Bros., 
who have been doing it for that 
length of time over here. But it’s 
Holtz who keeps the thing going at 
a pace commensurate with that style 
of entertainment. 

An excellent cabaret show. Jolo. 


Governor Clinton 


(NEW YORK) 


Hostelry steps out with a flourish 
in booking a flashy girl contingent 
for music chores in the grill. Rita 
Rio handles the baton. Spot, located 
in Pennsy R. R. depot area, bids for 
transient trade. And the Rio girl 
gives them something to remember. 

Girl’s knowledge of clefs and tonal 
finish may not be so hot, but her hip 
She 
changes her formal garb several 
times a night, each stream-lined out- 
fit stressing the sequin or bespangled 
motif for eye-filling effect. 

Personnel is quietly dressed in 
black satin. Deportment also played 


; down, to contrast the leader’s capers 


Miss Rio hails from vaude, niteries 
She 
sings now and then. revealing 4 
rather voluminous voice for such 3 
But it’s the move- 
ments that put her over. 
Grill on street floor level 
mate in layout, in comparison with 


is inti- 


the usual downstairs restaurar! 
Small terrace leads to the floor. Or- 
chestra is framed in drapes. Soll 
greens and painted window boxes 
;embellish the general decorative 
scheme. Low cover assessment aiiec 
10 po. m Bral. 
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Has Backing of Oil Co. and Carries an Ex- 
hibit—Pacific Coast Showmen’s Ball 





By BILL RICE 
Los Angeles, Dec. 13. 


New 20-car carnival outfit is in the 
making to be named the Four Star 


od Carnival. Will feature 
Be tirely new plan for the paid 
gate. A menagerie will be directly 
pack of the marquee, with riding ele- 
phant and camels to work through 
the midway. In addition, a feature 
act will be used at back end of lot, 
working twice each night at 8 and 
10:30 p. m. The lure to come early 
or late. Fifteen rides and 10 shows 
will make up the layout. The man- 
agement claim there will be nothing 
put concessions that can work any- 
where. They are to be financed by 
one of the largest oil companies, 
which is furnishing an exhibit that 
will be of interest to automobile 
owners. 
Patty Conklin, the new manager of 
the Toronto Exhibition midway, will 
have a strictly independent line-up 


the big expositions recently held in 
the U. S. Permanent building will 
be built to house the various attrac- 
tions. This innovation for a two- 
week showing will be watched by 
the big fair managers with consider- 
able interest. Very few of the big 
attractions booked by fairs outside 
the regular carnival have ever been 
able to get the nut, but there have 
been a few notable exceptions. The 
Igorrote Village, which had two big 
years after the St. Louis Exposition, 
and the Whale are the only ones I 
can recall. 





Pacific Coast Showmen’s Ass’n an- 
nual banquet and ball at Hotel Bilt- 
more night of Dec. 9 oversold their 
reservations by 41. Well over 800 
attended. This was by far the big- 
gest and best affair ever held by 
PCSA. Jack Grimes was the doctor 
that made it the huge success it was, 
and the net was over a grand, and 
that’s something to brag about. 

Fat Alton has closed his show for 
the season and will winter in Los 
Angeles. His show will be greatly 
enlarged for the season of 1937, and 
will move most of his equipment by 
rail. 





Voight Wintering 


Mel Voight State Fair Shows, now 
wintering at El Paso, secured the 
Missouri State Fair and the Tulsa 
Exposition at the Chicago meeting. 
His rides will play the Sun Dance 

lebration at El Paso week of Jan. 

, 1937. This promises to be a great 
date, as the manager, Verne New- 
comb, has booked over 40 pay at- 
oo in addition to numerous 

acts. All will be located on the 
ag and lots in the downtown dis- 


Babcock’s carny still playing the 
lots of Los Angeles to good returns; 
all other tricks have folded. Unusu- 
ally good weather has been the an- 
swer, 

Rooky Lewis Walkathon, at the 
Ocean Park Pier, has been in opera- 
tion for 63 days to splendid business. 
Has three couples and three solos 
left, and will fold before Xmas week. 
Los Angeles county thought it had 
a law passed that could not be beat 
by any endurance shows, but Lewis 
runs only 23 hours. Closes the show 
at 8 a.m. for an hour. Everyone paid 
off and the building locked. New 
tontracts signed and at 9 p.m. they 
start all over. Several others ex- 
Pected to open and run in this man- 
ner _after Xmas. Harthone (Jack 

llit, mgr.) and Bellvidere (Eddie 
Anderson, mgr.) said to be the loca- 
tions, 
eee of the Carnival Girl Show 
. anagers, Elsie Calvert and her hus- 

and, jumped to L.A. for the Show- 
- blowout from San Antone. 
ew leave heré in time to make 
eart of America’s shindig at Kan- 
| wh New Year's eve. Her ‘High 
at Show’ was top money with the 


United Shows 
Season, 9ws of America this 


“Wa 


| 
eo McCaffery, of the Showmen’s 


ague, and Jack 
of America, the ne 
€ ts, will surely 


Ruback, of Heart 
wly elected presi- 
make things hum. 
ing th ave made plenty of jack dur- 
bak € depression and know what it 
™ to kick most 


h Elmer Jones’ 
rst and 0 
51930, h 

Mian st 


7 nly one to operate since 
ac a fine season in the Cana- 
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ng to write home about. Two- 


Eran ay 
— days were common occur- 
‘, and that real biz for a show 


His business in 
as really some- 
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Shrine Circus Circuit 





| tionally known writer and a candi- 


Job for Creel 


: San Francisco, Dee. 15. 
Appointment of George Creel, na- 





date in the 1934 race for governor 
of California, as publicity director 
of the 1939 Golden Gate Interna- 
tional Exposition is expected to be 
announced shortly. 

Reports unofficially connecting 
him with the publicity post state 
that his salary will be $15,000 an- | 








Orrin Davenport, general manager 
of a Circuit of Annual Shrine Circus, 
opens his first show at Grand Rapids, 
Jan, 25. 

The circus goes to Coliseum, De- 





of shows and rides on the order of | 


troit for two weeks, then public 
Auditorium, Cleveland, for another | 
|two weeks, with other one week 


| stands to follow in March and A 
| Among a number of novelties he 
|jhas engaged this year is Helen 
Reynolds and her World Champions 
}and a Rubenstein Valse Caprice 
Ballet of 300. 


Gotham’s Trial 
- Steam-Up Called 








N. Y. Supreme Court Judge Wil- 
liam H. Black on Saturday (12) de- 
nied the Burley Amusement Corp., 
operators of Minsky’s Gotham in 
Harlem, a certificate to compel Dis- 
trict Attorney Dodge to agree to a 
trial by jury of the corporation and 
the theatre manager, Sam Kraus, 
who are accused of conducting an 
indecent show. 

In opposing the request for the 
jury order and a speedy disposition 
of the case, the District Attorney 
declared the appellants were ‘seeking 
publicity.’ Abe Minsky operates the 
Gotham. 

Kraus and the officials of the corp. 


pril. | 


‘Publicity Stunt’ 


nually. 


PETRILLO HITS 
AT CARNEY 
SHOWS 





Chicago, Dec. 15. 
Concentrated drive against car- 
nivals which enter the jurisdiction of 
the local Federation of Musicians 
will be made by President James C. 
Petrillo next season to see to it that 





|these carnies live up to every rule 
‘and regulation of the union in the 


| use of musicians. 

General impression that the Musi- 
|cians Union has been overlooking the 
carnival field and has passed it up 


as being unworthy of too much time | 
|or consideration, but the Musicians | 


Des Momes Burlesque Pinch Called a 


Reprisal’ fer Bronson s Bribery Kick 





Tied to the Bridge 


San Francisco, Dec. 15, 
Committee representing the Inter- 


' national Golden Gate Bridge Fiesta 


met in Mayor Rossi's office here last 
week and formulated plans for a 
three-day celebration in honor of 
the opening of the Gate bridge some 
time in May of next year. 

A tentative 


program for the fiesta 


was presented. This included elab- 
| orate land, sea and air parades, a 
civic ball, fireworks and other 
events. 

Supervisor Arthur M. Brown, Jr.., 


| a director of the Golden Gate Br idge 


| and Highway District, 
| permanent chairman. 


Cleve. Solicitms 
Conventions to 


Boost ’37 Expo 


was elected 





'Union has now decided to investigate | 


| this field more closely in the future, 
| seeing in it a replacement in a great 
! measure for the loss of employment 
| sustained by its members in the clos- 
|ing of the vaude houses in this sec- 
| tor. 

| Petrillo himself states that every 
| carnival playing within the jurisdic- 
| tion of his organization in the future 
|and using music will be required to 
|conform to the union’s rules the same 
las theatres and other enterprises. 
Many exhibs have complained that 
the carnivals have gotten away with 
'meny infractions of the rules of 


were summoned to Magistrate’s| many union organizations while the 
court last October on the indecency | theatres have been put under a dis- 
charge. Defendants were held for | advantage by fulfilling in every de- 
trial in Special Sessions. Case has | ¢ajj all the union requirements. 

not been disposed of there, and the Nearly 99% of these carnivals start 
defendants entered their application | o9y¢ from small towns. with the union 
for disposition of the matter by hav- | scale there being from $27.50 to 
ing the District Attorney present the | $3750, but the by-laws of the inter- 
evidence to the Grand Jury for in- | national union is emphatic, that for 
dictment, which would mean a trial | musicians traveling with any kind of 





anything over the | 


icks the past season. Will use | 


by jury in General Sessions, 


FILM CENSOR’S SQUAWK 
BRINGS BALTO PINCH 


Baltimore, Dec. 15. 


On ‘indecent performance’ charge, 
six persons connected with the 
Clover, stock burlesque house, have 
been held for trial by the Grand 
Jury. 


Those arrested were Bernard and 
Benjamin Livingston, operators of 
the theatre; two femme strippers, 
and Cohen and Fields, male comedy 
team. 


Grand Jury acted after reports 
were filed by Marie Presstman, mem- 
ber of the State Board of Picture 
Censors. 


Independent Burlesque 


Week of Dec. 26 


‘Gayety Girls’—Gayety, Minneapolis. 
‘Too Hot for Paris’—Rialto, Chicago. 
‘Speed and Sparkle’—Casino, Toronto. 
‘Red Hot’—Open, 
*Vaniteasers’—Gayety, Buffalo. 

‘Dizzy Dames’—Lyric, Allentown, Mon.- 

















Tues. ; Majestic, Harrisburg, Wed.: 
Capitol, Reading, Thurs.-Fri.; Majestic, | 
Williamsport, Sat. 
‘Scan-Dolls'—Troc, Philadelphia. 
‘Steppin’ Stars'—Hudson, Union City. 
‘Pirates of Melody’—Jacques, Water- 
| bury. 
‘Ha-Cha’—Howard, Boston. 
‘Garden of Girls Empire, Newark. 
j ‘Scan-Tees’—Gayety, Washington, 
*‘Ballyhoo’'—Gayety, Baltimore, 
| ‘Hi-Flyers,—Roxy, Cleveland. 
| ‘Hindu RBelles’—cCapitol, Toledo. 


‘Beauty Parade’—Gayety, Detroit. 
‘Red Rhythm’—Grand, Canton. 
} ‘Bozo Snyder’——Garrick, St. Louis. 
| ‘Babes of B’way'—President, Des 
Moines, 
‘Wine, Woman and Song’—Casino, 
Pittsburgh, Dec, 21, 

‘Wine, Woman and Song’—Princess, 


-Sat.-Sun., 


| Youngsiown (3 days), Fri. 
| , Bridgeport. 


‘Modes and Mode'ls Lyric 


two-car circus, the | 


| with a $400 nut. 
| parade, 

Roy Fox with his tent repertory 
| stili packing them in Texas. Also 
the Billroy Show, a one-day stand 
| musical comedy tent opera, having 
| many turnaways in the Lone Star 
state. 


Yes, they gave a 


| show, production or touring carnival, 

the minimum scale is $100 for a six- 
: day week, plus first-class transporta- 
| tion, which includes lower berth on 
| Pullmans. 





Kearney’s Girls at $25 
Highest Paid in Calif. 


San Francisco, Dec. 15. 

Weekly raise of $1.50 will bring 
the salaries of the burlesque chorus 
at the Kearny here up to $25 a week, 
making the gals the highest paid in 
the bay region. Charles Michaels 
is manager. 

For the past four years the Kearny 
has been presenting burlesque with- 
out a shutdown. It is the only house 
in town which gives chorus girls and 
principals one day off each week. 





| 
' 
} 











Not Like Cuba 





Regina, Sask., Dec. 15. 

Forty-below zero weather and a 
| blizzard provided a frigid welcome 
| to the ‘Cuban Follies’ unit playing 
| here last week. Banana-belt chorines 
| bought woolen and flannel under- 
| things for the rest of their western 
, tour when hotel employees told them 
| that such weather is mild on the 
Canadian plains. 

Natives, hungry for the sight of 
live talent, were not daunted by the 
weather and high prices. House was 
practically filled for al’ shows. 


Burly Theatre’s Switch 
Philadelphia, Dec. 15. 


| 





Bijou, Isidore Hirst burley house | 
here, has closed for alterations to 
make it combo burley-film. 

Jan policy of continuous alier- 


nating shows, 


Canada’s Big Fair Ousts Carney: : 
Will Stage and Operate Own Event 


Cleveland, Dec. 15 

Boosting the 1937 edition of the 
Great Lakes Exposition here through 
a convention drive is a new sales 
angle being put into action by fair’s 
officials. Tie-up with the Cleveland 
Convention and Visitors’ Bureau was 
made as part of a definite program to 
promote town’s status as a made-to- 
order convention and expo city. 

Bureau, under Mark Egan, has al- 
ready drummed up 53 conventions 
for next year, partly on strength of 
Centennial holdover, which starts 
10l-day run May 29. Figures are 
used as a double wedge by Lincoln 
G. Dickey, expo’s general manager, 
in getting new major exhibitors and 
concessionnaires to buy space. 

Argument employed to put it over 
is that, according to records, last 
season’s fair brought approximately 
$30,000,000 and 176 conventions into 
country’s sixth largest burg. Of 
that amount, an estimated $12,600,000 
was grossed off the conventioneers, 
who want a hot or fairly wide-open 
playground for their meetings. With 
a revamped new edition, civic spon- 
sors are aiming to get a convention 
a day during its three-month run. If 
that quota is reached, a gross of 





back $1,100,000 owed to underwriters 
of '36 expo. Construction of new 
buildings on the 150-acre lakefrent 
site will begin in early March. 
Radioland, originally plotted as a 
miniature Radio City in civic audi- 
torium, may be discontinued this 
year, Auditorium was not only too 
far away from Midway; also they 
found the natives wouldn't go for 
anything less than the top radio 
names, Marine theatre is to be en- 
larged. Florida exhibit, one of the 
biggest draws in ‘°36, will be 
| creased 60% in size. 
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} Toronto, Dec. 15. 
Canadian National Exhibition, 
Canada’s largest show, has decided 
,to cut out all traveling carnivals 
and book their own, 
| Past several years saw Rubin & 
'Cherry in charge of the midway and 
| prior to that Johnny Jones Shows 
ibut new policy is to book direct from 
Europe and U. S. A. 

Coney Island, Atlantic City, Dream- 
land City and any other spot capable 
of supplying carny flesh is being 


;combed for acts to be spotted for | 


the first two weeks of September. 
Name adopted is ‘Playland.’ 

Patty Conklin of Vancouver is 
named manager. He owns and oper- 
ates Conklin’s All-Canadian Shows 
but won’t be allowed to spot them at 
the national exhibition. 

Eliwood Hughes remains top man 
over the whole ex. 

Bill Beasley, local operator of all 
games at show, recently branched 
out in night club field spotting only 
cover charge of $20 a couple ever 
known in Canada. Biz good, 


a 


$40,000,000 is expected, enough to pay | 


: | 
ins | 





Des Moines, Dec. 15. 

Police barged in on the burlesque 
how at the President last week, ar- 
resting Louise Stewart, 23, princi- 
| pal stripper: James C. Allatin, di- 
rector of the troupe, and Hal Bron- 
son, manager, charging them with 
violating a city ordinance prohibiting 
indecent exposure in public and giv- 
ing an obscene performance. 

Matt Kolb, of the Independent 
Burlesque wheel, who has been in 
Des Moines for 10 days, looked on 
ithe raid as a police reprisal against 
Bronson, who recently started a 
grand jury investigation of a charge 
| that he was requested to make a 
| payoff to police officials. The inves- 
tigation is still under way. 
| Miss Stewart and AHatin pleaded 
guilty to the city charge and were 
fined $25 each end costs, deeming it 
‘the easiest way’ so the wheel show 
could continue its itinerary. On the 
stage charge of giving an obscene 
| Show, Bronson waived to the county 
| Srand jury under $500 bond. His 
| hearing will be held Dec. 21. 
| To complicate matters, the Majes- 
| tic Co., owner of the President, has 
| given notice to vacate for delin- 
quency in rent. 


Ss 





OLD TIME CIRCUS HAS 
FINE VIENNA SENDOFF 


| 
Vienna, Dec. 4. 

| The old-time circus was resuscitat- 
|ed by the Busch company appearing 
here for a three months’ engagement 
in the Renz building. Opening was 
opportunity for government officials 
|to appear and thus show populace 
| that they shouldn’t forget that there 
was a time when the circus was the 
real and only entertainment. 


President William Miklas, Vice 
Chancellor Huelgerth and members 
of the cabinet came and, there was 
a speech by President Arleth of the 
union of artists before the first num- 
ber. The Renz building had under- 
gone certain changes and the Busch 
company was thus able to provide 
the Viennese audience with a pro- 
gram they had shown the world 
Their Russian, Shetland and 
East Prussian horses performed new 
showings with Micaela Busch, niece 
of the famous circus founder. Franz 
Adamsky with his grizzly bears and 
Adrian Singels with his elephants 
earned much applause. 

An excellent tooth act by Andres, 
Quadriga games by the four Helios, 
the Georg Wong troup and the 
nine Fontner riders jet it be known 
that old circus art still exists. Ex- 
cellent, too, Klein’s fancy bicycle 
riding. Icaric games by American 
Allisons, the clowns Bario Company 
and the two Italian comedians Cava- 
linis, 


over, 











DRURY LANE 


(LOUISVILLE) 
Louisville, Dec. 11. 
| After four weeks of wheel produc- 





; 


eae | tions from the Jack Kane office, In- 


| dianapolis, Fred Hurley has returned 
stock at the Gayety. Hurley has as- 
sembled a capable company, with 
the usual importation of a featured 
strip artist and occasional vaude 
turns. 

Line is now down to 10 and girls 
look youthful, but require consider- 
able rehearsing. 

Comics Frank Maley, Sam 
Michaels, and Dome Williams also 
represent an improvement over pre- 
vious stock comics. Michaels and 
Williams in particular both register. 
{Harold Blodgett is a clean cut 
|straight who helps to sell the spice 
| without stepping over the line. 
| Entire company appears to advan- 
| tage in a ‘Streets of New York’ pro- 
duction number, which has the bene- 
| fit of swell lighting and excellent 
|mounting. A clever little hoofer, 
|June Martin, showed plenty of 
|promise in a tap routine, and looks 
| capable of going places. 
| Show boasts a male quartet, two 
members of which were formerly 
with the Four Harmonizers, singing 
combination which played this house 
|with a previous company. The boys 
snare plenty of applause on their 
own account, and garner some 
laughs from the antics of Dome Wil- 
liams, beefy comic. Latter also pos- 
| sesses a nice singing voice, and clicks 


twee he teams with Mack Ferguson 


in a pop ballad. 

Strippers Kitty Swanson and 
| Smiles do the regulations walkons 
| and peeling, with encores limited to 
j}two. They don't approach the stage 
of undress to which the customers 
were previously accustomed, 
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